
Respect. Remem-
ber the last time you 
heard a kid act re-
spectfully? It’s sad to 

say, but you were kind of shocked, 
weren’t you? Impressed, but also 
shocked. We oft en hear someone 
say these days, “You have to earn 
my respect!”. It’s said like a challenge 
and certainly not in a friendly tone. 
Who wants to bend over backward 
for that person? Who is going to 
end up friends with someone begin-
ning things that way? In my mind, 
respect should be freely given. 
Counterpoint: I’ve been told a num-
ber of times that I can be too harsh 
and unforgiving. Th at’s fi ne (and 
probably pretty accurate). Howev-
er, I truly believe it’s best to begin 
something with a positive mindset 
and the best of intentions. If things 
don’t go that way, fi ne, I can adapt 
(enter the harshness part). But I do 
sincerely try to be kind, fair, and 
open at the beginning – it simply 
makes no sense to me not to begin 
that way. 

About fi ve years ago, I hired a new 
employee. She was fairly young but 
very bright, professional, with ex-
cellent credentials, and carried her-
self exceptionally well. She was a fast 
learner and was doing beautifully 

in no time. None of those are what 
made her stand out to me, howev-
er. I say with great pride that every-
one I work with has those qualities 
(though some of us aren’t exactly 
“fairly young”). At the time of her 
hiring, our offi  ce was small, so it 
was sometimes hard not to over-
hear other conversations. I oft en 
heard her saying “Yes, sir” and “No, 
ma’am” and that stood out to me, 
and I started paying more attention. 
People in person and on the phone 
gravitated toward her because she 
off ered respect freely. I noticed that 
her doing this made two things 
happen: people that were unfriend-
ly became much more friendly, and 
people who were already friendly 
just adored her. It’s like she had a 
superpower. It dawned on me that 
her superpower of being polite and 
respectful is simply because those 
two qualities are so rare these days. 
Our insurance agency continues to 
grow, and I’ve made it a point to 
make those qualities a requirement 
for each new hire. Solid proof of the 
benefi t of this principle is how well 
we all get along here in the offi  ce – 
another rarity in today’s work envi-
ronment. I argue that being respect-
ful to your work colleagues, family, 
and friends cannot but have a pos-
itive impact on your life. Having a 
culture that off ers respect, in turn, 
gets respect. It’s not always easy, 
but there are very few things in life 

worth having that are. 

I say all of this because I suspect 
social media, specifi cally, and our 
culture in general, has damn near 
killed respect. Have you ever heard 
of the bucket of crabs story? In 
short, there is a bucket full of crabs. 
When one near the top has almost 
escaped, one of the other crabs pulls 
him back in. It’s a story highlight-
ing the mentality of “If I can’t have 
it, neither can you!”. How does that 
relate to social media? It is largely 
applauded if someone posts some 
positive accomplishment in a small 
circle of family and friends. How-
ever, there is a weird phenomenon 
if you get a big enough audience, 
people will start attacking you for 
posting something positive. On the 
other hand, if you post how you’re 
a victim, everyone competes to ap-
plaud you. If you post something 
about overcoming being a victim, 
then again, a large enough audience 
will attack you. It’s like social media 
has reversed what made America, 
America. For 245 years, we’d watch 
someone succeed, and instead of 
feeling envy, we would think, “Th at 
will be me one day!” Success stories 
powered us and made us want to do 
better. Nowadays, we’re celebrating 
victimhood and racing to the bot-
tom. What happened? I argue that 
we’ve largely lost our self-respect 
and our respect for one another.

Respect. If you have kids or 
grandkids these days, I cannot stress 
enough the importance of having 
them show respect. Our current 
culture wants them not to. Our cur-
rent culture, it seems, does not want 
them to have the tools to succeed. 
Our current culture thinks it’s okay 
for kids to be rude to their teachers 
and their elders. Th is is setting them 
up to fail right out of the gate. Th ink 
about it, my one employee contin-
uously surprised people by show-
ing them respect. If that was such a 
common practice, why would they 
be surprised? Are you seeing my 
point? We’re being told one thing, 
yet what our eyes(and ears) experi-
ence in real life doesn’t refl ect what 
we’re told. So, I say take command 
of the things that you can control. 
Being more respectful to one an-
other is an easy place to start. Being 
a good example in your workplace 
is another. Teaching kids to be re-
spectful is a bigger challenge, but I 
say it is 100% worth the eff ort. For 
the fi rst time in a long time, Amer-
ica seems to be going backward. It 
is up to us, individually, to do our 
part to reverse that trend. Showing 
and giving respect is a very simple 
and eff ective way to do that. As the 
saying goes, the simplest solution is 
oft en the best solution. So, let’s get 
out there and start respecting the 
hell out of each other! 

 Th e Continental Women’s Club 
will hold its monthly luncheon 
meeting on Th ursday, June 1st at 
11:30 a.m. at Th e Hideaway Coun-
try Club. 

Carmen Crussard, Th eatre Direc-
tor for Cypress Lake High School 
Center for the Arts will be our June 
guest speaker.   She will tell us about 
the wonderful performances that are 
open to the community throughout 
the year.   Students from the Cen-
ter will treat us to a few musical ex-
cerpts from their recent plays. 

Continental Women’s Club is a 
social, cultural, and philanthropic 
organization established in 1975, 
and membership is open to women 
living in Lee County. Meetings are 
held on the fi rst Th ursday of each 
month at 11:30 am at Th e Hideaway 
Country Club, 5670 Trailwinds 

Drive, Fort Myers 33907.   Th e cost 
to attend the luncheon is $25.  Res-
ervation deadline for June is Tues-
day, May 23rd.    Please call Liz Paul 
at 239-691-7561 for additional infor-
mation or to make a reservation. 

Photo: Butch Swank, 
President of Southwest 
Florida Business Alliance, 
goodladandswank.com

“Yes, Sir.” “No, Ma’am.”

Continental Women’s Club 

By Butch Swank

By Liz Paul
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Why Not Insure It All
Under One Roof?

Capability. Commitment. Community. - Call for a Free Quote

EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS | DANIELS CORRIDOR

Photo: Carmen Crussard, Theatre Director for 
Cypress Lake High School Center for the Arts

HIGHTOWER INDUSTRIES LLC
ROOFING

Insurance Claims - Re-Roofs - Roof Repair - New Roofs

Roof Coatings - Tarping - Commercial Roofing

Service - Inspection - Installation

Hightower Industries is here for all of your 
Residential and Commercial roofing needs. 
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941.267.0278 • www.hightowerindustriesllc.com

Licensed And Insured Specializing In Insurance Claims, Re-Roofs,
Repairs, New Roofs, Tarping, Roof Coating and Solar Energy Solutions.

CGC1526308 • CCC1333330

Insurance Claims • Re-Roofs • Roof Repair • New Roofs
Roof Coatings • Tarping • Commercial Roofing

Solar Energy Solutions
Helping homeowners and businesses create

their own renewable energy

R E S I D E N T I A L and  C O M M E R C I A L

HIGHTOWER ENERGY SOLUTIONS

Helping homeowners and businesses 
create their own renewable energy

Providing Florida with a solution
to the rising cost of energy.

Reduce Carbon Footprint
Save Money Today

Prepare for Tomorrow

EC13005046 
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INVITES YOU
TO JOIN US

NETWORKING AT ITS FINEST
The SWFL Business Network invites you to two of our 
Networking meals. Breakfast or Lunch, your choice!

Weekly Wednesday Lunch 
Connection Meeting

Every Wednesday 
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
(Meeting starts at noon)

BEEF O’BRADY’S
2514 Santa Barbara Blvd

Cape Coral, FL 33914 

Weekly Friday Breakfast 
Connection Meeting

Every Friday 
7:30 AM to 9:30 AM

(Come and go as you please)

European-American Bakery
12450 Metro Pkwy

Fort Myers, FL 33966

FIRST FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
12:00PM TO 1:30PM

BEEF O’BRADY’S CAPE CORAL
2514 SANTA BARBARA BLVD

CAPE CORAL, FL 33914 

NETWORK, SOCIALIZE, AND
CONNECT WITH THE PROFESSIONAL 

WOMEN OF THE COMMUNITY. 

THE FIRST MEETING IS FREE
$5 PLUS THE COST OF FOOD FOR MEETINGS TO FOLLOW 

WWW.SWFLBUSINESSNETWORK.COM   239-470-5611

HIGH LEVEL TRAINING CAMP 

SIGN UP TODAY!

JUNE 13, 2023 - JULY 27, 2023
TUESDAY – THURSDAY  •  9AM – 12PM

North Collier Regional Park
Available For Ages 6-9, 10-13 & 14-18 • Boys & Girls

Register at StoviStars.com
For Questions, Please Call 239-770-0699

Are your closets overcrowded? Is 
your home fi lled to the brim with toys 
and baby gear? Do you have enough 
sports equipment in your garage to 
start your own league?  What if we 
told you there is a place that will take 
your gently used “kid stuff ” and pay 
you to recycle it? What if we also told 
you that when you sell to this place, 
you can turn around and buy clean, 
safe, like-new items for up to 70% 
off  retail prices, while giving back 
to communities in need and helping 
the environment? Sounds too good 
to be true? It isn’t!

Kid to Kid in the Forum Shops was 
opened in 2019 by Jay Carney and 
his wife Jessica, a local schoolteach-
er. Both saw a need to help families 
save money and possibly even make 
some as well.  When they read about 
the principles of the Kid to Kid fran-
chise, they decided it was a “win-
win” for all.

MAKING AND SAVING 
MONEY!

Kid to Kid was founded on the 
principle that “kids grow faster 
than paychecks.” Th e fi rst store was 
opened in Utah in 1992, by a moth-
er of 6 who wanted to give families 
the option to recycle their children’s 
gently used items, make money, and 
have the option to buy more gently 
used things at a fraction of the cost 
of retail. What makes Kid to Kid 
unique is that there are over 50 dif-
ferent brands and several hundred 

items in each size. It’s like a treasure 
hunt and it’s aff ordable, which makes 
shopping fun!

GIVING BACK!

When you bring us your items to 
sell, we will buy what we can, and af-
terward, our sellers have the option 
to pick up the rest or donate it to one 
of our local donation partners. We 
are proud to partner with Th e Unit-
ed Way East House, Eva’s Closet, and 
Healthy Start.  Kid to Kid also has a 
franchise partnership with BuildOn, 
which has helped build 15 schools in 
diff erent nations across the globe.

HELPING OUR EARTH!

With pollution at an all-time high, 
shopping resale is the responsible 
thing to do. It keeps all these items in 
circulation. Shopping second-hand 
used to be considered “second rate”, 
but is now considered smart, envi-
ronmentally friendly, and even chic. 
When customers shop for resale, not 
only are they able to help themselves 
and others, but they are also contrib-
uting to the eff orts that will ensure 
a cleaner planet for generations to 
come.

Come check us out for yourself at 
3242 Forum Blvd #407, next to Sta-
ples. We are open Monday-Saturday, 
from 9 am – 8 pm, and Sunday from 
11 am – 6 pm. You can also learn 
more by following us on Facebook, 
Instagram, and TikTok.

It’s been almost 50 years since the 
end of the Vietnam War, but the sac-
rifi ces made by the men and wom-
en who served in that confl ict will 
never be forgotten. Among those 
brave soldiers was Richard Erschik, 
a Chicago native who was draft ed 
into the Army in 1965 as part of 
President Johnson’s 230,000 man 
call to support the U.S. war eff orts 
in Vietnam.

On May 20, 2023, with his son 
Tim as his Guardian, Richard will be 
joining the Lee and Collier County 
Honor Flight to Washington, DC, 
to tour the monuments dedicated to 
his service and the service and sacri-
fi ces of his brothers and sisters. For 
Richard, this will be an emotional 
journey, and his chance to pay trib-
ute to the many brave soldiers who 
served alongside him.

Richard’s military journey be-
gan on October 25, 1965, when he 
found himself scared and alone, 
joining others who were being 
draft ed into the Army. Th ey made 
the bus pilgrimage together from 
Chicago to Ft. Knox, KY, and then 
on to Ft. Hood, TX, where they un-
derwent Basic and Advanced Indi-
vidual Training.

Th e rest, as they say, is history, 
chronicled in the book Richard 
wrote titled, “My Time Served In 
Th e United States Army,” which 
is available on Amazon.com and 
Apple Books. In his book, Richard 
shares his experiences as a soldier, 
the struggles he faced, and the last-
ing impact the war had on his life.

Richard’s participation in the 
Honor Flight is a reminder that we 
should never forget the sacrifi ces 

made by those who served in Viet-
nam and other Wars. Th e trip to 
Washington, DC, will provide an 
opportunity for Richard and his fel-
low veterans to refl ect on their ser-
vice and to pay tribute to those who 
didn’t make it home.

As we approach the 50th anni-
versary of the end of the Vietnam 
War, it is essential that we continue 
to honor those who served in that 
confl ict. Richard Erschik’s partici-
pation in the Honor Flight is a re-
minder that the sacrifi ces made by 
our soldiers will never be forgotten, 
and their service to our country will 
always be appreciated.

Th e Honor Flight returns to Ft. 
Myers RSW airport at 8:30pm on 
May 20, 2023. Visitors are invited to 
welcome them home.

Collier-Lee County Honor Flight 
https://www.collierhonorfl ight.org/ 

Richard Erschik rerschik@rich-
arderschik.com Phone/Text 630-
642-6500

Kid To Kid

Honoring Vietnam War Veterans: Alva Resident Richard 
Erschik Invited On The Collier-Lee County Honor Flight

By Jay Carney

Submitted By Richard Erschik

Photo: Kid to Kid Store Front. Located at 3242 Forum Blvd #407, next to Staples

Photo: Sergeant Richard Erschik (E-5), US 
Army, 1967
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CANERIMPACTWINDOWS.COM

239.722.4601
Call Us Today for Your 
FREE CONSULTATION

LICENSE #CGC1530091

Hurricane Protection • Energy Efficiency • Sound Proofing
Update, Modernize & Beautify Your Home • Burglar Safe 

NO PAYMENTS For Up to 18 Months, Paid For With Your Property Taxes
Conventional, SUPER SIMPLE & SECURE, Same as Cash, Second Mortgages, FHA Title 1 Loans

Select Your Own Payment Program
with a Lender with Qualified Credit

MONTHLY PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $150 PER MONTH

Proud Distributor of

POST-HURRICANE SEASON SPECIALS

$100 
Off Windows

$200
Off Doors

Th e Florida Governmental Utility 
Authority (FGUA), Lehigh Commu-
nity Services, and Lehigh Acres Se-
nior Center are excited to announce 
the return of the “Our Community, 
Our Seniors, Our Water” Rain Bar-
rel Painting Contest! Th e purpose of 
the program is to promote water con-
servation while simultaneously pro-
viding art therapy to senior citizens 
within the community. Th e theme of 
this year’s contest will be, “Water…
Make Every Drop Count!”

Th e program will run during the 
month of May, with painting taking 
place on the 16 th and 17 th at the Le-
high Acres Senior Center. Th e contest 
will conclude June 5th, “World En-
vironment Day”, with a fi nal judging 
and awards luncheon to be held at 
Th e Majestic Golf Club, Lehigh Acres. 
Prizes will be awarded to the Top 3 
winners!

Th ere are 20 barrels available for 
this year’s contest. Before the painting 

can commence, each barrel will need 
to be cleaned, sanded, and primed, 
which can be a diffi  cult and time-con-
suming process. “We are thrilled to 
have William Roseberry, SFC, US 
Army (Ret.) with the East Lee Lead-
ership Academy, Jr. ROTC cadets do-
nate their time to the program as they 
will be helping to prep the rain barrels 
ahead of the contest. Rain barrel prep 
will take place on Saturday, April 29 th 
at FGUA’s Booster Station, located at 
925 Bolivia Drive in Lehigh,” Donna 
Lizotte, Community Service Repre-
sentative on behalf of the FGUA.

Once the artists have completed 
painting their barrels, they will be 
on display at the Majestic Golf Club. 
Th e painted rain barrels will be auc-
tioned off  with all proceeds raised go-
ing towards assisting seniors who are 
struggling with their water utility bills 
through a program administered by 
Lehigh Community Services.

Local seniors wishing to participate 
in the program or businesses who 

would like to be a sponsor can con-
tact:

Donna Lizotte, Community Ser-
vice Representative on behalf of the 
FGUA

OFFICE: (239) 368-1615, Ext. 1211 
or EMAIL to: donna.lizotte@fgua.
com.

Signup sheets are available at the 
Lehigh Acres Senior Center. Registra-
tion for the event must be completed 

by May 12 th .

Th e number of barrels is limited 
to 20 this year, and artists may work 
alone or in teams (limited to 3 mem-
bers per team), rain barrels and art 
supplies will be provided. We also 
have sponsorship opportunities avail-
able and are accepting donations from 
businesses interested in participating 
in this amazing event.

National Safe Boating Week is an 
important annual campaign that aims 
to raise awareness about safe boat-
ing practices and the importance of 
wearing life jackets while boating. By 
participating in this campaign, you 
can help spread awareness about the 
dangers of boating and promote safe 
boating practices in your community.

Boating accidents can be very dan-
gerous and even fatal, and many of 
these accidents can be prevented by 
following proper safety protocols. By 
wearing a life jacket and practicing 
safe boating habits, you can help pre-
vent accidents and ensure that every-

one on board stays safe.

Furthermore, participating in Na-
tional Safe Boating Week can help you 
become a better, more responsible 
boater. You can learn about new safety 
techniques, refresh your knowledge of 
boating regulations, and connect with 
other boaters who share your com-
mitment to safe boating.

So, whether you are an experienced 
boater or just starting out, participat-
ing in National Safe Boating Week is 
an excellent way to help promote safe 
boating practices and ensure that ev-
eryone on the water stays safe.

National Safe Boating Week activ-
ities by Coast Guard Auxiliary Flo-
tilla 91 Fort Myers Beach include 
attending Military Appreciation Day 
at Hammond Stadium, off ering Free 
Vessel Safety Checks, promoting wear 
your life jacket to work day, meet the 
Coast Guard Breakfast and the Boat 
America class on responsible boat-
ing.  Watch the units Facebook page 
at  https://www.facebook.com/AUX-
91FMB for NSBW event updates.

Th e US Coast Guard Auxiliary is 
the lead agency in recreational boat-
ing safety, protecting America’s sea-

ward frontier. Created by Congress 
in 1939, the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
is the uniformed civilian component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard, supporting 
the Coast Guard in nearly all mission 
areas. Every day, vessels and aircraft  
deploy across the U.S. to aid or save 
countless boaters and dollars in prop-
erty damage.

For additional information about 
boating safely or to register for a class, 
contact Kevin McTaggart, Public 
Education Offi  cer,  at 239-690-6780 
option 1, cgaux91education@gmail.
com, or www.Aux91FMB.org/Safe-
boating.

Photo: Painted Rain Barrels Entered In The Contest from previous year

Seniors In Lehigh Acres Will Be Painting Rainbarrels And 
Auctioning Them Off  To Help Other Seniors Struggling To 
Pay Their Water Bills

Local Boaters Recognize the Importance of National Safe 
Boating Week. NSBW May 20th – 26, 2023

Submitted By Donna Lizotte

Submitted By Daniel Eaton



Th e School District of Lee Coun-
ty is proud and excited to announce 
that James Busscher, Building Super-
visor at Franklin Park Elementary 
School, is the Florida School Relat-
ed Employee of the Year.  Busscher 
was chosen as a fi nalist less than two 
weeks ago and introduced as the 
winner at today’s awards ceremony 
in the State Capitol.

“I am very thrilled and humbled 
to be named the Florida School Re-
lated Employee of the Year,” James 
Busscher said. “Th is award is for my 
students and our Franklin Park fam-
ily.” 

Th is state program recognizes out-
standing education support person-
nel for the signifi cant contributions 
they make to their schools and dis-
trict school systems. Busscher was 

nominated for his hard work and 
dedication to the school, students 
and staff  at Franklin Park. Known 
as “Mr. James” on campus, he main-
tains a safe and clean school while 
also creating a welcoming envi-
ronment. In addition to serving as 
Building Supervisor, Busscher is the 
co-sponsor of the school’s Young 
Gentlemen’s Club where he teaches 
4th and 5th graders the importance 
of a strong work ethic and engages 
them in community service projects.

“Our Franklin Park school family 
has always known how special Mr. 
Busscher is,” said Principal Michelle 
Freeman.  “Now the State of Florida 
has confi rmed it. Mr. Busscher is the 
epitome of the person that goes over 
and beyond to help others.”

Busscher began his career with the 

School District as a Head Custodian 
in 2014.  Due to his work with stu-
dents through the Young Gentle-
men’s Club and some small group 
instruction he is considering becom-
ing a teacher.

Th e District has had one other 
winner of Florida School Relat-
ed Employee of the Year. In 2014, 
James Lefk o was honored for his 
work as the Food Service Manager at 
Bayshore Elementary School.
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I n t e r i o r  a n d  E x t e r i o r  P a i n t i n g

2 Nice Guys, Inc.

Beautifying Southwest Florida Since 2003.

 Painting with Unparalleled Quality,
Value and Customer Service

2niceguys.net  |  (239) 690-1479
Licensed & Insured #CGC1526754

Give your home a finished look. 
A little paint equals big impact!

Call Today For A Free Consultation
For Your Home Or Business.

Ask About Our Trim Division!  

A Family Owned And Operated Business
Committed To Excellence In Craftsmanship
Mention Seeing Our Ad In The East Lee County News!

A DIVISION OF

www.mypetsvet.net

61 Bell Blvd N, Unit 2
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936
In the Winn Dixie Plaza at the 

corner of Joel & Bell Blvd.

Se Haba Español

239.368.8387

Monday - Friday            8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday                       8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sunday                                               Closed

Dr. Rafael Cartelli

Find us on

Bell Blvd N

Alexander Graham
 Bell Blvd

Joel Blvd

Baldwin Pl

Leeland Heights Blvd E

N
orth Ave

N
orth Ave

N
orth Ave

Joel Blvd

Joel Blvd

Full Service Animal Hospital
• Examinations
• Vaccinations
• Surgery
• Comprehensive Dental 
   Care
• Health Certificates

• In-House Laboratory
• Annual Wellness 
   Packages
• Pharmacy
• Heartworm and Flea 
   Prevention Products

Call us to schedule an appointment today!
(239) 368-8387

Keep Your Pets Protected
We carry affordable options for 

HEARTWORM, FLEA AND TICK 
prevention to keep your pets protected!

MY PET’S VET
of Lehigh Acres

Rabies/Lee County Licenses
NOW AVAILABLE

Boating enthusiasts seeking to ob-
tain the state boating safety certif-
icate are encouraged to enroll in a 
one-day responsible boating class on 
Saturday, May 20, from 9:00 AM to 
4:00 PM. Th e course will be held at 
the Pine Ridge Community Center, 
located at 15699 Pine Ridge Rd. in 
Fort Myers, next to the fi re station 
and across from the tax collector’s 
offi  ce. Completion of the course will 
make participants eligible for the 
state boating certifi cate.

Th e United States Coast Guard 
Auxiliary off ers the one-day pro-
gram every third Saturday of the 
month. Greg Masonic, the Flotilla 
Commander of Fort Myers Beach 
Flotilla 91, stresses the importance 

of education and awareness of boat-
ing hazards. Masonick says, “Attend-
ing an in-person class is an excellent 
opportunity for students to interact, 
share perspectives, and gain local 
knowledge. Participants learn about 
the importance of life jackets, risk 
reduction, preparedness, and exer-
cising sound judgment.”

According to Florida law, anyone 
born on or aft er January 1, 1988, 
who plans to operate a boat in Flor-
ida waters with an engine of 10 
horsepower or more must complete 
an approved boating safety course 
and obtain a Florida boating safety 
ID card. Th is card certifi es that the 
person has completed the required 
boating safety course, but it is not a 

boating license.

Th e one-day class costs $45 per 
person and includes study materials. 
Mandatory registration is required 
and may be completed at www.Aux-
91FMB.org or by calling 239-690-
6780 option 1.

Boating is a popular recreational 
activity in Southwest Florida, but it 
can also be dangerous for the unpre-
pared or uninformed. Human error 
and poor decision-making can in-
crease the risk of accidents. Accord-
ing to the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, in 2021, 
there were 51 reportable boating ac-
cidents resulting in seven fatalities 
and 28 injuries.

Th e US Coast Guard Auxiliary is 
the lead agency in recreational boat-
ing safety, protecting America’s sea-
ward frontier. Created by Congress 
in 1939, the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
is the uniformed civilian component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard, supporting 
the Coast Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. Every day, vessels and air-
craft  deploy across the U.S. to aid or 
save countless boaters and dollars in 
property damage.

For additional information about 
boating safety classes or regis-
tration for a class, contact Kevin 
McTaggart, Public Education Offi  -
cer, cgaux91education@gmail.com, 
at 239-690-6780 option 1, or www.
Aux91FMB.org/Safeboating.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Off ers One Day Boating Safety 
Class: The One-Day Class Is Provided By Coast Guard 
Auxiliary On Saturday, May 20

Franklin Park Elementary School Building Supervisor Is 
Florida School Related Employee Of The Year

Submitted By Daniel Eaton

Submitted By Rob Spicker

Photo: James Busscher, Building Supervisor at Franklin Park Elementary School, named 
Florida School Related Employee of the Year



AVAILABLE LOTS FOR SALE!
1/4 Acre Lots
from $9,500

1/2 Acre Lots
from $11,000

WE NEED
RENTALS!

SELF STORAGE
UNITS AVAILABLE

STARTING AT

THINKING OF SELLING?
WHAT IS YOUR HOUSE WORTH?

MONTH
239-491-3300

$99
WE OFFER FULL SERVICE

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT Contact us today for a FREE market analysis
of your property. NO OBLIGATION.

CALL TODAY
239-369-6161CALL TODAY

239-491-3300

• TENANT PLACEMENT
• ATTORNEY APPROVED LEASE
•VENDOR MANAGEMENT

PREFERRED PROPERTIES

CBPPI.com • 239-369-6161 • 800-320-8144

THE WHOLE PACKAGE
Pinewood is a 55+ older community. This 2 
bedroom 2 bath condo has newer carpet-
ing and upgreaded electric. Roof was new 
in 2017, air conditioner in 2016.  It has a 
screened room and carport.

PAM DICKINSON
pamsellsit@gmail.com

239-887-0837

PINEWOOD CONDO
Two bedroom/2 bath home located in a cul 
de sac in the Pinewood Condo Community.  
Great location.

ROBYN EAST
robyneastrealtor@gmail.com

315-952-9014

RIPE FOR THE REDO
Centrally located two bedroom home.  City 
water and sewer. Concrete block construction.  
Needs updated and cosmetic enhancements.  
Value priced at $199,900.

ESPY CADET
espycadet@gmail.com                            

239-478-5492

GREAT OPPORTUNITY!
Wonderful 3 bedroom 2 bath home on a quiet 
street. Fenced backyard. Priced for a quick 
sale.

ADELIA PIMENTEL
adeliaswfl@gmail.com

239-462-4053

ADD TLC & GO
If you can paint, it will be perfect! Four bed-
room, 2 baths & 3 car garage on 1/2 acre. 
Lease it or live in it.

KAREN MAKOWSKI
karenrealtor33905@gmail.com 

607-259-9289 

UNIQUE HOME
4 Bedrooms 2 baths. The garage was convert-
ed to living area. Home has a metal roof.

LAUREL LEVI-DOYLE
llevisdoyle@gmail.com   

315-719-2520

PERFECT STARTER HOME
3 Bedrooms 2 baths on 1/2 acre. New roof 
2018, solar, impact windows, 2 tier A/C unit, 
Nest System, laminate � oors, screened lanai, 
new breaker box with surge protector. Sched-
ule your showing today!

LAUREL WARD
laurel.salesassociate@gmail.com

863-234-3534

MAJESTIC GOLF COURSE
Beautiful 2 bedroom plus den, 2 bath home. 
Low HOA, New roof, A/C in 2020.

MARY BRUZIK
marybsellshouses@gmail.com

704-780-9528 

IMMACULATE 3/2
It is freshly painted inside and out, has tile 
� ooring,   upgraded beautiful bathrooms, new 
refrigerator, split open � oor plan, sprinkler 
system, and a screened lanai.

SANDRA ROMAN
sandrarealsales@cs.com     

239-850-2018

CHARMING POOL HOME
Three bedroom 2 bath pool home on 1/2 
acre. Features 2 car garage, impact windows 
throughout the home, vaulted ceilings and 
much more.

ROXANN VEKICH
theveks2000@aol.com   

239-823-1402

3/3 + DEN CHARMER
Beautifully built with you in mind. New con-
struction with all the upgrades. High vaulted 
ceilings, 8ft doors stainless steel appliances, 
etc. Close to schools and shopping.

ROUDY THEARD
roard75@yahoo.com  

MIRROR LAKES 3/2
POOL HOME
No HOA, 13 miles from RSW Internatioal Air-
port. Split bedroom � oor plan with separate 
dining area and breakfast bar. Pool is solar 
heated. A/C replaced in 2016.

LUIS GONZALEZ
luisfgonzalez@yahoo.com 

239-269-9931239-209-0841

$132,500

$235,000

$319,900

$379,000

$139,900

$279,900

$319,900

$390,000

$199,900

$289,000

$324,500

$439,900



Registration is open for both em-
ployers and job seekers for a com-
munity job fair on Th ursday, June 1, 
2023, 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Th e job 
fair will take place at the Southwest 
Florida Event Center, 11515 Boni-
ta Beach Rd. SE in Bonita Springs. 
Th e Grow Business Network, in 
partnership with HR by Karen and 
Secure Staffi  ng are producing the 
community job fair. Anyone inter-
ested in exploring a career change 
and employers wanting to purchase 
space at the event can register online 
at hrbykaren.com. A portion of the 
proceeds from the job fair will be 
donated to local charities Dress for 
Success and Teen Challenge.

 Th e job fair will provide new 
and seasoned job seekers with the 
chance to learn about  job opportu-
nities in a wide variety of fi elds. In 

addition, job seekers will have the 
opportunity to sign up for compli-
mentary resume review and inter-
view practice during the job fair. 
Employers who purchase a table will 
have their lunch provided by Jason’s 
Deli for up to two people. Members 
of the Grow Business Network are 
eligible to purchase their tables at a 
discounted rate.

ABOUT HR BY KAREN 

HR by Karen is a human resources 
consulting company based in Na-
ples, Fla., owned and operated by 
Karen Shepherd, MSHR, SHRM-CP. 
Th e fi rm’s mission is to off er a unique 
quality experience by providing ex-
pert human resource services with 
compassion, empathy, and heart; 
thereby, reducing administrative 
time for businesses and allowing 

them to focus on their growth, and 
improving employee relations. HR 
by Karen provides onsite, remote, 
and interim human resources solu-
tions including recruitment, hiring, 
onboarding, compliance and audits, 
employee relations and termination, 
confl ict resolution and workplace 
investigation, payroll, employment 
handbooks, policies and procedures 
and  training and development. 
Learn more at hrbykaren.com.

ABOUT SECURE
STAFFING

Secure Staffi  ng provides employ-
ers with the best qualifi ed employees 
that are trained in the fi elds that mat-
ter most to businesses. Our broad 
network of candidates and connec-
tions reach further into the com-
munity of passive candidates. Our 

staffi  ng experts are leading the staff -
ing industry in attracting, sourcing 
and retaining the most experienced, 
highly skilled talent for your compa-
ny. Learn more about how we secure 
opportunities for our clients and our 
candidates at securestaffi  ng.net.

ABOUT GROW
BUSINESS NETWORK

Th e Grow Business Network ex-
ists to bring substantial value to 
one another’s lives and businesses 
through measurable acts of service, 
encouragement, friendship, refer-
rals & education. Th e network con-
sists of fi ve teams in Naples, Bonita 
Springs-Estero and Fort Myers  who 
meet weekly. Guests always wel-
come. Learn more at growbusiness-
network.com.

Th e Lehigh Acres Rotary is bring-
ing the Josh the Otter Water Safety 
and Literacy Project to the Lehigh 
Acres Fire Control and Rescue Dis-
trict’s Station 102 for an educational 
morning on water and fi re safety. 
Children will read and receive a Josh 
the Otter book about water safety 
and also learn about fi re safety with 
a presentation from the fi refi ghters. 

Parents can expect the event to last 
approximately 1 hour and need to 
plan to stay on-site with their chil-
dren. Th e target audience for this 
presentation is children under the 
age of 9. Please only reserve a ticket 
for your child, parents do not need a 
ticket (this helps us track how many 
books we need for the event).

Th e US Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla 94 will also be joining us 
to provide information on boating 
safety and give children the oppor-
tunity to try on life jackets so they 
understand their importance.

Please reserve a free ticket for 
your child (accompanying adults do 
not need a ticket). If we fi ll up this 

class we will add additional dates.

Th is event is scheduled for Satur-
day, May 6, 2023 at Station 102 (44 
Homestead Rd S) at 10:00am.

LINK TO RESERVE TICKETS:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/59

   1380664487
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Why pay Dealership prices when you can get the 
same Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

31 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.   //   ALL REPAIRS! MINOR TO MAJOR.    //   SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS.   //   LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED!

Front or Rear Brake Job
CARS

$235.00
TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs

$275.00

Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.
Disc brakes only. Rotors Included.
Offer expires 5/31/23

MV93177

Owner Michael StanekOwner Michael StanekOwner Michael StanekOwner Michael StanekOwner Michael Staneksame Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

$275
Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.

Owner Michael StanekOwner Michael Stanek

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a fi lter

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a fi lter

* Oil disposal additional cost

* Oil disposal additional cost

Synthetic Blend Oil Change

Full Synthetic Oil Change

$4099

$7099 239-851-5352

OPEN
Monday through Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

410 Leonard Blvd N. Unit 4
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 

hair | nails | waxing | packages | gift certificates
Amy | Debbie | Brandy | Brittany | Kelly

11300 Lindbergh Blvd, #108 (Next to Norman Love)

www.trendsetters� .com 239.768.6861

In the heart of the exciting Times Square entertainment district, just 
steps from the Gulf of Mexico, fishing pier, shopping and dining. 

WHERE LAZY DAYS
Turn Into Epic Nights!

1051 Fifth Avenue | Fort Myers Beach, Florida

LighthouseIslandResort.com | 239-463-9392  |  800-778-7748

IS IT TIME TO REVIEW
YOUR WEBSITE?

OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!

PARADISECREATIVEGROUP.COM

12801 COMMERCE LAKES DR
SUITE#26
FORT MYERS, FL 33913  

Full-Service Marketing 
and Advertising on Sanibel, 
Ft. Myers Beach in Fort 
Myers & Lehigh Acres, FL 239.908.4581

Registration Opens for Community Job Fair

Lehigh Acres Fire Control And Rescue District Hosts Water 
And Fire Safety Class For Children

Submitted By Randy Mitchelson

Submitted By Katie Heck



WHAT IS AN ALLERGY?

An allergy occurs when the im-
mune system overreacts and pro-
duces antibodies to substances that 
it would normally tolerate. This ex-
cessive response is considered and 
allergic or hypersensitive reaction. 
Allergies can develop to any sub-
stance that a pet is exposed to. Food, 
fleas, seasonal environmental aller-
gens (grasses or pollens) or indoor 
allergens (dust mites and molds).

WHAT ARE THE
SYMPTOMS?

The immune system’s job is to 
keep you healthy by fighting harm-
ful pathogens. It does this by at-
tacking anything it thinks could put 
your body in danger. Depending 
on the allergy, this response may 
involve inflammation, or a host of 
other symptoms.

The most common symptom as-
sociated with allergies is localized 
(in one area) or generalized (all over 
the body) itching of the skin and 
ears. In some pets, licking or chew-
ing the feet, limbs or belly may lead 
to skin infections or recurrent ear 
infections. In some cases, the symp-

toms involve the respiratory sys-
tem, with coughing, sneezing, and/
or wheezing. Sometimes, there may 
be runny discharge from the eyes or 
nose. In the case of food allergies, 
the digestive system may be affect-
ed, resulting in vomiting, diarrhea, 
or chronic anal gland issues.

HOW COMMON ARE
ALLERGIES?

Allergies are very common 
and often occur after the age of 6 
months. They are more common-
ly seen around the age of 1-2 years 
old. This is because it takes time 
for the body to become sensitized 
to the substance the pet is allergic 
to. Common pet allergies include 
contact allergies, food allergies, 
environmental allergies (or a more 
severe form termed Atopic Derma-
titis) and flea allergies.

DIAGNOSING ALLERGIES

Diagnosing allergies can some-
times be difficult. Especially since 
the signs of allergies can be confused 
with other disorders, or they can oc-
cur simultaneously. Be prepared for 
your pet to receive a full diagnostic 
evaluation to rule out other causes 

of itching and skin problems. Your 
veterinarian will also discuss allergy 
testing either by a blood test or skin 
test. In some instances, biopsies of 
the skin may be required.

TREATMENT OF
ALLERGIES

Because there is no one size fits 
all treatment for allergies, there are 
many allergy treatments available 
for pets. Allergy treatment and con-
trol may take several months of trial 
and error to find a protocol that best 
controls your pets’ signs effectively

Common Treatments ForAller-
gies Include:
• Anti-itch therapy: Use of daily 

oral or injectable medications 
that block itching and inflam-
mation.

• Medicated shampoos which 
help keep the skin barrier 
healthy and prevent secondary 
infections

• Antihistamines aid in reducing 
sneezing and watery eyes.

• Special Diets which help pets 
avoid food allergens and help 
strengthen the skins barrier.

• Hyposensitization: Allergy 
shots which contain very small 

doses of allergens, given daily 
to desensitize the immune sys-
tem.

• Antibiotics and Topical ear 
medications: Sometimes used 
to treat secondary infections to 
help control allergy symptoms.

There is no cure for allergies. The 
goal of allergy treatment is to con-
trol the clinical signs and keep your 
pet happy and healthy. It is import-
ant to maintain contact with your 
veterinarian to adjust treatments for 
your pet based on their response.

If you suspect that your pet may 
have allergies, make an appoint-
ment to have them evaluated by 
your veterinarian today.

ABOUT DR. VEJA
TILLMAN, DVM

Dr. Tillman is a 2002 graduate of 
Tuskegee University School of Vet-
erinary Medicine. Her veterinary 
practice and work experience fo-
cuses on patients at emergency and 
critical care centers in Southwest 
Florida. She is the owner of Just 4 
Pets Wellness Center and can be 
reached at 239-270-5721.

EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS | May 2023 The Roar | Page 7

        Call It In     Order OnlineOR

239.313.5155 • FINEFOLKPIZZA.COM
11300 LINDBERGH BLVD, SUITE 114 • FORT MYERS

COMING TO A PHONE NEAR YOU!

WE’RE EXCITED TO INTRODUCE OUR FINE FOLK FAMILY
TO OUR NEWEST WAY OF KEEPING IN TOUCH…

WE’LL BE SHARING SPECIAL DEALS, NEWS, AND
OFFERS, DIRECTLY TO YOUR PHONE EVERY TUESDAY. 

SIGN-UP TO RECEIVE TEXTS FROM FINE FOLK AND 
YOU’LL RECEIVE A ONE-TIME $5 COUPON CODE!!!

SCAN THIS PIZZA-SHAPED QR CODE OR TEXT
PIZZA TO 239-355-5229 TO OPT-IN NOW!!

TEXT CLUB

TEXT MESSAGING!

Promoting Wellness
WELLNESS & SICK PET EXAMS

DENTAL CLEANING AND SURGERY

IN-HOUSE DIAGNOSTICS

CAR SIDE OR IN CLINIC VISITS

COVID CONSCIOUS FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL

APPOINTMENTS SCHEDULED TO MAINTAIN 
“PHYSICAL DISTANCING”

EXAM ROOMS SANITIZED BETWEEN
APPOINTMENTS

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Hours of Operation
Mon | Wed | Thurs | Fri : 8 AM to 6 PM 

Tues : By Appointment Only
Open First Saturdays Of Every Month, 8am To 12pm

239-270-5721
www.Just4PetsFL.vet

8911 Daniels Parkway, Suite 7 | Fort Myers, FL 33912

Hours of Operation
Mon | Wed | Thurs | Fri : 8 AM to 6 PM 

The Montage Women’s Club is a 
social and philanthropic club open 
to all women residing in Lee Coun-
ty.   We meet on the fourth Thurs-
day of each month at The Landings 
Yacht, Golf, and Tennis Club (com-
munity entry off McGregor Blvd 
between Cypress Lake Drive and 
College Pkwy).   Meetings begin at 
11:30 a.m. with a short social peri-
od followed by lunch at Noon and 
normally an informative speaker 
program.   Within the organiza-
tion are various interest groups for 

members’ participation.   Member-
ship is open to both year-round and 
seasonal residents.   We welcome 
you to visit Montage for a luncheon. 

Our next meeting will be held 
on Thursday, May 25th.   We will 
not have an outside speaker at this 
meeting.   We will, however, be 
conducting a formal ceremony to 
install the new Montage Executive 
Board Officers (President Sue Vail, 
co-Vice Presidents Sandra Hibbs 
and Debra White, Secretary Barba-
ra Wierzbicki, and Treasurer Shirley 

O’Donnell) for the upcoming year 
(2023-2024).   

Luncheon fee is $28.00 and the 
planned regular menu will be Chef ’s 
homemade chicken salad stuffed in 
a vine ripe tomato served on a bed 
of mixed greens with Chef ’s choice 
of dessert.  The plant based / vegan 
entree option will be vegan chicken 
stir fry containing Oriental vege-
tables sauteed with an Asian glaze 
over Jasmine rice with a fresh fruit 
dessert.

At our January 2023 meeting we 
reached our maximum number 
of 125 members permitted by our 
Club By-Laws, but we will maintain 
a waiting list and when a slot be-
comes available, interested women 
will be contacted.   If you would like 
to attend a Montage meeting, need 
further information, or would like 
to make a reservation, please call 
Rita Artwohl at (239) 703-7787.   
Reservations cut-off to attend this 
meeting is Noon, Thursday, May 
18th. 

Women’s Montage Club By Rita Artwohl

Pet Allergies By Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM 



A STATEMENT FROM 
OUR SHERIFF

It is now a community crisis 
– speeding, racing, bullying and 
roadway transgressions in all sorts 
of forms.  Drivers are threatened 
with simple chores like going to 
the store or simply to work.  We 
read or see on media almost daily 
crashes and terrible loss of life and 
for what?  Aggressive driving, ha-
rassment and an utter disregard for 
the rights and lives of others.  Last 
month the Sheriff  wrote to us that 
various operations were being con-

ducted confronting this problem 
and as of now it has led to multi-
ple arrests and towed vehicles.  I 
do suspect also that many of these 
bad actors even lack the privilege 
of driving with no licensing, sus-
pended or revoked licenses and 
no insurance.  As a community we 
need to take back our streets and 
highways.  Don’t hesitate to call the 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce at 239-477-1000 or 
for emergency 911.

RESILIENT LEE LEADERS 
TOWN HALL MEETING 
FOR EAST LEE/LEHIGH 

ACRES

Lee County has created the Lee 
County Recovery Task Force to dis-
cuss various topics with our local 
communities regarding continuing 
recovery of the eff ects of Hurricane 

Ian.  In addition, the federal gov-
ernment has awarded earmarks of 
$144 million to underserved com-
munities in Lee County.  Th e task 
force and county leaders would like 
to hear from you:  MAY 10 – East 
Lee County Regional Library from 
6-8 p.m. (English and Spanish ses-
sions).  

HARNES MARSH MID-
DLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 

TAKE TALLAHASSEE!

On April 17 to 19 Th e East Lee 
County Chamber of Commerce 
was proud to take up the invitation 
of our Senate President and our 
State Senator Kathleen Passidomo 
to host a group of hard-working 
government/civics students from 
East Lee County to visit her as well 
as our other state senator who rep-

resents Lehigh, Senator Ben Albrit-
ton.  Th e students were invited as 
their guests to see the Florida Legis-
lature in action.  Th ey spent time on 
the fl oor of the Senate, visited the 
House of Representatives to meet 
their state representative, Tiff any 
Esposito.  Th e student group and 
faculty escorts were accompanied 
by Lee School District Board Chair 
Armor Persons who represent the 
East Lee County area and East Lee 
County Chamber of Commerce 
Chair Mike Welch who organized 
and sponsored the trip.  Th is pro-
gram was popular some years ago 
and the Chamber Board thought it 
a good project to organize in part-
nership with the Lee School Dis-
trict.  Oh, and the students were 
asked in a Senate Committee meet-
ing by senators about their thoughts 
on start times for schools.  

Constituents from 
around the county 
have reached out 
requesting an eff ort 
to address and curb 
the speeding and 

racing issues that are imperiling 
other drivers and generating intol-
erable road noise that are nuisances 

to the community.
All such requests are noted, ana-

lyzed and strategically addressed.

In addition to traffi  c operations 
that have been executed over the 
course of the last month by the Lee 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, we have 
worked cooperatively and concur-
rently with the Florida Highway 
Patrol and the Fort Myers Police 
Department to improve roadway 

safety and to reduce roadway noise.
Over the course of thirty days, we 

have addressed traffi  c violations, 
in many areas around the coun-
ty, involving careless and reckless 
driving, speeding, street racing and 
equipment infractions.

Th ese operations have led to mul-
tiple arrests, towed vehicles and 
many citations.

As shared with the local media, I 
have revised our pursuit policy and 
have increased the number of law 
enforcement personnel to address 
these matters.

Th is is a continuous and ongoing 
eff ort. I will continue to dedicate 
any and all resources to enforce traf-
fi c laws and to keep our roadways 
safe for all.
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Photo: 
Mike Welch
Let Us Hear From You!
Contact Us At:
voicesofl ehigh@gmail.
com

Photo: Sheriff Carmine 
Marceno, Lee County 
Sheriff

Photo: Harnes Marsh Middle School Students and Faculty 
with School Board Member Armor Persons, Senate President 
Kathleen Passidomo, Senator Ben Albritten, East Lee 
Chamber Chair, Mike Welch -  Floor of the Florida Senate

Photo: Harnes Marsh Middle School Students and Faculty 
with School Board Member Armor Persons, Senate President 
Kathleen Passidomo, Senator Ben Albritten, East Lee 
Chamber Chair, Mike Welch - Florida Supreme Court

Photo: Harnes Marsh Middle School Students and Faculty 
with School Board Member Armor Persons, Senate President 
Kathleen Passidomo, Senator Ben Albritten, East Lee 
Chamber Chair, Mike Welch - Florida State University

RSVP: (239) 674-6585

COMPLIMENTARY MOTHER’S DAY SPRING FASHION SHOWFashion Show

HOSTED BY ANTHONY’S
 The Fountain Crest residents and staff will be modeling Anthony’s ladies 

apparel! Enjoy refreshments, 50/50 raffle, door prizes & more!

MONDAY, MAY 15TH | 2:00PM 

1230  Taylor Lane, Lehigh Acres, FL   |   FountainCrestRet.com  |   Let Us Know You’re Coming! Call (239) 674-6585

VIP PARTYLights On

$64$54

GatorLanes.com       (239) 939-0048

Up to 4 people. O� er not valid  Monday-Wednesday, 6:15 PM - 9:00 PM. Must start bowling before 5:00 PM 
on Fridays & Saturdays. No need to print - sign up online or at our front desk. Only 15 Seconds to Signup!

1901 Crystal Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33907

ASK ABOUT OUR CORPORATE PACKAGES

2 HOURS OF BOWLING, SHOE RENTALS,
1 LARGE (1 TOPPING) PIZZA & (1) PITCHER OF SODA 

INCLUDES:  BUFFET WITH 2 ENTREES AND TWO SIDES, UP TO 100 GUESTS
$19.95 Per Person • $32.95 Per Person With Bowling

*Add A Carving Station, Dessert Table, Or Chocolate Fountain!

IN EVERYTHING WE DO.

Music & Event Hall

www.Ter-Tinis.com
239-344-6147
1901 Crystal Drive
Fort Myers, FL, 33907

Dinner Shows • Private Events • Seminars
Banquets • Holiday Events • Weddings

Burglars’ Preferences, Street Racing/Speeding

Resilient Lee County Leaders Head To East Lee County 
– May 10th /Harnes Marsh Middle School Students Take 
Tallahassee!

By Sheriff  Carmine Marceno

By Mike Welch



Are you ready for an adventure 
in discovering answers to the pro-
found questions of life? If your an-
swer was yes, then Answers to Your 
Greatest Questions is just the book 
you’ve been looking for. 

Answers to Your Greatest Ques-
tions reveals the secrets of those 
questions and answers you’ve been 
pondering. Th is new book is really 
about YOUR questions - questions 
you’re likely to have asked; would 
like to have asked; or questions for 
which you are still seeking better, 
more understandable and truthful 
answers. 

Have you wondered about why 
you are here and what is the reason 
for life? Perhaps, you have questions 
about creation and the existence of 
God. You may also have questions 
about Heaven and Hell and what 
happens when we die. Physical 
death, like taxes, is inescapable! Life 
has many options, but eternity has 

only two - and just what are those? 

Porter Goss, Former member of 
the United States Congress from 
Southwest Florida, calls Answers 
to Your Greatest Questions “a great 
way to learn something important 
is to ask a knowledgeable person 
with good sources. Jack Dannemi-
ller is doing yeoman’s work to get 
that message out, especially to the 
younger generations who are seek-
ing Truth. Who could deny that the 
need is great in these days when our 
core values are under attack from 
within and without?”

Answers to Your Greatest Ques-
tions holds responses that may sur-
prise you while challenging you to 
expand your thinking and shape 
your worldview such as what real-
ly matters in life and in eternity. It 
contains answers that will take you 
on an adventure and have you pon-
dering the book’s content for weeks 
and even years to come. 

Th is book is a superb re-
source for navigating life in 
a challenging, ever-changing 
society. It is a must read for 
any person genuinely seek-
ing God‘s Truth for living a 
meaningful, purposeful, and 
joyful life now and for eter-
nity. 

Answers to Your Greatest 
Questions is available for pur-
chase on livingdialog.org and 
Amazon.com. Upcoming ti-
tles like Reasons for the Faith, 
“fi lled with solid theological 
background and practical 
helps for followers of Christ 
who may not have the confi -
dence to share their hope in 
Jesus,” and the Disciple Mak-
er’s Toolbox, “recommended 
to anyone who wishes to gain 
confi dence that they can be-
come a “disciple who makes 
disciple,”” will also be avail-
able for readers soon! 
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Home Flood Auto Motorcycle Boat

All Your Insurance Needs Under One Roof

2 LOCATIONS
to Better Serve you!

The Smith & Mitchell Agency

Give us a call or visit us online for a FREE Quote
on your Home, Auto, or Flood Insurance.

9230 Daniels Parkway,
Fort Myers, FL 33912

1205 Piper Blvd
Naples, FL 34110 

• Local, expert insurance counsel
• More choice in insurance companies
• True peace of mind
• Insurance the way it’s supposed to be

(239) 603-8200
 www.smithandmitchellagency.com

Tyler Smith, Agency Owner Chris Mitchell, Agency Owner

The insurance agency reinvented around you.®

Photo: Answers To Your Greatest Questions Book 
Cover By Jack Dannemiller

� le:///C:/Users/Marlene%20
Asta/Desktop/TWCLogo.png

Knowing With Certainty
Is Going With Certainty

ToKnowWithCertainty.com • 239-410-2771
14600 Fair Havens Road, Fort Myers, Florida 33908

For years Christians have been on the losing side of a battle that 
must not be lost. � at battle is for the loss of youth from the 
Christian church in America that is having dire consequences 
for the church and America.

To Know with Certainty’s purpose is to assuage doubt and 
build a con� dent faith based on evidence from the Bible, the 
sciences and history.

� e Battle We Must Not Lose is a clarion call to the church 
and parents to become the frontline contenders in the faith 
development of children. It presents the pending consequences 
of continued inaction and the necessary steps and actions to 
win this battle for our youth.Get what you’re looking for at

 LIFESBASICQUESTIONS.COM

L O O K I N G  F O R

ANSWERS?

239-789-2533 | www.LifeLawPlanning.com | 5237 Summerlin Commons Blvd, Suite 109, Fort Myers, FL 33907 
Alina Gonzalez-Dockery, Esquire

YOUR FAMILY.  YOUR LEGACY. OUR MISSION.
Guardianship | Living Trusts

Estate Planning  | Wills | Probate
Family Law | Asset Protection

ANSWERS  
TO YOUR 
GREATEST 
QUESTIONS
A JOURNEY IN DISCOVERING  

GOD’S WISDOM

T his book is designed in a fashion to satisfy and edify the curious, the 
inquisitive, seekers of Truth and even Christian believers regarding 
the most important questions about life, faith and eternity. The reader 

can expect to experience a marvelous adventure in discovery as they travel 
through the book’s 12 chapters. Then, if there are still unanswered questions, 
they can go to our website, www.lifesbasicquestions.com, and post a new 
question which will be answered promptly by our Answers Team. That’s a 
promise and guarantee!

Here is a preview of coming attractions:
 • How did God create the universe out of nothing?
 • Where is God?
 • Are heaven and hell real places?
 • How did Moses get all the information for Genesis?
 • Did Jesus really come back from the dead?
 •  How did the Gospel writers get Jesus’ direct quotes?
 • Are we living in the End Times?
 • How does a person become a Christian and gain eternal life? 

JACK DANNEMILLER, is a graduate of Case Institute of Technology and 
CWRU Weatherhead Graduate Business School. He was Chairman and 
CEO of AIT, a Cleveland, Ohio based NYSE company. He is presently 
Chairman and CEO of Living Dialog Ministries, the co-author of five books 
on Christian discipleship, the editor of the highly successful booklet for 
evangelism, Answers to Life’s Greatest Questions and a Values Institute of 
America Board member.

TM

www.lifesbasicquestions.com

The genius of this book is that it takes a Biblical Christian Worldview in 
answering many profound and soul-searching questions about life and 
faith. It is a must read for any person seeking God’s truth for living a 
meaningful, purposeful and joyful life now and for eternity.

—Michele Bachmann, Author, International Speaker,  
Member of US Congress for 8 years, Presidential Candidate 2012
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Answers To Your Greatest Questions 
By Jack Dannemiller, Author - jack@livingdialog.org - 216-533-7607



The East Lee County News is a monthly publication for the residents in its distribution area.  We utilize material contributed 
by the readers, organizations, and public relations professionals as a reporting service only.  The East Lee County News is 
not responsible for inaccuracies or errors that may be contained in such material. Articles are printed in as timely a fashion 
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May 8
No Socks Day

 It’s time to get out your sandals and flip flops. For today is No Socks Day. 
Go ahead..... free your toes of the confines of socks and stockings. Give 
those toes of yours a breath of fresh air. The creators of this day also 
profess that No Socks Day will reduce your laundry load, and therefore, is 
healthy for the environment. It’s easy to participate in No Socks Day. Just 
leave your socks and stocking off, and let your toes enjoy a moment in 
the sun! Note: While washing your feet prior to participating in No Socks 
Day is a requirement, painting your toe nails is completely optional.

May 11
Eat What You Want Day

What would you like to have to eat today? Okay, great.....health permit-
ting, go ahead and have any and all of your favorite foods and snacks. 
Because today is Eat What You Want Day. Eat What You Want Day is 
definitely not a day for diets.  It is one single, solitary day in the year to go 
off your diet and eat something you really enjoy, Today, you can set aside 
your dietary “No-No” list. Today, you can splurge. Tomorrow, it’s back to 
the diet. It is important to note that today is not intended to eat as much 
as you want. Rather, the goal is to eat something you otherwise wouldn’t 
have. If you are watching carbs or calories, simply keep within your limits 
by eating just a small amount of that favorite treat. Caution: People with 
allergies and/or medical conditions, may not be able to fully participate 
in this day. Simply said: Do not risk your health to participate in this day. 

May 14
Dance Like a Chicken Day 

 Dance Like a Chicken Day is for those who like to do the “Chicken Dance”. 
All ‘ya gotta do is dance like a chicken. While any dance song will do, 
there’s no dance like the Chicken dance. It’s tradition at every wedding 
reception to play and to dance the Chicken Dance. It gets people of all 
ages up dancing and mingling. It puts a smile on everyone’s face. The 
Chicken Dance is not limited to weddings. It is also played at other social 
events where there is a band and dancing. The only problem is that 
events are way too frequent for a chicken dance lover. Therefore, today 
exists to provide you with another opportunity to dance like a chicken. 
So, don’t pass up this priceless opportunity.  

May 25
National Wine Day

 Tap the keg. Crack open a bottle. Today is National Wine Day. People 
have been drinking wine since the early days of man (and woman). There

(239) 561-1150
www.gatewayminispa.com

Meet Tonya Gerdt

13120 Westlinks Terrace #9
Fort Myers, FL 33913

Hair • Massage • Facial • Nails
Waxing • And More 

Tonya is a Licensed Cosmetologist who 
has been with Gateway Mini Spa for  17 
years with 25 years experience  in hair. 

Tonya is now taking new clients at 
Gateway Mini Spa & Salon!

Discounts on Straightening with Color 
Service. CALL FOR CONSULTATION!
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 It’s time to get out your sandals and flip flops. For today is No Socks Day. 

More To Celebrate!More To Celebrate!
Dates & descriptions provided by www.holidayinsights.com

are plenty of references to wine in the 
Bible. Wine has thankfully been around for 
thousands of years. There are many vari-
eties of grapes, giving us the opportunity 
to make and enjoy, hundreds of different 
varieties of wines. Made from fermented 
grapes, wine is easy to make. As a result, 
there are many home vintners among us. 
While you don’t have to drink wine today 
to celebrate this day, it certainly would not 
be as much fun.

BREAKFAST IN BED
CARDS

CHERISH
CHOCOLATES

DAY OFF
FAMILY

FLOWERS
GARDENING

GIFTS
HOMEMADE

HEART
HOLIDAY
JEWELRY

KIDS
LOVE

MASSAGE
MAY

MOTHERHOOD
MUSIC

PAJAMAS

PEACEFUL
PICTURES
RELAX

SHOPPING
SPA

SUNDAY
TEA

TRADITION
TULIPS

MOTHER’S DAY - WORD SEARCH

Mother's Day  Word Search

Let's celebrate Mother's Day with this fun word search. The words in this word search are hidden across, 

down, and diagonally, with backwards.
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CALL US FOR YOUR STORM 
REPLACEMENT NEEDS

Quality Work and Affordable Prices
Serving Lehigh Acres Since 1989

Jim
(239) 940-2074

CALL US FOR YOUR STORM 
REPLACEMENT NEEDS

Quality Work and Affordable Prices
Serving Lehigh Scres Since 1989

Jim
(239) 940-2074

LIC #AW000020

• Entryway
• Screen Rooms
• Pool Enclosures
• Garage Screens
• Soffits
• Siding Gutters
• Storm Protection LIC #AW000020

• Entryway
• Screen Rooms
• Pool Enclosures
• Garage Screens
• Soffits
• Siding Gutters
• Storm Protection

SCREEN MACHINE
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED!

(239)898-3528

FREE
ESTIMATE!

CALL FOR YOUR

Bringing You 20 Years of Experience!

SCREEN REPAIR SPECIAL

8

Licensed & Insured

5 6

(239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com

Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The
Forum, Buckingham And Most Of Lehigh

4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

DELIVERY
PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT

11:00am-10:00pm
(239) 491-2203

Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

Wealth | Investments | Freedom

YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS.
Acquire Or Build Your Own Franchise To Gain Unlimited Earning Potential.

(239) 470-5611   |   FRANCHISEINFLORIDA.COM
INFO@FRANCHISEOPPORTUNITIESFL.COM

Personalized service
Long term support
EXPERT MARKETING SERVICES

BUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCEBUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCE
EXCLUSIVE franchisor toolsEXCLUSIVE franchisor tools
ACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATAACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATA

“We will match you with a franchise that works for you and guide
you through the steps to achieve your goals, from the

purchasing phase to marketing.”
-Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant

how we can help YOU:how we can help YOU:

call for a free consultation!

CAC1819960

www.AlliedAir.biz

COMPETITIVE PRICING

COMFORT CLUB
FAST SERVICE

34 YEARS EXPERIENCE

 Call For A
Maintenance Check

On Your Ac Today!
HVAC service . diagnostics

repairs . replacements
commercial/residential

Call us at
(239) 217-4111

or email us at
INFO@AlliedAir.Biz

REQUEST SERVICE

YOU’RE INVITED!

Optional $10/month and $30/month memberships available.

Join us for FREE networking!
2 Opportunities a Week!

Form and maintain strong relationships 
with other local businesses, and get quality 

referrals from one another.

Arrive and depart anytime.

WEDNESDAYS
12:00pm-1:00pm

Torched Bar & Grill
 2409 Surfside Blvd, Cape Coral 33991

FRIDAYS
7:30am-9:00am

European American Bakery
12450 Metro Pkwy, Fort Myers, FL 33966

BUSINESS
BILLBOARD

To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611

Ask
About Our
$99 Specials!

Quality Service
Guaranteed

Licensed
& Insured

MATTHEW RYAN   
Owner (239) 645-9834

FREE ESTIMATES

DO YOU HAVE THE DESIRE TO ALLEVIATE YOUR DO YOU HAVE THE DESIRE TO ALLEVIATE YOUR 
ACHES AND PAINS? WOULD YOU LIKE TO ACHES AND PAINS? WOULD YOU LIKE TO 

IMPROVE YOUR STRENGTH AND FLEXIBILITY?IMPROVE YOUR STRENGTH AND FLEXIBILITY?

VISIT LEEGOV.COM TO SIGN UP

Join me, Christina, for a 1 hour Yoga Class toJoin me, Christina, for a 1 hour Yoga Class to
promote wellness and a stronger connection to self!promote wellness and a stronger connection to self!

Founded in 2022, Christina Pagan 
Yoga, LLC. Has transformed the lives 
of many students by incorporating 
empowering movements and genuine 
connectedness into her practice.

Get a FREE game
of bowling at

when you sign up to receive our 

e-Newspaper and get o� ers at
eastleenews.com/deals.

To redeem your Free Game you’ll be invited 
to log in to Gator Lanes new Online Rewards 
Center. One Game per Person. Conditions apply.

FENCE 1 CORP.FENCE 1 CORP.FENCE 1 CORP.

Pedro Fuentes
Owner

Se Habla Español

Chain Link
Wood
Metal/Privacy
Ornamental
Vinyl

•
•
•
•
•

Licensed & Insured

239-303-2624
fence_1@aol.com

NOW SERVING
LEE & COLLIER COUNTIES!

ALECIA SINCLAIR, REALTOR®, SFR, CPRES
954-801-9072 | WWW.ALECIA4REALTY.COM
BUYING OR SELLING A HOME? CALL, TEXT OR CLICK

223399--226644--33114411
wwwwww..jjuussttaalliittttlleemmaaggiicc0033..ccoomm

to your next special event!to your next special event!

bringbring Just A Little MagicJust A Little Magic 

PrincessesPrincesses .. SuperheroesSuperheroes .. Mermaids  & more!Mermaids  & more!



WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!

LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

239-369-5892

C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Telephone 239-369-5892
RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com 

• SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY

• A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT 
WORKS FOR YOU

• LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT 
REASONABLE RATES — NO SURCHARGE

• A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH 
MONTHLY STATEMENTS & CHECKS

• END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU

Shellie Vahue
Property Manager

4 bedroom 3 1/2 bath POOL home in the middle of ONE ACRE. The seller owns 
the adjoining lots as well. Additional lots will be sold separately if the buyer 
is intersested for a total of 3 1/2 ACRES. Quiet low traffic dead end street, 
new central heat and air in 2015, electric roll down shutters throughout, 
screen enclosed in ground solar heated pool with plenty of deck space for 
entertaining overlooks cleard ONE ACRE lot with small Oak trees for shade, 
storage shed, security system, soaring high ceilings throughout with crown 
molding, formal living room and dining room plus family room open from 
the kitchen area with large breakfast bar, solid surface countertops, walk in 
pantry and all appliances, master bedroom with tray ceilings, sliding doors 
to the pool area, dual walk in closets, private bath with dual sinks, garden 
tub with separate oversized walk in shower, guest bedroom also has it’s own 
private bath and sliding door access to the pool area, half guest bath,ceramic 
tile floors with laminate in the bedrooms, indoor laundry room with washer 
and dryer. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED HERE. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST 
ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY. Some furnishings for sale separately.

Offered At ..................$525,000
Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

4 BEDROOM 3 1/2 BATH
POOL HOME ON ONE ACRE

Wonderful three bedroom two bath home with bonus room that could be used 
for home office, den or even a game room. Centrally located in Willow Lakes 
with underground utilities, central water and sewer as well as a newer AC. 
Flower beds surround the front of the home and you will love the big shade 
tree in the back yard. On an oversized third of an acre lot there is room for a 
pool and you already have a nice shed to store the pool supplies. The double 
door entry leads into a nice foyer with rock wall that opens to the spacious 
living room and dining area. The eat in kitchen has granite countertops, 
more than enough cabinet space as well as a pantry. Two nice sized guest 
bedrooms with large closets and a large master bedroom with newer flooring, 
custom California closet and recently remodeled bath. The under air bonus 
room is a shining star in your new home. Was recently used as a home office 
on one side and a family room/man cave on the other, there is plenty of room 
to be creative out here. The large screened lanai is right off the bonus room 
and has access to the garage as well for easy access to yard tools. Located in 
the heart of Lehigh close to shopping and schools.

Offered At ..................$330,000
Matt Jackson    574-302-5628    mjackson08@msn.com

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME
IN WILLOW LAKE 

Popular Camille Gardens Villa on quiet cul de sac off of Joel Blvd, walking distance 
to stores etc, central water and sewer, newer windows throughout, large family 
room in the rear with storage closet and indoor laundry area, ceramic tile floors 
with carpet in bedrooms like new, terrazzo floors underneath, new water heater 
in 2018, kitchen with all appliances including a newer LG built in microwave, 
pass through to dining area, newer vanity sink and toilet in the bathroom, 
newer exterior doors, quiet setting with plenty of privacy, nicely landscaped 
with storage shed behind the carport for extra storage, NO FLOOD INSURANCE 
REQUIRED, highest elevation in Lee County.

Offered At ..................$155,000
Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

2 BEDROOM POPULAR
CAMILLE GARDENS VILLA 

Realty World C. Bagans First
239-369-5841 

Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate 
Community Since 1979

Se Habla Español

Realty World International
#1 OFFICE

BUYERS BEWARE:
Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when 
you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge 
transaction fees. Please call Realty World and save some 
money at closing.

CHARLIE BONACOLTA
239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

NICK BONACOLTA
239-887-0468 nbonacolta@gmail.com

TOMMY AND MICHELLE TEW – SOLD  411 ROOSEVELT AVE
Charlie knows what he is doing!! No matter what the question was, he answered it quickly and completely. His attention 
to detail and keeping us informed throughout the entire process of selling our home. Very happy with his services. 
Thanks for everything, Charlie!!!

GLADYS AND KAREN – SOLD  413 ROOSEVELT AVE.
Charlie is a real expert in the industry and the area. We always received timely updates. Charlie is very personable 
and compassionate about the changes to someone’s life when they are moving. Thank you for making the whole 
process easy, Charlie!!!

MARKET KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE, HONESTY & INTEGRITY

HOMES & CONDOS IN LEHIGH ARE  IN VERY HIGH
DEMAND RIGHT NOW. IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING, 

PLEASE CALL US TODAY.

Charlie
Bonacolta

Broker/Salesman

“A House Sold Name”
239-994-1062

Nick Bonacolta

E-MAIL ADDRESS
Charlisold@gmail.com
www.charliesold.com

Salesman
E-MAIL ADDRESS

nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/
NickBonacoltaRW

239-887-0468
Charlie

Bonacolta
Nick

Bonacolta

Over 40 Years
Combined Experience!

Realty World
C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be 
charging you transaction fees when you 
purchase your home. Realty World does not 
charge transaction fees. Please call Realty 

World and save some money at closing.


