LLI
—

e gy

PRSRT STD
US Postage
PAID
Ft. Myers, FL
Permit No. 478

POSTAL CUSTOMER OR
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

NOVEMBER 2022
VOLUME 03
ISSUE 11

EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS | DANIELS CORRIDOR

CONTACT US AT PRESS@EASTLEENEWS.COM

FOR MORE |

Home Insurance Has Fallen And Can’t Get Back Up

By Butch Swank

Photo: Butch Swank,
| President of Southwest
Florida Business Alliance;
Owner of Goodlad &
Swank Incurance, LLC

I'd like to take a de-
parture from my recent
articles that have mostly not been busi-
ness related. There are some important
changes coming up for the home insur-
ance marketplace that I want to share.
After the November elections our gov-
ernor, Ron Desantis, has informed the
Florida state legislature that he is set-
ting up a special session this December.
The legislature normally would not
meet until their scheduled session that
runs from March 7th to May 5th. The
point of this urgent special session is to
address our collapsing home insurance
industry.

As almost everyone knows, home in-
surance rates have skyrocketed, and I
am telling you that rates will continue
to go up. We help clients daily with new
home policies and see where things are
going. We have also had six home insur-
ance carriers go out of business so far
this year - fewer carriers also means
less competition. It is perfectly reason-

able to question why they are going out
of business if rates are so much higher.
The answer is simple: lawsuits. Flor-
ida accounts for only 8% of insurance
claims filed in all of the United States.
Even with our hurricanes, fires, floods,
etc - we only account for 8%. However,
we account for 80% of the lawsuits in
the United States. Our legislators have
created an environment that 100% le-
gally allows attorneys to sue home in-
surance companies at will. They have
also, in my very biased opinion, kept it
this way for far too long. When a law-
suit is filed against you there is no alter-
native other than to defend yourself. At-
torneys are expensive. You know what
else is expensive? Roofs. So, in our cur-
rent system, the attorneys and roofers
have joined forces and they file lawsuits
against home insurers for roofs that
were old (sometimes even pretty new
ones) or ones that have simply worn
out from our good old Florida sun.

Imagine this scenario: Someone
knocks on your door. In my example,
let’s assume you own a Ford F-150 that
is 8 years old. The person that knocks
on your door says, “Hey, I noticed you
have a dent on your rear bumper and
the paint is scratched on your door. Plus,

your tires look pretty worn. If you sign
here, I can file a claim (lawsuit) against
your auto insurer and get you a brand-
new truck lickety-split” Sounds kind of
nuts and more than a bit irresponsible,
right? We all know trucks and cars wear
out and we expect that. Also, it is our
responsibility to maintain our vehicles.
Clearly, roofs wear out, too, but under
our current laws, this insane truck sce-
nario applies to roofs and is totally legal.
Can you imagine what would happen
to auto insurance rates if my example
were allowed to happen? Well, that is
exactly what is happening to home in-
surance. Insurance carriers do all kinds
of complicated math to calculate risks
to homes from normal things like hurri-
canes, floods, or some crazy Florida man
story that involves beer, fireworks, and
a few gas cans in the garage. They use
these calculations to figure out what the
year’s expected claims costs will be and
then file home insurance rates with the
State. They do this in the hopes of eking
out a profit so they can actually stay in
business for the next year. Their calcula-
tions nowadays simply cannot keep up
with the lawsuits even though they have
repeatedly asked the State for price in-
creases. Rates go up but the cost of the
lawsuits is always higher. No business

can survive in this scenario.

So, our legislature will meet in De-
cember with the intention of fixing this.
We're very lucky to live in the great state
of Florida. It is so beautiful, has so many
amazing people, and barring the random
and terrifying hurricane, our weather is
amazing. The sad part is that if this does
not get fixed, our home insurance and
then the home real estate markets will
collapse. In my agency, we have had nu-
merous clients have to sell their houses
and move out of state because they can'’t
afford their insurance premiums. [ am
telling you that it's a miserable feeling
when a widow on a fixed income tells
you that's why she has to move - and it’s
happening more and more often. I am,
quite frankly, beyond angry that this has
been allowed to get this bad. [ urge ev-
eryone reading this to speak with their
legislators right after the election and
demand things get fixed. No other states
allow this insanity to occur, and our
elected officials need to stop the talk and
take action. If you've read my previous
articles, you know that [ am at heart an
optimist. That's why when you hear this
you know [ mean it: Please call or email
your legislators and demand this gets
fixed, or we're in for a bleak future.

Grumpy Goat Coffee Launches
Funds For Hurricane Recovery

Grumpy Goat Coffee roastery in
Bonita Springs has launched SWFL
STRONG coffee. Profits from sales of
SWFL STRONG coffee will be donated
to Hurricane Ian recovery efforts. The
specialty grade, single origin, high al-
titude coffee is fully traceable and fea-
tures tasting notes including chocolate,
coffee cherry and cocoa flavors and
finishes clean with a smooth mouth-
feel. SWFL STRONG coffee is available
in 16 ounce bags both in person at the

roastery and also at grumpygoat.com
where free shipping is available on
orders of $35 or more. Grumpy Goat
Coffee roastery is located at the Cause-
way Commerce Park, 28280 Old 41
Rd., unit 11 near historic downtown
Bonita Springs. The coffee will also be
available for sale at Grumpy Goat Cof-
fee’s next tasting event on Thursday
October 27, 4:30 - 7:30 p.m., hosted by
Pansardo Coffee Shop & Italian Food
Specialties in Bonita Springs. The

SWFL STRONG Coftee To Raise

Submitted By Randy Mitchelson

event is open to the public. For more
details subscribe to email alerts at
grumpygoat.com and follow Grumpy
Goat Coffee on major social media
channels including Nextdoor and Yelp.

ABOUT GRUMPY
GOAT COFFEE

Grumpy Goat Coffee Company, lo-
cated near historic downtown Bonita
Springs, Florida was founded in 2016

and makes fresh roasted, fully trace-
able, single origin gourmet grade coffee
both exciting and approachable. Brian
Abernathy is the founder and master
roaster who selects a wide variety of
coffee origins from the world’s top, high
altitude growing regions. Brian’s col-
laborations with chefs, brewmasters
and food industry partners have result-
ed in multiple award winning Grumpy
Goat coffee inspired flavors and recipes.
Learn more at grumpygoat.com.
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Providing you with the highest levels of
Customer Service in our Community.

The Goodlad & Swank Approach - 3 Steps of Service

1. Ask great questions and listen closely to our clients.
2. Shop Florida’s top insurance carriers for best rates

3. Craft a comprehensive insurance plan to cover what
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The Healing Power Of Arts Is Underway ey maru Lanao

Dancers from around the world
will offer a special benefit perfor-
mance for Hurricane Ian relief,
compliments of the region’s newly
formed professional ballet company,
which expedited its public launch to
help a community in need.

The performance, ARTS HEAL, will
take place on Friday, Nov. 18, at 8 p.m.
at Artis—Naples. The organizers are
lliana Lopez and Franklin Gamero,
the artistic directors of Gulfshore
Ballet School in Fort Myers and
founders of Florida Gulfshore Ballet,
which will hold its inaugural season
in 2023-24.

Community recovery in the after-
math of Hurricane lan is a crucial
challenge for Southwest Florida. At
a local, state, and federal level, de-
cision makers must remember that
the arts and creative workers are
crucial to the successful economic
and emotional reconstruction of
communities devastated by disas-
ters—but are often as profoundly
impacted by these events as other
small businesses and have a more
difficult time receiving funding and
resources to both rebound and par-
ticipate in community recovery in
the aftermath.

“We knew we couldn’t wait until
the company officially starts next
year,” Lopez said. “The need is right
now.”

The long-term effects on the local
economies of Collier and Lee Coun-
ties—particularly on the cultural
tourism sector—is real and will neg-
atively impact the community unless
arts and culture rebound in concert
with housing and jobs. While it is al-
ways paramount to assist in survival
when disaster hits, after the basic
needs of health, food, and shelter are
met, the cultural and civic assets of
a community must come into focus,
and their preservation and recon-

struction are just as paramount and
deserve just as much attention and
support. Proceeds of ARTS HEAL
will go to special funds at the Collier
Community Foundation and the Fort
Myers-based Collaboratory desig-
nated for performing and visual art-
ists and arts organizations that were
impacted by the storm.

“The arts illuminate the human
condition, bring people together, and
provide a crucial vehicle for healing.
Disaster recovery includes address-
ing the emotional and spiritual heal-
ing of the community in addition to
material necessities such as food and
shelter; research shows that arts-
based therapies in the aftermath of
earthquakes, hurricanes, tsunamis,
and other disasters reduce rates of
distress, depression, and anxiety and
increase hope, feelings of well-being
and safety, and overall confidence.
The arts make recovery more possi-
ble, more quickly, for those affected,”
said Gamero.

“The arts heal,” Lopez said, ex-
plaining the show’s impetus. “Disas-
ter recovery includes addressing the
emotional and spiritual healing of
the community in addition to pro-
viding for material needs. Arts orga-
nizations play a critical role in that
process.”

The arts will play a vital part in the
region’s economic recovery as well,
Lopez and Gamero said. The arts sec-
tor employs hundreds of Southwest
Floridians and pumps millions of
dollars into the local economy. With
beachfront attractions offline, the
arts may have even broader appeal
during this year’s tourism season.

In the days following the storm,
the couple began calling fellow danc-
ers from around the world asking
for support. The response was over-
whelming. Performers from Swit-
zerland, Peru, Spain, and France will

join those from
around the coun-
try and Florida.
Young dancers
from Gulfshore
Ballet  School],
which Lopez and
Gamero have led
for a decade, will
open the show
performing the

directors’ origi-
nal choreogra-
phy.

“We are so ex-
cited to welcome
these world-
class dancers to
our community
and grateful that
they agreed to
donate their time and talent to help
Southwest Florida recover,” Gamero
said.

In addition to the dancers, orga-
nizations such as Artis-Naples, Gulf
Coast International Properties, Life
Law Planning, Gulfshore Life and
Beasly Media Group have made the
event possible. ARTS HEAL is among
several initiatives Artis-Naples has
undertaken, including free admis-
sion to the Baker Museum and free
tickets to select performances for
those impacted by the storm.

The audience will be treated to
works ranging from the classics such
as Le Corsaire to those by George
Balanchine, who changed the face
of American Ballet, to a work by
pioneering modern dance master
Martha Graham to pieces by former
Miami City Ballet resident choreog-
rapher Jimmy Gamonet de los Heros.

Incidentally, the choreography of
de los Heros will form the founda-
tion of the new Florida Gulfshore
Ballet’s repertory once the company
gets underway. ARTS HEAL gives

Photo: Ballet de Barcelona

dance aficionados who are unfamil-
iar with his work a sneak preview,
as well as a sampling of the range of
choreographic styles the company
will feature. Florida Gulfshore Bal-
let’s first performance is tentatively
scheduled for April 2023.

ABOUT ARTS HEAL

ARTS HEAL is the first initiative
of newly founded Florida Gulfshore
Ballet, which is the first and only pro-
fessional ballet company in South-
west Florida, delivering excellence
on stage, as well as a commitment to
the widest possible public audience
through touring, educational pro-
grams, and community engagement.

Tickets to ARTS HEAL can be
obtained through Artis—Naples
(https://artisnaples.org/events/).
Donations to the Collier Community
Foundation’s Arts Heal Fund and
Collaboratory’s Fund for the Arts can
be made by contacting those organi-
zations.

For more information about the
performance or to get involved, call
Florida Gulfshore Ballet at 239-451-
3088 or visit fgballet.com. “
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Medicare. ©2022 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All rights reserved.

Get local help with your Medicare questions.

I’m Denise Talt, a licensed sales agent in Lee County. When it comes to Medicare, it’s important to
consider all of your options. What works well for your neighbor may not be the best fit for you. | know
the ins and outs of Medicare, and I’'m ready to answer your questions and help you find a plan that fits
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Gateway Dental Suites

11300 Lindbergh Blvd. #101 Fort Myers, Florida 33913

 Have The Smile You Always Wanted!
2 We Are Here To Take Care Of ALL Your Dental Needs

Private practice taking care of Lee County Smiles for 39 years.

___ GATEWAY DENTAL SUITES CouPON
S50 OFF (9
Your Next Dental Treatment of $200 or more

i Must present ad to receive offer. Limit one discount per person, per month. May not be combined with any other offer. No monetary value. Offer expires: Novemebr 30, 2022

The services included are codes D1110 or D1120, DO120 or DO150, and D0274. The patient or any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment,
or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of resp
discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

Make Your Appointment Today
Mon-Thur: 8:00am to 5:00pm | Fri: 8:00am to 12:00pm (Noon)
Sat: 8:00am to 2:00pm | Se Habla Espafiol

Healthy Adult/Child Cleaning, Exam & X-rays

99

ing to the adverti for free,

(239) 561-0002

www.gatewaydentalsuites.com
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Fort Myers Brewing’s Chocolate Stout Earns Gold At Nation’s
Largest Beer Competition

Fort Myers Brewing Company’s
signature Chocolate Stout earned
national acclaim with a gold medal
at the 2022 Great American Beer
Festival competition. Presented by
the Brewers Association, the Great
American Beer Festival is the na-
tion’s largest commercial beer com-
petition and recognizes the most
outstanding beers produced in the
United States.

Fort Myers Brewing medaled in
the chocolate beer category and was
the only Southwest Florida brewery,
and one of just 12 in Florida, to med-
al at the 2022 competition. Winners
were announced Oct. 8 at the Great
American Beer Festival awards cer-
emony in Denver, Colorado.

“Florida is home to a thriving craft
beer market, so being one of just a
handful of breweries in our state to
be recognized is a proud accomplish-
ment for our team,” said Rob Whyte,
who co-founded Fort Myers Brew-
ing Company in 2013 with his wife,
Jen. “Our Chocolate Stout has been a
longtime favorite among our guests,
and it means a lot to know an inter-
national panel of expert judges feel
the same way.”

The 2022 Great American Beer
Festival competition winners were
selected by an international panel
of 235 expert judges from 9,904 en-
tries, plus 94 Collaboration and 35
Pro-Am entries, received from 2,154
U.S. breweries.

“Each year the Great American
Beer Festival showcases the best
that American brewers have to of-
fer,” said Chris Williams, competition
director, Great American Beer Festi-
val. “With more than 9,900 entries,
this year’s competition was the most
competitive to date. Congratulations
to all the winners who truly demon-
strated why the U.S. is the best brew-
ing nation in the world.”

The award-winning brew will be
on tap at Fort Myers Brewing begin-
ning Friday, Oct. 28 to celebrate the
honor as well as for National Choco-
late Day. The brewery is located at
12811 Commerce Lakes Drive, Suite
28, in Fort Myers.

About Fort Myers
Brewing Company

Established in 2013, Fort Myers
Brewing Company was the first mi-
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Submitted By Emily Golden

crobrewery to
open in Lee Coun-
ty and continues
to lead Southwest
Florida’s surging
craft beer move-
ment.  Founded
by Rob and Jen
Whyte, Fort Myers |
Brewing carries a
signature line of
flagship beers in
addition to sea-
sonal brews and
small batch spe-
cialties. Its ales,
pilsners, stouts,
[PAs and hard selt-
zZers are winners
of multiple pres-
tigious  awards
including golds at

the Best Florida Beer Competition, a
silver at the 2018 World Beer Cup, a
bronze at the 2019 Great American
Beer Festival and Grand National
Champion at the 2022 and 2021 U.S.
Open Hard Seltzer Championship.
Fort Myers Brewing was named
“Best Large Brewery in Florida” in
2016 and received the Business Re-
siliency and Innovation of the Year
Award at the Lee County Economic
Development Office, Horizon Coun-

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11" | 2:00pm

DONNA SUE DELISLE will be singing some great old tunes to
honor ourveterans. She'll be entertaining us all for an complimentary

celebration. Enjoy Refreshments, 50/50 raffle and door prizes!

Let Us Know You're Coming

1230 Taylor Lane, Lehigh Acres, FL

(239) 674-6585

’ Photo: Fort Myers Brewing Co, Chocolate Stout

cil and Horizon Foundation’s 2021
Industry Appreciation Awards. Its
beers are poured at 1,041 locations,
including 620 bars and restaurants,
and are available for purchase in
421 retail outlets, including grocery,
package and convenience stores. The
brewery is located at 12811 Com-
merce Lakes Drive, Suite 28, in Fort
Myers. For more information, visit
FMbrew.com or call 239-313-6576.

FOUNTAIN CREST N¢)

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

FountainCrestRet.com | (239) 674-6585
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Tough Questions! We are entering into a very strange time
with a Recession appearing about to Descend on our country.

Interest rates have soared, resale home SALES rates have sunk like a
2 week-old Donut, sitting in a Large half-empty Dunkin’ Cup! Yet if one,
finances a home purchase, the payment seems so HIGH! Everything IS
SO000 EXPENSIVE (almost double from 5 months ago!) COMPARED TO
LAST WEEK, last Month, last Year, YESTERDAY? A good time to buy or
Sell? Many options are available, some less palatable than others.

If you are renting, your current monthly rental payment could be more
than enough to cover PITI (Your home purchase costs without utilities.)
Do you stay, do you go? There may be other options available. Give Jack

Morse a call for a NO-OBLIGATION discussion.

239-218-3618

Multi-MILLIONS CLOSED This YEAR!
WE get RESULTS! Call to see if YOUR properties can fit into our Programs!

CALL OR TEXT:

We Sell, Lease and Buy
Commercial & Residential Properties

“We Are Lehigh”

25 Homestead Rd N. #11
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Licensed Real Estate Broker

Phone: (239) 368-6080

e-mail: jack.morse36@gmail.com

239-218-3618.

Room for one or two Experienced Residential AGENTS! Up to 90%

Commissions. E & O Provided! Photography Included! No Desk Fees!

List with Lehigh Showcase for Great Exposure & Professional Photography to Drive Buyers to your Properties!
All properties offered are subject to prior lease, sale or withdrawal from the market. All dimensions and measurements are approximate.

PROPERTIES, INC.
ﬁ@gﬁwv

1/4 ACRE in South Lehigh. Next to nice
Home. Five blocks West of Homestead Rd.

Call Jack Morse

1/2 Acre on Eighth Avenue near to Joel &
Richmond. Next to large home on a quiet st.

Call Jack Morse

Lehigh

howcase

For More Information
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For More Information
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Caring For Your Pets After A Hurricane sy orveja titman, ovm

Pets’ lives are disrupted during
a natural disaster just as much as
our own. They can experience fear,
anxiety and stress which may cause
them to display abnormal behaviors
and develop short term health prob-
lems. Here are a few conditions and
behaviors that you may notice from
your pets after a hurricane.

Pets can experience stress and
anxiety during and after a disaster.
These may cause your pet(s) to de-
velop signs of gastrointestinal upset.
This may appear as decreased ap-
petite, vomiting and/or diarrhea. In
some pets this will last only a brief
period (24 hours). However, some
pets will continue to show signs for
longer periods and the signs may
worsen and require hospitalization
and advanced treatments. Should
your pet show any signs of gastro-
intestinal upset contact your vet-
erinarian immediately (at the first
occurrence of signs) for recommen-
dations for treatment and care for
your pet.

Stress and anxiety may also cause
your pet to react in unusual ways,
such as spraying urine or urinat-
ing in the home, hiding, defecat-
ing on floors and outside of litter
boxes, excessive licking/grooming,
aggression, vocalizing or destruc-

tive behavior. These can be normal
behaviors after a traumatic event.
However, these behaviors may be
signs of or lead to other problems for
your pet such as hair loss, skin infec-
tions and ingestion of foreign mate-
rial leading to an intestinal blockage.
If you become concerned about your
pet’s behavior, seek advice from your
veterinarian.

Animals are naturally curious and
could get injured if they are brought
back to a damaged home. Keep pets
safe by avoiding walks in areas that
contain storm debris. Do not walk
your pet through or allow your pet
to swim in flooded areas. Do not al-
low your pet to drink or ingest flood
water or run off. These may contain
toxins or bacteria or even wild ani-
mals that may cause harm to your
pet or cause your pet to become very
ill and require additional unexpected
veterinary expenses.

Do not allow your pet to climb
over debris piles. Debris may con-
tain sharp objects that may cause
injury to your pet which may result
in a visit to the local emergency hos-
pital for treatment. If possible, try
to leave pets with a family member,
friend, veterinarian or boarding fa-
cility while you are cleaning up your
home. This will help to keep your pet

Photo: Little Boy Kisses The Dog In Nose On The Window

safe and out of harms way until the
home is safe for them to return.

A scared animal may react by bit-
ing or scratching. Handle your pet(s)
carefully and calmly. Use favorite
toys, blankets or favorite human’s
unsoiled clothing to comfort pets
while they are away from home.

When your pet(s) return to the
home, try and comfort them. Speak
calmly and take some time out to
play with them. Give them lots of
hugs and extra pettings and atten-
tion to reassure them that the storm
has passed, and everything is ok. Do-

ing so can help you in your recovery,
as well.

ABOUT DR. VEJA
TILLMAN, DVM

Dr. Tillman is a 2002 graduate of
Tuskegee University School of Veter-
inary Medicine. Her veterinary prac-
tice and work experience focuses on
pet health and wellness. She is the
owner of Just 4 Pets Wellness Cen-
ter and can be reached at 239-270-

5721. ”

Montage Women’s Club

The Montage Women'’s Club is a
social and philanthropic club open
to all women residing in Lee County.
We meet on the fourth Thursday of
each month at The Landings Yacht,
Golf, and Tennis Club (community
entry off McGregor Blvd between Cy-
press Lake Drive and College Pkwy).
Meetings begin at 11:30 a.m. with
a short social period followed by
lunch at Noon and normally an in-
formative speaker program. Within
the organization are various interest
groups for members’ participation.
Membership is open to both year-
round and seasonal residents. We
welcome you to visit Montage for a
luncheon.

Our next meeting will be held on
Thursday, November 17 (a week
early due to Thanksgiving), and our
guest speaker will be Greg Longen-
hagen, Artistic Director of the Flor-
ida Repertory Theatre. The Florida
Rep is Lee County’s largest non prof-
it arts organization and has reached
over 100,000 this season with its
professional live theater program-
ming as well as its educational pro-
gramming for youth. Greg’s presen-
tation will include:

« History of the Florida Rep

e Behind the scenes info on how a
presentation comes together

e Details of upcoming productions
and events

e Free ticket giveaway

» Audience Question & Answer

Luncheon fee is $28.00 per per-
son and the planned menu will be a
Baby Spinach / Strawberries Salad
with sliced grilled Chicken, dried

Photo: Greg Longenhagen, Artistic Director
of the Florida Repertory Theatre

7 SWFL
x/

" BUSINESS
///* NETWORK

" CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY

INVITES YOU
TO JOIN US

NETWORKING AT ITS FINEST

The SWFL Business Network invites you to two of our
Networking meals. Breakfast or Lunch, your choice!

Every Wednesday
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM

(Meeting starts at noon)

2514 Santa Barbara Blvd
Cape Coral, FL 33914

WWW.SWFLBUSINESSNETWORK.COM

,
A
LEAD

LUNCH & LEARN

LEADERSHIP. EDUCATION.

ADVOCACY. DEVELOPMENT.

THE FIRST MEETING IS FREE

Every Friday
7:30 AM to 9:30 AM

(come and go as you please)

12951 Metro Pkwy #11
Fort Myers, FL 33966

239-470-5611

NETWORK, SOCIALIZE, AND
CONNECT WITH THE PROFESSIONAL
WOMEN OF THE COMMUNITY.

FIRST FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH

12:00PM TO 1:30PM

BEEF O’BRADY’S CAPE CORAL
2514 SANTA BARBARA BLVD

CAPE CORAL, FL 33914

$5 PLUS THE COST OF FOOD FOR MEETINGS TO FOLLOW

By Rita Artwohl

cranberries, mandarin oranges, Feta
cheese, Bermuda onion and toasted
almonds, served with Raspberry
Vinaigrette Dressing, Rolls and But-
ter, and Chef’s Choice Dessert. The
Plant Based-Vegan option will be
baked stuffed Portobello Mushroom
Cap with spaghetti squash, spinach
and caramelized onions on a bed of
vegetable quinoa served with polen-
ta cake and fresh fruit dessert.

If you would like to attend a Mon-

tage meeting, need further informa-
tion, or would like to make a reser-
vation, please call Rita Artwohl at
(239) 703-7787. Reservations cut-
off to attend this meeting is Noon,
Thursday, November 10th. “

VISIT
FOR MORE INFORMATIONAL &

GREAT STORIES FROM THE AREA!

WELLNESS CENTER

‘é‘{g Just 4 Pets

Promoting Wellness

WELLNESS & SICK PET EXAMS
DENTAL CLEANING AND SURGERY
IN-HOUSE DIAGNOSTICS
CAR SIDE OR IN CLINIC VISITS
COVID CONSCIOUS FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL

APPOINTMENTS SCHEDULED TO MAINTAIN
“PHYSICAL DISTANCING”

EXAM ROOMS SANITIZED BETWEEN
APPOINTMENTS

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Mon | Wed | Thurs | Fri: 8 AM to 6 PM
Tues : By Appointment Only
Open First Saturdays Of Every Month, 8am To 12pm

239-270-5721

www.Just4PetsFL.vet

8911 Daniels Parkway, Suite 7 | Fort Myers, FL 33912
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'GREAT LOCATION |

This is a nice 3/2 split floorplan plus a den,
cathedral ceilings, walk in shower and dual sinks in
master, tile floors with carpet in bedrooms. Close to
schools, library and shopping.

e A e el S
THIS IS FLORIDA LIFE
Lakefront & maintenance free 2 bedroom 2 bath

and a den. Just built in 2020. Smart home, low
HOA! Great price!

AFFORDABLE 3 BEDROOM!
3 Bedroom/1.5 bath home in central Lehigh Acres.
Tile floors ghorughout. City water and city sewer.
Nice back yard. New roof in 2022. Home needs
updated and some repair, but over all in good
condition. See this one before it gets away!

Mary Bruzik 704-780-9528
marybsellshouses@gmail.com

TABATHA D'ALESSANDRO 239-281-6746
tabatha.dalessandro@yahoo.com

ROXANN VEKICH
theveks2000@aol.com

239-823-1402

A -

$429,9

L o

METICULOUSLY MAINTAINED

3 Bedroom plus den/2 bath home with over 1700 sq
ft of living area on over sized half acre lot. Roof
replaced in 2018. Number of fruit trees, extended
driveway.This one won't last.

RUSSELL LOSH
russlosh@comcast.net

239-560-2745

BEAUTIFULLY BULT WITH
YOU IN MIND!

3 Bedroom plus den, 2 baths, high vaulted ceilings,
8ft doors, granite counter tops, top of the line
applicances, 24" tile floors. Just waiting for you!

ROUDY THEARD 239-209-0841

roard75@yahoo.com

$535,000

ARTHUR RUTENBERG
CUSTOM POOL HOME

Over 2400 sq ft of living area, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths
with home office with built-ins, 3 car side entry
garage. Roof new in 2015. Well maintained and
shows beautifully.

FRED ELLIOTT
brokerfred@yahoo.com

239-357-7877

-

ABSOLUTELY GORGEOUS!!
Enjoy the comfort & quietness of the country but
have the convenience of living in town. 3 bedrooms,

2.5 baths, over 2500 sq ft of living area, in pristine
condition!

LUIS GONZALEZ 239-269-9931
luisfgonzalez@yahoo.com

HERE IT IS!

Spacious and beautiful pool home with 3 bedrooms
& 2 baths & hugh den, 4 bedrooms if you need. Tile

flooring throughout, 1/2 acre fenced with fruit tree.
Your perfect Florida home.

ADA NOSTE
ada.cbpp@hotmail.com

239-878-0870

' DS

EVERYTHING YOU WANT!

3/2 Solar powered home on 1.5 acres. Below
ground pool, RV/boat carport fenced. Family room
with fireplace, 3 sheds with power. A rare find!

JOAN BAAB
jbaabsells@aol.com

239-848-7603

AVAILABLE DUPLEX!

Great location on Meadow Rd. 2 Bedroom 2 bath
+den on each side. Both units have new paint
inside and out.

LAUREL LEVIS-DOYLE
llevisdoyl@gmail.com

315-719-2520

000

i) |

ROOMTO ROAM
Rare 2 story gem in the prestigous community of

Olympia Point! Fresh paint, engineered wood
flooring - lots of new. Must see to appreciate.

PAMELA DICKINSON
pamsellsit@gmail.com

239-887-0837

2 STORY BEAUTY
4 Bedroom/3 bath custom built home on over sized,

corner lot. Fenced back yard with fruit trees.
Upstairs has 3 bedrooms and 2 baths.

ESPERENCIA CADET
espycadet@gmail.com

239-478-5492

AVAILABLE LOTS FOR SALE!

1/4 Acre Lots
from $11,000

WE NEED
RENTALS!

WE OFFER FULL SERVICE
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

¢ TENANT PLACEMENT
¢ ATTORNEY APPROVED LEASE
¢ VENDOR MANAGEMENT

CALL TODAY
239-491-3300

=

*Based on 30 Year Fixed 5.5% FHA Mortgage with 3% Down
Payment. Payment Reflects Principle and Interest Only!

THINKING OF SELLING?
WHAT IS YOUR HOUSE WORTH?

Contact us today for a
of your property. NO OBLIGATION.

CALL TODAY
239-369-6161

market analysis

1/2 Acre Lots
from $16,000

SELF STORAGE
UNITS AVAILABLE
STARTING AT

99

MONTH
239-491-3300

1400 Homestead Road N. ¢ 239-369-6161
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Norman Love Confections Creates #SWFLStrong Florida Box,
A Limited-Edition Chocolate Collection To Benefit Hurricane
[an Survivors Through Better Together  susmited sy Houy gotarin

To support Hurricane Ian relief ef-
forts, Norman Love Confections has
created the #SWFLStrong Florida
Box, with 50% of every purchase
through early November going to
Better Together, a local nonprofit
dedicated to serving families and
children.

“While Hurricane Ian has devas-
tated parts of Southwest Florida,
the people of our community are
rising up to help one another in
some incredibly moving and in-
spiring ways,” said Norman Love,
founder and CEO of Norman Love
Confections. “So many families lost
everything, and Better Together is
literally going door-to-door in the
hardest hit areas distributing food,
water and other relief supplies di-
rectly to families. In some cases,
Better Together’s trained volunteer
host families have invited these chil-
dren and families into their homes,
giving them a safe, secure place to
stay while they get back on their
feet. This is truly a shining example
of how our community comes to-
gether in a time of crisis and it’s our
honor to support Hurricane Ian sur-
vivors through sales of the Florida
Box.”

The 25-piece specialty Florida
Box includes seashell-shaped, ultra-
premium chocolates featuring five
flavors of Southwest Florida: Key
Lime Pie, Florida Orange, Mango,
Lemon and Coconut, as well as a
special #SWFLStrong logo choco-
late. The Florida Box sells for $58
with 50% going to Better Together.
This limited-edition, specialty box
can be purchased through early No-
vember 2022 in-store or online at
NormanLoveConfections.com.

Better Together is made up of two
programs — Better Families and Bet-
ter Jobs - that help parents who are
going through a hard time to keep

their kids out of foster care, find
work and address the root causes
of their struggle so that they can
reunite as a family with the tools
and support system to thrive. The
nonprofit is providing a variety of
resources to families in response to
Hurricane lan, including temporary
child care for first responders and
families who need a safe environ-
ment for their children, distribut-
ing food and supplies to families in
need and connecting displaced job
seekers with resources and employ-
ment opportunities.

“This is a devastating time for so
many, especially those who were
already struggling to make ends
meet. Families are in critical need of
resources and a safe place for their
children as they work to repair the
damage, secure new housing and
find work,” said Megan Rose, CEO of
Better Together. “We are so grateful
for this partnership with Norman
Love Confections as we work to
keep families together - every dol-
lar will help further our efforts to
serve families, children and under-
served communities across South-
west Florida who have been heavily
impacted by Hurricane Ian.”

To learn more about Better To-
gether and its mission, visit Better-
TogetherUS.org.

ABOUT NORMAN LOVE
CONFECTIONS

Founded in 2001 by Norman and
Mary Love, Norman Love Confec-
tions creates and distributes hand-
crafted artisanal chocolates from its
corporate headquarters at 11380
Lindbergh Blvd. in Fort Myers, Flor-
ida. The award-winning Fort Myers-
based chocolatier has been lauded
more thanadozen times by aleading
consumer ratings magazine, includ-
ing recognition six times for pro-

MurLTtirLe Year
Award WINNER
"“Best of Lehigh'

* Lunch Specials * Full Bar * Steaks * Seafood * Ribs *
* Wings * Dine-In * Take-Out * Delivery *

We Offer a Full Bar!

The home of
the famous

"Scorpion Bowl"

HOURS:
Mon - Sat: 11am - 10pm
Sun & Holidays: 12 noon - 9pm

Free Delivery

Limited Area ¢ $15.00 Minimum Purchase

AMERICAN-CHINESE RESTAURANT
1111 HOMESTEAD ROAD N., Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

369-1110 x 369-7090

Gift Certificates
Available

ducing the best ultra-
premium chocolates in
the nation. Forbes.com
included Norman Love
Confections BLACK
line on its list of the na-
tion’s top 10 truffles;
The Huffington Post
listed it among the six
best U.S. destinations
in its Chocolate Lover’s
Travel Guide; and USA
Today named Love as
one of its top 10 en-
trepreneurs for 2014.
Love was named the
inaugural inductee of
Dessert Professional
Magazine’s Chocolatier |

Hall of Fame, partnered
with local chefs to pres-
ent a six-course meal at
the James Beard House
in New York and Norman Love Con-
fections was ranked among the top
10 shops in the world for chocolate
lovers by UK. media outlet Daily
Telegraph.

Norman Love Confections has
Chocolate Salons in Fort Myers, Es-
tero, Naples and Sarasota, includ-
ing a pastry shop and café at Whole
Foods Market in Fort Myers salon.
Norman Love Confections’ choco-
lates, gift baskets, sipping choco-
late and specialty items also can be
ordered online at www.norman-
loveconfections.com. In addition,
Norman Love Confections’ desserts
are offered on 18 Princess Cruises’
ships through the “Chocolate Jour-
neys” partnership and chocolates
are available at independent retail
locations throughout the U.S. For
more information visit www.nor-

manloveconfections.com or call
239-561-7215.
ABOUT BETTER TOGETHER

Better Together is a nonprofit

Photo: Norman Love Confections - Florida Box benefiting
Better Together

organization that helps parents go-
ing through a hard time keep their
kids out of foster care, find work
and address the root causes of their
struggle so that they can reunite
as a family with the tools and sup-
port system to thrive. A privately
funded and professionally support-
ed organization, Better Together is
made up of volunteers who believe
helping people help themselves is
the best way to restore dignity and
bring families together. Through the
Better Families program, families
are offered a preventive alternative
to foster care while they get the help
they need. To date, the program has
kept 98% of children served out of
foster care. The Better Jobs program
was created to address the 76% of
families that come to Better Togeth-
er because of economic hardship
tied to unemployment. In addition
to community job fairs, the program
offers job seekers coaching, guid-
ance, support and encouragement
through local church partners. For
more information, visit BetterTo-

getherUS.org. “

CATERING 1S DACK!
LeT s FEED Yougr PARTY TODAY!

Don't want to cook and the kids are hungry?
This special combo is for you!

Get a 18" One Traditional Topping Pizza, 10 Classic Breadsticks
with homemade marinara(Upgrade to specialty sticks for $2),

and a 2 Liter of soda or lemonade.

]

0R Order Online

wishing you a /Zal?lﬂj.’

Come Together and Celebrate with our limited time
Thanksgiving Dessert Pie and Cannoli.

9393135155 « FINEFOLKPIZZA.COM
11300 LINDBERGH BLVD, SUITE 114 « FORT MYERS
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LAFCRD Youth Fire Cadet Program Prepares Young Adults for
Future Careers; Former Cadet Shares Positive Impact

Submitted By Katie Heck

The Lehigh Acres Fire Control and
Rescue District’s Cadet Post 102 is
focused on preparing young adults
for a successful future in -and out
- of professional firefighting. How-
ever, the Post Advisors do have a
special focus; encouraging future
professional firefighters to stay lo-
cal and serve their hometown. Now,
almost two years after re-launching
the Fire Cadet Post after COVID, they
are celebrating their first Cadet-
turned-Firefighter for the District.

The District hired Firefighter/
EMT Nate Luders, a graduate of
Riverdale High School and mem-
ber of the Cadet Post program, in
August. Only a few months into his
yearlong probation with the Lehigh

Acres Fire Control and Rescue Dis-
trict, Firefighter/EMT Nate Luders
is ahead of most 19-year-olds when
it comes to choosing and entering a
career field. He says he owes a lot of
his success to his

involvement with Cadet Post 102,
the District’s Youth Fire Cadet Pro-
gram.

“I don’t have any family involved
in the fire service, but it is some-
thing I have always been interested
in,” Firefighter/EMT Luders said.
“The Fire Cadet Program gave me
a head start in my academic pro-
grams and hands-on experience
related to both fire and EMS calls.
The mentorship was invaluable as it
came time to apply, and then inter-

view, for the job.”

The Cadet Post Advisors are excit-
ed to see the Cadet Program flour-
ishing in its second year. While the
focus is on the vocational study of
professional firefighting, the pro-
gram is also open to youth who may
not be interested in firefighting as a
career. Cadets will build many dif-
ferent skill sets throughout their
tenure in the program, building a
solid foundation for a successful fu-
ture in any field. Pride,

commitment, courage, leadership,
teamwork, integrity, and self-disci-
pline are applicable and useful life
skills to develop for many profes-
sions.
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“Our Fire Cadet Program will offer
youth and young adults an opportu-
nity to experience life as a firefight-
er and learn about our team,” stated
Chief DiLallo. “The program has
many benefits, but most important-
ly gives cadets a feeling for what it's
like to be a part of something bigger
than themselves. Ideally, some ca-
dets will choose to remain here and
serve their community.”

The program is open to partici-
pants between the ages of 14 and 20
years old, with meetings occurring
weekly. Application information
is available on our website: www.
lehighfd.com/operations/page/ca-
det-post-102 ”

A Message From A Lee County School Board Member

By Cathleen O’'Daniel Morgan

Photo: Cathleen O’Daniel
Morgan, District 7

As we enter our
4 third week post
Hurricane Ian, the
School Board con-
tinue to acknowl-
edge the significant

: loss and suffering
experienced by many in the School
District of Lee County community.
District and school leaders, staff,
students, families, non-profit or-
ganizations, government agencies,
and the entire community, all were
disproportionately impacted by
Hurricane Ian. Despite the individu-
al situations that everyone is facing,
all have come together for the ben-
efit of our students, staff, and com-
munity. Even employees of other
Florida School Districts that have
faced their own challenges post-
storm, have gone to extraordinary
lengths to support our educational
community during our recovery
from the devastation.

We are incredibly proud of the
outreach efforts made by District
leadership to staff and students’
families pre and post hurricane lan;
the grace an compassion extended
to staff and families managing per-
sonal recoveries while we worked
swiftly to reopen schools; opportu-
nities created for school staff to re-
unite and regroup and for families
to to rejoin their school community
prior to reopening; access provided
by our staff to local, state, and fed-
eral agencies providing resources
for recovery; the relationships of
our District leaders with others
statewide who provided relief and
additional hands to those working
in buildings. We could not have re-
covered and reopened so quickly
without impressive District leader-
ship and strong community support
and understanding.

While we are pleased to have stu-
dents in all of our schools back into
a learning environment just three
weeks after the Hurricane, our re-
covery experience highlighted a

hair | nails | waxing | packages | qift cerfificates
Amy | Debbie | Brittany | Brandy | Christina

11300 Lindbergh Blvd, #108 (next to Norman Love)
www.trendsettersfl.com 239.768.6861

systemic weakness that has been
under review by Superintendent
Bernier’'s Cabinet and the Board
since late spring— the District’s
current enrollment system. The
process of getting students back to
school post-storm was made un-
necessarily difficult due to our cur-
rent system of school choice. As we
resume our planning for the 2022-
23 school year, we will continue our
reexamination of this system and
school proximity plans, an initia-
tive reintroduced to the public by
Superintendent Bernier at commu-
nity meetings this fall. Plans created
twenty years ago for school assign-
ment and transportation suitable
for a much smaller student popula-
tion are no longer sustainable.

Community meetings for public
engagement in the assessment and
planning process will be resched-
uled soon. Please be alert to an-
nouncements asking you to partici-
pate in interactive assessment and
planning meetings as we consider
options for school proximity zones

L

Photo: Lee
County School
District Logo

along a continuum from highly per-
missive, as is the case today, to high-
ly restrictive. With each movement
on the continuum, compromises
will be necessary; compromises be-
tween transportation cost savings
and student and family convenienc-
es such as grandfathering and multi-
ple zone options. The Board and the
Superintendent intend this exercise
to be immersive, collaborative, and
transparent for all members of the
school district community. We look
forward to working with our school
community members and public on
this complex and significant pro-
cess.

We wish all of our students, staff,
and com-
munity a
healthy
post-storm
recovery.

MY PET'S VET

of Lehigh Acres

Complete Care For Cats and Dogs!

Dr. Rafael Cartelli |

Dr. Ernest Y. Blum

Dr. Carlos Gonzalez

©® @ _ Monday - Friday

Saturday
Sunday

Cd

8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Closed

Full Service Animal Hospital

e Examinations

* Vaccinations

* Surgery

* Comprehensive Dental
Care

* Health Certificates

* In-House Laboratory

e Annual Wellness
Packages

* Pharmacy

* Heartworm and Flea
Prevention Products

Call us to schedule an appointment today!

(239) 368-8387

July Special

5% off(\x/hile Supplies Last)

239.368.8387°&

61 Bell Blvd N, Unit 2 & Y
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

In the Winn Dixie Plaza at the
corner of Joel & Bell Blvd.

www.mypetsvet.net

Se Haba Espanol

Cat Credelio

%’ Finduson €
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Mike Welch

Let Us Hear From You!
Contact Us At:

com

I hope that you
and your families as
well as co-workers are now well and
safe. As you know other parts of our
county and region have not fared as
well as Eastern Lee County. As such
we give thanks to God for His bless-
ings and that compels us to turn to

voicesoflehigh@gmail.
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Chamber Reports On Post-Ian Activities

our fellow citizens in solidarity as
they cope with loss after this devas-
tating storm.

Our Chamber has been working
with the Salvation Army and other
relief organizations. Our offices are
also a storage area for vital food and
cleaning supplies as well as water. In
addition, our Chamber officers work
closely with Lee County Government
and in particular, the Office of Eco-
nomic Development which is tasked
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with working with business orga-
nizations for assistance and relief
packages from the Federal, State and
Local governments. Please visit the
Chamber website at www.elccoc.org
for up-to-date information. We are
also fortunate to have on our Board
of Directors Lee County Commis-
sioner Cecil Pendergrass who has
been a great resource for our needs.

As our community has been for-
tunate in the storm’s aftermath our

By Mike Welch

Chamber officers have been involved
in various activities and efforts with
our neighbors closer to the coast. |
also want to thank our past Chair
Ed Moore and our officers for their
work on a community BBQ for our
responders and linemen who are
working so hard for our damaged
communities.

Please let us know if we can assist
during these difficult times. SOLI-
DARITY! @

The Salvation Army Needs Your Help

Greetings from your local Salva-
tion Army Service Center. [ hope by
now you and yours have reached a
point where you can begin to settle
in after the horrific storm that we
all experienced a few weeks ago.
While we in the Lehigh Acres area
were hit with the hard winds and
rain and many homes received
some damage and had trees down,
we were blessed that we weren’t
hit with the worst part of the hur-
ricane. We at The Salvation Army,
have been in Disaster-Responder
mode since the start of the storm.
As soon as it was safe to be out, our
teams began loading up trucks and
vans to deliver food and water to
the First Responders and those in
the areas that were ultimately de-
stroyed. The wreckage was more
than we could’ve imagined. From
day one, The Salvation Army has
been there for those who have been

i

Tyler Smith, Agency Owner

Riverdale Dental Associates

traumatized and left with nothing
to very little of what has been their
life. We have offered a hot meal, a
warm blanket, a hot cup of coffee,
a hug, or just a listening ear. Face
after face was nothing more than
a blank stare. In spite of the chal-
lenges we faced, we at The Salva-
tion Army leaned heavily on God
and the strength He gave us to con-
tinue caring for those needing our
help. It will take a very long time
for the hardest-hit areas to recover
and rebuild.

The Salvation Army will continue
to serve and help in any way we
can. All of us can play a part in the
recovery process. You can support
us by bringing canned goods and
nonperishable food items to our
office. We need financial support
as well. It takes a village, right? We
need to be the village for those who

Make Your Appointment Today

Mon - Wed: 8 am to 5 pm
Fri: 8 am to 12 pm (Noon)

Give us a call or visit us online for a FREE Quote
on your Home, Auto, or Flood Insurance.

Chris Mitchell, Agency Owner

» Local, expert insurance counsel

« More choice in insurance companies
e True peace of mind

e Insurance the way it’s supposed to be

IAlIlYourInsurancelNeedsjUnde{®ne]Roof;

N

Home —e~— Flood

N N

Auto —e~— Motorcycle —e~— Boat

have been touched by the storm
and are now needing assistance.
We are seeing a great deal more
guests needing assistance with
electric bills, food, help to apply for
FEMA, and filing insurance claims.
It has been necessary for us to add
additional staff to our office to help
handle the additional requests for
assistance. This has added a bit of
a financial burden for us. Howev-
er, we want to be able to serve all
who come to us for various needs.
know these are very difficult times
as it relates to the cost of everyday
living. We want to continue being
present to assist the community
of Lehigh Acres. However, the ad-
ditional expense of added staff and
the assistance we continue to of-
fer in the way of food, water, tarps,
and clean-up Kkits are not cheap. We
need your help. Every dollar re-
ceived, $.93 goes back into serving

Have The Smile You Always Wanted!

We Are Here To Take Care Of ALL Your Dental Needs

Private practice taking care of Lee County Smiles for 39 years.

RIVERDALE DENTAL COUPON |

~ Your Next Dental Treatment of $200 or more @

Must present ad to receive offer. Limit one discount per person, per month. May not be combined with any other offer. No monetary value. Offer expires: November 30, 2022

The services included are codes D1110 or D1120, D0O120 or DO150, and D0274. The patient or any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel payment,
or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of i i
discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

Thurs: 8 am to 8:30 pm
Sat: 8 am to 2 pm

Se Habla Espaiol 201 Plaza Dr. #1 Lehigh Acres, Florida 33936

2 [LOCAUTIONS
tolBettergSenvelyou!!

9230 Daniels Parkway,
Fort Myers, FL 33912

1205 Piper Blvd
Naples, FL 34110

N

17

Healthy Adult/Child Cleaning, Exam & X-rays

By Major Brenda Lane

you the Lehigh family. So, if you can
see your way clearly, we would ap-
preciate your financial help in any
way you can give.

Next month we will have our Red
Kettles out and the Bells will be-
gin ringing!! This is another way
in which you can help. When you
see a Red Kettle, be sure to drop
your contribution in. We are hiring
Bell Ringer now. If you or some-
one you know might be interested
in making a little extra money for
the holidays, please come by our
office and fill out an application in
the next couple of weeks. We are
located at 25 Homestead Rd. N #42
and our phone number is 239-491-
6071. Come join our team and help
make this Christmas season a little
brighter for those we will serve
with toys and food for Christmas

Day. ”

S99

for free,

(239) 303-2400

www.riverdaledentalonline.com

BINSURANCE

7727227772777/ 7 77 7 ] D O W R R N R R R

The Smith & Mitchell Agency

(239) 603-8200
www.smithandmitchellagency.com
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Aggressive Driving

T | Photo: Sheriff Carmine
Marceno, Lee County

In a short time, the
county population
will swell as visi-
= tors from the North
g migrate to sunny

Southwest Florida
for the winter months.

This influx of visitors and their ve-
hicles make already congested roads
a bit more problematic.

Aggressive driving makes travel-
ing difficult and dangerous for us
all. While patience isn’t a virtue that
we all possess, make an effort to be
courteous and tolerant when behind
the wheel. Deaths related to aggres-
sive driving and speeding have in-
creased dramatically in recent years

By Sheriff Carmine Marceno

and, as your sheriff, your safety and
well-being means a great deal to me.

Allow additional time when plan-
ning excursions and/or heading
out for appointments. Follow traffic
rules and regulations, avoid racing
to beat red lights and don’t allow the
behaviors of other drivers to alter
the manner in which you drive.

Aggressive driving is a disregard
for safety...your safety and the safety
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of those around you. The privacy of
a vehicle makes some feel insulated
and anonymous to those around
them. They believe that they will
not be held personally responsible
for their driving behaviors and de-
cisions. That anonymity ends when
accidents occur.

Relax. Arrive safely. Drive respon-
sibly,

The Craftie Ladies Craft Fair: New Dates

Submitted by The Crafie Ladies of St. John XXIII Catholic Church

If you’ve been to one of our fairs be-
fore, you know we have a large variety
of top quality, homemade items for
sale. In addition to our well-known,
exquisite quilts, afghans and hand-
knit and crocheted items, there will
be pillows, table runners, placemats/
napkins, jewelry, mother/daughter
aprons, tooth fairy pillows, novel baby
items, lots of lovely holiday décor; in-
cluding our fabulous wreaths, and so
much more!

* 0il disposal additional cost

Full Synthetic 0il Change

* 0il disposal additional cost

Synthetic Blend 0il Change
includes 5 uarts
of oilanda |Iter 84099

a

L]

includ 5 rt
:Jnfcofl aensda |I=ilers s7099

Besides our always fabulous raffle,
this year on Saturday we will be joined
by Viet Yum Food Truck just outside
the Parish Life Center. On Sunday, be
sure to enjoy the Knights of Columbus
pancake breakfast after all Masses.

Come and join us on Saturday,
December 10, from 9 am to 5 pm
and Sunday, December 11, from
8amto 1 pm.

31 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE. // ALL REPAIRS! MINOR TO MAJOR. // SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS.

Pure Power

“.—‘ gy

239-851-5352

a

aulomaouve u:ayuuauos 8:00 AM-4:00PH

410 Leonard Blvd N. Unit &4
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 .

Why pay Dealership prices when you can get the -
same Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

The Craftie Ladies came together
13 years ago. The group has grown
to nearly 40 talented and dedicated
women. All proceeds go directly back
into the community. Just a few causes
we donate to are:

o St. Martin de Porres Catholic

Church
 Hunger Walk
o Veterans Blankets
o Soles for Souls
« Special Equestrians

OPEN

Monday through Friday CARS

// LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED!

_____________

$235” $275"

1 Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.
' Disc brakes only. Rotors Included.
I Offer expires 11/30/22

« Cystic Fibrosis

« Verity House Pregnancy Center
» Hope Hospice

« Hats for Cancer Patients

o St. John XXIII Villas

o Lung Cancer Research

We hope to see you at our craft fair
at St. John XXIII, located on Palomino
Lane, just north of Daniels Parkway.
Stop by, have a chat and, just maybe you
can get some early shopping done.

_______________________

TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs

Lire LAW PLANNING

Uecy b plansing for the o fonily

GUARDIANSHIP | LIVING TRUSTS
ESTATE PLANNING | WILLS | PROBATE
FAMILY LAW | ASSET PROTECTION

ALINA GONZALEZ-DOCKERY, ESQUIRE

239-789-2533 | WWW.LIFELAWPLANNING.COM | 5237 SUMMERLIN COMMONS BLVD, SUITE 109, FORT MYERS, FL 33907

Pediatrics

Well-child checkups
Same day sick
appointments
Newborn care
Lactation Services

Family Medicine/
Internal Medicine

Annual physical exams

Physical Therapy

Comprehensive care

and treatment

(239) 275-5522

Fort Myers, Cape Coral, Lehigh

ppcswfl.com
¢¢ | et Our Family Take Care Of Your Family ??

hysicians’
rimary
arexx¥

Learn more E ’-I? E

~l L8
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AUTUMN
BLACK FRIDAY
CARVE
COLONY
COOKING
CORN
CRANBERRY
DINNER

FAMILY
FEAST
GRATEFUL
GRAVY
HARVEST
HOLIDAY
INVITATION

MEAL
NATIVE
NOVEMBER
PARADE
PILGRIM
PRAYER
PUMPKIN PIE
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THANKS
TRADITIONS
TREATY Nachos are extremely popular both with a meal, and as a snack. They are
TURKEY in popular demand for parties of all kinds. We enjoy them while watching
any sporting event, at home, at the stadium or in the arena. Celebrate
with a fistful of nachos or a nacho supreme.

Dates & descriptions provided by www.holidayinsights.com * s
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November 9
World Freedom Day is a U.S. federal observance, marking the fall of the
Berlin Wall. The Berlin Wall was known as the “Iron Curtain”. This special
day also commemorates the end of communism in Eastern and Central
Europe.

November 13
his is a very important day of recognition for the tens of millions of
Americans, who selflessly give their time to care for those who are il],
disabled, or elderly. This day of recognition is for both paid and unpaid
care givers. We believe unpaid care givers, deserve even more special
recognition. They silently go about the task of supporting someone in
need, most often a family member.

November 16
Americans are always fast moving, always in a rush. As a result of our
fast moving lifestyle, we need to eat quickly, and are usually unwilling or
unable to wait long for our food to be prepared. Participating in National
Fast Food Day is easy. All you have to do, is eat or drink at a fast food
restaurant today. To be a full fledged participant on this special day, eat in
fast food restaurants for breakfast, lunch and dinner.

November 17
World Peace Day encourages us to be kind to others, and teach others to
be peaceful. Today we strive in making the world a better place. It starts
with us. Teach our children and others, in ways to promote peace, and

— > 4> 0— 4 —0ZwWw>» U ITIZT
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< OIDmTmMmwWIM<OzZzZzCIIDDmMmzZZ—UTW
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avoid war. Without peace, the consequences is tragic.

November 20
Today is truly a Beautiful Day in every way, shape and form. The world is
filled with ugliness. So, as day like today is refreshing, and eye appealing.
It’s filled with beautiful sights, sounds and smells.

November 23
Looking for a quick caffeine high? Well, you are in luck because today is
National Espresso Day, and a cup of espresso should do the trick. Walk or
drive to your nearest coffee shop or cafe, and order one!

November 28
Today is your opportunity to enjoy French toast, a delicious and tasty
breakfast meal. Hold it right there! French toast can be enjoyed for any
meal time: breakfast, lunch or dinner. Try French toast with male syrup,
sugar, cinnamon, whipped cream, or fruits. Better yet, use a combination

of these.

MINI SPA & SALON

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE CENTER, LLC

SPA & BEAUTY SALO

GatewayMiniSpa.com

NAILS BY

S

Meet Sunita, Gateway Mini Spa &
Salon’s new nail tech! With 20 years
experience she certainly has the
expertise to make your nails the
best they can be. Sunita
specializing in Acrylics, Spa
Pedicures, Shellacs and more!
Call now and let Sunita show you

what expertise truly is!

BOOKYOUR APPOINTMENT
(239) 561-1150
13120 Westlinks Terrace
Suite #9

Fort Myers, FL 33913

~
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EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS

PUBLISHER
East Lee County News, LLC | 239-908-4581 | press@eastleenews.com

Want to be in The Roar?

If you're interested in contributing...

Ops-Eds // Press Releases // Recipes (Food or Beverage)
Please email press@eastleenews.com.

If you would like to advertise & have your business
promoted to over 62k+ Residents
email press@eastleenews.com.

CONTRIBUTORS

Butch Swank | Randy Mitchelson | Maru Lanao | Emily Golden
Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM | Rita Artwohl | Holly Boldrin | Katie Heck
Cathleen O’Daniel Morgan | Mike Welch | Major Brenda Lane
The Crafie Ladies

EDITORIAL BOARD
Katrina Salokar | Marlene Asta
David Foetisch | Butch Swank

PRODUCTION + DESIGN
Paradise Creative Group
Marlene Asta
DISTRIBUTION
East Lee County News is a Direct Mail Publication.
Additional copies may be picked up at Lifestyles Healthcare
Group and Apothicare 360. Call us for a list of additional
pick up locations or stop by our office at:

12801 Commerce Lake Dr, Suite #26, Fort Myers, FL. 33913

CUSTOMER RELATIONS
David Foetisch

ADVERTISING INFORMATION

EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS, LLC | 239-908-4581
press@eastleenews.com | eastleenews.com

The East Lee County News is a monthly publication for the residents in its distribution area. We utilize material contributed
by the readers, organizations, and public relations professionals as a reporting service only. The East Lee County News is
not responsible for inaccuracies or errors that may be contained in such material. Articles are printed in as timely a fashion
as deadlines allow and on a space available basis. Goods or services advertised within this publication are not endorsed,
warranted or guaranteed by the East Lee County News, LLC. Submissions: You may submit your piece to the newspaper to
consider for publication. All submissions must be made in a modifiable computer file and emailed to: press@eastleenews.
com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com. The submissions must include your name, full residential address (no post office boxes),
your telephone number, your occupation and a short description of your background. By transmitting your piece to press@
eastleenews.com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com you agree to the following Copyright Statement: | have not submitted this
writing to any other publication. | have used my own words and ideas in this writing and agree that the newspaper may edit my
writing for publication, redistribution and commercial rights to my writing without royalty or other compensation.
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BUSINESS ‘s’ BILLBOARD

To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239)470-5611

SWEFL

* uBUSINESS LOOKING FOR
CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY APN SWERS?

OU’RE INVITED!

Way 2 Go

HoME WATCH SERVICES

" [ i
MLt | (239) 475-5554
3/ Sinald 7% s o
Get what you're looking for at Owaner
LIFESBASICQUESTIONS.COM L | Bonded, & Tnsared,

Join us for FREE networking! X . XA
2 Opportunities a Week! '

Form and maintain strong relationships with i
other local businesses, and get quality
referrals from one another.

-

Optional $10/month and $30/month memberships available.

BEEF O'BRADY’S
‘-:\-l,,E:oNESPIl:\;(S) 2514 Santa Barbara Blvd
+0pm-1:80pm Cape Coral, FL 33914

FRIDAYS METRO DELI & CAFE
. 0. 12951 Metro Pkwy #11
7:30am-9:30am Fort Myers, FL 33966

Arrive and depart anytime.

T Tt 0aey,  Geet a IV SCREEN MACHINE

OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

CALL US FOR YOUR STORM 1 SCREEN REPAIR SPECIAL
REPLACEMENT NEEDS Of bOWIIng at Tops are only... ‘ Sides are only...

Jim = $ 8 00 $ 6 00
(239) 940-2074 each each

239-939-0048
1901 Crystal Drive Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED!

« Entryway

» Screen Rooms

« Pool Enclosures
- Garage Screens

« Soffits

« Siding Gutters

« Storm Protection

WHENRITES L RTTOR (R TC\Y-Y T CALL FOR YOUR

e-Newspaper and get offers at /-EEE
eastleenews.com/deals. ESTIMATE

To redeem your Free Game you’ll be invited
to log in to Gator Lanes new Online Rewards
Center. One Game per Person. Conditions apply.

LIC #AWO000020

Quality Work and Affordable Prices
Serving Lebigh Acres Since 1989

>

PRESSURE ke o, o

Qualty Servios Guaranteed _} , \: ".’&?,1, "Es‘—_ 5%? iﬁ” '?{‘"f; / ’ Z.
Music & Event Hall %=~ I —
(239) 645-9834 estmares  DELIVERY P

Classy, Not Costly, T EvetyltbingWe Do.” PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT

Pedro Fuentes Se habla Espanol Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The
Seminars - Banquets

Owner Forum, Buckingham And Most Of Lehigh Bl

(239) 491-2203
11:00am-10:00pm

Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

www.Ter-Tinis.com Dioop s PNl GRS . 6
« METAL/PRIVACY 2393032624 4316 Lee Bivd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

* ORNAMENTAL .
1901 Crystal Drive, Fort Myers, FL, 33907 v FENCE_T@ACL.COM  (239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com

AIR § (il DINAMIGN s mmime o review BN oProerne

AIR CONDITIONING « HEATING « POOL HEATING YOUR WEBSITE? - UF FLURIDA

WRTER HEATER - HEATIBECOUERY WEALTH | INVESTMENTS | FREEDOM

Yes, We Clean Dryer Ventis! Luis E. : - P
S B — HOW WE CAN HELP YOU:
(239) 210'1688 - e 4 || peRsoNaLzED SERVIGE BUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENGE

Lic. # CAC1815527 SiHADIAmMOoS ESpafiol ; LONG TERM SUPPORT EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISOR TOOLS

EXPERT MARKETING SERVICES ~ ACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATA
BRING Jusl) ([ [illCe (Wagic

TO YOUR NEXT SPECIAL EVENT!

YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS.

Acquire Or Build Your Own Franchise To Gain Unlimited Earning Potential.

“We will match you with a franchise that works for you and guide
you through the steps to achieve your goals, from the
purchasing phase to marketing.”
-Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant

OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!

Full-Service Marketing 12801 COMMERCE LAKES DR

239-264-3141 S Sl e i) CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!

LA DIVCI RN RN BRI VN (OGO Myers&LehighAcres,FL | 2350 Q08 4581 (239) 470-5611 | FRANCHISEINFLORIDA.COM
PRINCESSES v SUPERHEROES v MERMAIDS & MORE! INFO@FRANCHISEOPPORTUNITIESFL.COM

PARADISECREATIVEGROUP.COM

CONCRETE: ALUMINUM: REMODELING: ROOFING:
« PATIOS « SCREEN ENCLOSURES « KITCHENS « REPAIRS & RE-ROOFS
« SPRAYCRETE « INSULATED ROOFS « BATHS « TILE - METAL - SHINGLE
« DRIVEWAYS « ACRYLIC WINDOWS « FLOORING « TROPICAL ROOFING PRODUCTS
« PAVERS « POOL ENCLOSURES « PAINTING « SILICONE ROOF COATINGS
- DECK RESURFACING - SOFFIT & FASCIA - WINDOWS
« DECK STAINS « GUTTERS - DOORS Serving SW Horida Since 1979
« PRESSURE CLEANING . STORM PANELS Turn Key
Home Services, Inc. S
CALL RON ( 239) 872-2343 =)=~ Brere COn st Ao S C0OTHTG
VA APPROVED CONTRACTOR




Charlie
Bonacolta

Broker/Salesman

‘ “U House Seld Name”
239-994-1 062

E-MAIL ADDRESS
Charlisold@gmail.com

Nick Bonacolta

Salesman
E-MAIL ADDRESS

nbonacolta@gmail.com

Ouver 36 Years
Combined Experience!
Realty Worlid
C. Bagans First

30 Colorado Road
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be
charging you transaction fees when you
purchase your home. Realty World does not
charge transaction fees. Please call Realty
World and save some money at closing.

DON’'T LIST YOUR HOME WITH JUST
ANYONE IN THIS CRAZY MARKET!

You need the RIGHT agent with the experience, knowledge of
TODAY'’S current market and the contacts and connections to get
you through to closing as smoothly as possible. You need someone
that knows how to orchestrate the frenzy of back to back showings
and multiple offers. You need someone that can help you pick the
right offer that is going to get to closing based on their experience
and market knowledge. The right agents will actually get you more
money in your pocket.

Facebook.com/
NickBonacoltaRW

(239)
887-0468

Nick
Bonacolta

Charlie
Bonacolta

1-I

www.charliesold.com Elu- '5 rh:-'

Please give CHARLIE or NICK a call today. We have the experience,
market knowledge and contacts and connections to get it done right
the first time.

239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

239-887-0468 nbonacolta@gmail.com

BUYERS BEWARE:

™ Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees
‘@™ when you purchase your home. Realty World does not g
charge transaction fees. Please call Realty World and
_ ¥ save some money at closing. :

1ealty Wh%ctematlonal N ”/ ' :. -C Ba‘gils First

igh Acres Real Estate community ;‘lnce 1979.
Se H@la Espanol-

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH + DE
BRAND NEW HOME N NV LEHIGH

Highly sought after Villa in Marble Brook, common pool, clubhouse, fitness center
and playground, gated community with sidewalks, central water and sewer, quiet
low traffic street, 2 bedroom 2 bath with French Doors to the den that can easily
be a third bedroom, great views of the lake from the screened lanai, pavers
in driveway, double garage with new garage door, breakfast bar and pantry in
kitchen, indoor laundry room, master bedroom with two walk in closets, private
bath with dual sinks and walk in shower, walk in closet in guest bedroom as well,

Brand New Home located in Northwest Lehigh, 3 bedroom 2 bath with den that
may be used as 4th bedroom, French Doors to the den for privacy, CERAMIC TILE
FLOORS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE HOME, impact resistant windows and doors,
double door front entry with covered porch lead to large great room, cathedral
ceilings, plant shelves, shaker cabinets with soft close doors and drawers, granite
tops in kitchen and baths, stainless steel appliance package, master bedroom with
tray ceiling, walk in closet, private bath with dual sinks and tiled walk in shower,

Beautifully remodeled/repainted inside and out 3 bedrooms + den 2 bath home, ready to
become yours. This home features a modern open floor plan with an absolutely beautiful
spacious kitchen, porcelain tile throughout. The kitchen features contemporary cabinets,
glass backsplash, quartz countertops, dream island with room for four stools to enjoy early
morning breakfast or anytime snacks. The island has contrasting color cabinets different
from the rest of the kitchen and a large farmhouse sink that gives it the extra flare. The
formal dining room is brightly lit, spacious, and ready for entertaining. All 3 bedrooms are
very spacious with the master featuring a large walk-in closet with built in shelves. The master

low monthly maintenance fees, excellent location just minutes to SR 82, I-75 and
Ft Myers. NO AGE RESTRICTIONS HERE.

glass tile accents in bathrooms, excellent location on a corner lot just minutes to
I-75 and Ft Myers. Pendant lights in picture about the counter in the kitchen wil
not be in the completed home- Just the recessed LED lighting.

bath features a walk-in shower and separate garden tub, perfect for those needing a relaxing
bath. The living room is extremely large but with that cozy feel. Other amazing features of this
beautiful home are the coffee bar, the den/office/ fourth bedroom. The den is very versatile
with the ability to be used in so many ways. Heading out to the yard you will notice that there
is plenty of room for a future pool, garden, playset, or anything that you desire.

Offered At .................. $410,000

Offered At .................. $289,900 Offered At .................. $360,000

® Shellie has the expertise to market your rental

property.
» A property management attorney prepared lease

Looking for a professional full
service property management
company?

that works for you.

» Licensed and insured vendors ready to do repairs at
Call us today to learn what our 40+

years of trusted property
management can do for you.

reasonable rates - No surcharges.
= A management program that provides you with
monthly statements and checks.

» End of year income statements and quarterly

inspections.

PEREAITY
7771 WORLD

™ .!'.I BROKER NETWORK
C. Bagans First

30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936
Telephone (239) 369-5892

WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS
READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!

Shellie Marchsteiner

Property Manager RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com




