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Providing you with the highest levels of 
Customer Service in our Community.

Capability. Commitment. Community.
Call for a Free Quote

239-674-7630 | www.goodladandswank.com
702 Leeland Heights Blvd W Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

The Goodlad & Swank Approach - 3 Steps of Service
1. Ask great questions and listen closely to our clients.
2. Shop Florida’s top insurance carriers for best rates
    and coverage.
3. Craft a comprehensive insurance plan to cover what 
    matters most.

WHY NOT INSURE IT ALL UNDER ONE ROOF?

FLOOD HOME AUTO LIFE BUSINESS BOAT

954-465-9110  |  Claimresults.com
This is a solicitation for business. If you have had a claim for an insured property loss or damage and you are satisfied 

with the payment by your insurer, you may disregard this advertisement. 

Claim Results Public Adjusters, llC
Residential & Commercial

Was your claim Delayed, Denied or Underpaid? If you have storm damage, it’s not too late!
I can help. Call Cary Kingsberg, Public AdjusterCary Kingsberg, Public Adjuster at 954-465-9110954-465-9110. I settle claims.

NO RECOVERY, NO FEE! We get paid when you get paid! 

15 Years Experience & Commitment to Helping Property Owners
24/7 Availability  •  Peace of Mind  •  Detailed Inspections & Knowledge

Claims We Specialize In
Water Leaks & Stains  •  Damaged Flooring  •  Shower Pan Leaks  •  Roof Damage  •  Flooding 

Pipe Breaks  •  Hurricane Damage  •  Roof Leaks  •  Mold Damage  •  Fire/Smoke Damage
Broken Tiles & Missing Shingles  •  Water Damage from AC or Water Heater

Contact Us For a Free Inspection
If your property was damaged by Hurricane IAN, please call us now so we can help you.

Get the Claim Results & Settlement You Deserve

Cary Kingsberg Cary Kingsberg 
LICENSE #D055801LICENSE #D055801

MRSR 2958

CBC 1264948
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US Postage

PAID
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Photo: Butch Swank, 
President of Southwest 
Florida Business Alliance, 
goodladandswank.com

I stumbled upon 
some interesting re-
lationship advice re-
cently. It’s from a cou-

ple that introduced a clever system 
for the end-of-day talk that pretty 
much all couples have. They have 
two categories: Do you want me 
to listen, or do you want help? It is 
such a simple thing but also bril-
liant. Speaking from a dude’s per-
spective, I only want to help solve 
my wife’s issue, and most often, she 
wants to vent a bit and share her 
day. Good Lord! Think of the argu-
ments I would have avoided by just 

listening instead of jumping in and 
barking orders on how to fix these 
very, in my opinion, fixable prob-
lems! Dudes… how do you ladies 
live with us?

In my book, we have the exact 
same situation here in that every-
one on the East side of I-75 is al-
ways a listener. We talk endlessly 
about how bad traffic is and why 
it only gets worse. We almost nev-
er take the time to help ourselves 
by actually speaking with the right 
people who have the power to FIX 
things. Our County Commissioners 
are human, just like us. If they are 
not hearing what bothers us, they 
justifiably have no reason to help. 
We cannot blame them if we’re not 

letting them know how bad things 
have gotten. If enough people call or 
email saying the current traffic con-
ditions are unacceptable, then they 
will act. If they don’t, we surely need 
to get new Commissioners, but I 
think it’s only fair that we give them 
this much-needed feedback first. If 
you go to www.leegov.com/bocc, 
you can find your Commissioner 
there, along with all of their contact 
details. We’ve all been good listen-
ers, but I say it’s time for us to switch 
gears and start helping ourselves. 

Here’s another area I feel we need 
to let our local government know 
about. I’ve been told by multiple 
independent people that there will 
be no baseball, tee ball, or soccer in 

County parks for at least six months 
because Hurricane Ian damaged a 
light at one facility, and it then fell 
during a game. The reaction was to 
close all parks. Maybe there’s a le-
gitimate reason for the six-month 
delay, but there have been no efforts 
to explain it to us. Also, I whole-
heartedly agree that if the situation 
is unsafe, then closing the parks is 
a good idea. However, half a year? 
Why not start taking bids and pay 
extra to get it done fast? Again, the 
County Commission has a lot on its 
plate, but it is literally their job to 
prioritize what happens and where. 
I feel like our kids have had a real-
ly tough couple of years thanks to 
COVID, and now having no sports 

Traffic and Tee Ball By Butch Swank
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CANERIMPACTWINDOWS.COM

239.772.4601
Call Us Today for Your 
FREE CONSULTATION

LICENSE #CGC1530091

Hurricane Protection • Energy Efficiency • Sound Proofing
Update, Modernize & Beautify Your Home • Burglar Safe 

NO PAYMENTS For Up to 18 Months, Paid For With Your Property Taxes
Conventional, SUPER SIMPLE & SECURE, Same as Cash, Second Mortgages, FHA Title 1 Loans

Select Your Own Payment Program
with a Lender with Qualified Credit

MONTHLY PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $150 PER MONTH

Proud Distributor of

POST-HURRICANE SEASON SPECIALS

$100 
Off Windows

$200
Off Doors

only makes things worse. If you’re a 
parent or even someone that played 
sports as a kid, I encourage you to con-
tact the Commission and ask if they 
can help get this done faster. 

Thomas Jefferson had an interesting 

quote: “The government you elect is 
the government you deserve.” I think 
what he’s saying is that the common 
people, us, get the leadership we accept. 
I am a glass-half-full type, so I always 
prefer giving the benefit of the doubt. If 
our local leaders don’t listen to us, that 
is on them. However, if we don’t share 
our concerns, then it is unfair of us to 

criticize them since we have offered no 
feedback. I hope I’ve made my case that 
it’s in everyone’s best interest for you, 
as an individual, to take that extra five 
minutes from your busy day and start 
making your voice heard by the people 
in a position to make things better. We 
all live in such a beautiful place, and 
it is our responsibility to look after it. 

So, once you’re done with your coffee, 
please make that call or hit send on that 
email. You’ve moved from listening to 
helping, and if enough of us do this, 
things can only get better!

For Questions or remakrs, please 
email press@eastleenews.com

When you submit an insurance claim, 
your insurance company employs a pro-
fessional adjuster who represents the com-
pany’s best interest, not yours. At www.
claimresults.com we settle claims.

At Claim Results Public Adjusters, we 
work for you, not the insurance compa-
ny.The primary reason a public Adjuster 
is hired is to help the policyholder fully 
recover from their insurance company, 
for all covered damages sustained in the 
event of a loss. Public Adjusters inspect all 
areas to demonstrate the entire impact of 
the loss producing event.When people’s 
homes or businesses are lost to Fire, Hur-

ricane, or other incidents, the process of 
navigating insurance claims and recovery 
can be difficult and emotionally draining. 
Without the expertise in filing a claim,pol-
icyholders are often at an extreme disad-
vantage.

As your public adjuster, we will do a 
complimentary inspection and claim 
review. We will confirm coverages and 
deductibles.We will work with your in-
surance company on your claim and co-
ordinate all inspections. Lastly, we will 
negotiate and help you get the money that 
you deserve.

If your claim was delayed, denied or un-
derpaid, please call Cary Kingsberg at 954-
465-9110. My son Cole and I will handle 
the claim from start to finish. I am a mem-
ber of the FAPIA - the Florida Association 
of public insurance Adjusters - and have 
15 years of experience and commitment 
to helping property owners.We have been 
successful in assisting your neighbors with 
their insurance claims. At Claim Results 
Public Adjusters, we are licensed, insured, 
& Bonded.

Do you have damage to your ROOF? 
You probably deserve a new roof. Don’t 
let the insurance company give you $500-

$1000 to do a repair and tell you to get 
shingles or tiles that do not exist. Please 
call Cary Kingsberg at 954-465-9110 to 
schedule a complimentary inspection/
claim review. Don’t wait! Call today! At 
www.claimresults.com we settle claims!

Please give me a call if you have any 
questions about your claim.

This is a solicitation for business. If you 
had a claim for an insured property loss or 
damage and you are satisfied with the pay-
ment by your insurer, you may disregard 
this advertisement.

Claim Results Public Adjusters: Why Do You Need A Public 
Adjuster? By Cary Kingsberg (LIC# D055801)

GLORYWAY

GloryWay was founded in Mansfield, 
Ohio by lead singer, Justin Crank. Raised 
on good old-fashion gospel music, Justin 
developed a love for four-part harmo-
ny.  What began as four friends singing 
around town was blessed by God and 
has blossomed into a powerful full-time 
ministry. 

GloryWay has the privilege of working 
with several prestigious agencies in the 
world of Gospel Music entertainment. 
GloryWay is signed with Capitol Art-
ists as one of their booking agents and is 
also on the Gateway Management label, 
a highly-respected management agency. 
GloryWay travels over 60,000 miles an-
nually, all across the United States, some-
times booking engagements over a year 
in advance. Every weekend of the year, 
plus some, is packed full of exciting min-

istry opportunities for GloryWay. Glory-
Way songs can be heard on nationwide 
radio, including ‘Nobody’,  ‘God, You’re 
Amazing,’ and ‘End of the Story’. Many 
GloryWay fans have found comfort in 
‘Just a Little While’, a ballad written by 
GloryWay’s own John Cole. 

All of these songs can be found on the 
most recent, groundbreaking project ti-
tled ‘God, You’re Amazing’. GloryWay 
has participated in numerous showcas-
es at the National Quartet Convention.  
In 2016, they were a part of the Amer-
ican Gospel Celebration hosted by Pas-
tor John Hagee.  In 2017 and 2018, they 
were nominated for ‘Sunrise Quartet 
of the Year’ for SGN Scoops Diamond 
Awards, taking home the honor in 2018. 
GloryWay has also been named South-
ern Gospel Artist of the Year by South-
ern Gospel New York.  They were hon-
ored guests on the nationally syndicated 

radio program “Paul Heil and the Gospel 
Greats” and they’ve presented their min-
istry at the Thomas Road Baptist Church 
in Lynchburg, Virginia. GloryWay has 
been honored to perform at Dollywood 
in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee many times 
over the years. 

They’ve been blessed to record in sev-
eral studios with some elite producers 
and talented musicians who can be heard 
on the many projects that they have re-
corded, including a Christmas CD. Glo-
ryWay is made up of owner/ lead singer 
Justin Crank, tenor Bryan Langley, and 
baritone John Cole. GloryWay puts on 
a unique and versatile performance that 
blends classic four-part harmony with 
exciting and inspiring new sounds and 
styles. 

They look forward to each and ev-
ery opportunity to share their ministry.  

Each performance is sure to delight and 
encourage all who listen. 

 Come out and see them Friday, March 
10th at 7 pm at Christ United Methodist 
Church in Lehigh Acres.

MASTERSINGERS
CHAMBER CHORUS

Join the Mastersingers Chamber 
Chorus for a free concert exploring the 
themes of Joy, Love and Peace with mu-
sic and readings. This concert is FREE 
and open to the public at Christ United 
Methodist Church in Lehigh Acres.

For More information about these 
concerts or other events at Christ Unit-
ed Methodist Church in lehigh, contact 
Charlene Golden at Admin@christumc-
lehigh.org or (239) 369-1433.

GloryWay Quartet & the Mastersingers Chamber Chorus
Submitted By Charlene Golden
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Cancer survivor, friend lost to can-
cer, cancer researcher. These are just 
some of the people involved with 
the annual Pan-Florida Challenge 
Cancer Ride (PFC) taking place in 
Naples and Tampa on March 25-
26. PFC funds ground-breaking 
research studying the linkages be-
tween hunger and cancer at Moffitt 
Cancer Center. PFC also provides 
nutritious meals to underprivileged 
and hungry children to prevent 
cancer later in life. Whether you’re 
looking to celebrate survival, honor 
a loved one, or simply want to sup-
port a worthy cause, the PFC Can-
cer Ride means something different 
to everyone.

“I’m a firsthand example of why 
these funds work, specifically for 
critical cancer research,” said Janelle 
Morales, Administrative Support 
Staff Supervisor at Moffit Cancer 
Center. She joined the PFC Cancer 
Ride for the first-time last year to 
commemorate her personal jour-
ney as a cancer survivor, which she 
attributes in part to drug research 
being done at Moffitt, and to honor 
the memory of her aunt who passed 
away from the disease.

Dr. Nagi Kumar, Senior Member 
of Cancer Epidemiology at Moffitt, 
and teams of researchers so far have 
identified six specific agents derived 
from phytochemicals that they are 
using to develop cancer-fighting 
drugs for patients, like Morales, in 
pre-cancerous and early stages of 
cancer.

“This is an area that is high risk, 
but also high reward. This work 
doesn’t get funded immediately by 
the government and other agencies 
until we have definitive proof, and 

almost all of them are now,” said Dr. 
Kumar. “But, in the beginning, or-
ganizations like Pan-Florida Chal-
lenge helped with seed money for 
the preliminary work testing com-
pounds derived from plants.”

David McAllister, his wife, broth-
er, and sister-in-law are self-pro-
claimed serial fundraisers and pas-
sionate cyclists from Jacksonville 
who also joined the PFC Cancer 
Ride last year. “The PFC Cancer 
Ride combined some of our favor-
ite things like cycling in a warm 
place, fundraising for cancer pre-
vention, and nutrition, which we’re 
all involved in healthy lifestyles and 
believe is an important component 
of cancer prevention.” The team, 
known as Angelina’s Song, rides in 
support of dear friends who lost 
their daughter to cancer in 2015 
and started a charity related to mu-
sic therapy for pediatric cancer pa-
tients.

The McAllister’s have become 
friends with fellow riders and say 
the event is a “tremendous amount 
of fun.” They plan to do their 2023 
PFC ride in Tampa. “We’re looking 
forward to it. It gives everybody 
an opportunity to get involved in a 
charity that is both worthwhile and 
mission oriented. We try to come up 
with unique ways to meet the fund-
raising minimum, and this year we 
went to one of my friends who owns 
Subaru of Jacksonville. They spon-
sored us, covered our expenses, and 
they promoted it within their social 
network. We magnified our efforts 
by finding a sponsor,” said McAllis-
ter.

Master Sergeant James Douglas 
is retired after 26 years in the Army 

and is now a JROTC instructor at a 
local high school. “I like support-
ing different organizations but co-
incidentally one of my coworkers 
had cancer and actually died about 
three weeks before the ride last year. 
It gave me even more reason to sup-
port the mission,” said Douglas. “I 
also have a friend whose wife just 
passed away from cancer a couple 
of weeks ago and I have a family 
member who now has cancer. So, 
this is something I can see always 
doing from here on out to try and 
help make a difference.”

Douglas rode by himself last 
year but says he quickly made new 
friends. “The meet and greet before 
the ride was amazing. Overall, it 
was just an amazing ride. I believe 
everyone should get involved with 
PFC because with every organiza-
tion, the financial side will always 
be there. Social media, that’s the 
thing of today and that’s probably 
one of the best ways to actually get 
out there to help with fundraising. 
Unfortunately, cancer is not going 
away and there’s no definite cure, 
so the more awareness the better 
so that we can bring a cure to this 
disease and help prevent untimely 
deaths.”

“I am so amazed,” said Dr. Kumar. 
“These riders are just as dedicated 
as we are, training and giving of 
themselves physically to this cause. 
I am blown away by their commit-
ment and I feel like they’re definitely 
a part of our team,” said Dr. Kumar.

“We all have been affected by can-
cer or will be in some way and you 
can help make a difference,” said 
Jeri Goetz, Executive Director of the 
Pan Florida Challenge Cancer Ride. 

“It’s a great ride to participate in as 
an individual or if you get friends 
together and join a team. It’s a ride 
and not a race, so March 25 – 26, 
cyclists of all ages and abilities are 
welcome to join in and choose from 
multiple routes in Tampa and Na-
ples.”

To learn more about start times, 
registration fees, and fundraising 
minimums please visit panflori-
dachallenge.org. 

The Pan-Florida Challenge 
wouldn’t be possible without the 
support of generous sponsors. If 
your business is interested in spon-
soring the 2023 ride, please visit 
panfloridachallenge.org/sponsors 
for more information. 

ABOUT PAN-FLORIDA 
CHALLENGE

Pan-Florida Challenge (PFC) is a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization 
with a mission to engage the com-
munity in cancer prevention re-
search and education and distribute 
cancer fighting food to undernour-
ished children throughout Florida. 
Founded in 2014, PFC partners with 
elementary schools throughout the 
state to distribute weekend backpack 
meals, also known as PFC Power 
Packs and Family Weekend Back-
pack Meals. These meals contain 
nutritious food items that meet or 
exceed the USDA’s dietary recom-
mendation for elementary school 
aged children. To date, PFC has pro-
vided more than 8 million meals to 
hungry children – all with the help 
of annual fundraising events, grants, 
sponsorships, and benefactors. For 
more information, please visit pan-
floridachallenge.org. 

Pan-Florida Challenge Cancer Ride Brings Riders Of All 
Levels Together To Fight Deadly Disease 
Powerful Stories Behind Why Riders Take Part Submitted By Josh Milton



 The Continental Women’s Club 
will hold its monthly luncheon meet-
ing on Thursday, March 2nd at 11:30 
a.m. at The Hideaway Country Club. 

Our program this month will fea-
ture Angela Katz, Director of Devel-

opment and Communications for 
the Lee Association of Remarkable 
Citizens (LARC). Established in 
1954, LARC is a training center for 
success for individuals with intellec-
tual and developmental disabilities. 

Continental Women’s Club is a so-
cial, cultural, and philanthropic or-
ganization established in 1975, and 
membership is open to women liv-
ing in Lee County. Meetings are held 
on the first Thursday of each month 
at 11:30 am at The Hideaway Coun-

try Club, 5670 Trailwinds Drive, Fort 
Myers 33907.   The cost to attend the 
luncheon is $25.  Please call Liz Paul 
at 239-691-7561 for additional infor-
mation or to make a reservation. 
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Promoting Wellness
WELLNESS & SICK PET EXAMS

DENTAL CLEANING AND SURGERY

IN-HOUSE DIAGNOSTICS

CAR SIDE OR IN CLINIC VISITS

COVID CONSCIOUS FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL

APPOINTMENTS SCHEDULED TO MAINTAIN 
“PHYSICAL DISTANCING”

EXAM ROOMS SANITIZED BETWEEN
APPOINTMENTS

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Hours of Operation
Mon | Wed | Thurs | Fri : 8 AM to 6 PM 

Tues : By Appointment Only
Open First Saturdays Of Every Month, 8am To 12pm

239-270-5721
www.Just4PetsFL.vet

8911 Daniels Parkway, Suite 7 | Fort Myers, FL 33912

I n t e r i o r  a n d  E x t e r i o r  P a i n t i n g

2 Nice Guys, Inc.

Beautifying Southwest Florida Since 2003.

 Painting with Unparalleled Quality,
Value and Customer Service

2niceguys.net  |  (239) 690-1479
Licensed & Insured #CGC1526754

Give your home a finished look. 
A little paint equals big impact!

Call Today For A Free Consultation
For Your Home Or Business.

Ask About Our Trim Division!  

A Family Owned And Operated Business
Committed To Excellence In Craftsmanship

Mention Seeing Our Ad In The Corridor!

A DIVISION OF

WHAT IS GIARDIA?

Giardia (pictured) is currently one of 
the most common causes of diarrhea in 
our area. At Just 4 Pets Wellness Center, 
we diagnose it multiple times a week. 
It is rapidly becoming common in our 
area. Giardia is not a typical “worm” 
parasite. It is a microscopic, protozoal 
parasite. It lives and grows in the bowels 
of humans and pets. When the num-
bers get high enough, it typically sends 
waves of cysts (their version of eggs) 
outside of the body, usually in the form 
of loose stool or diarrhea.

HOW DO PETS GET IT?

Animals (and people) who encoun-
ter contaminated stool or stool parti-
cles, become infected when they ingest 
the cysts. Giardia is not transmitted 
through blood or urine.

Exposures occur when giardia cysts 
are picked up from surfaces and objects 
that contain traces of stool from an in-
fected animal (ie. Bathroom handles, 
changing tables, pet toys, pet bowls, 
kisses from your pet, and not washing 
hands after handling pets or after clean-
ing up poop outside or in litter boxes). 
Once exposed, the giardia cysts are in-
gested, and the infection develops in-
side of the intestinal tract.

Other sources of potential exposure 
include: dog parks /beaches, day-care 
and boarding facilities; drinking water 
sources where Giardia may live (riv-
ers, lakes, streams or wells), traveling 
to countries where giardia is common, 
keeping your pet in a wet environment, 

not picking infected stools up complete-
ly and daily or not cleaning litterboxes 
daily and disinfecting them regularly.

HOW WILL I KNOW MY
PET HAS GIARDIA?

Symptoms may vary. But the most 
common sign is soft stool or diarrhea. 
This symptom can come and go. It 
can be accompanied by gas, abdom-
inal cramps, upset stomach, nausea 
and vomiting. Dehydration and unex-
plained weight loss are also common. 
In puppies and kittens, severe giardia-
sis might slow development and cause 
malnutrition and stunting of growth.

HOW IS IT TREATED?

Giardia can be treated with prescrip-
tion medications, which typically is ad-
ministered for 10 days or more. Some-
times this treatment must be repeated 
in stubborn cases of giardia. Young pets 
may harbor the organism and keep re-
infecting themselves and others around 
them for up to a year or more.

HOW CAN I PREVENT THIS
PARASITE?

Giardia thrives in wet environments. 
It does not survive for long periods of 
time in dry environments. So, keeping 
your pet’s environment clean and dry 
will help to eliminate giardia cysts from 
surviving and reinfecting you and your 
pets.

Environmental disinfection and good 
personal hygiene are important to pre-
vent the accidental spread of giardiasis. 
For best results, thoroughly clean your 
pet’s living and sleeping areas and then 

allow the areas to dry out for several 
days before reintroducing pets. It is also 
a good idea to wipe a pet’s rump area 
with a baby wipe after each and every 
bm, to prevent traces of stool from con-
taminating rugs, floors, bedding and 
furniture.

Hygiene involves washing hands 
carefully After handling pets in any 
way, their food bowels and after pick-
ing up yard waste. Picking up all stools 
promptly, daily doggie or kitty tush-
ie-wiping and refraining from allowing 
pet kisses will help decrease contamina-
tion and exposure to this parasite.

Questions? You can contact Just 4 Pets 

Wellness Center by calling (239) 270-
5721. More information is also available 
through the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention which takes Giardia 
very seriously as a public health threat: 
https://www.cdc.gov/parasites/giardia/
index .

ABOUT DR. VEJA TILLMAN, 
DVM

Dr. Tillman is a 2002 graduate of 
Tuskegee University School of Veteri-
nary Medicine. Her veterinary practice 
and work experience focuses on pet 
health and wellness. She is the owner of 
Just 4 Pets Wellness Center and can be 
reached at 239-270-5721.

Help! My Pet Has Giardia? By Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM

Photo: Giardia, A Microscopic, Protozoal Parasite

Continental Women’s Club Submitted By Liz Paul



By Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM



Children’s Advocacy Center Accepting Sponsorships For 
Pinwheels In The Park Event With Mighty Mussels By Rachel Peacock

April is Child Abuse Prevention 
Month, a time to recognize the 
importance of protecting children 
from abuse and neglect. In prepara-
tion, the Children’s Advocacy Cen-
ter of Southwest Florida (CAC) is 
now accepting sponsorships for its 
April baseball event in partnership 
with the Fort Myers Mighty Mussels 
and Grand Slam Title Sponsor, The 
Lee County Sheriff ’s Office, for the 
2nd annual Pinwheels in the Park 
event. In 2008, Prevent Child Abuse 
America introduced the pinwheel 
as the national symbol for child 
abuse prevention. The pinwheel 
represents playfulness and joy that 
serves as a physical reminder of the 
great childhoods we want for all 
children.

The Mighty Mussels game will 
take place at Hammond Stadium 
against the Dunedin Blue Jays on 
April 8, at 6 p.m. One hour prior, the 

stadium will host a children’s Easter 
egg hunt. Custom Pinwheel jerseys 
will be worn by the Mighty Mussels 
and will be available for purchase 
through an online auction after the 
game, with 100% of the proceeds 
benefiting the CAC.

Mighty Mussels Vice President 
of Sales and Marketing, Dan Lauer, 
is excited to partner with the CAC 
and host the Pinwheels in the Park 
event. “Seeing firsthand what the 
CAC is doing in our community, it’s 
a no-brainer for us to work hand in 
hand during Child Abuse Preven-
tion month. We are grateful for the 
CAC and their efforts to help chil-
dren and families in our area, and 
we look forward to seeing a packed 
stadium!”

Since 1981, the CAC’s mission has 
been to provide a coordinated re-

sponse to child victims of abuse and 
neglect and to improve the lives of 
at-risk children and their families 
through prevention services. The 
CAC provides abuse determination 
services, therapeutic counseling, 
pet therapy, advocacy, and parent-
ing education.

The Lee County Sheriff ’s Office is 
the Grand Slam Title Sponsor of the 
event. “We have an amazing part-
nership with the CAC. Our teams 
work together to educate, identi-
fy, and intervene during cases of 
child abuse,” said Sheriff Carmine 
Marceno. “It is critically important 
that we protect those that cannot 
protect themselves and we strive to 
create more programs and provide 
resources for the community.”

Available sponsorship levels in-
clude:

• Home Run $7,500: terrace party 
for 40, food included;

• Extra Bases $5,000: private suite 
for 28 people, hot dogs, snacks, 
and sodas;

• Third Base $3,500: private suite 
for 14 people, hot dogs, snacks, 
and sodas;

• Second Base $1,500: 10 tickets, 
hot dogs, and sodas;

• First Base $500: 4 tickets, hot 
dogs, and sodas.

Make every month Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. To become a 
sponsor for this event, please con-
tact rpeacock@cac-swfl.org. To sup-
port CAC programs and initiatives 
that help local children and families 
in need, please call 239-939-2808, 
or consider making a tax-deduct-
ible donation at cac-swfl.org. 
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www.mypetsvet.net

61 Bell Blvd N, Unit 2
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936
In the Winn Dixie Plaza at the 

corner of Joel & Bell Blvd.

Se Haba Español

239.368.8387

Monday - Friday            8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday                       8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sunday                                               Closed

Dr. Rafael Cartelli

Complete Care For Cats and Dogs!

MY PET’S VET
of Lehigh Acres

Find us on

Bell Blvd N

Alexander Graham
 Bell Blvd

Joel Blvd

Baldwin Pl

Leeland Heights Blvd E

N
orth Ave

N
orth Ave

N
orth Ave

Joel Blvd

Joel Blvd

Full Service Animal Hospital
• Examinations
• Vaccinations
• Surgery
• Comprehensive Dental 
   Care
• Health Certificates

• In-House Laboratory
• Annual Wellness 
   Packages
• Pharmacy
• Heartworm and Flea 
   Prevention Products

Call us to schedule an appointment today!
(239) 368-8387

Keep Your Pets Protected
We carry affordable options for 

HEARTWORM, FLEA AND TICK 
prevention to keep your pets protected!

When a homeowner chooses to 
go solar, there are a lot of things to 
consider. By going solar, you can 
save money, take advantage of the fi-
nancial incentives, and be more en-
ergy independent. However, there 
are many common misconceptions 
or myths homeowners have about 
the solar industry that pause their 
decision to go green. Green Panda 
Energy debunks these myths below: 

MYTH: SOLAR WILL TAKE 
TOO LONG TO PAY OFF

FOR IT TO MAKE SENSE. 

The payback period is far less than 
you would think - in many cases 
only 3-8 years. Our experts are hap-
py to help access all of your specific 
factors to determine your return on 
your solar investment. 

MYTH: ADDING SOLAR 
WILL NOT ADD VALUE

TO MY HOME AND WILL 
ALSO INCREASE MY
PROPERTY TAXES. 

Solar is a sought after feature 
when a buyer is considering a new 
home and tends to sell for about 
4.1% more! When you improve 
your property by making it more 
energy-efficient, you not only low-
er your utility bills but also increase 
the value of your home. 

MYTH: I HAVE TO WAIT 
UNTIL I REPLACE MY ROOF 
BEFORE I CAN GO SOLAR. 

This does not mean you need to 
wait to go solar. In fact, many people 
are not aware that you can do this at 

the same time you install your solar 
panels. This helps you save time and 
allows you to go green sooner. 

MYTH: SOLAR IS TOO EX-
PENSIVE. 

It’s more affordable than ever be-
fore and now with several different 
finance options and tax incentives. 
For those who are interested in go-
ing solar, Green Panda Energy will 
help you decide on the best solar 
panel configuration to adequate-
ly meet your electricity needs and 
overall budget.

ABOUT GREEN
PANDA ENERGY

Green Panda Energy leads as a 
transformational company by add-

ing value to families through op-
portunity, while providing impact-
ful solutions to the environment. 
If you or someone you know is in-
terested in taking advantage of so-
lar poweredd energy, contact us at 
1-888-PANDA98 or email usor visit 
www.greenpandaenergy.com to get 
started. 

Green Panda Energy: Myths And The Truth About Solar
By Ava St Laurent

Photo: Solar Panel Being Installed On Roof



By Rachel Peacock
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239.313.5155 • FINEFOLKPIZZA.COM
11300 LINDBERGH BLVD, SUITE 114 • FORT MYERS

        Call It In     Order OnlineOR 
TAKE OUT AND FULL DELIVERY 

239-789-2533 | www.LifeLawPlanning.com | 5237 Summerlin Commons Blvd, Suite 109, Fort Myers, FL 33907 
Alina Gonzalez-Dockery, Esquire

YOUR FAMILY.  YOUR LEGACY. OUR MISSION.
Guardianship | Living Trusts

Estate Planning  | Wills | Probate
Family Law | Asset Protection

On February 7, 2023, the School 
Board approved the Superinten-
dent’s recommendation to adopt 
the 2023-24 Student Enrollment 
Plan. The new plan represents a sig-
nificant change from previous plans 
built on a primary zone and sub-
zone model.

WHY?

The previous plan has become 
unwieldy and inefficient. It was im-
plemented in 2005 when the Dis-
trict had 68,000 students. Today, 
we enroll nearly 100,000 students 
and continue to grow. The 2023-24 
Student Enrollment Plan and future 
enrollment plans will be based on a 
proximity zone model intended to 
reduce the size of attendance zones 
and decrease the number and length 
of bus routes.

The new Proximity Plan will be 
used for enrollment of ALL elemen-
tary students. In the new attendance 
zones, families will be able to choose 
from between three to six elementa-
ry schools, with the exception of the 
Barrier Islands. You can view a map 
of the proximity zones and use the 
interactive tool to search by address 
on the School District’s website.

WHO IS AFFECTED?

• All incoming Kindergarten stu-
dents are required to enroll in a 
school in their proximity zone. 
Transportation is provided if they 
live more than two miles from the 
school. Incoming Kindergartners 
may select an out of zone school 
if an older sibling is already en-
rolled, but transportation will not 
be provided.

• Students new the district will be 
assigned an elementary school ac-
cording to the proximity zone in 
which they reside.

• Rising students (grades one 
through five) who live outside 
their new attendance zone will 
be given the opportunity to en-
roll in a new school within their 
new zone; if eligible, bus transpi-
ration will be available to their 
new school. Rising students living 
outside their new attendance zone 
and wishingto continue to attend 
their current school may do so 
but they must provide their own 
transportation.

WHO IS NOT AFFECTED?

Rising K-5 elementary students 
who reside inside their new at-
tendance zone and want to stay in 
their current school are unaffected 
and will continue to receive trans-
portation if eligible. All middle and 

high school students are unaffected 
by the new proximity plan in 2023-
24. They continue to be enrolled ac-
cording to the three primary zones 
and subzone model.

HOW WILL STUDENTS
BE ENROLLED?

• Families participating in the Prox-
imity Plan (incoming Kindergar-
ten student, elementary students 
new to the District and those 
enrolled in schools outside their 
new zone) must rank the schools 
within the new Proximity Plan 
attendance zones in their FOCUS 
Parent Portal.

• Families desiring to remain in 
their current school when that 
school is outside the new Proxim-
ity Plan map must affirm they are 
waiving transportation in their 
FOCUS Parent Portal.

When the number of applicants 
for a school exceeds the number of 
available seats, a lottery process will 
be used. In the enrollment lottery, 
sibling preference will be honored.

WHEN WILL ENROLLMENT 
BE COMPLETED?

Open enrollment for elementary 
schools is from February 13th to 

March 10th. Families who do not 
make an enrollment decision by 
the end of the enrollment period 
will be entered automatically in the 
new Proximity Lottery for a school 
in their attendance zone. Families 
will receive information about their 
school assignment in late March or 
early April.

HOW AND WHERE CAN 
FAMILIES GET ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION?

Every family with children en-
rolled in a K-5 elementary school 
will receive messages from the Dis-
trict and from their child’s current 
school. For general information 
about Elementary Student Enroll-
ment, please go to:

https://www.leeschools.net/
our_district/departments/academ-
ic_services/student_enrollment/el-
ementary_o pen_enrollment

 
You may view the January 20, 

2023 Board Workshop at which the 
Superintendent previewed the Prox-
imity Plan, the January 24th Board 
Briefing update and the February 
7th Public Comment and School 
Board approval at www.YouTube.
com/LeeSchoolsTV.

Student School Assignment Is Changing For The 23-24 
School Year - Important Message For Parents/Guardians Of 
Elementary School Students By Cathleen O’Daniel Morgan, District 7 
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Just a few weeks 
ago the East Lee County Chamber 
of Commerce (formerly the Greater 
Lehigh Acres Chamber) moved out 
of its offices of almost 20 years to 
new ones still located at the Lehigh 
Towne Center.  The new Welcome 
Center is located at:

25 Homestead Road N.  #9
Lehigh Acres, FL  33936
Tel.  239-369-3322
www.elccoc.org

Folks visiting our area have had 

no problem finding our Welcome 
Center with a brisk stream of vis-
itors who come to visit for maps, 
tourist material and recommen-
dations as they visit or search for 
lots and housing in our area.  Our 
website is updated, and I hope you 
take a look at it.  At this writing the 
Chamber gets ready for its annual 
Gala and meeting and we are excit-
ed for this year with recovery from 
Ian well underway and new regional 
members of the Chamber.

Late last month the Chamber was 
honored to co-host and attend the 
Senators’ Annual Pre-Session Lun-
cheon held as the Plantation Golf 
and Country Club.  Chamber mem-
bers were delighted to see and talk 
with members of the Florida Senate 

and the House and to 
greet our two senators 
that represent East Lee 
County/Lehigh in the 
Florida Senate.  This 
year our own state 
senator, Senator Kath-
leen Passidomo made 
history to be the first 
Senate President to 
hail from Southwest 
Florida.  Kathleen is 
no stranger to Lehigh 
Acres and East Lee and 
her ambitious agenda 
on affordable housing 
will no doubt help our 
region.  Senator Ben Albritton who 
is a new friend to Lehigh and East 
Lee has hit the road running in rep-
resenting the northern part of our 

community. 

Wishing you the best for the rest 
of the season!

Dear Friends and Community 
Family,

I hope this note finds each of you 
well and enjoying the beautiful 
weather we are having, and can you 
believe we already in March! Before 
you know it, summer will be here!

I don’t need to remind you that 
we are all facing some pretty rough 
times as it relates to everyday living 
and the daily increase in the cost of 
food, gas, rent and so much more. 
We are seeing so many more fami-
lies in our office who are facing loss 
of jobs because they can’t afford the 
cost of gas to get back and forth. We 
are seeing Families who are  facing 
eviction due to the extreme rise in 
rent and mortage. I fear it is only go-
ing to continue to get worse.We are 
assisting more families then usual 
with Emergency Food. Again, this  
is due to loss of jobs and the rise in 
rents and over all cost of living.

We here at The Salvation Army 
stand ready to assist in any way we 
can. However, we can’t do it alone, it 

takes a village!! We need your help. 
There are so many ways in which 
you can  help us help those coming 
to us for assistance every day. We 
need canned goods and non-par-
ishable food items to replemish our 
Emergency Food. Canned meats 
are a great need. We are getting re-
quests for tarps, ponchos, help pay-
ing for Medication, help with gas 
and so many other necessities..We 
have some wonderful people in our 
Community of Lehigh Acres,  who 
support us, and make it possible to 
continue to have the resources to 
serve those who come to us with 
various needs. Our resources are 
running low and we don’t want to 
turn anyone away if they have a le-
gitament need. We need your help. 

If you are in a position to help with 
any of the things I have mentioned, 
or perhaps, you are able to make a 
monetary donation (tax deducta-
ble), be assured your support will go 
a long way in  allowing us to fill the 
needs and requests of those who are 
not able to provide for their families  
at this time. If you would like more 

information on ways to help us con-
tinue serving and providing  for the 
needs of those who are struggling to 
make it day to day, please feel free 
to give us a call or  stop by our of-
fice Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm (closed 12:00 to 1:00). We 
are located at:
25 Homestead Rd. N #42
Lehigh Acres, 33936
239-491-6071

Next to The Chamber of Com-
merce in  the Lehigh Town Center 
Mall. 

We look forward to meeting you 
and sharing with you the services 
offered through our office.

Have a wonderful day!
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Photo: 
Mike Welch
Let Us Hear From You!
Contact Us At:
voicesoflehigh@gmail.
com

Photo: Annual Pre-Session Luncheon - February 24, 
2023. (LEFT-RIGHT)  Mayor Dan Allers (Fort Myers 
Beach), Senate President Kathleen Passidomo, Sanibel 
Mayor Holly Smith

Photo: Canned Goods Collected and stored in the Salvation Army Box.

Why pay Dealership prices when you can get the 
same Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

31 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.   //   ALL REPAIRS! MINOR TO MAJOR.    //   SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS.   //   LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED!

Front or Rear Brake Job
CARS 

$235.00
TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs 

$275.00

Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.
Disc brakes only. Rotors Included.
Offer expires 3/31/23

MV93177

Owner Michael Stanek

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a filter

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a filter

* Oil disposal additional cost

* Oil disposal additional cost

Synthetic Blend Oil Change

Full Synthetic Oil Change

$4099

$7099 239-851-5352

OPEN
Monday through Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

410 Leonard Blvd N. Unit 4
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29th | 10am-1pm   
Complimentary event includes multiple vendors, light lunch,  

door prizes and 50/50 raffle tickets!

Optional can good donation to benefit Lehigh Community 
RSVP, CALL: (239) 674-6585

1230  Taylor Lane, Lehigh Acres, FL    |    FountainCrestRet.com  |  (239) 674-6585

Heal th Fair

East Lee County Chamber Moves To New Offices And Welcome 
Center – East Lee Welcomes Spring Training Season

The Salvation Army: A Letter To Our Community

By Mike Welch

By Major Brenda Lane

www.AlliedAir.biz

Call us at
(239) 217-4111

or email us at
INFO@AlliedAir.Biz

HVAC service . diagnostics . repairs . replacements   |  commercial buildings . residential buildings

REQUEST SERVICE

COMPETITIVE PRICING

COMFORT CLUB
34 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FAST SERVICE

CAC1819960

 Call For A
Post Hurricane Check

On Your Ac Today!



With the enormous 
volume of construc-
tion and repair being 
done following Hurri-
cane Ian, the demand 

for tools has increased exponentially.

Both professionals and do-it-yourself 
residents should take a few moments to 
consider security methods being used 
to protect their valuable tools from 
theft.  Tool theft is common from both 
motor vehicles and storage sheds.

Tools stored in vans, pickup trucks 

and other commercial vehicles are of-
ten seen as easy targets for thieves.

There are a number of options for 
pickups that include cross-bed boxes, 
decked bed boxes and custom mold-
ed boxes to fit between the truck’s rear 
wheel and tailgate.  Two of the most im-
portant characteristics seem to be the 
quality of the locking mechanism and 
visibility to criminals.

Interior sliding deadbolts have grown 
in popularity and can be purchased 
in both manual and electric versions.  
They appear to be far more difficult to 
open than standard door lock cylinders.

Puck locks offer additional securi-
ty, especially when dealing with less-
er-skilled criminals.  Multiple puck 
locks can be keyed alike so as to allow 
you to use a single key to open all locks.

Windows are vulnerable points and 
are often the way vans are broken into.  
Consider van window grills and dark 
tint to make the vehicle’s contents diffi-
cult to see from the outside.

Parking vehicles in well-lit areas of-
ten deter would-be criminals. Alarm 
systems and security cameras should 
be considered, as well.

Sheds and garages are equally sus-

ceptible to theft.  There are a number 
of affordable shed and garage alarm 
systems that are wireless and easy to in-
stall. Additionally, there are a number 
of excellent locks that are virtually tam-
per-proof and designed to protect al-
most any type of door or entranceway. 

The cost of the aforementioned secu-
rity devices pale in comparison to the 
cost of tool replacement. While secur-
ing your tools and supplies take a few 
extra moments of your time and may 
require a bit more effort, consider the 
cost and time required to replace stolen 
equipment.

In honor of Black History Month, 
Valerie’s House has released a special 
podcast to help Black families grieve 
the loss of loved ones.

“Black families say they often are left 
without knowing where to go when 
they have lost a loved one.  We’re hop-
ing this podcast will reach into pockets 
of the community that often don’t have 
a voice,” said Valerie’s House Founder 
and CEO Angela Melvin.

Black Americans are three times 
more likely than White Americans to 
have two or more family members die 
by the time they reach age 30, Melvin 
said.

The current podcast, which began 
airing February 10, includes two guests 
who have lost loved ones.  Tasheekia 
Harris, founder of Crowning Daugh-
ters for Success as well as the co-found-

er of Impact Dunbar and a mentor of 
young boys and girls, gives insight into 
how she felt after losing her brother.

“Grief is very real.  It is not some-
thing you can bury.  You can only put 
so much dirt on top of it,” Harris says 
in the podcast. “A lot of distrust, a lot 
of denial, and the strong men mentality 
has prevented a lot of the Black com-
munity from asking for help.”

Teacher Janee Robinson, who also is 
a Valerie’s House mother, is a second 
guest on the podcast and explains how 
the loss of her daughter’s father made 
her feel isolated and alone.

“If we don’t address self-esteem, we 
can’t work on the grief.  Knowing your 
worth is so important,” Robinson says 
in the podcast.  “Asking for help isn’t 
easy, but I’m glad we did.”

The current Grieve, Love, Heal pod-
cast is the 12th in the Valerie’s House 
series, which was launched in 2019, and 
can be found on all your favorite pod-
cast apps such as Spotify, Apple Podcasts 
or on the Valerie’s House website.  The 
direct link is: https://www.buzzsprout.
com/571363/12197091-grief-loss-in-
the-black-community-a-conversation-
empowering-children-and-families-in-
communities-of-color-to-ask-for-help. 
Valerie’s House is planning a different 
topic each quarter on the podcast.  

Valerie’s House has helped more than 
2,000 children and their families since 
its founding in 2016 by Angela Melvin, 
whose mother Valerie was killed in a 
car accident in 1987.

Valerie’s House currently offers peer 
support groups and other activities at 
locations in Fort Myers, Naples, Punta 
Gorda, Port Charlotte and Pensacola. 
Valerie’s House is a United Way partner 
agency and is fully supported by com-
munity donations.

The Montage Women’s Club is a so-
cial and philanthropic club open to all 
women residing in Lee County.   We 
meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at The Landings Yacht, Golf, 
and Tennis Club (community entry off 
McGregor Blvd between Cypress Lake 
Drive and College Pkwy).   Meetings 
begin at 11:30 a.m. with a short social 
period followed by lunch at Noon and 
normally an informative speaker pro-
gram.   Within the organization are 
various interest groups for members’ 
participation.   Membership is open 
to both year-round and seasonal resi-
dents.   We welcome you to visit Mon-
tage for a luncheon. 

Our next meeting will be held on 
Thursday, March 23rd, and we are 
holding our largest fundraiser (Razzle 
Dazzle II) for the year.  The theme is 
“Anything Goes”, and it will be a Chi-
nese auction fundraiser  with all pro-
ceeds going directly into the Club’s 
charity fund for future distribution to 

deserving local organizations.

Luncheon fee is $28.00 and the 
planned regular menu will be sauteed 
turkey, asparagus, Parmesan crepes in 
a sundried tomato cream wrap, harvest 
rice, and Chef ’s choice of dessert.  The 
plant based vegan entree option will be 
pan seared black bean cake laced with 
a roasted corn relish, grilled Tofu in 
chimichurri sauce and roasted tomato 
with grilled zucchini, and fresh fruit for 
dessert.

At our January 2023 meeting we 
reached our maximum number of 125 
members permitted by our Club By-
Laws, but we will maintain a waiting 
list and when a slot becomes available, 
interested women will be contacted.   
If you would like to attend a Montage 
meeting, need further information, or 
would like to make a reservation, please 
call Rita Artwohl at (239) 703-7787.   
Reservations cut-off to attend this meet-
ing is Noon, Thursday, March 16th.
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Home Flood Auto Motorcycle Boat

All Your Insurance Needs Under One Roof

2 LOCATIONS
to Better Serve you!

The Smith & Mitchell Agency

Give us a call or visit us online for a FREE Quote
on your Home, Auto, or Flood Insurance.

9230 Daniels Parkway,
Fort Myers, FL 33912

1205 Piper Blvd
Naples, FL 34110 

• Local, expert insurance counsel
• More choice in insurance companies
• True peace of mind
• Insurance the way it’s supposed to be

(239) 603-8200
 www.smithandmitchellagency.com

Tyler Smith, Agency Owner Chris Mitchell, Agency Owner

The insurance agency reinvented around you.®

Photo: Sheriff Carmine 
Marceno, Lee County 
Sheriff

Preventing Tool Theft

Valerie’s House Podcast For Grieving Black Families

Montage Women’s Club

By Sheriff Carmine Marceno

By Susan Bennett

By Rita Artwohl

INVITES YOU
TO JOIN US

NETWORKING AT ITS FINEST
The SWFL Business Network invites you to two of our 
Networking meals. Breakfast or Lunch, your choice!

Weekly Wednesday Lunch 
Connection Meeting

Every Wednesday 
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
(Meeting starts at noon)

BEEF O’BRADY’S
2514 Santa Barbara Blvd

Cape Coral, FL 33914 

Weekly Friday Breakfast 
Connection Meeting

Every Friday 
7:30 AM to 9:30 AM

(Come and go as you please)

Metro Deli & Cafe
12951 Metro Pkwy #11
Fort Myers, FL 33966

FIRST FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
12:00PM TO 1:30PM

BEEF O’BRADY’S CAPE CORAL
2514 SANTA BARBARA BLVD

CAPE CORAL, FL 33914 

NETWORK, SOCIALIZE, AND
CONNECT WITH THE PROFESSIONAL 

WOMEN OF THE COMMUNITY. 

THE FIRST MEETING IS FREE
$5 PLUS THE COST OF FOOD FOR MEETINGS TO FOLLOW 

WWW.SWFLBUSINESSNETWORK.COM   239-470-5611



The East Lee County News is a monthly publication for the residents in its distribution area.  We utilize material contributed 
by the readers, organizations, and public relations professionals as a reporting service only.  The East Lee County News is 
not responsible for inaccuracies or errors that may be contained in such material. Articles are printed in as timely a fashion 
as deadlines allow and on a space available basis.  Goods or services advertised within this publication are not endorsed, 
warranted or guaranteed by the East Lee County News, LLC. Submissions: You may submit your piece to the newspaper to 
consider for publication. All submissions must be made in a modifiable computer file and emailed to: press@eastleenews.
com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com. The submissions must include your name, full residential address (no post office boxes), 
your telephone number, your occupation and a short description of your background. By transmitting your piece to press@
eastleenews.com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com you agree to the following Copyright Statement: I have not submitted this 
writing to any other publication. I have used my own words and ideas in this writing and agree that the newspaper may edit my 
writing for publication, redistribution and commercial rights to my writing without royalty or other compensation.

Katrina Salokar | Marlene Asta
David Foetisch | Butch Swank

EDITORIAL BOARD

East Lee County News, LLC   |   239-908-4581  |  press@eastleenews.com
PUBLISHER

Butch Swank | Cary Kingsberg | Charlene Golden | Josh Milton
Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM | Liz Paul | Rachel Peacock | Ava St Laurent

Cathleen O’Daniel Morgan | Mike Welch | Major Brenda Lane
Sheriff Carmine Marceno | Susan Bennett | Rita Artwohl

CONTRIBUTORS

Paradise Creative Group
Marlene Asta

PRODUCTION + DESIGN

EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS, LLC  |   239-908-4581
press@eastleenews.com | eastleenews.com

ADVERTISING INFORMATION

East Lee County News is a Direct Mail Publication.   
Call us for a list of additional pick up locations or stop by our office at: 

12801 Commerce Lake Dr, Suite #26, Fort Myers, FL 33913

DISTRIBUTION

David Foetisch
CUSTOMER RELATIONS

march 2023 | EAST LEE COUNTY NEWSPage 10 | The Roar

(239) 561-1150 • www.gatewayminispa.com
13120 West Links Terrace #9, Fort Myers

HAIR • MASSAGE • FACIAL • NAILS • WAXING • AND MORE

Find Your
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More To Celebrate!More To Celebrate!
Dates & descriptions provided by www.holidayinsights.com

March 7     National Cereal Day  
Did you have your bowl of Wheaties today? Perhaps it was Cheerios, 
Captain Crunch, Alphabets, or and one of dozens of different varieties 
to choose from. Maybe you had a bowl of bran cereal ,to really get you 
going. Whatever cereal you chose, you are in good company. About one 
half of Americans enjoy a healthy start to the day, with a bowl of their 
favorite breakfast cereal. 

March 11    Johnny Appleseed Day 
Johnny Appleseed Day honors one of America’s great legends. Johnny 
Appleseed was a real person. Born John Chapman, he was among the 
American settlers who were captivated by the movement west across the 
continent. As Johnny Appleseed travelled west, he sold apple trees and 
seeds to settlers, and planted many apple trees himself along the way. 
Johnny Appleseed continued planting and selling apple trees for over 
forty years. With every apple tree that was planted, the legend grew. 

March 14     National Potato Chip Day 
National Potato Chip Day celebrates the ever popular potato chip. Potato 
Chips are America’s #1 snack food. But, its not just a snack food. Its 
the potato of choice for many lunchtime and dinner meals. Regular (or 
plain) potato chips are by far the most popular. Other popular flavors are 
barbecue, sour cream & onion, oil & vinegar, and ranch. 
 

March 21     World Poetry Day 
Poetry makes the world go round, making it a much better place in which 
to live. Poetry is an extremely important and powerful art form. Humans 
have been writing poems for thousands of years. When we think about 
poetry, romance and love is what first comes to mind for most people. 
But, poetry is so much more. Poetry is a linguistic expression of just 
about anything: feelings, emotions, values, hopes, dreams, messages, and 
more. It addresses, war, peace, sickness, health, fear, happiness, anxiety, 
to name just a few. Yes, poems are written about any subject you can 
imagine. Are you ready to create your first poem, but don’t know how to 
begin? We’ll help you out. Begin with “Roses are red. Violets are blue.........” 
The rest is up to you!
 

March 25     International Waffle Day 
Celebrates the patenting of the waffle iron by Cornelius Swarthout of 
Troy, New York on August 24, 1869. The origin of the waffle:  The waffle 
dates back to the 1300s in Greece. Greeks cooked flat cakes between two 
metal pans. At the time, they topped it with cheeses and herbs. Pancake 
syrup wasn’t around back then. Waffles are commonly eaten as breakfast 
or a snack. They are also an occasional dinner meal for some people. 
Celebrate by having your favorite waffle today!

March 31     National Crayon Day 
Today is a colorful day, one truly worth celebrating. Today is National 
Crayon Day. It is a day to celebrate the creation of crayons and the joy of 
coloring. Do you know what to do to celebrate National Crayon Day? Get 
out the coloring book and crayons, and show off your artistic skills.

TRIFOLIUM
RAINBOW

LUCK
IRELAND

GOOD LUCK
EMERALD

CELTIC
BANSHEE

POT OF GOLD
LEPRECHAUN

HOLIDAY
GOLD

DUBLIN
CELEBRATE

BAGPIPE
SNAKE

LEGEND
HIBERNIAN

GAELIC
DONNEYBROOK

BROGUE
SHILLELAGH

MAGIC

GREEN
CLOVER

BLARNEY
TRADITION
ST PATRICK

HARP
IRISH

ST. PATRICK’S DAY - WORD SEARCH



EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS | March 2023 The Roar | Page 11

CALL US FOR YOUR STORM 
REPLACEMENT NEEDS

Quality Work and Affordable Prices
Serving Lehigh Acres Since 1989

Jim
(239) 940-2074

CALL US FOR YOUR STORM 
REPLACEMENT NEEDS

Quality Work and Affordable Prices
Serving Lehigh Scres Since 1989

Jim
(239) 940-2074

LIC #AW000020

• Entryway
• Screen Rooms
• Pool Enclosures
• Garage Screens
• Soffits
• Siding Gutters
• Storm Protection LIC #AW000020

• Entryway
• Screen Rooms
• Pool Enclosures
• Garage Screens
• Soffits
• Siding Gutters
• Storm Protection

IS IT TIME TO REVIEW
YOUR WEBSITE?

OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!

PARADISECREATIVEGROUP.COM

12801 COMMERCE LAKES DR
SUITE#26
FORT MYERS, FL 33913  

Full-Service Marketing 
and Advertising on Sanibel, 
Ft. Myers Beach in Fort 
Myers & Lehigh Acres, FL 239.908.4581

SCREEN MACHINE
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED!

(239)898-3528

FREE
ESTIMATE!

CALL FOR YOUR

Bringing You 20 Years of Experience!

SCREEN REPAIR SPECIAL

8

Licensed & Insured

5 6

(239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com

Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The
Forum, Buckingham And Most Of Lehigh

4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

DELIVERY
PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT

11:00am-10:00pm
(239) 491-2203

Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

Wealth | Investments | Freedom

YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS.YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS.
Acquire Or Build Your Own Franchise To Gain Unlimited Earning Potential.Acquire Or Build Your Own Franchise To Gain Unlimited Earning Potential.

(239) 470-5611   |   FRANCHISEINFLORIDA.COM
INFO@FRANCHISEOPPORTUNITIESFL.COM

Personalized servicePersonalized service
Long term supportLong term support
EXPERT MARKETING SERVICESEXPERT MARKETING SERVICES

BUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCEBUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCE
EXCLUSIVE franchisor toolsEXCLUSIVE franchisor tools
ACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATAACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATA

“We will match you with a franchise that works for you and guide“We will match you with a franchise that works for you and guide
you through the steps to achieve your goals, from theyou through the steps to achieve your goals, from the

purchasing phase to marketing.”purchasing phase to marketing.”
-Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant-Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant

how we can help YOU:how we can help YOU:

call for a free consultation!

Music & Event Hall

www.Ter-Tinis.com
239-344-6147

1901 Crystal Drive, Fort Myers, FL, 33907

Dinner Shows  .  Private Events
Seminars  .  Banquets

Holiday Events  .  Weddings

AIR CONDITIONING • HEATING • POOL HEATING 
REPAIR • UPDATE • MAINTAIN

WATER HEATER • HEAT RECOVERY

YOU’RE INVITED!

Optional $10/month and $30/month memberships available.

Join us for FREE networking!
2 Opportunities a Week!

Form and maintain strong relationships with 
other local businesses, and get quality

referrals from one another.

Arrive and depart anytime.

WEDNESDAYS
11:30pm-1:00pm

BEEF O’BRADY’S
2514 Santa Barbara Blvd
Cape Coral, FL 33914 

FRIDAYS
7:30am-9:30am

METRO DELI & CAFE
12951 Metro Pkwy #11
Fort Myers, FL 33966

BUSINESS
BILLBOARD

To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611

Ask About Our
$99 Specials! FREE

ESTIMATES

Quality Service Guaranteed
Licensed & Insured

Quality Service Guaranteed Licensed & Insured

MATTHEW RYAN   
Owner

(239) 645-9834

Get what you’re looking for at
 LIFESBASICQUESTIONS.COM

L O O K I N G  F O R

ANSWERS?

Get a FREE game
of bowling at

when you sign up to receive our 

e-Newspaper and get offers at 
eastleenews.com/deals.

To redeem your Free Game you’ll be invited 
to log in to Gator Lanes new Online Rewards 
Center. One Game per Person. Conditions apply.

FENCE 1 CORP.FENCE 1 CORP.FENCE 1 CORP.

Pedro Fuentes
Owner

Se habla Espanol

Chain Link
Wood
Metal/Privacy
Ornamental
Vinyl

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Licensed & Insured

239-303-2624
fence_1@aol.com



Realty World C. Bagans First
239-369-5841
Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate community since 1979.
Se Habla Español 

Realty World International
#1 OFFICE

BUYERS BEWARE:
Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when 
you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge 
transaction fees. Please call Realty World and save some 
money at closing.

4000 square feet of living area in this “one of a kind” 3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 
with an oversized great room, soaring high celings with skylights, sep family room 
with fireplace, French doors to den/office with built in shelving, a separate card 
room with built in cabinets, new shingle roof in 2017, two zoned HVAC system 
with new units in 2017/2015, new water heater in 2018, interior has been 
completely remodeled in 2018,new ceramic tile flooring, quartz tops in kitchen 
and bathrooms, island counter with soft close cabinets and drawers in kitchen 
and baths, stainlesss steel appliances w/ plenty of cabinets & counterspace, nook 
area with fixed glass window, walk in butler’s pantry, formal dining room, oversized 
bedrooms, master bath with dual sinks, spacious walk in shower with multi shower 
heads, coffered ceilings with LED lighting, separate entry foyer, indoor laundry 
room, screen enclosed in ground pool & spa with waterfall surrounded by lush 
landscaping, plenty of privacy, covered lanai with outside kitchen and pool bath, on 
the Able Canal with greats views of the wildlife, CENTRAL WATER/SEWER, separate 
screened lanai with fenced dog run, storage shed & RV/Boat pad W/elec & water.

2500 square feet of living area in the three bedroom two bath with den in Country 
Club Estates. CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER with a nice neighborhood atmosphere, 
NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2017, soaring high cathedral ceilings, 
SKYLIGHTS. granite tops in the kitchen with breakfast bar and pantry, great room 
floor plan with a large 38 X 16 family room under air, ceramic tile floors, double 
door entry to the master suite with a den off of the master bedroom that would 
make an excellent nursery or home office, real wood floors in master bedroom, 
newly remodeled master bathroom with large walk in shower with all new tile and 
glass door, quartz top on new vanity and luxury vinyl floors, walk in closet, vaulted 
ceilings in bedrooms, guest bathroom with glass block accents, pocket sliding 
doors, insulated casement windows, 38 X 16 screened lanai across the back of  
the home enclosed with vinyl windows, above ground heated spa, screened front 
entryway, tropical fruit trees in the yard including Acai and mango trees.

Wonderful three bedroom two full bath home. New dimensional shingle roof in 
2023. Kitchen countertops are new as well as most light fixtures and ceiling fans. 
Interior has been recently painted including garage and the exterior trim is freshly 
painted as well. Convenient location on a dead end street with easy access to 
Sunshine Blvd. Your new home has a large screened front porch and plenty of  
space in the shaded backyard. Enjoy family dinners in the formal dining room. 
The new fire station is just a few blocks away. Wonderfully located on a quiet dead 
end street yet easy access to town. You will be just a short drive from restaurants, 
shopping, schools, churches, the interstate and the wonderful sandy beaches of  
SW Florida.

• SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY.

• A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT WORKS  
   FOR YOU.

• LICENSED AND INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT  
   REASONABLE RATES - NO SURCHARGE.

• A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH MONTHLY  
   STATEMENTS AND CHECKS.

• END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS AND QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS.

Shellie Vahue
Property Manager

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF 
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU.

Offered At ..................$595,000 Offered At ..................$350,000 Offered At ..................$259,900
Charlie Bonacolta   (239)994-1062   charlisold@gmail.com Charlie Bonacolta   (239)994-1062   charlisold@gmail.com Matt Jackson     (574) 302-5628     mjackson08@msn.com

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH + DEN
IN COUNTRY CLUB ESTATES

ONE OF A KIND 3 BEDROOM 2 1/2 BATH
 POOL HOME - 4000 SQ FT LIVING AREA

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH HOME
NEW ROOF IN 2023

■ Shellie has the expertise to market your rental      
   property.
■ A property management attorney prepared lease 
   that works for you.
■ Licensed and insured vendors ready to do repairs at  
    reasonable rates - No surcharges.
■ A management program that provides you with
    monthly statements and checks.
■ End of year income statements and quarterly
     inspections.

Looking for a professional full 
service property management 

company?

WWEE  HHAAVVEE  WWEELLLL  QQUUAALLIIFFIIEEDD  
TTEENNAANNTTSS  RREEAADDYY  TTOO    MMOOVVEE  

IINN  TTOODDAAYY!!

30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com

239-369-5892

Call us today to learn what our 40+ 
years of trusted property 

management can do for you.

Shellie Marchsteiner
Property Manager

Telephone (239) 369-5892

C. Bagans First

WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!

LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

(239) 369-5892

Charlie 
Bonacolta

Broker/Salesman
“A House Sold Name”
239-994-1062

Nick BonacoltaOver 40 Years 
Combined Experience!

Realty World 
C. Bagans First 
30 Colorado Road 

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be 
charging you transaction fees when you 
purchase your home. Realty World does not 
charge transaction fees. Please call Realty 

World and save some money at closing.

E-MAIL ADDRESS
Charlisold@gmail.com
www.charliesold.com

Charlie
Bonacolta

Nick
Bonacolta

Salesman
E-MAIL ADDRESS
nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/ 
NickBonacoltaRW 

(239)
887-0468

CHARLIE BONACOLTA
          239-994-1062          charlisold@gmail.com

NICK BONACOLTA
          239-887-0468          nbonacolta@gmail.com

MARKET KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE, HONESTY AND INTEGRITY 

DANA AND TRENT GILMAN - SOLD SOLD 1372 ARCHER ST APT #4
Charlie was recommended by our probate attorney. His knowledge was Top-Notch! He knew the market and process 
and helped us every step of the way. His responses were quick and timely. Charlie went above and beyond. He re-
defined service in the real estate industry!! We could not have done this without Charlie’s help! Thank you Charlie!!

ARLENE FREEMAN - SOLD 9203 AEGEAN CIRCLE
Your caring and wealth of knowledge was the most encouraging part of my journey in Lehigh! What you did as my 
Realtor shows that life can be experienced with compassion and purpose every day. I am still very thankful for your 
help which was beyond extraordinary in our hurried world. You have my vote for Realtor of the Year again this year! I 
pray for your health and well being. May all those who come to you realize how blessed they are. So grateful to have 
known you Charlie!

Like our Facebook page at: facebook.com/RWCBagansFirst

HOMES AND CONDOS IN LEHIGH ARE  IN VERY HIGH DEMAND HOMES AND CONDOS IN LEHIGH ARE  IN VERY HIGH DEMAND 
RIGHT NOW.RIGHT NOW.  IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING, IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING, 

PLEASE CALL US TODAY.PLEASE CALL US TODAY.


