
I write a lot about how 
we, as a society, treat one 

another and see things. I feel it’s needed 
because there seems to be a real dis-
connect between the experience of our 
day-to-day lives and what the news me-
dia feeds us. They tell us the sky is fall-
ing, that hate is everywhere, and, Great 
News, our economy is fantastic. It’s to 
the point that I’m now patiently waiting 
to be informed the sky is actually green.

Years ago, there was an uproar when 
trophies for everyone in kiddie soccer 
were introduced. I’m a bit of a softie and, 
at the time, could see no real harm in 

giving all the kids something. The peo-
ple arguing it’s a slippery slope believed 
that trophies for all would result in those 
kids growing up without learning to 
overcome and conquer adversity. Hind-
sight, as they say, is 20/20, and it’s be-
come evident they may have been right. 
As an employer, I have encountered 
many young people who genuinely have 
a tough time navigating the difficulties 
of “real life.” Way back then, I thought, 
why not give the terrible soccer players 
trophies – it’s nice! Now, I can appreciate 
that many of those players never got a 
chance to learn the valuable lesson that 
the pain of losing can motivate you to 
become better. Getting no trophy could 
have encouraged them to focus and be 
determined to improve instead of ac-
cepting a meaningless trophy as good 
enough. Lo and behold, with these new 

and hard-earned abilities, those kids 
would naturally want to compete and 
perhaps even become true champions. I 
appreciate that not everyone would do 
this, but maybe by giving every single 
player a trophy, we robbed the poten-
tial strivers of the pain needed to force 
themselves to get better. In short, we in-
advertently taught most of these players 
that being just “okay” was good enough. 
In short, we promoted mediocrity over 
the struggle for excellence.

As adults, we’re certainly far from 
perfect, but we do have the power to 
make ourselves better day by day, and I 
have one idea for how to do that. I think 
most people have heard of a strawman 
argument. If not, in a debate/conversa-
tion, it’s hearing another’s side and then 
mocking it before offering your “superi-

or” counterargument. It dawned on me 
that all the current media feeds us are 
strawmen because it’s seemingly always 
delivered from only one “superior” per-
spective, and we’ve become accustomed 
to this over time. We do it in our own 
lives, too. However, there is an alterna-
tive to this. Enter the steelman. This ap-
proach means you listen, really listen 
to someone, and then repeat back their 
argument as best you can. If you get it 
wrong, you ask them to help you better 
understand it, and you go back and forth 
until you fully get it. Now, depending 
on your motivation, you can either pro-
ceed to rip their argument to shreds or, 
if you’re feeling gracious, you can share 
your side and point out how your per-
spective has more benefits than theirs. 
Ideally, you can turn what these days be-

Strawman vs Steelman By Butch Swank - butch@goodladandswank.com
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www.mypetsvet.net

61 Bell Blvd N, Unit 2
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936
In the Winn Dixie Plaza at the 

corner of Joel & Bell Blvd.

Se Haba Español

239.368.8387

Monday - Friday            8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday                       8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sunday                                               Closed

Dr. Rafael Cartelli
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Full Service Animal Hospital
• Examinations
• Vaccinations
• Surgery
• Comprehensive Dental 
   Care
• Health Certificates

• In-House Laboratory
• Annual Wellness 
   Packages
• Pharmacy
• Heartworm and Flea 
   Prevention Products

Call us to schedule an appointment today!
(239) 368-8387

Keep Your Pets Protected
We carry affordable options for 

HEARTWORM, FLEA AND TICK 
prevention to keep your pets protected!

MY PET’S VET
of Lehigh Acres

Rabies/Lee County Licenses
NOW AVAILABLE

SWFL Business Alliance’s 2023 Fall Luncheon By Cameron Belen
The SWFL Business Alliance put to-

gether an outstanding lunch to allow 
open networking between business pro-
fessionals and those who wish to expand 
their knowledge in the business world. 
Many showed up interested in learning 
about business growth and were able 
to connect and socialize with business 
owners in the local area.

The meeting featured two highly 
influential speakers sharing informa-
tion about development in the East Lee 

County and Cape Coral areas. John Tal-
mage, Director of Economic Develop-
ment for Lee County, and Nita Whaley of 
Miloff Aubuchon Commercial & CC Real 
Estate Services offered their knowledge 
and expertise in their fields to their at-
tentive audience.

Pastor Larry Gregory awarded 
plaques to Luke Rowell, from Hightower 
Construction, Roofing & Solar, Katrina 
Salokar of Paradise Creative Group, and 
Butch Swank of Goodlad & Swank Insur-

ance, LLC for being significant support-
ers of the Lehigh Fireworks at 4th of July 
Freedom Fest this year.

ABOUT SWFL
BUSINESS ALLIANCE

SWFL Business Alliance is a profes-
sional alliance of vetted, trusted, per-
formance-oriented business people that 
seeks to highlight and promote what’s 
best about doing business in Southwest 
Florida. We focus on top talent with an 

outlook toward solutions for quality 
growth and continuous improvement. 
Our philanthropic arm leans towards 
assistance and support for fixes only. 
Southwest Florida Business Alliance is 
a place where the best and the brightest 
are supported and where progress has a 
new home.

To learn more about the SWFL Busi-
ness Alliance, go to www.swflbusines-
salliance.com

Continued from Page 01
comes an instant argument into a con-
structive conversation. Remember 
those? Yes, we used to disagree about 
all kinds of things and yet remain fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors. It’s sadly the 
case these days, but here’s some good 
news: just because you disagree with 
someone, that does not mean you need 
to write that person out of your life, no 
matter what the news tells you. If the 
trophy for winning an argument was los-
ing a relationship, you should really con-
sider if that trophy was worth it, right?

I say this because I believe our news 
media knows exactly what they’re do-
ing. They minimize any chance of steel-
manning. It also does not matter if your 
news is from the left or right; both sides 
do it. Isn’t it absurd that I just wrote left 
or right “news,” and you didn’t bat an 
eye? When I sat down to write this, I 
had never considered that point either, 
and it just now dawned on me. It’s truly 
astonishing how much we’ve been pro-
grammed to listen and not think. Regard-
less of what they say, America is still the 
greatest place to live on the planet and 
has the absolute best people on Earth. 
Next time you consider entering verbal 

warfare with someone, I simply ask that 
you pause for a moment and instead re-
ally listen to them. Take their words se-
riously, and don’t dismiss them. Repeat 
back their words until they agree you 
get their point. And here’s the important 
part: you then lay out your perspective 
until they understand your side, too. By 
your listening earnestly, I reckon they’ll 
do the same for you. I cannot guarantee 
that everything will be roses after, but 
I do guarantee you just upped the odds 
that you’ll still be friends or family after 
you’re done. Also, you two will, probably 
for the first time in a long time, really 
understand where you are both com-

ing from and maybe find some common 
ground instead of being divided even 
further. Think about it: the news me-
dia wants further division, and I believe 
more steelmanning is an effective way 
to counter this. The reality is that we do 
live in trying times, and nobody is com-
ing to save America but ourselves. We’re 
not elected officials and cannot change 
policies, but we absolutely all have the 
power to do this. So, let’s get to work un-
earthing all the truly common ground we 
share and begin appreciating each other 
again. That’s damn sure better than any 
meaningless trophy, right?
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1/4 Acre Lots   
from $14,000
1/2 Acre Lots
from $19,000

THINKING OF SELLING?
WHAT IS YOUR

HOUSE WORTH?
Contact us today for a FREE market 

analysis of your property.
NO OBLIGATION.

CALL TODAY
239-369-6161

RENTALS
AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE
LOTS FOR

SALE!
$1,875
STARTING AT

CALL TODAY
239-491-3300

PREFERRED PROPERTIES

CBPPI.com • 239-369-6161 • 800-320-8144

BEACON SQUARE 2/2
Turnkey furnished!! Inside utility and screened 
lanai. All set for year round living or to escape 
the northern winter weather

URSZULA GALEK    
ursularealtor@yahoo.com

847-830-4722

YOUR SEARCH IS OVER
3 Bedroom 2 bath home with over 1700 sq. 
ft. of living area. CBS home built in 2005. New 
flooring throughout, solid surface counter-
tops and newer stainless steel kitchen appli-
ances.

GREAT LOCATION!
Home features 1671 sq ft living area, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths and attached 2 car garage. 
Roof replaced in 2022. Fenced in backyard.

ADELIA PIMENTEL 
adeliaswfl@gmail.com

239-462-4053

BRAND SPANKING NEW!!
3/2 featuring tiled plank floors, impact rated 
windows and doors, double entrance doors, 
upgraded appliances, reverse osmosis system. 
Don’t miss this one! Seller is paying for Buyers’ 
lower interest rate.

EXCEPTIONAL 3/2 +DEN 
POOL HOME
Country Club Estates home features a Gener-
ac 2200K whole home generator with a 500 
gallon tank! Solar heated pool, canal front 
home with several fruit trees. Schedule your 
showing today.
LAUREL WARD     
laurel.salesassociate@gmail.com

863-234-3534

NAPLES STUNNER!
Great views of golf course and lake. 55+ active 
community with lots of upgrades.  Close to 
beaches and downtown Naples.  A must see!

PAMELA DICKINSON
pamsellsit@gmail.com    

239-878-0837

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
3+ Den. Photos shown are from a similar 
home that is complete. Large deluxe island 
kitchen with quartz waterfall countertop, 24 
x 24 tile throughout the home, 5” baseboards, 
10’ ceilings & 8 ‘ doors and much more.

MARY BRUZIK 
marybsellshouses@gmail.com  

704-780-9528

IMMACULATE 3/2
Shows like a model! Breathtaking landscap-
ing! Double pane windows througout the 
house, fireplace for chilly winter nights. New 
roof in 2023, new water heater in 2022, A/C 
replaced in 2019. City water & sewer.

DEBRA SHUMAN   
buyandsellflwv@gmail.com 

239-770-0549

MIRROR LAKES 3/2 POOL 
HOME
No HOA, 13 miles from RSW Internatioal Air-
port. Split bedroom floor plan with separate 
dining area and breakfast bar. Pool is solar 
heated. A/C replaced in 2016.

LUIS GONZALEZ   
luisfgonzalez@yahoo.com

239-269-9931

ESPY CADET 
espycadet@gmail.com     

239-478-5492

SANDRA ROMAN    
sandrarealsales@cs.com

239-850-2018

WHEN QUALITY MATTERS!
New construction! 3BR/2BA new home with 
over 1800sq.ft living area. Custom kitchen w/
granite counter tops & upgraded applianc-
es. Reverse osmosis, sprinker system & tiled 
floors. Seller is paying for Buyers’ lower inter-
est rate.
ABBY DILLON
abbydillon@hotmail.com  

239-645-6808

SPACIOUS 3/2 POOL HOME
Featuring an open, airy design with lots of 
natual light, vaulted ceilings and elegant dou-
ble door entry. Kitchen has custom cabinetry, 
stylish backsplash, granite countertops and 
much more!

JOAN BAAB
jbaabsells@aol.com

239-848-7603

CITY WATER - NO HOA
Beautifully maintained 3 bedroom 2 bath pool 
home. Stunning tiles and carpet, upgraded 
kitchen, new pool pump, room for your RV. 
Close proximity to SR82 and SWFL Interna-
tional Airport.

AYO MICHAEL  
seyomide2000@aol.com

239-770-8523

$175,000

$389,900

$395,900

$399,900

$324,900

$389,900

$398,500

$409,800

$354,900

$395,000

$399,000

$439,900
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I n t e r i o r  a n d  E x t e r i o r  P a i n t i n g

2 Nice Guys, Inc.

Beautifying Southwest Florida Since 2003.

 Painting with Unparalleled Quality,
Value and Customer Service

2niceguys.net  |  (239) 690-1479
Licensed & Insured #CGC1526754

Give your home a finished look. 
A little paint equals big impact!

Call Today For A Free Consultation
For Your Home Or Business.

Ask About Our Trim Division!  

A Family Owned And Operated Business
Committed To Excellence In Craftsmanship
Mention Seeing Our Ad In The East Lee County News!

A DIVISION OF

Promoting Wellness
WELLNESS & SICK PET EXAMS

DENTAL CLEANING AND SURGERY

IN-HOUSE DIAGNOSTICS

CAR SIDE OR IN CLINIC VISITS

COVID CONSCIOUS FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL

APPOINTMENTS SCHEDULED TO MAINTAIN
“PHYSICAL DISTANCING”

EXAM ROOMS SANITIZED BETWEEN
APPOINTMENTS

Hours of Operation
Mon | Wed | Thurs | Fri : 8 AM to 6 PM 

Tues : By Appointment Only
Open First Saturdays Of Every Month, 8am To 12pm

239-270-5721
www.Just4PetsFL.vet

8911 Daniels Parkway, Suite 7 | Fort Myers, FL 33912

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Find out more about us at
LIFESTYLESHEALTHCAREGROUP.COM

NEED PAIN
RELIEF?

LOOKING FOR A NEW HOME FOR YOUR 
PAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM?

11300 LINDBERGH BLVD # 110 | FORT MYERS, FL 33913

LIFESTYLESHEALTHCAREGROUP.COM • 239.334.9355

REGENERATIVE MEDICINE   |   CHIROPRACTIC   |   X-RAY
PHYSICAL MEDICINE   |   REHABILITATION   |   ON-SITE DIGITAL 
ON-SITE DIAGNOSTIC ULTRASOUND   |   INFUSION THERAPY

*The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to pay, cancel the payment or 
be reimbursed for payment for any other services, examination or treatment which performed as a 
result of and within seventy-two hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted 

or reduced service, examination or treatment. Limited time. We accept most insurance plans.

It’s officially Fall. The leaves are chang-
ing color, the weather is more pleasant, 
and the holiday season is upon us. We 
love this time of year and so do our pets.  
We must make sure that we protect our 
pets from hidden dangers of this season.  
Below are some tips to help keep your 
pets safe during the autumn months.  

RODENTICIDES
(RAT POISONS) 

As the days are getting shorter and 
cooler, mice and rats will begin looking 
for a place to call their winter home. They 
are notorious for getting into garages 
and sheds to protect them from the ele-
ments over winter. To control unwanted 
visitors many homeowners will put out 
rat poisons. If you use these products in 
your home, make sure to keep them out 
of reach of pets. These chemicals are tox-
ic and potentially deadly for your pets. 
There are several different types with 
different active ingredients. Whether 
your pet eats the poison directly or your 
pet ingests a poisoned rodent each of the 
products has the potential to kill your 
pet.

If your pet has ingested a rodent or 
rat poison, they should be taken to your 
veterinarian immediately. Make sure 
to bring the label from the product (or 
a picture of the entire box) with you so 
your veterinarian can determine the 
right course of treatment for your pet.

Remember, when placing this product 
around your home make sure to keep it 
away from all your pets and quickly pick 
up any deceased rodents around your 
yard to prevent accidental ingestion and 
exposure to these poisons.

PLANT AND MUSHROOM
POISONING

Mushrooms tend to pop up around 
this time of the year. While not all mush-
rooms are poisonous, it can be hard to 
tell which ones are safe. For this rea-
son, it is best to consider all mushrooms 
growing in your yard or out in nature 
poisonous.

If you see mushrooms growing in your 
yard, pick them from the root and throw 
them out. Scan your yard for them fre-
quently as mushrooms seem to pop up 
overnight. Also, look out for mushrooms 
when you take your pets for a walk.

If your pet does munch on a mush-
room, call your vet immediately. Mild 
toxicity can cause gastrointestinal upset, 
like vomiting and diarrhea. Severe toxic-
ity can cause neurological, kidney, and 
liver damage, or even death depending 
on what type of mushroom was eaten.

Chrysanthemum flowers, although 
very pretty, are toxic. If your pet ingests 
any part of the chrysanthemum plant it 
can cause an upset stomach, vomiting, 
diarrhea, drooling, unsteady uncoordi-
nated movements, and skin rashes.

Any part of the Autumn Crocus plant is 
extremely toxic to your pet. It can cause 
multi-system organ damage to the lungs, 
stomach, kidneys, liver, and nervous sys-
tem. Symptoms can include loss of appe-
tite, vomiting, diarrhea, bloody diarrhea, 
weakness, seizures, and even death.

ANTIFREEZE 

Fall is usually the time when some pet 
owners change the antifreeze in their 
vehicles to keep them running smooth-
ly. But this product is highly toxic and 
should be kept far out of your pets reach. 
Antifreeze contains a chemical called 
ethylene glycol and pets are attracted to 
its sweet taste. However, if a pet ingests 
even a small amount, there can be seri-
ous, and even fatal, consequences. Signs 
of early poisoning include acting drunk 
or uncoordinated, excessive thirst, and 
lethargy. 

If you fear your pet has ingested an-
tifreeze, take them to your veterinarian 
or your local emergency hospital imme-
diately for treatment with an antidote to 
prevent acute kidney failure.

Clean up spills of antifreeze immedi-
ately. You may also consider switching 
to propylene glycol-based coolants. They 
are not completely nontoxic, but they are 
much less toxic than other engine cool-
ants.

ALCOHOL 

Whether you are sipping a hard apple 
cider or enjoying your favorite mixed 
drink, pets should never be given alco-
hol. It depresses the nervous system and 
can also be damaging to the kidneys. 
Warning signs your pet has consumed 
alcohol include vomiting, disorientation, 
and difficulty urinating. Other more seri-
ous signs include collapse and coma. 

Call your vet immediately if your pet 
has consumed alcohol. The best remedy 
is to not expose your pet to alcohol. Call 
your veterinarian if you notice your pet 
is acting lethargic or has vomiting or 
diarrhea. These could be signs your pet 
has ingested something they shouldn’t 
have. Talk to your veterinarian, even if 
you are not sure you should bring your 
pet in for evaluation. 

Stay safe and keep your pets safe.

If your furry kid has had contact or in-
gested any of the items on this list call 
your veterinarian for help immediately. 
If your pet has been exposed to some-
thing you are not sure of and it is not on 
this list, contact one of the Animal Poi-
son Centers below. 

Pet Poison Help Line 
(855) 764-7661 

ASPCA Animal Poison Control 
(888) 426-4435

ABOUT DR. TILLMAN

Dr. Tillman is a 2002 graduate of 
Tuskegee University School of Veteri-
nary Medicine. Her veterinary practice 
and work experience focuses on health 
and wellness of pets. She is the owner of 
Just 4 Pets Wellness Center and can be 
reached at 239-270-5721.

Autumn Pet Safety 
By Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM

Photo: Portrait Of Cute Beagle Dog 
Sitting In Park



LAFCRD Plans for Future Training Facility

WHERE LAZY DAYS
Turn Into Epic Nights!

1051 Fifth Avenue | Fort Myers Beach, Florida

LighthouseIslandResort.com | 239-463-9392  |  800-778-7748
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Knowing With Certainty
Is Going With Certainty

ToKnowWithCertainty.com • 239-410-2771
14600 Fair Havens Road, Fort Myers, Florida 33908

For years Christians have been on the losing side of a battle that 
must not be lost. � at battle is for the loss of youth from the 
Christian church in America that is having dire consequences 
for the church and America.

To Know with Certainty’s purpose is to assuage doubt and 
build a con� dent faith based on evidence from the Bible, the 
sciences and history.

� e Battle We Must Not Lose is a clarion call to the church 
and parents to become the frontline contenders in the faith 
development of children. It presents the pending consequences 
of continued inaction and the necessary steps and actions to 
win this battle for our youth.

HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTYHALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31st | 2:00pm
Jennifer Gilmore will be hosting this complimentary party. She brings over 20 years 
of entertainment experience. Enjoy Refreshments, 50/50 raffle and door prizes!

Trophy's for the best costumes!
Let Us Know You’re Coming!  Call: (239) 674-6585

1230  Taylor Lane, Lehigh Acres, FL  |  FountainCrestRet.com  |  239-674-6585

Barris Park By Melissa Barris

 The Continental Women’s Club will 
hold its monthly luncheon meeting 
on Thursday, November 2nd at 11:30 
a.m. at The Hideaway Country Club. 

 
Our November program will fea-

ture students from the Cypress Lake 
High School Center for the Arts, who 
will be performing excerpts from 
their production of ‘Holiday Inn’.  You 
are invited to join us to experience 
these very talented young people and 
to learn more about Continental. 

 

Continental Women’s Club is a so-
cial, cultural, and philanthropic or-
ganization established in 1975, and 
membership is open to women liv-
ing in Lee County. Meetings are held 
on the first Thursday of each month 
at 11:30 am at The Hideaway Coun-
try Club, 5670 Trailwinds Drive, Fort 
Myers 33907.   The cost to attend the 
luncheon is $25.  Reservation dead-
line for November is Tuesday, Octo-
ber 24th.    Please call Liz Paul at 239-
691-7561 for additional information 
or to make a reservation. 

Continental Women’s Club

By Fire Chief Robert DiLallo

By Liz Paul

The Lehigh Acres 
Fire Control and Rescue 
District has big plans 
for a 7.6-acre plot off 
Williams Avenue. The 
sale of this property, 
owned by the county, 
was recently approved 

by the Lee County Board of Commission-
ers. This centrally located site is an ideal 
location for a training facility, as it will al-
low for multi-company scenarios while 
keeping crews inside the District. Current-
ly, individual crews are sent out of Lehigh 
Acres to other facilities in the county for 
required training. This is detrimental to 
both the firefighters and the community, 
as it takes a station out of service while 
also not providing our firefighters with 
the opportunity to train as a team for their 
response to structure or other fires.

The new site is large enough to house 
a training facility and serve as a site for a 
future fire station (the nearest fire station 
to this site is approximately 4 miles away). 
This training facility was initially planned 
for the large parcel of land behind Station 
102, but that land was determined to be 
better suited for sale as commercial prop-

erty. While construction on the training fa-
cility is scheduled to begin in 2024, a new 
station would not be added to the location 
in the near future. Currently, a site at the 
corner of Leonard Blvd S and Owen Ave is 
in development for the next scheduled fire 
station, Station 107. New station sites are 
determined by call volume and identified 
needs within our Fire District.

The addition of a training facility within 
our community will also have a positive 
impact on our District’s ISO rating. ISO 
is an independent organization that pro-
vides communities and businesses with 
various rating and evaluation services 
throughout the United States. The pur-
pose of an ISO public protection survey 
is to gather information to determine a 
Public Protection Classification (PPC®), 
which insurers use for underwriting and 
to calculate premiums for fire insurance. 
The Lehigh Acres Fire Control and Rescue 
District (District) maintains a rating clas-
sification from ISO of PPC 3 for parcels and 
structures within five (5) road miles of a 
District fire station and PPC 10 for all par-
cels and structures that are located more 
than five (5) road miles from a District fire 
station. The rating scale created by ISO 

notes the best possible classification as a 
“1’, with “10” being the highest hazard risk 
rating.

The District’s long-term goal is to im-
prove our overall ISO rating to a 2 (two), 
which would be the best possible rating 
for our community. An important step to 
achieving this goal is to improve our train-
ing rating with the addition of a training 
facility inside the District. Additional in-
formation on our Public Protection Class 
rating can be found here on our website: 
https://bit.ly/LehighISO

Our District is currently experiencing an 
increase in new construction as well as a 
significant population increase. Within 
the last ten (10) years, the District has 
seen our overall call volume increase from 
10,534 in 2013 to 16,746 responses in 
2022, an increase of almost 59% in less 
than ten (10) years.

Our community acknowledged the need 
for additional services in Lehigh Acres 
when they voted in favor of a referendum 
to modify our District’s fire assessment in 
2020. Just as was planned in 2020 with 
the adjustment of the assessment, a new 

station is being completed every 3 years. 
The addition of Station 106 has already 
had a positive impact on response times 
to brush fires in its area as well as across 
the District. Through responsible strategic 
planning, our current assessment model 
will continue to support future funding as-
sociated with the predicted growth.

The community of the Lehigh Acres Fire 
District is rapidly growing, and we are com-
mitted to continually improving the qual-
ity of emergency services delivered to its 
citizens. As we continue to grow together, 
we are honored to serve in a manner that 
reflects our core values; Excellence, Safety, 
Valor, Integrity, and Dedication.

Have you ever had something hap-
pen out of the blue that seemed light it 
was meant to happen. Some would call 
it coincidence. Terry and Melissa Bar-
ris would call it divine intervention. This 
is what happen to them after a shopping 
trip in preparation of Hurricane Ian. A Le-
high native, Melissa, was surprised when 
Terry turn down the wrong street and saw 
a for sale sign. The Couple was shopping 
around for a half an acre had stumbled 
upon a acre for the same price. The im-
mediately called the seller and the Barris 
Park was born. 

Believed to be divine intervention 
because the next day Hurricane Ian de-

stroyed the for sale sign  making notice to 
the public impossible. 

BARRIS PARK is committed to provid-
ing the community with a beautiful and 
serene acre for their most memorable 
moments. We provide our guests with an 
acre of spacious blank canvas to create the 
perfect setting for their special day. The 
private park is a safe and family-oriented 
atmosphere for all ages, with hours of 
fun to enjoy. Our private park is large and 
surrounded by a richly wooded area to 
provide ample space for your crowd in a 
secluded area away from the hustle and 
bustle of the city. Ideal for weddings, birth-
day parties, graduations, anniversaries or 

family gatherings etc. Convenient parking 
is available. 

The Barris’ enjoy offering several free 
events through the year most of them for 

children including this month Truck or 
Treat on October 28, 2023. 

Visit www. barrispark.com for more in-
formation.

Photo: Map Of Parcel For New Facility

Join Us At Barris ParkJoin Us At Barris Park
October 28th, 4pm-8pmOctober 28th, 4pm-8pm

FREE FOOD, DRINKS & FUN!
BEST COSTUME PRIZE! BRING FAMILY & FRIENDS!
1017 Glenn Ave ∙ Lehigh Acres ∙ BarrisPark.com

HALLOWEEN TRUNK OR TREAT



The Club at Renaissance in Fort Myers 
will host “The Autumn Classic” golf tour-
nament Thursday, Oct. 26 with a shotgun 
start at 1 p.m.

Proceeds will support critical care needs 
within Golisano Children’s Hospital’s pedi-
atric neurosurgery program. The new pro-
gram, a collaboration with Johns Hopkins 
All Children’s Hospital, will help diagnose 
and treat children with diseases of the 
brain, spine and nerves. These services will 
allow children who have neurological con-
ditions that require surgery to receive that 
high level of care at Golisano Children’s 
Hospital instead of traveling outside of the 
area to larger cities, like Miami or St. Pe-
tersburg, reducing stress on the child and 
their family. 

Participants in the tournament will re-

ceive a first-class day on the champion-
ship-level private course at The Club at 
Renaissance, gourmet lunch and dinner 
buffets as well as on-course beverages, live 
entertainment and the opportunity to par-
ticipate in live and silent auctions featuring 
dining experiences, trips and travel, airline 
certificates and high-value sports memora-
bilia.

Longtime friend to Golisano Children’s 
Hospital, World Champion Major League 
Baseball retired pitcher Derek Lowe will 
headline the event and serve as a sponsor. 
Jaguar LandRover of Fort Myers will be the 
Classic’s exclusive automotive sponsor and 
provide a hole-in-one prize. 

Single golf slots are $275, with foursomes 
available at $1,000. Tickets for dinner and 
the auction are $75. Business sponsorships 

and hole signs are also available. The tour-
nament is expected to sell out, and space 
can be reserved by calling 239-343-6076 or 
visiting LeeHealthFoundation.org/Renais-
sance by Oct. 16.

For information on the new Johns Hop-
kins medical partnership, visit LeeHealth.
org/Our-Services/Pediatric-Neurosurgery.

ABOUT GOLISANO
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Established by Lee Health in 1994, Gol-
isano Children’s Hospital of Southwest 
Florida has been named a “Top Hospital” 
three times by The Leapfrog Group. It is the 
only recognized children’s hospital between 
Tampa and Miami. Lee Health opened the 
new 134-bed Golisano Children’s Hospital 
in May 2017, relocating the children’s hos-

pital from the adjacent HealthPark Medical 
Center. It includes comprehensive pediat-
ric services including a 24-hour pediatric 
emergency department, hematology-on-
cology unit, milk lab, Regional Perinatal In-
tensive Care Center, and Level II and Level 
III NICU with 70 private rooms. Golisano 
Children’s Hospital is proud to have been 
named Soliant’s 2018 Most Beautiful Hos-
pital in the U.S., a recognition determined 
by popular vote. Since 2019, Golisano Chil-
dren’s Hospital has been a proud member 
hospital of the Children’s Miracle Network. 
For more information, visit GolisanoChil-
drensSWFL.org.
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CANERIMPACTWINDOWS.COM
LICENSE #CGC1530091

WE’RE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT CANER IMPACT WINDOWS 
& DOORS IS A CERTIFIED “MY SAFE FLORIDA” CONTRACTOR 

WHAT IS THE “MY SAFE FLORIDA 
HOME” PROGRAM?

This 2022 program was created by the State of Florida 
to provide incentives to homeowners so that they can 

strengthen their Florida homes against hurricanes.
Homeowners are encouraged to make an application for 

a complete home hurricane inspection. This inspection 
identifies elements of the home’s construction that 
could be improved to strengthen the home against 
future storm damage. All inspections provided to 

eligible homeowners AT NO COST to the homeowners. 

WHO BENEFITS?
Owners of a site-built, single-family, residential 

home, or townhouse who are deemed eligible per 
the inspection are awarded a monetary incentive to 

improve their homes. 
The state will provide $2 for every $1 paid towards 

authorized mitigation projects (up to ⅔ of the project 
cost or $10,000). Additionally, there is NO STATE SALES 

TAX on impact-resistant doors, garage doors, and 
windows until June 30th, 2024.

OTHER BENEFITS OF ADDING 
STORM PROTECTION 

By participating in the program, the home’s insurance 
premiums may lower, and the value of the property may 
increase. After a major storm like Hurricane Ian, buyers 

are looking for homes that are safer and give them 
peace of mind. 

This program will help make Florida homes more 
protected and will increase curb appeal, which means 

more sales for you at a higher dollar amount.

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE?
Look into these incredible benefits at 

www.mysafeflhome.com. 
Check us out at www.canerimpactwindows.com or 

call us at 239.722.4601.

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Remember, you can earn a referral fee of up to $500 
for every closed sale. There is NO limit to the number 

of referrals you can send. Ask about our available 
Wholesale Contractor Amounts!

Call Us Today for Your FREE CONSULTATION

239.722.4601 
info@canerimpactwindows.com

The Club At Renaissance To Host ‘The Autumn Classic’
The Golf Tournament Will Provide Funding For Golisano Children’s Hospital 
Pediatric Neurosurgery Program Submitted By Tiffany Whitaker

VISIT  www.EASTLEENEWS.com
FOR MORE  INFORMATIONAL &

GREAT STORIES FROM THE AREA!



My daughter has a saying that always makes 
me laugh, “Don’t talk about it, be about it.” It’s 
her version of “put your money where your 
mouth is” or “just do it.” I think it’s about “ac-
tions speaking louder than words.” Action. In 
my line of work, I have found that “action” is 
the bridge between procrastination and pro-
ductivity. It’s a difference between failure and 
success. It’s what builds self-confidence and 
the only way to guarantee momentum for 
your personal goals, passion projects, and life 
in general! With all the benefits of active ac-
tion-taking, why do so many of us choose in-
action despite our responsibilities and goals? 

Could it be we all suffer through a little 
process called “activation energy?” In chem-
istry and physics, activation energy is the 
minimum energy that is required to activate 
atoms or molecules to a condition in which 
they can undergo chemical transformation. 
In psychology, it’s the concept that it takes 
enormous energy just to start something. In 
other words, the hardest thing about doing 
anything is just getting started. After the ini-
tial start-up phase, it (whatever it is) actually 
becomes easier to maintain; this is what we 
call getting into the flow, keeping the mo-
mentum going. It is also noteworthy to know 
that there are two types of action-takers (de-
pending on your personality and/or personal 
experiences). They are called “The Dreamer 
and “The Planner”. These styles may indicate 
what is really stopping you from taking ac-
tion toward your life goals and passion proj-
ects. By discovering your style, you will also 
get to understand what kind of action most 
resonates with you, what actions you should 

be taking, and how they impact your goal.  So 
which one are you? 

THE DREAMER 
AND THE PLANNER

If you are The Dreamer, chances are you 
have lofty goals and are always talking about 
what you are going to do. You have plen-
ty of grand and elaborate ideas of what you 
can achieve, but the problem is you have no 
specific plan to make it happen. The dreamer 
may spend more time conceptualizing than 
actually plotting out a viable plan of action 
to get there. Sadly, because of this, she may 
never fully realize her dreams. If this is you, 
please pay close attention to Quick Wins; this 
section is for you. 

If you are The Planner, on the other hand, 
you may have many ideas and small/short 
goals that you have set for your big dream, 
but then you create so many to-do lists and 
little tasks that you end up overwhelming 
yourself with momentum paralysis and ac-
complish nothing. In short, the planner is so 
prone to lose sight of the big picture that she 
no longer sees the forest for the trees; like a 
deer in headlights, she freezes up and does 
nothing. If this is you, please read on to Mas-
sive Actions; this section is for you. 

QUICK WINS AND 
MASSIVE ACTIONS

If you are a dreamer, then quick wins could 
mean the difference between success and fail-
ure. Notice I use the word “failure,” but failure 

only occurs when you give up. For someone 
like you  who only sees the big picture; small, 
quick ones are integral to your success so you 
won’t give up. 

So here are the rules to the Quick Wins 
game. Make a decision to do something to-
wards your goal every day. Make sure you 
choose to work on something you feel you 
are already good at but just need to tweak 
or grow in. This way, you will feel stretched 
out of your comfort without losing all sense 
of confidence. Don’t overthink it, just do it! 
Your brain will always try to talk you out of 
doing the very thing that will push you for-
ward.  Don’t give in to it; just take your step! 
Make sure you write the task down. Making 
a list and checking it off will allow you to see 
that you’re actually making headway and 
will go a long way to ensure that you stay on 
course. Quick wins over time can empower, 
motivate, and develop confidence in yourself 
and competence in your skills. Lastly, quick 
wins set you up for big action steps that you 
will still have to take at some point. But if you 
can see yourself achieving the small wins, you 
will be more likely to attempt a bigger score 
when the time comes.

Now let’s talk about immediate massive 
action. If you’re a planner and usually get 
caught up in all the small details, immediate, 
massive action can really work for you. Be-
cause massive action steps will propel you to-
ward your goal in such a big way, you will feel 
as if you’re making big strides, which you are! 

So here’s how it works: You’ve got to make 

a decision. Massive action only works when 
you have decided to take a bold step toward 
your goal or your passion project. Decide 
on the step and then quickly take action. At 
this point, you may still be feeling the over-
whelming temptation to shrink back after all; 
this is a massive action step but push past this 
and just do it! Consider your massive action 
proof positive that you are committed to your 
goal. A massive action step will require you 
to know that you know this is how you want 
to spend your time, energy, and/or resources. 
This may look like investing money in your 
business; it could be investing in a mentor for 
your personal growth or even making a pub-
lic announcement about an upcoming event. 

Massive actions always create account-
ability. If you have invested resources in a 
course, you are likely to finish the course and 
do well. This is why universities and good 
coaching programs are worth the price of the 
tuition. If you advertise that you’re having a 
grand opening and now have people looking 
forward to attending, you are more likely to 
make sure you follow through. Your actions 
have made you accountable. Once you’ve 
done it, just rinse and repeat; the more mas-
sive steps that you take and the bigger they 
get, the better the result is in the long term. 
Keep going! 

So, whether you are a dreamer or a plan-
ner, the only way to move forward is just to 
start. Remember, if nothing changes, nothing 
changes. Your steps don’t need to be perfect; 
they just need to be taken. You will figure it 
out as you keep moving. AND... Action!
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A Call To “Action” By Alex Moffett

Home Flood Auto Motorcycle Boat

All Your Insurance Needs Under One Roof

2 LOCATIONS
to Better Serve you!

The Smith & Mitchell Agency

Give us a call or visit us online for a FREE Quote
on your Home, Auto, or Flood Insurance.

9230 Daniels Parkway,
Fort Myers, FL 33912

1205 Piper Blvd
Naples, FL 34110 

• Local, expert insurance counsel
• More choice in insurance companies
• True peace of mind
• Insurance the way it’s supposed to be

(239) 603-8200
 www.smithandmitchellagency.com

Tyler Smith, Agency Owner Chris Mitchell, Agency Owner

The insurance agency reinvented around you.®

Why pay Dealership prices when you can get the 
same Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

31 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.   //   ALL REPAIRS! MINOR TO MAJOR.    //   SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS.   //   LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED!

Front or Rear Brake Job
CARS

$235.00
TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs

$275.00

Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.
Disc brakes only. Rotors Included.
Offer expires 10/31/23

MV93177

Owner Michael StanekOwner Michael StanekOwner Michael StanekOwner Michael StanekOwner Michael Staneksame Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

$275
Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.

Owner Michael StanekOwner Michael Stanek

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a fi lter

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a fi lter

* Oil disposal additional cost

* Oil disposal additional cost

Synthetic Blend Oil Change

Full Synthetic Oil Change

$4099

$7099 239-851-5352

OPEN
Monday through Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

410 Leonard Blvd N. Unit 4
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 

The Craftie Ladies Fall Craft Sale
Submitted By The Craftie Ladies of St. John XXIII Catholic Church

Mark your calendars for The Craftie 
Ladies Fall Craft Sale! If you’ve been to 
one of our fairs before, you know we have 
a large variety of top quality, homemade 
items for sale, such as quilts, table run-
ners, jewelry, rosaries, hand-knitted and 
crocheted items, holiday decor, wreaths, 
scrubbies, rope bowls, pillowcases, baby 
items, pet toys, shell roses and so much 
more.

We have fabulous raffle baskets this 
year including a Dog Basket, a Cat Bas-
ket, an Evening in Paris basket, a Christ-
mas basket, a Santa basket, a Cookie 
basket, a Pamper Me basket, and others. 
the drawing will take place at 1 pm on 
Sunday, November 12, 2023.

Come and join us on Saturday, Novem-
ber 11th, 2023, from 9 am to 5 pm and 

Sunday,  November 12th, 2023, from 8 
am to 1 pm.

We hope to see you at our craft fair at 
St. John XXIII, located on Palomino Lane, 
just north of Daniels Parkway.  Stop by, 
have a chat, and just maybe you can get 
some early holiday shopping done!

ABOUT THE CRAFTIE LADIES

The Craftie Ladies came together 14 
years ago.  The group has grown to near-
ly 40 talented and dedicated women.  All 
proceeds go directly back into the com-
munity.  Just a few causes we donate to 
are: Verity, St. John XXXII Villas, Eva’s 
Closet, Veterans Blankets, ACT, and may 
more.

239-789-2533 | www.LifeLawPlanning.com | 5237 Summerlin Commons Blvd, Suite 109, Fort Myers, FL 33907 
Alina Gonzalez-Dockery, Esquire

YOUR FAMILY.  YOUR LEGACY. OUR MISSION.
Guardianship | Living Trusts

Estate Planning  | Wills | Probate
Family Law | Asset Protection



Since the advent of 
the internet, many of 
us tend to spend sig-
nificant time shop-
ping, entertaining 
ourselves and socializ-

ing online. Groceries and necessities are 
delivered to our front door, communica-
tion is done via text or email and many 
of us are simply spending more time 
indoors.

The effects of these technologies have 
resulted in a loss of interpersonal com-
munication between neighbors and a re-
duction in community involvement.

A good number of us know little about 
our neighbors, are unable to recognize 
them when outside of our communities/
developments and pay little attention to 
the everyday activities that occur near 
and around our homes.

These “new” behaviors are detrimen-
tal to neighborhood security as they of-
ten allow suspicious activities to go un-
noticed. Additionally, it makes it difficult 
to ensure the well-being of elders living 
nearby.

With over 1200 square miles (inclu-

sive of waterways) and over 800,000 
residents, the eyes and ears of our com-
munity members are an enormous com-
ponent of public safety and depended 
upon by law enforcement agencies!

Knowing and interacting with your 
neighbors, periodically gazing out of 
your windows, checking on senior resi-
dents who tend to be more vulnerable 
and paying closer attention to persons 
and vehicles entering and exiting your 
neighborhood make for a more secure 
and amicable community.

Sharing concerns with local law en-
forcement has allowed us to keep our 
paradise safe.

Sheriff Carmine Marceno reminds all 
Lee County residents to “See it, say it, 
make the call!”

ROADWAY SAFETY

In addition to traffic operations in 
other areas of Lee County, our Traffic 
Unit continues to work diligently, at all 
hours, in response to complaints related 
to reckless speeding in and around our 
East District.

Over the last thirty-day period, 36 traf-
fic operations have been devoted spe-
cifically to the State Road 82, Gateway 

Boulevard, Griffin Drive, Treeline Park-
way and Daniels Parkway roadways. 

The operations have resulted in the 
issuing of violations, the impounding of 
vehicles and in arrests.

The enforcement of traffic laws is 
a priority and we continue to receive 
complimentary notifications regarding 
a dramatic reduction in roadway noise, 
speeding and reckless driving in the 
aforementioned areas.

Photo: 
Mike Welch
Let Us Hear From You!
Contact Us At:
voicesoflehigh@gmail.
com

Photo: Sheriff Carmine 
Marceno, Lee County 
Sheriff

Photo: Group Of People Support Unity Arm Around Together

hair | nails | waxing | packages | gift certificates
Amy | Debbie | Brandy | Brittany | Kelly

11300 Lindbergh Blvd, #108 (Next to Norman Love)

www.trendsetters� .com 239.768.6861

Season of Changes

Sheriff Marceno 
writes a poignant ar-

ticle for this month regarding reaching 
out to our neighbors and the continuing 
work of the Lee County Sheriff ’s Office 
on roadway safety in Eastern Lee County.

Since the advent of the internet 
many of us spend our time in our own 
spheres and generally know little about 
our neighbors and everyday activities 
around our homes.  This often leads 
residents vulnerable to criminal activ-
ity around their neighborhoods.  The 
“watch” of a neighborhood for bad actors 
and for helping our seniors is a valuable 
tool for the safety of us all.  This really 
comes to mind during natural disasters 

such as Ian when services are strained 
the need for neighbors to come together.  
I hope you enjoy the Sheriff ’s article.  Re-
member: “See it, say it, make the call!”

As we approach the Holiday Season 
Major Brenda of the Salvation Army – 
Lehigh Service Center reaches out to us 
as end of the year activities are in full 
preparation.  There are several needs 
in our community from Angel Tree giv-

ing to pantry needs as well as the need 
for bell ringers for the Christmas Red 
Kettle Campaign.  Please read the article 
and give Major Brenda a call at 239-491-
0671.

The Salvation Army Service Center is 
located at the Lehigh Towne Centre, 25 
Homestead Road N.  #42.

Staying Prepared For The Remainder Of Hurricane Season – 
“See It, Say It, Make The Call!”

Reaching Out, Being Neighborly And Addressing Roadway 
Safety In Our East District

08WWW.EASTLESSNEWS.com
SEPTEmbER 2023

By Sheriff Carmine Marceno

By Mike Welch

Get what you’re looking for at
 LIFESBASICQUESTIONS.COM

L O O K I N G  F O R

ANSWERS?



Can you believe Christmas is only two 
months away!! Where has the time gone 
this year. But, before we reach Christ-
mas, we have Thanksgiving to celebrate. 
We need your help. We would love to be 
able to supply a few families with the 
necessary food items for a wonderful 
Thanksgiving dinner. If you can help us 
with that, we would appreciate canned 
goods such as, green beans, yams, corn, 
mixed vegetables, beans, jars of gravy. 
We need dry goods as well, such as, 
dressing mix, Instant potatoes, mac & 
cheese, pasta, muffin/cornbread mix, or 
anything else you might like to share. It 
would be great to provide some sort of 
meat, ham, chicken, pork, beef. If you are 
one of the blessed families to know that 
you will be able to provide dinner for 
your family, that is wonderful. However, 
we have so many families that aren’t in 
that position and need our help. We are 
asking our community to step up and 
help us help those who aren’t as fortu-
nate. If you are able to help in any way, 
you can bring your items to our office 
any day of the week, Monday – Friday 
9:00 to 12:00 and 1:00 to 4:00. We all 
have so much to be thankful for and 
will be doubly blessed as we share with 
those who need a little help.

Christmas!!! We at The Salvation 
Army are already in Christmas mode. 
As stated above, we would  like to help 
families with food for Christmas dinner 
and would appreciate any help that you 
are able to provide. We will be helping 
make the faces of little children light up 

on Christmas morning with gifts under 
the tree!! If you have children 12 years 
old and younger and are in need of as-
sistance providing toys and food for 
your family, you can go online starting 
Monday September 25 through Friday 
September 29. You will need to register 
in order to receive assistance. Make sure 
you don’t miss out on those dates. Once 
the site is closed on the 29th, you will no 
longer be able to register. You will need 
to go online at: SAangeltree.org

 BELL RINGING !!  We will begin tak-
ing applications for those who are inter-
ested in Ringing Bells for our Christmas 

Red Kettle program. You may stop by 
our office Monday through Friday 9:00 
to 12:00 and 1:00 to 4:00 to pickup your 
application. We will have our HR hiring 
Day on Friday, October 27th at 10:00 am 
at our office on Homestead Rd N. You 
will want to be here for this event if you 
are interested in being a Bell Ringer this 
season. It is a fun time when you ring the 
bell!! You bring joy to those who pass by 
your kettle and it in turn will brighten 
your day as well. So, come be a part of 
fun Bell Ringer Team. Be sure you have 

your ID and Social Security card with 
you when you come to apply. We look 
forward to a great Christmas season and 
need your help to make that happen.

We are located at: The Salvation Army 
Service Center (Lehigh Town Center 
Mall/behind Joe’s Café) 25 Homestead 
Rd N #42  (33936) | 239-491-0671 

 We wish you all a wonderful holiday 
season and pray God’s richest blessings 
on you and your family.

Photo: Salvation Army Bell Ringers

The General Woman’s Club of Le-
high Acres will had their first meeting 
of the 2023-2024 season on Friday, 
September 15th at 12 (noon) with a 
potluck, at their new meeting loca-
tion, RISE Christian Church@ 50 Bell 
Blvd. North, Lehigh Acres. (PLEASE 
NOTE NEW MEETING LOCATION)

The General Woman’s Club of Le-
high Acres is a non-profit organiza-
tion. The club has been in existence 
since 1961 and whose mission is to 
bring together, women of diverse 
backgrounds, and of all ages, and to 
provide opportunities for them to 
help themselves and others grow 
through humanitarian and social 
events.

The club meets the third Friday of 
the month at 1 pm, at the RISE Chris-
tian Church. Our calendar year is 
September through May. We provide 
scholarships and donate to local or-
ganizations (such as Hope hospice) 
as well as other Lehigh Community 
services.

The club’s largest event of the year 
is their annual fashion show, which 
this year will be held on March 9, 

2024, at the Pelican Preserve Coun-
try Club in Ft. Myers with fashions 
from Chico’s of Ft. Myers. All pro-
ceeds from the fashion show go to our 
scholarship fund, which is awarded to 
single parents from Lehigh Acres who 
have children living in their home and 
who have chosen to further their edu-
cation, and to better themselves and 
their children.

The General Woman’s Club always 
welcomes new members and encour-
ages anyone interested in joining the 
club to call our membership chair-
person Betty Smith at 239-850-6617.

QUARTERLY AUCTION

The General Woman’s Club of Lehigh 
Acres will hold their annual fall Quarter 
Auction on Saturday, October 21, 2023, 
at the Mugs N’ Jugs restaurant, at 5512 
- 8th Street W, Lehigh Acres -Noon to 
3:00 pm.

Food and Drink will be available for 
purchase through Mugs N’ Jugs. Auc-
tion paddles are $3.00 each or 2 for 
$5.00. All proceeds from this fundrais-
er will go directly back into the Lehigh 
Acres Community.

Greetings From Your Local Salvation Army Service Center!  

General Woman’s Club of 
Lehigh Acres

Don’t Fear The Ghost
This HAlloween!

Mozzarella, pepperoni, ricotta, one dried ghost chili 
pepper, and a side container of ground ghost chili 

pepper.  Use carefully or prank a friend!

USA Caputo Cup Champions
 1st Place -“Non-Traditional”- Twice!

239.313.5155 • FINEFOLKPIZZA.COM
11300 LINDBERGH BLVD, SUITE 114 • FORT MYERS

        Call It In     Order OnlineOR

One Slice, a Pepperoni Roll, and a soft drink | 7
This is our #1 combo for a reason!

Two Slices and a soft drink | 9
Who doesn’t like more of a good thing?

One Slice, a House Salad, and a soft drink | 11
Upgrade to a premium salad for $1 more.

One 12”  Two Topping Pizza and a soft drink | 13
Specialty Pies add $3 more.

One 14”  Two Topping Pizza and a soft drink | 16
Specialty Pies add $3 more.

#1

#2

#3

#4

#5

CHECK OUT OUR

LUNCH SPECIALS!
Available for Dine-In , Pickup or Delivery (Minimum $20)
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INVITES YOU
TO JOIN US

NETWORKING AT ITS FINEST
The SWFL Business Network invites you to two of our 
Networking meals. Breakfast or Lunch, your choice!

Weekly Wednesday Lunch 
Connection Meeting

Every Wednesday 
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
(Meeting starts at noon)

BEEF O’BRADY’S
2514 Santa Barbara Blvd

Cape Coral, FL 33914 

Weekly Friday Breakfast 
Connection Meeting

Every Friday 
7:30 AM to 9:30 AM

(Come and go as you please)

European-American Bakery
12450 Metro Pkwy

Fort Myers, FL 33966

SECOND FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
12:00PM TO 1:30PM

BEEF O’BRADY’S CAPE CORAL
2514 SANTA BARBARA BLVD

CAPE CORAL, FL 33914 

NETWORK, SOCIALIZE, AND
CONNECT WITH THE PROFESSIONAL 

WOMEN OF THE COMMUNITY. 

MEETING IS FREE - PLUS THE COST OF LUNCH

WWW.SWFLBUSINESSNETWORK.COM   239-470-5611

By Connie Puzevic

By Major Brenda Lane

The Montage Women’s Club is a 
social and philanthropic club open 
to all women residing in Lee County.  
We meet on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at The Club at Pelican 
Preserve, 9802 Pelican Preserve Blvd, 
Fort Myers 33913 (community entry 
off Treeline Avenue between Colonial 
Blvd and Daniels Pkwy).   

Activities begin at 10:30 a.m. with a 
short social period, a business meet-
ing at 11:15 a.m., followed by lunch 
at Noon, and normally an informative 
speaker program, ending at 2:00 p.m.   
Within the organization are various 
interest groups for members’ partici-
pation.   Membership is open to both 
year-round and seasonal residents.   
We welcome you to visit Montage for 
a luncheon. 

Our next meeting will be held 
Thursday, October 26, and our 
planned speaker will be Karen Gas-
ton, Director of Business Develop-
ment, Wings of Shelter.  Wings is a 
nonprofit organization with three 
safe homes here in SW Florida.  Wings 
is a long term residential human sex 
trafficking ministry safe home for mi-

nor aged young female rescues, and 
they are licensed through the Florida 
State Foster Care Program and vet-
ted through the FBI, Homeland Secu-
rity, and Witness Protection Program.  
Ms. Gaston will share the reality of 
sex trafficking being right under our 
noses without us having knowledge 
of the dire  situation. 

 
Luncheon fee is $28.00 and the 

planned regular menu will be creamy 
grits with grilled chicken, andouille, 
tomato with a spicy sauce, green on-
ion, and asparagus and yummy bread 
pudding.  The plant based / vegan 
entree option will be vegan grits with 
vegan sausage, beluga lentils, mush-
rooms, tomato with a spicy sauce, 
green onion, and asparagus and veg-
an bread pudding.   Fresh rolls and 
butter are always served.

 
If you would like to attend a Mon-

tage meeting, need further informa-
tion, or would like to make a reserva-
tion, please call Rita Artwohl at (239) 
703-7787.   Reservations cut-off to at-
tend this meeting is Noon, Thursday, 
October 19. 

Montage Women’s Club
By Rita Artwohl



HAIR • MASSAGE • FACIAL • NAILS • WAXING • AND MORE

SPA & BEAUTY SALON
GatewayMiniSpa.com

L O O K

T H I S  H A L L O W E E N
BOO-TIFUL
BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT

(239) 561-1150
13120 Westlinks Terrace, Suite #9
Fort Myers, FL 33913

The East Lee County News is a monthly publication for the residents in its distribution area.  We utilize material contributed 
by the readers, organizations, and public relations professionals as a reporting service only.  The East Lee County News is 
not responsible for inaccuracies or errors that may be contained in such material. Articles are printed in as timely a fashion 
as deadlines allow and on a space available basis.  Goods or services advertised within this publication are not endorsed, 
warranted or guaranteed by the East Lee County News, LLC. Submissions: You may submit your piece to the newspaper to 
consider for publication. All submissions must be made in a modifiable computer file and emailed to: press@eastleenews.
com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com. The submissions must include your name, full residential address (no post office boxes), 
your telephone number, your occupation and a short description of your background. By transmitting your piece to press@
eastleenews.com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com you agree to the following Copyright Statement: I have not submitted this 
writing to any other publication. I have used my own words and ideas in this writing and agree that the newspaper may edit my 
writing for publication, redistribution and commercial rights to my writing without royalty or other compensation.
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HALLOWEEN - WORD SEARCH

More To Celebrate!More To Celebrate!
Dates & descriptions provided by www.holidayinsights.com

Halloween - Word Search
Don't be spooked. No ghosts were harmed when we created this word search. The words in 
this word search are hidden across, down, and diagonally, with backwards.
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October 6    Mad Hatter Day  
 Mad Hatter Day is a great day to be silly and celebrate silliness. The Mad 
Hatter is a fictional cartoon character depicted in Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. The Mad Hatter is always acting silly. On Mad Hatter Day, it 
is only fair and fitting to act a little silly yourself. So, grab yourself a top 
hat, and have a a very silly Mad Hatter’s Day! 

October 17     National Pasta Day 
On National Pasta Day choose your favorite pasta shape, there’s over 
600 of them, add your favorite sauce, and chow down! For many of us, 
the first sauce that comes to mind is red tomato spaghetti sauce. To 
celebrate this special day, it doesn’t matter what sauce you use. All that is 
important, is that you use pasta noodles. 
 

October 25     International Artist Day  
Artists of all kinds are celebrating around the world today, as it is 
International Artist Day. On this day, we can and should honor and 
recognize all of the artists who enrich our lives and society in so many 
ways. It is important to recognize the contributions of artists around the 
world.

October 27     Black Cat Day
Black cats are considered a symbol of the Halloween holiday. Therefore, 
it is only fitting the we celebrate Black Cat Day today. Said to bring bad 
luck, but that isn’t the truth. Black cats are sweet and loving like any 
other cat. So today, hug your black cats and let them know you love them.

October 29     Frankenstein Friday 
Frankenstein Friday celebrates the birth of Frankenstein and its creator. 
Frankenstein is one of the best known horror characters, dating back to 
the 1800’s. We can’t imagine the Halloween season without the presence 
of Frankenstein, lurking somewhere in the darkness.
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IS IT TIME TO REVIEW
YOUR WEBSITE?

OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!

PARADISECREATIVEGROUP.COM

12801 COMMERCE LAKES DR
SUITE#26
FORT MYERS, FL 33913  

Full-Service Marketing 
and Advertising on Sanibel, 
Ft. Myers Beach in Fort 
Myers & Lehigh Acres, FL 239.908.4581

CALL US FOR YOUR STORM 
REPLACEMENT NEEDS

Quality Work and Affordable Prices
Serving Lehigh Acres Since 1989

Jim
(239) 940-2074

CALL US FOR YOUR STORM 
REPLACEMENT NEEDS

Quality Work and Affordable Prices
Serving Lehigh Scres Since 1989

Jim
(239) 940-2074

LIC #AW000020

• Entryway
• Screen Rooms
• Pool Enclosures
• Garage Screens
• Soffits
• Siding Gutters
• Storm Protection LIC #AW000020

• Entryway
• Screen Rooms
• Pool Enclosures
• Garage Screens
• Soffits
• Siding Gutters
• Storm Protection

financialsbythenumbers.com

JOSHUA BENSON
CEO + President

813-598-4814
joshua@financialsbythenumbers.com

BOOKKEEPING
 ACCOUNTING

PAYROLL SERVICES
CASH MANAGEMENT

SCREEN MACHINE
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED!

(239)898-3528

FREE
ESTIMATE!

CALL FOR YOUR

Bringing You 20 Years of Experience!

SCREEN REPAIR SPECIAL

8

Licensed & Insured

5 6

(239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com

Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The
Forum, Buckingham And Most Of Lehigh

4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

DELIVERY
PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT

11:00am-10:00pm
(239) 491-2203

Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

Wealth | Investments | Freedom

YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS.
Acquire Or Build Your Own Franchise To Gain Unlimited Earning Potential.

(239) 470-5611   |   FRANCHISEINFLORIDA.COM
INFO@FRANCHISEOPPORTUNITIESFL.COM

Personalized service
Long term support
EXPERT MARKETING SERVICES

BUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCEBUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCE
EXCLUSIVE franchisor toolsEXCLUSIVE franchisor tools
ACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATAACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATA

“We will match you with a franchise that works for you and guide
you through the steps to achieve your goals, from the

purchasing phase to marketing.”
-Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant

how we can help YOU:how we can help YOU:

call for a free consultation!

CAC1819960

www.AlliedAir.biz

COMPETITIVE PRICING

COMFORT CLUB
FAST SERVICE

34 YEARS EXPERIENCE

 Call For A
Maintenance Check

On Your Ac Today!
HVAC service . diagnostics

repairs . replacements
commercial/residential

Call us at
(239) 217-4111

or email us at
INFO@AlliedAir.Biz

REQUEST SERVICE

YOU’RE INVITED!

Optional $10/month and $30/month memberships available.

Join us for FREE networking!
2 Opportunities a Week!

Form and maintain strong relationships 
with other local businesses, and get quality 

referrals from one another.

Arrive and depart anytime.

WEDNESDAYS
12:00pm-1:00pm

Beef O’Brady’s
2514 Santa Barbara Blvd, Cape Coral, FL 33914 

FRIDAYS
7:30am-9:00am

European American Bakery
12450 Metro Pkwy, Fort Myers, FL 33966

BUSINESS
BILLBOARD

To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611

Ask
About Our
$99 Specials!

Quality Service
Guaranteed

Licensed
& Insured

MATTHEW RYAN   
Owner (239) 645-9834

FREE ESTIMATES

Music & Event Hall

www.Ter-Tinis.com
239-344-6147

1901 Crystal Drive, Fort Myers, FL, 33907

Dinner Shows  .  Private Events
Seminars  .  Banquets

Holiday Events  .  Weddings

FENCE 1 CORP.

Pedro Fuentes
Owner

Se Habla Español

Chain Link
Wood
Metal/Privacy
Ornamental
Vinyl

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Licensed & Insured

239-303-2624
fence_1@aol.com
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WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!

LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

239-369-5892

C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Telephone 239-369-5892
RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com 

• SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY

• A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT 
WORKS FOR YOU

• LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT 
REASONABLE RATES — NO SURCHARGE

• A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH 
MONTHLY STATEMENTS & CHECKS

• END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF 
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU

Shellie Vahue
Property Manager

BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION... There are many new construction 
homes being built but this one definitely stands out from them all. The 
attention to detail is obvious from the moment you first enter this 4 
bedroom 3 bath custom home. Featuring three different ceiling heights 
from 10 feet to 15 foot grand front entrance, double tray ceilings (entry, 
dining room, mater bedroom), Crown Molding in main and master 
bedroom area, 5 inch baseboards throughout the home, 8 foot high 
doors, storm windows/doors, walk-in closets, custom tile in bathrooms, 
quartz countertops, glass backsplash, and so much more. The kitchen 
is a cooks dream, featuring plenty of quartz counter space, more than 
enough cabinets, and a spacious breakfast bar for morning coffee and 
breakfast. This home features a very large Master Bedroom with two 
walk-in closets, and a large Master bath featuring custom tile and a 
spacious walk-in shower. Another beautiful feature to this magnificent 
home is the Jr. Master suite with its own full bathroom. I could go on and 
on but this a home you have to see in person to understand the detail 
and time that was put into making this your Dream Home. Expected 
finish date is November 17, 2023.

Offered At ..................$464,985

4 BEDROOM 2 BATH CUSTOM
NEW CONSTRUCTION HOME

Popular Varsity Lakes Community, gated entrance, CENTRAL WATER 
AND SEWER and sidewalks, corner lot, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE 
ROOF IN 2018, new central heat and air in 2016 with upgraded ductwork, 
screen enclosed IN GROUND POOL with solar and electric heat pump, 
beautifully landscaped for privacy, excellent sunset views as well as 
views of the lake and birds etc from the lanai, papaya, banana trees 
& pineapple plants, screened front entryway, high ceilings throughout, 
plant shelves, wood plank porcelain tile floors, living room and dining 
room plus large eat in kitchen with nook area, GRANITE TOPS, breakfast 
bar and pantry, all appliances, newer faucet, indoor laundry room with 
washer/dryer and additional cabinets and storage, ACCORDION STORM 
SHUTTERS, spacious master bedroom with private master bath, newer 
dual vanities, mirrors and faucets, separate garden tub and walk in 
shower, walk in closets in every bedroom, guest bathroom has newer 
vanity, sink, commode, mirror and fixtures, auto irrigation system on a 
well, common playground area, excellent location just minutes to I-75 
and Ft Myers as well as schools within walking distance. A definite must 
see in a great community.

Offered At ..................$400,000
Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH POOL HOME
 IN POPULAR VARSITY LAKES 

Popular Pinewood Condominium located in the last phase of the 
development with stucco on the exterior and ceramic tile in the baths 
and showers, covered carport plus an enclosed Florida Room with all 
new vinyl windows, ceramic tile floors and built in storage cabinets, 
excellent location with the open park like setting in the rear with plenty 
of privacy, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2018, new “ULTRA DELUXE 
VINYL”’ flooring throughout the entire condo with a “tile like” look, eat 
in kitchen, newer thermal double hung insulated windows, mirrored 
wall in the living room, some furnishings will convey, stack washer and 
dryer in laundry area, walk in closet, quiet neighborhood atmosphere, 
walking distance to stores etc, 55+ community, pets OK with approval. 
NO flood insurance required here. Lehigh is the highest elevation in 
the Lee County.

Offered At ..................$142,900
Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

POPULAR PINEWOOD CONDO
WITH ENCLOSED FLORIDA ROOM

Louis Bonadies    239-218-5305    loub513@comcast.net

Realty World C. Bagans FirstRealty World C. Bagans First
239-369-5841 239-369-5841 

Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate 
Community Since 1979Community Since 1979

Se Habla EspañolSe Habla Español

Realty World InternationalRealty World International
#1 OFFICE#1 OFFICE

BUYERS BEWARE:
Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when 
you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge 
transaction fees. Please call Realty World and save some 
money at closing.

HOMES & CONDOS IN LEHIGH ARE  IN VERY HIGH DEMAND 
RIGHT NOW. IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING,

PLEASE CALL US TODAY.
LYNDA ELLINGTON - SOLD 64 HEATH ASTER LANE
There are few times that I am at a loss for words. This may be one of them. Charlie Bonacolta is the consummate 
professional. He was the real estate broker who sold me the home, then he became my seller’s agent. His 
resolve to get the job done with absolute minimum stress was reassuring. There is no one else who serves the 
community that I would have trusted with the sale. His depth of experience, his knowledge, his attention to 
detail, his positive nature, and his friendliness are paramount to a job of excellence. I would utilize this realty 
office over and over and I would hope to have Charlie as my agent. You will not be disappointed in Realty 
World.

TINA NUTTER & RYAN CARLSON - SOLD 3012 39TH ST. SW
Nick is extremely knowledgeable about the real estate business! He kept us updated at all times throughout 
the process. Nick was extremely nice and respectful, never pushy. Thank you Nick!

MARKET KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE, HONESTY & INTEGRITY

NICK BONACOLTA
239-887-0468

nbonacolta@gmail.com

CHARLIE BONACOLTA
239-994-1062

charlisold@gmail.com

Charlie 
Bonacolta

Broker/Salesman

“A House Sold Name”
239-994-1062

Nick Bonacolta

E-MAIL ADDRESS
Charlisold@gmail.com
www.charliesold.com

Salesman
E-MAIL ADDRESS

nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/ 
NickBonacoltaRW

239-887-0468
Charlie

Bonacolta
Nick

Bonacolta

Over 40 Years 
Combined Experience!

Realty World 
C. Bagans First 
30 Colorado Road 

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be 
charging you transaction fees when you 
purchase your home. Realty World does not 
charge transaction fees. Please call Realty 

World and save some money at closing.


