
Listen, I know not every-
one is passionate about in-

surance like I am but everybody, and I mean 
everybody, likes saving money. Well, in the 
homeowner’s insurance world everything 
has been going the wrong direction regard-
ing dollar bills, so, in my mind, that means 
everybody will be interested in reading this. 
Our Florida Legislature just met from May 
23rd to the 27th. This was unusual because 
they had already completed the only spring 
session this year and were brought back 
specifically to address home insurance – 
because they did nothing about the home 
insurance market imploding earlier. 

As a refresher, here is a statistic to dem-
onstrate how bad things are in Florida now. 
Nationally, the average number of lawsuits 
per state against insurance companies av-
eraged 900 suits in 2021. Florida had over 
100,000. We are literally 100 times worse 
than the other 49 States. So, everyone can 
understand why this avalanche of lawsuits 

quickly becomes an avalanche of legal ex-
penses for the insurance companies. Insur-
ers are amazingly good at calculating the 
various risks Floridian homes face, like hur-
ricanes and fire. They use these calculations 
to accurately price their insurance rates. 
However, doing the math involved with an 
out-of-control legal environment has prov-
en to be impossible and our insurance mar-
ketplace is now in really bad shape. So far in 
2022, we have lost three insurance compa-
nies and as I write this, there are two others 
in dire straits. 

Ok, enough with the bad news. I men-
tioned earlier our Legislature met and they 
were very successful! Many carriers were 
limiting the eligible age of a roof to ten years 
or newer and now the legislation ups that 
to fifteen years which is great, considering 
a roof normally has a twenty-year life ex-
pectancy. Another critical change removed 
the ability of attorneys to charge a fee mul-
tiplier. This was an old law from the Civil 
Rights Era and was designed to help people 
who needed an attorney but could not find 
one willing to represent them. In that situa-
tion, the attorney who took the case could 

then ask the judge for two to three times 
their standard fee. This was done, under-
standably, to encourage attorneys to handle 
these cases that were being ignored. There 
is clearly no shortage of attorneys suing 
insurance companies nowadays, so it only 
stands to reason their charging triple fees is 
totally unreasonable. One other important 
addition is that the homeowner now must 
pay a roof deductible. You might say “Why 
the heck is that good?” Well, before this ses-
sion, roofers and attorneys were literally 
knocking on doors telling people they could 
get a new roof for free. And…they could! So, 
with this new rule, a homeowner must pay 
at least 2% of their total insurance limit. As 
an example, a $300,000 home would now 
need to pay $6,000 for the roof. The idea 
here is if the homeowner has some skin in 
the game (instead of paying nothing) they 
will be less inclined to have a roofer or at-
torney file a suit. That is designed specifi-
cally to bring down our lawsuits from the 
currently stratospheric 100,000+ annual 
suits we see now. As always, it takes time to 
see if these actions will be beneficial but, in 
my opinion, they were sorely needed, and I 
am very optimistic that our home insurance 

market will stabilize sooner than later. 

That wasn’t so boring, was it? I had one 
more thing to share. I know it is not until 
next month but the Southwest Florida Busi-
ness Alliance I started with Katrina Salokar 
and Jesse Nadell has its next meeting on 
July 21st. I mentioned in a past article I was 
trying my best to get George Schaeffer, the 
billionaire founder of OPI Nails, to speak at 
our event. Well, I am thrilled to report he 
has agreed to come! We expect nearly 100 
people at the event based on the current 
signups. That is amazing to me consider-
ing this is only our third meeting and is a 
testament to the desire of our local busi-
ness leaders to meet and grow together. I 
am humbled and amazed at the support 
shown to Katrina, Jesse, and me. This group 
really seems to have filled a void and it is a 
remarkable feeling to have the opportunity 
to be around such high-quality people. It is 
a very exciting time for Lehigh Acres, and I 
absolutely love the fact we, as a community, 
finally have the chance to participate in our 
own future. We’re going in the right direc-
tion everybody, and I say let’s keep moving 
forward!  www. goodladandswank.com

In your purse or pocket, there is a gadget 
that can tell if you’re a candidate for a heart 
attack; take or send pictures; or give driv-
ing directions that will avoid heavy traffic 
so you arrive at your appointment on time.  
Technology is embedded in our daily lives, 
keeping us safe, productive and healthy.  
We can and should expect that technology 
can do the same for our cities.  Technology 
adoption in government has a name called 
“Smart Cities”.  We are all now, to some de-
gree, technologists and as such, it’s time to 
engage with your city to ask how they are 
adopting technology to maintain and im-
prove your quality of life.  

Almost 30 years ago, the internet started 
to be used by the general public, cell phones 
shrank in size from the size of a brick to flip 
phones that could fit in the palm of your 
hand, computers shrank in size from 20 lb 
carry-on size bags to the size of a book, and 

sensors started to have ability to process in-
put signals into data inside the sensor.  Adop-
tion of this collection of technologies first 
started to spread into manufacturing and 
industry as they were seen as enablers to 
improve productivity, reduce costs, improve 
safety and compliance reporting.  However, 
the adoption was slower than many projec-
tions due to costs and capabilities.  The key 
innovation and volume driver that reduced 
costs was the smart phone introduction by 
Apple in 2007.  Cell phone sales in the US are 
now at ~200Million/year and over 1.2+Bil-
lion/year globally.  The smart phone has be-
come the “on road to the internet highway”.  

Not many people are exposed to manu-
facturing, but it’s rare to know someone 
who doesn’t have a smart phone or a smart 
watch.  Smart phones aren’t just phones, but 
navigation systems, cameras, calculators, 
books, games, etc.  Smart watches match 

some of the same features as your phone, 
doing a lot more than just tell time and now 
increasingly providing health information.  
At the doctors’ office, notice robotics and 
equipment that works automatically.  Vir-
tual reality headsets aren’t just for video 
games, but now help in training of surgeons, 
pilots, and construction equipment opera-
tors.  Cars have driver assisted features for 
braking, lane guidance and parking.  Like 
factories, we’ve become more productive, 
smarter and connected.  

So what’s next?  Smart Cities!  Govern-
ment is the current focus of technology, with 
many looking to achieve the same benefits 
as manufacturing; reduce costs of operation, 
improve outcomes, streamline processes, 
and improve sustainability and resiliency.   
Some state agencies are leveraging com-
puter technologies to improve the speed of 
processing and reduce the paperwork in-

volved for permits.  Remote sensors placed 
in water systems are helping to manage and 
avoid storm water overflows.  Electrical util-
ity companies are using satellite images to 
review tree growth in and around power 
lines, spotting problems before they can oc-
cur.  Traffic sensors capture volumes of cars 
and automatically adjust the red-light signal 
timing to improve the flow of traffic, reduc-
ing idle times at lights and congestion.  

Technology allows us to think differ-
ently about our challenges.  When multiple 
groups engage and align, including resi-
dents, government, business, education and 
healthcare, there isn’t a problem that can’t 
be resolved.  We are all now, to some de-
gree, technologists.  We all certainly know 
where there are challenges in our commu-
nity.   Let’s make Southwest Florida a leader 
in Smart Cities using technology to improve 
our quality of life.
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Providing you with the highest levels of 
Customer Service in our Community.

Capability. Commitment. Community.
Call for a Free Quote

239-674-7630 | www.goodladandswank.com
702 Leeland Heights Blvd W Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

The Goodlad & Swank Approach - 3 Steps of Service
1. Ask great questions and listen closely to our clients.
2. Shop Florida’s top insurance carriers for best rates
    and coverage.
3. Craft a comprehensive insurance plan to cover what 
    matters most.

WHY NOT INSURE IT ALL UNDER ONE ROOF?

FLOOD HOME AUTO LIFE BUSINESS BOAT

Yay! He’s Talking About Insurance Again! By Butch Swank
Photo: Butch Swank, 
President of Southwest 
Florida Business Alliance; 
Owner of Goodlad & 
Swank Incurance, LLC

 (239) 472-2996  |  www.sanibelgulffrontcondos.com | 605 Donax St Sanibel, FL 33957

GULF FRONT CONDO
STAYCATION

••SSeeccuurriittyy  ooff  LLooccaattiioonn              ••PPrriivvaattee  PPooooll
••LLiigghhtteedd  TTeennnniiss//PPiicckklleebbaallll  CCoouurrttss

ONLY 20 UNITS!

•Security of Location       •Private Pool
•Lighted Tennis/Pickleball Courts

ONLY 20 UNITS!

Can Technology Make Cities Smarter? By Terri Lewis, Planet Connected LLC
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In the heart of the exciting Times Square entertainment district, just 
steps from the Gulf of Mexico, fishing pier, shopping and dining. 

WHERE LAZY DAYS
Turn Into Epic Nights!

1051 Fifth Avenue | Fort Myers Beach, Florida

LighthouseIslandResort.com | 239-463-9392  |  800-778-7748

The Montage Women’s Club is a 
social and philanthropic club open 
to all women residing in Lee County.  
We meet on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at The Landings Yacht, 
Golf, and Tennis Club (community 
entry off McGregor Blvd between Cy-
press Lake Drive and College Pkwy).   
Meetings begin at 11:30 a.m. with a 
short social period followed by lunch 
at Noon and normally an informative 
speaker program.   Within the organi-
zation are various interest groups for 
members’ participation.   Member-
ship is open to both year-round and 
seasonal residents.   We welcome you 
to visit Montage for a luncheon. 

Our next meeting will be held on 

Thursday, June 23, and our speaker 
will be from Golisano Children’s Hos-
pital.    Luncheon fee is $25.00 per 
person and the planned menu will 
be turkey, fresh asparagus and Par-
mesan crepes with sundried tomato 
cream, harvested wild rice, rolls and 
butter, and Chef’s choice of dessert.   
There is always an optional plant-
based/vegan menu entrée with fresh 
fruit for dessert available.

 If you would like to attend a Mon-
tage meeting, need further informa-
tion, or would like to make a reserva-
tion, please call Rita Artwohl at (239) 
703-7787.   Reservations cut-off to at-
tend this meeting is Noon, Thursday, 
June 16th.

Fine Folk Pizza has a new product 
on their menu, but not one that goes 
in your stomach. They are selling piz-
za themed blankets. 100% of the pro-
ceeds will go to the Because of Zane 
organization and scholarship fund. 

Because of Zane is an organiza-
tion whose mission is to teach wa-
ter safety awareness, education, and 
survival skills to prevent childhood 
drownings. Because of Zane provides 
educational information to the pub-
lic, educates on the layers of protec-
tion needed to keep your child safe in 
and around water, and offers financial 
help to families who are unable to af-
ford survival swim lessons. 

The swim lessons are taught by cer-
tified instructors that have completed 
an eight-week intensive academic 
and in-water training program. With 
your help, more families can have 

access to these life saving lessons. 
No cost should outweigh the cost of 
keeping children safe. 

The proceeds of every blanket sold 
will go directly to the organization’s 
scholarship fund so that parents can 
afford swimming lessons for their 
children. You also have the opportu-
nity to either keep the blanket you 
purchase, or donate it to the Golisa-
no Children’s Hospital of Southwest 
Florida in Fort Myers. There will also 
be a donation box set up for new 
blankets to be donated to the hospital 
as well. 

Fine Folk Pizza is passionate about 
the Because of Zane organization and 
their mission to help others. Drown-
ing is the #1 cause of accidental death 
in children ages 1 to 4. The Zane A. 
Witmer Foundation was created in 
2017 in memory of a special little boy 

who was so sweet and so full of love, 
but gone too soon. The Witmer family 
is dedicated to protecting young chil-
dren and their families from having to 
experience the heartbreak of losing a 
child to drowning. 

Any donation, big or small, is great-
ly appreciated and will help save 
lives. So come by Fine Folk Pizza and 
buy a blanket to donate to the cause 
to help the children and families of 
Fort Myers and other areas of South-
west Florida. 

Over 3,000 blankets have been do-

nated since the foundation was cre-
ated in 2017. Every year on Zane’s 
birthday, November 21, the Witmer 
family donates the blankets to Golisa-
no Children’s Hospital of Southwest 
Florida. 

Fine Folk Pizza is located at 11300 
Lindbergh Blvd #114, Fort Myers, 
Florida 33913. Open Tuesday through 
Sunday for pick up or delivery from 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. You can stop by the 
store or call at 239-313-5155 for 
more information on the foundation 
and how you can help donate to the 
cause. 

Every year various states offer sales 
tax holidays and/or tax-free dates to 
help reduce the cost burden for its 
residents. The Florida Department of 
Revenue has released the 2022 sales 
tax holidays and exemptions for resi-
dents. We have compiled a list of the 
upcoming dates to take note, along 
with links to the Tax Information 
Publication (TIP) documents for each 
here:

FREEDOM WEEK
JULY 1, 2022 - JULY 7, 2022

During this sales tax holiday period, 
tax is not due on the retail sale of ad-
missions to music events, sporting 
events, cultural events, specified per-
formances, movies, museums, state 
parks, and fitness facilities. Also ex-
empt from sales tax during this holi-
day period are eligible boating and 
water activity supplies, camping sup-
plies, fishing supplies, general outdoor 
supplies, residential pool supplies, 
and sporting equipment.

This sales tax holiday does not apply 
to:

•	 Rentals of any eligible items
•	 Sales within a theme park, enter-

tainment complex, public lodg-
ing establishment or airport.

SALES TAX EXEMPTION
PERIOD ON ENERGY STAR 

APPLIANCES
JULY 1, 2022 - JUNE 30, 2023

Florida’s sales tax exemption period 
on new ENERGY STAR appliances for 
noncommercial use begins Friday, 
July 1, 2022, and ends Friday, June 30, 
2023. During this sales tax exemption 
period, tax is not due on the retail sale 
of eligible new ENERGY STAR appli-
ances purchased for noncommercial 
use. The rental of eligible new ENER-
GY STAR appliances does not qualify 
for the exemption. 

SALES TAX EXEMPTION PE-
RIOD ON IMPACT-RESISTANT 

DOORS, GARAGE DOORS, 
AND WINDOWS

JULY 1, 2022 - JUNE 30, 2024

During this sales tax exemption pe-
riod, tax is not due on the retail sales 
of impact-resistant doors, impact-
resistant garage doors, and impact-
resistant windows for commercial or 
noncommercial use. “Impact-resis-
tant doors,” “impact-resistant garage 
doors” and “impact-resistant win-
dows” refer to doors, garage doors or 
windows that are labeled as impact-

resistant or have an impact-resistant 
rating.

BACK TO SCHOOL
SALES TAX HOLIDAY

JULY 25 - AUGUST 7, 2022

During the sales tax holiday period, 
tax is not due on the retail sale of:

•	 Clothing, footwear, and certain 
accessories with a sales price of 
$100 or less per item*

•	 Certain school supplies with 
a sales price of $50 or less per 
item,

•	 Learning aids and jigsaw puz-
zles with a sales price of $30 or 
less*

•	 Personal computers and certain 
computer-related accessories 
with a sales price of $1,500 or 
less, when purchased for non-
commercial home or personal 
use

This sales tax holiday does not apply 
to:

•	 Any item of clothing with a sales 
price of more than $100

•	 Any school supply item with a 
sales price of more than $50

•	 Books that are not otherwise ex-

empt*
•	 Computers and computer-relat-

ed accessories with a sales price 
of more than $1,500

•	 Computers and computer-re-
lated accessories purchased for 
commercial purposes

•	 Rentals of any eligible items
•	 Repairs or alterations of any eli-

gible items
•	  Sales of any eligible items with-

in a theme park, entertainment 
complex, public lodging estab-
lishment or airport

SALES TAX HOLIDAY FOR 
TOOLS COMMONLY USED BY 
SKILLED TRADE WORKERS

SEP 3, 2022 - SEP 9, 2022

During this sales tax holiday period, 
tax is not due on the retail sale of eli-
gible items related to tools commonly 
used by skilled trade workers.

The sales tax holiday does not apply 
to:

•	 Rentals of any eligible items
•	 Sales within a theme park, en-

tertainment complex, public 
lodging establishment or air-
port

Montage Women’s Club

Buy A Blanket, Save A Life

2022 Sales Tax Holidays And Exemption Periods For The State 
Of Florida

By Rita Artwohl

By Kathryn Sisson

Submitted By Markham Norton Mosteller Wright & Co., P.A

239.313.5155 • FINEFOLKPIZZA.COM
11300 LINDBERGH BLVD, SUITE 114 • FORT MYERS

        Call It In     Order OnlineOR 

GIVE TO DAD AND GET BACK THIS
FFAATTHHEERR’’SS  DDAAYY

IN HONOR OF FATHERS DAY GET A $5 CARD WHEN YOU BUY A $25 CARD.

GIVE TO DAD AND GET BACK THIS
FFAATTHHEERR’’SS  DDAAYY

IN HONOR OF FATHERS DAY GET A $5 CARD WHEN YOU BUY A $25 CARD.



Do you believe to 
make a will is depress-
ing or a sure ticket to 
planning one’s death?   
What if drafting your 

will or trust is the most certain way of 
living in the moment?

This subject was part of the theme of 
season 3 finale of 9-1-1 Lone Star. In this 
episode, TK, a young firefighter and son 
of Captain Strand (played by Rob Lowe), 
was upset that his partner was redraft-
ing his will.  He felt that if you have a 
will, death was right around the corner. 
He railed against having his will made, 
despite being in a high-risk profession.  
It wasn’t until the show’s final moment 
that Captain Strand, who of course es-
caped certain death and was in the hos-
pital, responded to TK, “No one is guar-
anteed anything.  That is why you make 
a will.  It is not to prepare for the end be-
cause that comes too no matter what we 
do.  It is for the moment that it is taken 
care of, so we can live in it.”  First, I ad-
mit I am a Gen-X and a fan of Rob Lowe.  
Second, I found myself clapping at this 

perfect and simple statement of why we 
should make our wills.

Life is unpredictable, life is exciting, 
and life is not guaranteed.  But the one 
thing that is a guarantee, by preparing 
your estate plan, you can ensure how 
your loved ones will be taken care of.  
It is a guarantee that you put into place 
who and how you want to be taken care 
of if you are unable to care for yourself.  
And, through effective estate planning, 
you can still have control from the grave.  

A well-rounded estate plan requires 
a number of steps to ensure that the 
estate plan will work effectively when 
needed.  First, if you have a trust, have 
you funded it? Funding your trust means 
you have coordinated the ownership 
and beneficiary designations of your ac-
counts and property to work with the 
trust. For real estate, a deed must have 
been recorded with the proper govern-
ment recorder’s office. Most bank and 
brokerage accounts should be titled in 
the name of the trust if you want your 
trustee to control those accounts should 
something happen to you.

 

Second, have you checked the ben-
eficiary designations on your retire-
ment accounts and insurance policies 
to make sure they name the correct 
people or your trust? Life insurance 
policies should usually name the trust 
as the beneficiary. Retirement plans 
may name a trust as a beneficiary, but 
be careful! Naming a trust as the ben-
eficiary of an individual retirement ac-
count or 401(k) has significant tax con-
sequences and may not be advisable in 
many situations. Speak with your tax 
advisor before changing the beneficiary 
designations on your retirement ac-
counts.

 
Third, have you shared copies of your 

medical power of attorney and health-
care directive with your doctor and 
local hospital? Doing so can alleviate 
family members’ worries about digging 
through your documents should you 
have a healthcare issue in the future.

 
Fourth, in many states, a financial 

power of attorney document that names 
an agent to act on your behalf must be 
accompanied by a signed acceptance 
document from the agent before it can 

be used. Has this step been taken? If not, 
your estate plan may not be complete.

 
Fifth, writing things down does not 

guarantee that misunderstandings will 
not arise among your loved ones or ben-
eficiaries. In addition to the important 
work of documenting your wishes, you 
should talk with your loved ones to help 
them understand the kind of plan you 
have put in place as well as the roles you 
want them to fulfill. Finally, having open, 
honest communication with those indi-
viduals involved in your estate plan will 
minimize the chances of miscommuni-
cation and hurt feelings.

Can estate planning be grim?  That 
depends on your perspective.  I have 
seen how a well-structured estate plan 
provides guidance and relief to families 
through health care, and living will deci-
sions, end of life arrangements, and dis-
tribution of assets.  

Before that final curtain drops, take 
a moment to create your estate plan so 
that you may live in the present and en-
joy what this life has to offer.  www.life-
lawplanning.com (239) 789-2533
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We Sell, Lease and Buy
Commercial & Residential Properties

“We Are Lehigh”
25 Homestead Rd N. #11
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Licensed Real Estate Broker
Phone: (239) 368-6080

e-mail: jack.morse36@gmail.com

Your Name HereYour Name Here

Member
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All properties offered are subject to prior lease, sale or withdrawal from the market. All dimensions and measurements are approximate.
List with Lehigh Showcase for Great Exposure & Professional Photography to Drive Buyers to your Properties! 

BLOOM IN JUNE: BUY PROPERTY!! 

5 lot Commercial Zoned PARCEL Across from GATEWAY 
COMMUNITY- Only $149,900.  Great Location! 

GATEWAY Area Across from New School 
on Immokalee Rd. Commercial 4 lot PARCEL. 

Only $79,000. 
Lake Front 1/4 Acre HOMESITE- Sunrise 
View. A block East of McArthur Avenue.

Room for one or two Experienced Residential AGENTS! Up to 90% 
Commissions. E & O Provided! Photography Included! No Desk Fees! 
Text, In Confidence, Jack Morse, Broker @ 239-218-3618 

Call Jack Morse (239) 218-3618 For More Information

Call Jack Morse (239) 218-3618 For More Information

Call Jack Morse (239) 218-3618 For More Information

$3 MILLION Plus CLOSED This YEAR!
WE get RESULTS! Call to see if YOUR properties can fit into our Programs!

CALL OR TEXT: 239-218-3618.

Why pay Dealership prices when you can get the 
same Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

31 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.   //   ALL REPAIRS! MINOR TO MAJOR.    //   SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS.   //   LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED!

Front or Rear Brake Job
CARS 

$235.00
TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs 

$275.00

Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.
Disc brakes only. Rotors Included.
Offer expires 6/30/22

MV93177

Owner Michael Stanek

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a filter

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a filter

* Oil disposal additional cost

* Oil disposal additional cost

Synthetic Blend Oil Change

Full Synthetic Oil Change

$4099

$7099 239-851-5352

OPEN
Monday through Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

410 Leonard Blvd N. Unit 4
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 

Planning For Your Final Curtain Call By Alina Gonzalez-Dockery

239-789-2533 | www.LifeLawPlanning.com | 5237 Summerlin Commons Blvd, Suite 109, Fort Myers, FL 33907 
Alina Gonzalez-Dockery, Esquire

YOUR FAMILY.  YOUR LEGACY. OUR MISSION.
Guardianship | Living Trusts

Estate Planning  | Wills | Probate
Family Law | Asset Protection

Photo: Alina Gonzalez-
Dockery
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Home Flood Auto Motorcycle Boat

All Your Insurance Needs Under One Roof

The Smith & Mitchell Agency

Give us a call or visit us online for a FREE Quote
on your Home, Auto, or Flood Insurance.

• Local, expert insurance counsel
• More choice in insurance companies
• True peace of mind
• Insurance the way it’s supposed to be

(239) 603-8200
www.brightwayondaniels.com

Tyler Smith, Agency Owner Chris Mitchell, Agency Owner

The insurance agency reinvented around you.®

WE’RE HOSTING FRANK TORINO
WEDNESDAY JUNE 15th | 2pm  

Frank provides non-stop entertainment, brilliant vocals and comedy impersonations 
fused with audience interaction! Enjoy Refreshments, 50/50 raffle and door prizes! 

RSVP: (239) 674-6585

1230  Taylor Lane, Lehigh Acres, FL    |    FountainCrestRet.com   |   239-674-6585

Father’s Day CelebrationComplimentary 
 Event!

SWFL Business Network and SWFL 
Business Alliance have set up network-
ing events to lead you to success. This 
June and July, all over SWFL from Le-
high to Cape Coral and everywhere in 
between. There is something for every-
one to get involved in, from connecting 
over coffee to dining and dancing! There 
are a variety of times these events take 
place, so no matter what your schedule 
is, you can get involved in growing re-
lationships with other local businesses.

Here is what they have in store for 
you. Be sure to mark your calendars 
and RSVP if possible. Walk-ins are al-
ways welcome!

Weekly Wednesday Lunch Connec-
tion Meeting: Grab a bite at Torched 
Bar and Grill and meet new local busi-
ness owners! Genuine connections lead 
to better referrals, so coming to our 
regular meetings can help you establish 
relationships that can bring you leads. 
Bring at least 10 business cards to give 
for others to hand out over the next 
week. Come as early as 11:30 and 
stay until 1:00 p.m.

Located at: Torched Bar and Grill 
2408 Surfside Blvd, Cape Coral, FL 
33991

Weekly Friday Brunch Connection 
Meeting: Meetings are a chance for you 
to connect with other local, reputable 
businesses. It’s a great opportunity for 
networking and gaining referrals. Ev-
ery Friday from 7:30 AM - 9:30 AM 
at Metro Cafe and Deli, bring at least 
10 business cards to give for others to 
hand out over the next week. Come-
and-go, arrive anytime, leave when you 
need to.

Located at: Metro Cafe and Deli 
12951 Metro Pkwy # 11, Fort Myers, 
FL 33966

Aki’s Dance Studio and SWFL Busi-
ness Network Presents: Dance With 
Us! Put on your dancing shoes and 
grab your business cards, it’s time to 
schmooze and boogie at Aki’s Dance 
Studio! Enjoy a free introductory ball-
room dance class followed by some 
time to enjoy snacks, beverages, and 
good company on Wednesday, June 
15th from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Located at: Aki’s Dance Studio 
6240 Metro Plantation Rd, Fort My-
ers, FL 33966

Stogie Pairing Networking Event: 
SWFL Business Alliance presents A 
Special Networking Event sponsored 

by Jesse Nadell of Greater Florida Fi-
nancial. Join us on Thursday, June 
16th at Stogie Pairing from 5:30 to 
7:30 to network and enjoy food catered 
by Fresh Market. 

Located at: Stogie Pairing 13499 S 
Cleveland Ave Ste 245, Fort Myers, FL 
33907

SWFL Business Alliance Quarterly 
Meeting: Clear your calendars folks 
and join us for lunch as we hold our 
Summer 2022 Quarterly meeting on 
Thursday, July 21st from 11:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. at Victory Conference 
Center. We will welcome this quar-
ter’s guest speaker, George W. Shaeffer, 
founder of dominant global consumer 
brand OPI® offering nail polish, nail 
care, and nail art worldwide, and Chair-
man and CEO of People’s Trust Insur-
ance. Seating is limited so please be 
sure to sign up online. 

Located at: Victory Town Center 
and Victory Church 1201 Taylor 
Lane Ext, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
HOMES TEAM OF

COLDWELL BANKER EVENTS

Ribbon Cutting: Join Amy Admire 

and Catherine Van Til with the South-
west Florida Homes Team of Coldwell 
Banker to celebrate their membership 
with the Greater Fort Myers Chamber 
of Commerce. This special ribbon-
cutting ceremony will take place on 
Friday, July 29th from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. at the Coldwell Banker office. 
Enjoy light refreshments, wine, and raf-
fle prizes. RSVP by calling (239) 990-
2023.

Located at: Coldwell Banker Office, 
7950 Dani Dr. #125, Fort Myers, FL. 
33966. 

Business Before Breakfast Net-
working: Grab a cup of coffee and get 
to know other local business owners on 
Thursday, July 14th from 7:30 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m. at the Coldwell Banker Office. 
RSVP at call (239) 990-2023.

Located at: Coldwell Banker Office, 
7950 Dani Dr. #125, Fort Myers, FL. 
33966.

If you are interested in joining SWFL 
Business Network or SWFL Business 
Alliance or in coming to these events, 
head over to their websites: www.
swflbusinessnetwork.com and www.
swflbusinessalliance.com for more in-
formation.

Summer Business Opportunities For Southwest Florida 
By Kathryn Sisson

Mention This
Ad To Recieve

10% Off
Of A UNIT

CHANGE OUT.

www.ITSACOOLLIFEAC.com

       Maintenance
     Repairs
   Heating
 Cooling
New Systems

C a l l  T o d a y !

(239) 206-9342

IT ’S
 A COOL LIFE AC

Lic #CAC1819379

Insured

L i v e  t h e

COOL LIFE!
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11300 Lindbergh Blvd. #101  Fort Myers, Florida 33913

(239) 561-0002
www.gatewaydentalsuites.com

Make Your Appointment Today
Mon-Thur:  8:00am to 5:00pm  |  Fri: 8:00am to 12:00pm (Noon)
Sat: 8:00am to 2:00pm  |  Se Habla Español  

Have The Smile You Always Wanted!

$50 OFF $$9999
The services included are codes D1110 or D1120, D0120 or D0150, and D0274. The patient or any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, The services included are codes D1110 or D1120, D0120 or D0150, and D0274. The patient or any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, 
or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for free, or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for free, 
discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

Your Next Dental Treatment ofYour Next Dental Treatment of  $  $200 or more       200 or more       Healthy Adult/Child Cleaning, Exam & X-raysHealthy Adult/Child Cleaning, Exam & X-rays

Must present ad to receive offer. Limit one discount per person, per month.  Must present ad to receive offer. Limit one discount per person, per month.  May not be combined with any other offer. No monetary value. Offer expires:May not be combined with any other offer. No monetary value. Offer expires:     June 30, 2022

OR

We Are Here To Take Care Of We Are Here To Take Care Of ALLALL Your Dental Needs Your Dental Needs

GATEWAY DENTAL SUITES COUPON

Private practice taking care of Lee County Smiles for 39 years.Private practice taking care of Lee County Smiles for 39 years.

Amy Admire & Cath-
erine Van Til with the 
Southwest Florida Homes 
Team of Coldwell Bank-

er are happy to announce their member-
ship in the Greater Fort Myers Chamber 
of Commerce, and they would like to in-
vite you to celebrate with them. Join the 
team at their special ribbon-cutting event 
on July 29th from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm at 
the Coldwell Banker office 7950 Dani Dr 
#125 Fort Myers, FL. 33966. Enjoy food, 
sip wine, and enter raffles to win fun priz-
es!

Amy Admire of Coldwell Banker states, 
“Being a part of the Chamber has allowed 
us to become more involved in the com-
munity and help elevate other local busi-
nesses.” 

With hurricane season around the cor-

ner, The Southwest Florida Homes Team 
will also be offering guests of the ribbon-
cutting a complimentary hurricane pre-
paredness swag bag so that you can enter 
the summer with the essentials.

In addition to the ribbon-cutting, the 
team will also be hosting a Business Be-
fore Breakfast Networking event. Grab a 
cup of coffee and get to know other local 
business owners on July 14th from 7:30 
am to 9:30 am at Coldwell Banker office 
at 7950 Dani Dr #125 Fort Myers, FL 
33966. It will be an excellent opportunity 
to expand your network in a low-pres-
sure space, and please remember to bring 
business cards to share with others.

ABOUT THE HOSTS

Amy Admire and Catherine Van Til are 
the dynamic duo behind the Southwest 
Florida Homes Team within Coldwell 

Banker. Southwest Florida has a rapidly 
changing real estate market. These two la-
dies work together to serve the Fort Myers, 
and surrounding areas will service prop-
erty buyers and sellers. In addition, two 
sets of eyes, ears, and minds will strategize 
and take the actions necessary to get every 
transaction closed seamlessly.  

Not only are two heads better than one, 
but what sets these ladies apart and makes 
them such a great team is their shared 
values. A strong work ethic, exceptional 
communication, and above and beyond 
customer service are crucial for their cli-
ents. From the different communities and 
neighborhoods to the must see’s and do’s 
around town, Amy and Catherine had the 
vision of becoming the trusted resource 
for all things Southwest Florida when they 
joined forces. Their reliable knowledge and 
network of trusted vendors ensure that 
each client gets whatever they need. They’ll 

always have your back when it comes to 
knowing Southwest Florida. You can visit 
the Southwest Florida Homes Team at the 
Coldwell Banker office at 7950 Dani Dr 
#125 Fort Myers, FL 33966 or online at 
www.SouthWestFloridaHomesTeam.com.

Contact Amy and Catherine with the 
Southwest Florida Homes Team for your 
real estate needs, call (239) 990-2023, or 
email:
SouthwestFloridaHomesTeam@gmail.com.

Coldwell Banker Hosting Networking & Ribbon Cutting 
Events By Amanda Mitrani

Photo: Amy Admire and 
Catherine Van Til 



www.mypetsvet.net

61 Bell Blvd N, Unit 2
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936
In the Winn Dixie Plaza at the 

corner of Joel & Bell Blvd.

Se Haba Español

239.368.8387

Monday - Friday            8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday                       8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sunday                                               Closed

Dr. Rafael Cartelli | Dr. Ernest Y. Blum
Dr. Carlos Gonzalez

Complete Care For Cats, Dogs, Birds, Reptiles, & Pocket Pets!

MY PET’S VET
of Lehigh Acres

Find us on

Bell Blvd N

Alexander Graham
 Bell Blvd

Joel Blvd

Baldwin Pl

Leeland Heights Blvd E

N
orth Ave

N
orth Ave

N
orth Ave

Joel Blvd

Joel Blvd

I n t e r i o r  a n d  E x t e r i o r  P a i n t i n g

2 Nice Guys, Inc.

Beautifying Southwest Florida Since 2003.

 Painting with Unparalleled Quality,
Value and Customer Service

2niceguys.net  |  (239) 690-1479
Licensed & Insured #CGC1526754

Give your home a finished look. 
A little paint equals big impact!

Call Today For A Free Consultation
For Your Home Or Business.

Ask About Our Trim Division!  

A Family Owned And Operated Business
Committed To Excellence In Craftsmanship

Mention Seeing Our Ad In The Corridor!

A DIVISION OF
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Promoting Wellness

WELLNESS & SICK PET EXAMS

DENTAL CLEANING AND SURGERY

IN-HOUSE DIAGNOSTICS

CAR SIDE OR IN CLINIC VISITS

COVID CONSCIOUS FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL

APPOINTMENTS SCHEDULED TO MAINTAIN 
“PHYSICAL DISTANCING”

EXAM ROOMS SANITIZED BETWEEN
APPOINTMENTS

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Hours of Operation
Mon | Wed | Thurs | Fri : 8 AM to 6 PM 

Tues : By Appointment Only
Open First Saturdays Of Every Month, 8am To 12pm

239-270-5721
www.Just4PetsFL.vet

8911 Daniels Parkway, Suite 7 | Fort Myers, FL 33912

www.AlliedAir.biz

Call us at
(239) 217-4111

or email us at
INFO@AlliedAir.Biz

HVAC service . diagnostics . repairs . replacements   |  commercial buildings . residential buildings

REQUEST SERVICE

COMPETITIVE PRICING

COMFORT CLUB
34 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FAST SERVICE

CAC1819960

 Call For A
Maintenance Check

On Your Ac Today!

It is officially hurricane season in 
southwest Florida. It’s time to get our 
pet(s) emergency and disaster ready. 
Whether it is the next hurricane or 
other natural disaster, or it is man-
made, having a plan for your pets must 
be included with your family’s emer-
gency plan.

GET A PET EMERGENCY KIT

A collection of basic supplies that 
you may need in the event of an emer-
gency.

•	 Food and water for at least 3 
days

•	 Pet medications (2 weeks sup-
ply replaced often to maintain 
their quality based on expira-
tion dates.)

•	 Pet First Aid Kit
•	 Updated Pet Identification (mi-

crochip, ownership documenta-
tion, your contact information, 
pictures of you and your pet to-
gether, etc)

•	 Updated vaccination documents 
(include the name of your veter-
inarian with telephone number, 
address and email)

•	 Crate or carrier, harness or 
leash/collar

•	 Pet litter, paper towels, plastic 
bags, cleaning supplies

•	 Familiar items (favorite toys, 
bedding, treats, etc)

•	 Assemble kit in an easy-to-carry, 
waterproof tote; stored in an 
easily accessible area away from 
extreme temperature changes 
and keep this kit in a designated 
place ready in case you must 
leave home/ work quickly. Make 
sure all family members know 
where the kit is kept.

•	 Consult your veterinarian for 
advice on making a pet emer-
gency kit that is appropriate for 
your pet’s individual needs.

HAVE AN EMERGENCY PLAN 
FOR YOUR PETS

•	 Identify family or friends who 
will be willing to take you and 
your pets in during and/or after 
an emergency.

•	 Locate hotels that are pet friend-
ly outside of the evacuation/ 
emergency area.

•	 Research local boarding facili-
ties that are emergency shelters 
for pets incase you are not able 
to evacuate with your pet.

•	 Talk to your pet’s veterinarian 
about emergency planning, es-
pecially if your pet has medical 
conditions that require consis-

tent monitoring and supervi-
sion.

•	 Gather contact information for 
animal emergency treatment fa-
cilities locally and outside of the 
emergency zone.

STAY INFORMED

•	 Be aware of the types of emer-
gencies / disasters that can hap-
pen where you live and work.

•	 Sign up to receive local emer-
gency alerts on your cell phone 
or email available through your 
city and county.

•	 Tune into your state and federal 
emergency management web-
sites and social media for infor-
mation from official sources.

•	 Become familiar with your local 
emergency response plan, evac-
uation routes, etc

ABOUT DR. TILLMAN, DVM

Dr. Tillman is a 2002 graduate of 
Tuskegee University School of Veteri-
nary Medicine. Her veterinary practice 
and work experience focuses on health 
and wellness of pets. She is the owner 
of Just 4 Pets Wellness Center and can 
be reached at 239-270-5721.

Pet Preparedness By Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM

Photo: Pack Of Luggage With Pug Sitting In Dog Carrier And Waiting To Leave

YOU’RE
 INVITED!

SUMMER 2022 EVENTS
FREE, fun networking opportunities

for local SWFL Businesses

WWW.SWFLBUSINESSNETWORK.COM   239-470-5611

WEDNESDAY LUNCH 
CONNECTIONS 

WEDNEDAYS
12:00pm-1:00pm
Come as early as 11:30am

Grab a bite to eat and meet new 
local business owners! 

Genuine connections lead to 
better referrals, so coming to our 
regular meetings can help. 

Bring at least 10 business cards 
for us to put in the box to hand 
out over the next week. 

TORCHED Bar & Grille
2408 Surfside Blvd 
Cape Coral, FL 33991

FRIDAY BREAKFAST
CONNECTIONS 

FRIDAYS
8:00am-9:30am
Come as early as 7:30am

Meetings are a chance for you 
to connect with other local, 
reputable businesses. 

Bring at least 10 business cards 
for us to put in the box and hand 
out over the next week. 

Arrive anytime, leave when you 
need to. 

Metro Deli & Cafe
12951 Metro Pkwy # 11
Fort Myers, FL 33966

BALLROOM DANCE 
& NETWORKING

WED, JUNE 15 
5:30pm-7:30pm

Put on your dancing shoes and 
grab your business cards, it’s time 
to boogie at Aki’s Dance Studio! 

Enjoy a free introductory 
ballroom dance class courtesy 
of Aki’s, followed by some time 
to enjoy snacks, beverages, and 
good company. 

Aki’s Ballroom Dance Studio
6240 Metro Plantation Rd #15
Fort Myers, FL 33966
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Photo: 
Mike Welch
Let Us Hear From You!
Contact Us At:
voicesoflehigh@gmail.
com

As we move into 
the summer months 

our communities will adapt to a little 
less congestion on the roadways, the 
end of the school year and an ever-
watchful eye on the tropics.

Lee County Commissioner aptly 
points out that the County Govern-
ment is moving into hurricane prep-
arations and strongly suggests that 
you and your family and friends also 
prepare.  In addition, he announces 
the County’s plans for a new library 
on the corner of Homestead Road S. 
and Milwaukee Blvd.  Please give Ce-
cil a call at 239-533-2227.  

Sheriff Carmine Marceno alerts us 

on the ongoing problem of construc-
tion theft in our area.  As more people 
are moving into our area new homes 
are being built and, criminals are out 
on the prowl.  In addition, the Sher-
iff’s Office has and is stepping up 
patrols on our roadways looking out 
for speeders, aggressive drivers who 
bully other drivers, red light runners, 
DUI’s and a myriad of bad behavior 
that makes our roadways dangerous.

I have also long suspected that we 

have a significant population that 
lacks the privilege of being allowed 
to drive at all:  no driver’s license, 
suspended driver’s licenses, lack of 
insurance to name a few.  These peo-
ple endanger all of us and we pay the 
price in higher insurance premiums 
as well as further victimization in the 
event of an accident with one of these 
offenders who have no insurance – 
YOU pay and at times tragically.

Congratulations To Our High School Graduates – Lehigh/East 
Lee Finishes The “Season” By Mike Welch

Another busy season 
has come and gone, but 
it’s clear that Lee Coun-
ty is a year round des-

tination. Our SWFL International Airport 
had a record breaking month this past 
March with more than 1.5 million pas-
sengers in its 39 year history The tourism 
industry continues to be a vital resource 
for economic growth and job creation 
throughout the County and it’s a positive 
experience that keeps visitors and sea-
sonal residents coming back. We’re not 
recovering, we’re thriving. 

 As some of our seasonal residents 

head home, the County continues to work 
for you and forge ahead on long awaited 
projects and future planning. Your Board 
remains committed to completing and 
accelerating transportation and infra-
structure projects like roads, bridges, 
sidewalks, and utilities, throughout the 
County. During our May 17 Board meet-
ing, one of our agenda items included ap-
proval of a change order for Lehigh Local 
Roadway Resurfacing. This change order 
provides funding for the resurfacing of 
additional roads at the northwest corner 
of Lee Boulevard and Gunnery Road. For 
more updates on the County’s Road Re-
paving program please visit www.leegov.
com/dot/roadwatchupdate.

During that meeting we also approved 

the purchase of over 13 acres located at 
the northwest corner of Milwaukee Bou-
levard and Homestead Road South. I am 
excited to report this site will serve as a 
future library and will be sure to keep you 
updated as this project progresses.

The rainy season is already here and 
the hurricane season is quickly approach-
ing. It is important to always be prepared 
in case of an emergency or natural disas-
ter. Last year’s season brought 21 named 
storms – the third busiest on record. Al-
though we did not receive any direct hits, 
each season is different. 

We encourage all residents and busi-
ness owners to use our helpful notification 
tools to stay informed about storm threats. 

You can download the Lee Prepares App 
on your phone and sign up for Alert Lee by 
going to www.alertlee.com. It will gener-
ate calls, emails or texts about significant 
emergencies. We encourage you to pre-
pare early this season, make a family plan, 
put together your disaster supply kit, and 
take advantage of the Governor DeSantis’ 
upcoming tax-free days for buying sup-
plies. Response and recovery involves the 
entire community and the time is now to 
prepare. Visit www.leegov.com/hurricane 
for more resources and information. 

It is a privilege and honor to continue 
serving and representing you and all of 
Lee County. As always, please feel free to 
contact my office at (239) 533-2227 if I 
can ever be of assistance.

Photo: Commissioner 
Cecil Pendergrass, District 
2 | Chairman – Board of 
County Commissioners

Lehigh Acres Update From District 2 By Commissioner Cecil Pendergrass

The School District of Lee County is 
partnering with the Florida’s Summer 
BreakSpot program to keep children 
healthy and well-nourished while 
school is out. The Summer BreakSpot 
Program allows the District’s Food 
and Nutrition Services Department 
to provide free meals to children who 
are 18 years and younger at no cost to 
them during the summer.

This summer, breakfast and lunch 
will be served at more than 80 school-
based and community sites in Lee 
County between June 7th and July 
29th.  There are no income require-
ments or registration. Anyone age 18 
or younger may come to eat. Meals 
must be consumed on site as there is 
no longer any grab and go service.

“The School District of Lee County 

has partnered with the Summer Feed-
ing Program for over twenty years” 
says Food and Nutrition Services Di-
rector Kandy Messenger. “Serving 
summer meals to the students when 
school is not in session is an important 
service that we are able to provide.”

There are three ways to find a Sum-
mer BreakSpot site and serving times 
for breakfast and lunch.  Dial 2-1-1, 

Text “FoodFL” to 304-304 or visit 
www.SummerBreakSpot.org.

There will be a summer meals kick-
off event at Paul Sanborn Park on 
Tuesday, June 7th from 11:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. The Cape Coral Parks & 
Recreation Fun-Mobile will be on site 
until 1:00 p.m. to offer a variety of free 
games and activities. Media is invited 
to attend. 

Summer Breakspot To Provide Free Breakfast And Lunch 
While School Is Out Submitted By Rob Spicker



Last August, I reached 
out to a number of areas 
in our county regarding 
the theft of materials, 
tools and appliances 
from new construction 

sites. In response to this growing na-
tionwide issue, I formed the Lee County 
Sheriff’s Office Construction Theft Unit 
and dedicated significant resources in 
an effort to proactively address the mat-
ter and to respond to reported thefts.

While it appears that this unit has 
functioned effectively, the increase in 
new construction has both increased de-
mand for materials and increased theft 
opportunities.

While we will continue to utilize re-
quired resources to prevent and inves-
tigate construction site crimes, the most 

successful law enforcement efforts re-
quire community concern and involve-
ment.

Statistics reflecting criminal activity 
in Lee County have continued to decline, 
each year, and the Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office is working diligently to see this 
trend continue. Without pause, I thank 
the citizens and guests of Lee County 
who reach out to us and share their sus-
picions, concerns and ideas.

Once again, we are in need of your as-
sistance.

Throughout the county, we see con-
crete slabs, roofing materials, excavating 
machinery, tools, etc.

In varying stages of completion, these 
sites are vulnerable to theft of machin-
ery, appliances, cabinetry, paint supplies, 
doors, flooring…and much more.

The state, as a whole, is experienc-

ing these thefts and working to address 
them. This is, in no way, unique to Lee 
County.

Nationwide, an estimated $1 billion of 
materials are stolen annually from con-
struction sites…Florida ranks third in 
the nation behind California and Texas.

According to insurance reports, the 
majority of theft occurs between Friday 
at 6:00 pm and Monday’s early morning 
hours.

Water systems, well equipment, air 
conditioning units and kitchen/laundry 
appliances are also taken at a discon-
certing rate.

Your assistance is invaluable!

Contact the Lee County Sheriff’s Of-
fice immediately (239-477-100 non-
emergency / 9-1-1 emergency) should 
you suspect construction-site theft or 

observe:

•	 Vehicles or individuals at the con-
struction site during the evening and 
overnight hours.

•	 Loud noises during these darkened 
periods.  This should raise red flags!

•	 Juveniles as they have no reason for 
being at or near construction loca-
tions.

•	 Flashlights and cellphone lights after 
dark.

•	 Suspicious vehicles parked in drive-
ways or on the property…especially 
if equipment, appliances or materi-
als are being loaded INTO/ONTO the 
vehicles.

Until next month…I thank you for your 
support and for your diligence!

The Golden Shell is located within the 
Lehigh Acres Senior Center at 219 Plaza 
Dr. Lehigh Acres, FL 33936.  The Golden 
Shell store is run by volunteer Linda Dillon 
who is also a board member of the Lehigh 
Acres Senior Citizens Center, Inc. (LASCC) 
a non-profit organization.

The Golden Shell thrift store provides 
quality used merchandise at prices that 
seniors on a limited income are able to af-
ford.  We are a small, but quality–oriented 
thrift store.  Our prices are low and we 
always have a wide variety of items for 
sale.  Our boutique is located just inside 
the main door of the Senior Center and 
is open to the public.  In other words, you 
don’t have to be a member of the Lehigh 
Acres Senior Center to take advantage 
of our bargains or to just browse in our 
delightful store.  LASCC has supported a 
number of other non-profit organizations 
in the Lehigh area including Lehigh Com-
munity Services, Kiwanis and Goodwill.  
The Store hours are Monday thru Friday 
from 9am to 3pm. We invite you to stop in 
and shop with us soon.

The Golden Shell thrift store has recent-
ly opened up an eBay store called thegold-
enshell21, where higher valued products 
are sold.  As a non-profit store, all pro-
ceeds go back into the community to help 
seniors at the Lehigh Acres Senior Center.  
This eBay store is managed by volunteer 
Donna Long who is also a board member 
of LASCC.

Should you like to become a member 
of the Lehigh Acres Senior Center, please 
stop by or contact Mary Vance, Monday 
thru Friday 8 am-4pm at 239-369-5355. 
The Senior Center has a great deal to offer 
with an annual membership of $30.

Peggie’s Place Cafe’  is open from 8:30 
a.m. - 1 p.m. Monday through Friday.  They 
serve soups, sandwiches and other snacks, 
along with bi-weekly meals on Mondays.  
Rose Ann Marr is the Kitchen Manager as 
well as the President of the Board of Direc-
tors of the non-profit, Lehigh Acres Senior 
Citizens Center, Inc. (LASCC) .  Rose Ann 
has worked in the Kitchen for 7 years and 
has taken over as manager for the past 3 
years.  

Peggie’s Place Cafe’ plays an important 
role in making special events a huge suc-
cess.  They make most of the food they 
serve and the pot roast is a crowd pleaser 
at our bi-monthly birthday celebrations.  
Special Events require membership, how-
ever no membership is required to enjoy 
the day to day dining at Peggie’s Place 
Cafe’. Come in and enjoy a good meal at a 
very reasonable price.  

We invite you to come in and check out 

what Lehigh Acres Senior Center has to of-
fer.  The senior center is a wonderful place 
to make some new friends, fill your belly 
with great food, and lots of laughs. 

Should you like to become a member 
of the Lehigh Acres Senior Center, please 
stop by or contact Mary Vance, Monday 
thru Friday 8am - 4pm at 239-369-5355 
or visit us at: http://lehighacressenior-
citizenscenter.com/ Located behind the 
sheriff’s office at 219 Plaza Drive, the Se-
nior Center has a great deal to offer with 
annual membership of $30.
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201 Plaza Dr. #1 Lehigh Acres, Florida 33936Se Habla Español

Mon - Wed: 8 am to 5 pm      Thurs: 8 am to 8:30 pm
Fri: 8 am to 12 pm (Noon)      Sat: 8 am to 2 pm   

(239) 303-2400
www.riverdaledentalonline.com

Make Your Appointment Today

$50 OFF $99
The services included are codes D1110 or D1120, D0120 or D0150, and D0274. The patient or any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, The services included are codes D1110 or D1120, D0120 or D0150, and D0274. The patient or any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, 
or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for free, or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for free, 
discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

Your Next Dental Treatment ofYour Next Dental Treatment of  $  $200 or more       200 or more       Healthy Adult/Child Cleaning, Exam & X-raysHealthy Adult/Child Cleaning, Exam & X-rays

Must present ad to receive offer. Limit one discount per person, per month.  Must present ad to receive offer. Limit one discount per person, per month.  May not be combined with any other offer. No monetary value. Offer expires: May not be combined with any other offer. No monetary value. Offer expires: June 30, 2022

OR

RIVERDALE DENTAL COUPON

Have The Smile You Always Wanted!
We Are Here To Take Care Of We Are Here To Take Care Of ALLALL Your Dental Needs Your Dental Needs

Private practice taking care of Lee County Smiles for 39 years.Private practice taking care of Lee County Smiles for 39 years.

QUARTERLY MEETING 
    SUMMER 2022

SWFLBUSINESSALLIANCE.COM

THURSDAY, JULY 21ST
11:00 AM TO 1:00 PM

GEORGE W. SCHAEFFER
Founder of dominant global consumer brand OPI® Nails, 

and Chairman and CEO of People’s Trust Insurance.

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER

RSVP TO (239)470-5611 OR SIGN UP ONLINE!

VICTORY CONFERENCE CENTER
1201 Taylor Lane, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

NETWORK AT STOGIE PAIRING
Hosted and Sponsored by Jesse Nadell of Greater Florida Financial and 

Co-Founder of the SWFL Business Alliance. Catered by Fresh Market.

THURSDAY JUNE 16, 2022    |   5:30PM-7:30PM
At Stogie Pairing 13499 S. Cleveland Ave, Suite 245 

LIVE MUSIC • FOOD • BEVERAGES • ACTIVITIES
FOOD CONTESTS & AWARDS  • VENDORS 

(239) 303-9585

VICTORY CHURCH AND SWFL BUSINESS ALLIANCE PRESENT

1201 TAYLOR LN EXT,    LEHIGH ACRES, FL 33936

WHERE: VICTORY TOWN CENTER
TIME: 5PM-10PM |  FREE EVENT

WWW.VICTORYTOWNCENTER.COM

FIREWORK SHOW
JULY
4TH

2ND ANNUAL

OF

Ongoing Construction-Site Theft

Lehigh Acres Senior Center 
Gift Shop Has An eBay Store

Peggie’s Place Cafe

By Sheriff Carmine Marceno

Submitted By Lehigh Acres Senior Center

Submitted By Lehigh Acres Senior Center

Photo: Rose Ann Marr, president of the Board 
of Directors alongside Mary Schmidt kitchen 
volunteer during a birthday celebration.

Photo: Linda Dillon and Donna Long stand among 
a display within The Golden Shell. Donna is 
holding a sign that promotes the new eBay store.



June 6     National Frozen Yogurt Day    
Frozen yogurt is a great, healthy and tasty treat. So, we are ecstatic that 
there are two days to celebrate it. But, don’t limit your consumption of 
frozen yogurt to just two days a year. Eat it as often as you can! National 
Frozen Yogurt Day was created in 1993 by The Country’s Best Yogurt 
(TCBY’s) . Obviously, they did so to promote frozen yogurt. And, we are so 
glad that they did. 

June 10    National Iced Tea Day 
 With the official start of summer just a few days away. The timing is 
perfect for National Iced Tea Day. Today may serve as a good reminder to 
make and enjoy your first (of many) Iced Tea drink of the season. Have 
it plain, add a little lemon, or sweeten it with sugar. Iced Tea is certainly 
a favorite summer cooler of millions of Americans. And best of all, tea is 
good for your health! It takes no imagination to decide how to enjoy this 
great day: Grab an Iced Tea and head out to the hammock strung under a 
shady tree. 

June 18    Go Fishing Day 
 Today is Go Fishing Day. Now, this is my kind of day! It’s a day to go out 
and bring home a healthy, tasty, meal for the family. Celebrate today, on 
the shore or in a boat, with a fishing pole in one hand, and your favorite 
beverage in the other. And, don’t go home until you have caught your limit 
of fish! 

June 19    Juneteenth Day 
 Juneteenth day celebrates and symbolizes the end of slavery in the United 
States. President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation 
on September 22, 1862. It was not until June 19, 1865 that all slaves were 
finally freed. That concluding event was when General Gordon Granger 
rode into Galveston, Texas with his troops and issued Order Number 3 
which finally freed the last of the slaves. The formal end of slavery was 
marked by the passing of the 13th amendment of the constitution. 
 

June 21     National Sea Shell Day 
Today is the first day of summer. It’s time to hit the beach, soak up some 
rays, and search for seashells. It makes perfect sense that today is also 
National Sea Shell Day.  What’s your favorite seashell? A conch, a clam, a 
sand dollar or a seahorse, perhaps? As 
you pick them off the beach, make sure 
the shell is empty and not alive. When in 
doubt, gently, place them back in the ocean. 
The best time to search for sea shells is 
from an hour before to an hour after low 
tide. Most can be found along the high tide 
mark.  

The East Lee County News is a monthly publication for the residents in its distribution area.  We utilize material contributed 
by the readers, organizations, and public relations professionals as a reporting service only.  The East Lee County News is 
not responsible for inaccuracies or errors that may be contained in such material. Articles are printed in as timely a fashion 
as deadlines allow and on a space available basis.  Goods or services advertised within this publication are not endorsed, 
warranted or guaranteed by the East Lee County News, LLC. Submissions: You may submit your piece to the newspaper to 
consider for publication. All submissions must be made in a modifiable computer file and emailed to: press@eastleenews.
com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com. The submissions must include your name, full residential address (no post office boxes), 
your telephone number, your occupation and a short description of your background. By transmitting your piece to press@
eastleenews.com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com you agree to the following Copyright Statement: I have not submitted this 
writing to any other publication. I have used my own words and ideas in this writing and agree that the newspaper may edit my 
writing for publication, redistribution and commercial rights to my writing without royalty or other compensation.
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Relax & Enjoy
t o t a l  r e l a x a t i o n

13120 Westlinks Terrace
Suite #9

Fort Myers, FL 33913

Hair • Massage • Facial • Nails • Waxing • And More 
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BOATS- WORD SEARCH

Boats ­ Word Search

Come test your boat knowledge in this word find. The words in this word search are hidden across, 

down, and diagonally, with backwards.
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More To Celebrate!More To Celebrate!
Dates & descriptions provided by www.holidayinsights.com



Get what you’re looking for at
 LIFESBASICQUESTIONS.COM

L O O K I N G  F O R

ANSWERS?
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SCREEN MACHINE
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED!

(239)898-3528

FREE
ESTIMATE!

CALL FOR YOUR

Bringing You 20 Years of Experience!

SCREEN 
REPAIR 
SPECIAL 7
10% Discount on Complete Re-Screen!

$150 Minimum Job / 2 Year Warranty Included

Licensed & Insured

5 5

223399--226644--33114411
wwwwww..jjuussttaalliittttlleemmaaggiicc0033..ccoomm

Princesses  Princesses  ..  Superheroes  Superheroes

Unicorns  Unicorns  ..  Dinos    Dinos  ..  Fairies  Fairies

Swimming Mermaids  & more!Swimming Mermaids  & more!

bring Just A Little Magic 
to your next event!

Enjoy affordable, family-friendly funEnjoy affordable, family-friendly fun
by inviting a charming character to by inviting a charming character to 

entertain your party guests!entertain your party guests!  

Call To BOOK Today!Call To BOOK Today!

Music & Event Hall

www.Ter-Tinis.com
239-344-6147

1901 Crystal Drive, Fort Myers, FL, 33907

Dinner Shows  .  Private Events
Seminars  .  Banquets

Holiday Events  .  Weddings

IS IT TIME TO REVIEW
YOUR WEBSITE?

OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!

PARADISECREATIVEGROUP.COM

12801 COMMERCE LAKES DR
SUITE#26
FORT MYERS, FL 33913  

Full-Service Marketing 
and Advertising on Sanibel, 
Ft. Myers Beach in Fort 
Myers & Lehigh Acres, FL 239.908.4581

(239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com

Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The
Forum, Buckingham And Most Of Lehigh

4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

DELIVERY
PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT

11:00am-10:00pm
(239) 491-2203

Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

CALL US FOR YOUR STORM 
REPLACEMENT NEEDS

Quality Work and Affordable Prices
Serving Lehigh Acres Since 1989

Jim
(239) 940-2074

CALL US FOR YOUR STORM 
REPLACEMENT NEEDS

Quality Work and Affordable Prices
Serving Lehigh Scres Since 1989

Jim
(239) 940-2074

LIC #AW000020

• Entryway
• Screen Rooms
• Pool Enclosures
• Garage Screens
• Soffits
• Siding Gutters
• Storm Protection LIC #AW000020

• Entryway
• Screen Rooms
• Pool Enclosures
• Garage Screens
• Soffits
• Siding Gutters
• Storm Protection

Wealth | Investments | Freedom

YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS.YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS.
Acquire Or Build Your Own Franchise To Gain Unlimited Earning Potential.Acquire Or Build Your Own Franchise To Gain Unlimited Earning Potential.

(239) 470-5611   |   FRANCHISEINFLORIDA.COM
INFO@FRANCHISEOPPORTUNITIESFL.COM

Personalized servicePersonalized service
Long term supportLong term support
EXPERT MARKETING SERVICESEXPERT MARKETING SERVICES

BUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCEBUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCE
EXCLUSIVE franchisor toolsEXCLUSIVE franchisor tools
ACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATAACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATA

“We will match you with a franchise that works for you and guide“We will match you with a franchise that works for you and guide
you through the steps to achieve your goals, from theyou through the steps to achieve your goals, from the

purchasing phase to marketing.”purchasing phase to marketing.”
-Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant-Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant

how we can help YOU:how we can help YOU:

call for a free consultation!

AIR CONDITIONING • HEATING • POOL HEATING 
REPAIR • UPDATE • MAINTAIN

WATER HEATER • HEAT RECOVERY

Ask About Our
$99 Specials! FREE

ESTIMATES

Quality Service Guaranteed
Licensed & Insured

Quality Service Guaranteed Licensed & Insured

MATTHEW RYAN   
Owner

(239) 645-9834

YOU’RE INVITED!

Optional $10/month and $30/month memberships available.

Join us for FREE networking!
2 Opportunities a Week!

Form and maintain strong relationships with 
other local businesses, and get quality

referrals from one another.

Arrive and depart anytime.

WEDNESDAYS
12:00pm-1:00pm

Torched Bar and Grill
 2409 Surfside Blvd,
Cape Coral 33991

FRIDAYS
8:00am-9:30am

Metro Deli & Cafe
12951 Metro Pkwy # 11
Fort Myers, FL 33966

BUSINESS BILLBOARD
To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611

Get a FREE game
of bowling at

when you sign up to receive our 

e-Newspaper and get offers at 
eastleenews.com/deals.

To redeem your Free Game you’ll be invited 
to log in to Gator Lanes new Online Rewards 
Center. One Game per Person. Conditions apply.

FENCE 1 CORP.FENCE 1 CORP.FENCE 1 CORP.

Pedro Fuentes
Owner

Se habla Espanol

Chain Link
Wood
Metal/Privacy
Ornamental
Vinyl

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Licensed & Insured

239-303-2624
fence_1@aol.com

VISIT  www.EASTLEENEWS.com
FOR MORE  INFORMATIONAL & 
GREAT STORIES IN THE AREA!



Charlie 
Bonacolta

Broker/Salesman
“A House Sold Name”
239-994-1062

Nick BonacoltaOver 36 Years 
Combined Experience!

Realty World 
C. Bagans First 
30 Colorado Road 

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be 
charging you transaction fees when you 
purchase your home. Realty World does not 
charge transaction fees. Please call Realty 

World and save some money at closing.

E-MAIL ADDRESS
Charlisold@gmail.com
www.charliesold.com

Charlie
Bonacolta

Nick
Bonacolta

Salesman
E-MAIL ADDRESS
nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/ 
NickBonacoltaRW 

(239)
887-0468

CHARLIE BONACOLTA
          239-994-1062          charlisold@gmail.com

NICK BONACOLTA
          239-887-0468          nbonacolta@gmail.com

DON’T LIST YOUR HOME WITH JUST DON’T LIST YOUR HOME WITH JUST 
ANYONE IN THIS CRAZY MARKET!ANYONE IN THIS CRAZY MARKET!

You need the RIGHT agent with the experience, knowledge of 
TODAY’S current market and the contacts and connections to get 
you through to closing as smoothly as possible. You need someone 
that knows how to orchestrate the frenzy of back to back showings 
and multiple offers. You need someone that can help you pick the 
right offer that is going to get to closing based on their experience 
and market knowledge. The right agents will actually get you more 
money in your pocket. 

Please give CHARLIE or NICK a call today. We have the experience, 
market knowledge and contacts and connections to get it done right 
the first time. 

Realty World C. Bagans First
239-369-5841
Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate community since 1979.
Se Habla Español 

Realty World International
#1 OFFICE

BUYERS BEWARE:
Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees 
when you purchase your home. Realty World does not 
charge transaction fees. Please call Realty World and 
save some money at closing.

Welcome to this MAGNIFICENTLY REMODELED SALT WATER POOL home on an 
oversized FENCED 1/2 ACRE property nestled away on a quiet dead end aside & 
backed to a canal in the highly desirable SW SIDE. This split floor plan spotlights 
ADMIRABLE WOOD PORCELAIN TILE THROUGHOUT, new STAINLESS STEEL 
appliances, cathedral ceilings, a favorable breakfast bar, and an enormous 22 by 
40 pool and patio area! This model highlights a NEWER (19)hvac system, IMPACT 
WINDOWS, a NEWER (20)water treatment system,  NEWER water heater, NEWER pool 
equipment, and a walk-in tiled shower in master bath with a dual rain shower head. 
It also features an epoxy floor in garage, crown molding, a gazebo, an OUTDOOR 
FIREPLACE PATIO, newer fixtures, recessed lighting, and a spacious storage shed. 
Just Minutes from major amenities and a quick commute to Fort Myers.

Wonderful pool home in the desirable Villas community centrally located in Ft. Myers. 
Nice split bedroom floor plan with two nice sized guest bedrooms and a nice shared 
bath. Master Suite has large closet, updated bath and French doors leading directly 
to the pool. Kitchen has all newer appliances, extra cabinet space and granite 
countertops. There is a pass through window in the kitchen leading to the bonus room 
which can be used as dining room or family room and also leads to the pool. Wonderful 
back yard oasis that is privacy fenced with plenty of yard space around the pool for 
outdoor activities. Refresh in the salt water pool as well as integrated spa. There is a 
new pool pump as well as new pool heater. All light fixtures and ceiling fans have been 
updated and the interior has recently been painted. The A/C system was replaced in 
2017 and the metal roof is only 11 years old. Don’t miss out on this wonderful home 
and all it has to offer. Easy access to 41, I 75, Fort Myers International airport, two 
spring training facilities and the Sandy beaches of Ft Myers and SW Florida.

Riverfront Paradise! Enjoy the view with over 150 feet of direct Caloosahatchee river 
frontage providing access to both the Gulf and Atlantic through the Okeechobee 
Waterway. There is a Private boat and jet ski ramp along with the covered electric 
boat lift. Boat lift has recently been updated with reinforced concrete pilings and a 
new wooden deck. Your property has 1.85 acres and 3 outbuildings including a 2 
car garage, large workshop with overhead door and the water equipment shed with 
extra storage space. Spacious 3 bed 2 bath home with newer Bamboo flooring in main 
living areas, brand new carpet in each bedroom and new tile floor in both baths. Large 
living room has triple slider leading to large screened lanai with panoramic view of the 
water. Kitchen has solid surface counters and all appliances are newer. Master suite 
has sliders to rear lanai and a private bath with large walk in closet. Guest bath has 
also been completely remodeled. Open concept dining room with sitting area including 
a wood burning fireplace. Oversized solar heated pool with large under roof area 
overlooking the river. Amazing riverfront property with private gated entrance.

Offered At ..................$400,000 Offered At ..................$425,000 Offered At ..................$949,000
David Mulligan   (239) 878-3702   dmulls2000@gmail.com Matt Jackson     (574) 302-5628     mjackson08@msn.com Matt Jackson     (574) 302-5628     mjackson08@msn.com

WONDERFUL 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH
 POOL HOME WITH PRIVACY FENCE

MAGNIFICENT 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH 
SALTWATER POOL HOME ON 1/2 ACRE

RIVERFRONT PARADISE! SPACIOUS 3/2 
WATERFRONT PROPERTY ON ALMOST 2 ACRES

#----#----#----

■ Shellie has the expertise to market your rental      
   property.
■ A property management attorney prepared lease 
   that works for you.
■ Licensed and insured vendors ready to do repairs at  
    reasonable rates - No surcharges.
■ A management program that provides you with
    monthly statements and checks.
■ End of year income statements and quarterly
     inspections.

Looking for a professional full 
service property management 

company?

WWEE  HHAAVVEE  WWEELLLL  QQUUAALLIIFFIIEEDD  
TTEENNAANNTTSS  RREEAADDYY  TTOO    MMOOVVEE  

IINN  TTOODDAAYY!!

30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com

239-369-5892

Call us today to learn what our 40+ 
years of trusted property 

management can do for you.

Shellie Marchsteiner
Property Manager

Telephone (239) 369-5892

C. Bagans First

■ Shellie has the expertise to market your rental      
   property.
■ A property management attorney prepared lease 
   that works for you.
■ Licensed and insured vendors ready to do repairs at  
    reasonable rates - No surcharges.
■ A management program that provides you with
    monthly statements and checks.
■ End of year income statements and quarterly
     inspections.

Looking for a professional full 
service property management 

company?

WWEE  HHAAVVEE  WWEELLLL  QQUUAALLIIFFIIEEDD  
TTEENNAANNTTSS  RREEAADDYY  TTOO    MMOOVVEE  

IINN  TTOODDAAYY!!

30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com

239-369-5892

Call us today to learn what our 40+ 
years of trusted property 

management can do for you.

Shellie Marchsteiner
Property Manager

Telephone (239) 369-5892

C. Bagans First

■ Shellie has the expertise to market your rental      
   property.
■ A property management attorney prepared lease 
   that works for you.
■ Licensed and insured vendors ready to do repairs at  
    reasonable rates - No surcharges.
■ A management program that provides you with
    monthly statements and checks.
■ End of year income statements and quarterly
     inspections.

Looking for a professional full 
service property management 

company?

WWEE  HHAAVVEE  WWEELLLL  QQUUAALLIIFFIIEEDD  
TTEENNAANNTTSS  RREEAADDYY  TTOO    MMOOVVEE  

IINN  TTOODDAAYY!!

30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com

239-369-5892

Call us today to learn what our 40+ 
years of trusted property 

management can do for you.

Shellie Marchsteiner
Property Manager

Telephone (239) 369-5892

C. Bagans First
WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS 

READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!


