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Greater Lehigh Acres Development

Submitted By Butch Swank - butch@goodladandswank.com

Photo: Butch Swank,
President of Southwest
Florida Business Alliance;
Owner of Goodlad &
Swank Insurance, LLC

I received the infor-
mation below from John Talmage,
head of the Lee County Economic
Development office. Our South-
west Florida Business Alliance had
a luncheon recently, and John was
our keynote speaker. He went into
great detail about the abundance
of development, and literally, the
seventy business owners and man-
agers at the luncheon didn’t want
to leave because there was so much
great news to hear. So, please read
below, and I hope this news makes
your day like it did mine!

Lehigh Acres has seen an in-
creased level of activity over the
last three years. There are 38 ac-
tive developments within the Le-
high Acres Community Planning
district, which together represent
an upcoming 2,645,134 commer-
cial sq. ft., 438,400 industrial sq. ft.,
and 8,012 residential units. There
have been approximately 1,500
new residential structure permits
issued within the last six months to

begin construction in Lehigh Acres.

NOTABLE DEVELOPMENTS

IN THE PIPELINE: SR 82 &

BLACKSTONE CORPORATE
PARK

Planning of 576,400 SF of com-
mercial and 350,000 SF of indus-
trial space. Tibbetts Lumber Co.
Truss Plant Expansion: Six lots
totaling 8.5+ acres to allow for
truss assembly/storage expan-
sion. Savannah Lakes Expansion:
Mixed-use planned development
approved for 1,468 single-family
residential units and 100,000 SF of
commercial frontage along Home-
stead Road S. Sunniland Town Cen-
ter: Mixed-use planned develop-
ment approved for remaining 810
single-family residential units and
100,000 SF of commercial space.

Increased commercial activity
will benefit from the rapid pace of
residential infill development oc-
curring within the Lehigh Planning
District. New multi-family invest-
ments in the area represent over
1/3 of all new housing units be-
ing planned in Lehigh Acres. They
are expected to transform the area

from a historic bedroom commu-
nity with sparse small-scale retail
into a larger commercial hub with
increased employment opportuni-
ties, significant retail expansion,
and a higher presence of profes-
sional services being offered.

The early result of this growth
is witnessed by the rapid develop-
ment of many small-scale commer-
cial additions within the last two
years, such as a new Synovus Bank,
Panda Express, Waffle House, Dol-
lar General, Starbucks, Aspen Den-
tal, Rick Johnson Auto, three new
Self-Storage Facilities, and more.
Five new shopping plazas can be
found in various stages of planning,
attempting to consolidate lots for
future commercial development
along major roads within the cen-
ter of this large community.

Local services are also being ex-
panded, with Key Foodsand El Cora-
zon Supermarket recently opening
along Lee Blvd and Gunnery Road.
Lee County has purchased space
along Homestead Road to build of-
fice space for various government
services. Lee Tran is adding a Park
& Ride Facility, and local parks are

seeing expansion with new sport-
ing facilities and lands purchased.
The Lee County School District is
planning on adding a new technical
college in Lehigh Acres, joining the
Donna J. Beasly Technical Academy
to provide adult education oppor-
tunities.

The Alico Road Extension Capi-
tal Road Project, connecting Alico
Road to Sunshine Blvd., began in
2022 with a five-year completion
date. The 6,600+ acre Kingston De-
velopment to the immediate South
of Lehigh Acres is also expected
to completely change the eastern
landscape of the county, with the
project planning to build a ma-
jor arterial road connecting State
Road 82 to Corkscrew Road. The
aim of these projects is to connect
residents to major employment
centers, increase capacity for com-
mercial construction located ser-
vicing Lehigh Acres, and address
commuter times for the rapidly
growing community.

To get involved, contact the SWFL
Business Alliance at 239-470-5611
or go online at www.swflbusinessal-

liance.com. b

LirFe LAwW PLANNING

ey b plansing for e o funly

YOUR FAMILY. YOUR LEGACY. OUR MISSION.

-\

-

JOIN US AS WE HONOR OUR

% FOUNTAIN CREST VETERANS ¥

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9™ | 2:00PM

g

\ g* DONNA SUE DELISLE will be singing all the classic

patriotic tunes to honor our Veterens.

FOUNTAIN CREST g "\ Enjoy Refreshments, 50/50 raffle and door prizes!

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

FountainCrestRet.com |

RSVP: (239) 674-6585
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Four Schools Chosen as 2023 Special Olympics National
Banner Unified Champion Schools susmitted sy rob spicker

The School District of Lee County
is proud to announce three high
schools and one middle school have
been selected as a 2023 Special
Olympics National Banner Unified
Champion School. North Fort My-
ers High School was awarded its
second national banner, while Cape
Coral High School, Lehigh Senior
High School and Lehigh Acres Middle
School are receiving their first.

“We are absolutely thrilled to have
been honored as a Special Olympics
National Banner School,” said Cape
Coral high School Unified Sports Co-
ordinator Dr. Rob Gamache. “This
achievement holds special signifi-
cance for us, as it not only acknowl-
edges the outstanding efforts of our
Special Olympics athletes but also
underscores the culture of inclusiv-
ity we have fostered here at Cape
High. This accomplishment serves
as a true testament to the dedication
and unwavering commitment to in-
clusivity for all students that perme-
ates our school’s ethos.”

A National Banner Unified Cham-
pion School is one that has demon-
strated commitment to inclusion by
meeting 10 standards of excellence.
These standards were developed

by a national panel of leaders from
Special Olympics and the education
community. The primary activi-
ties within these standards include:
Special Olympics Unified Sports®
(where students with and without
disabilities train and compete as
teammates), inclusive youth leader-
ship and whole school engagement.
Banner Unified Champion Schools
should also be able to demonstrate
they are self-sustainable or have a
plan in place to sustain these activi-
ties into the future.

The students and staff at Lehigh
Senior have always been very lov-
ing and accepting of the diversity
we have in our school,” said Lehigh
Senior High School Athletics and
Activities Director Ernesto Adamo.
“Our Best Buddies club achieved Na-
tional Best Buddies Club of the year
for 2021-2022. Since then we have
added a Leadership buddies teams
and increased our Unified Sports to
7 different sports. We are currently
working on starting Lightning Lunch
Buddies. Our buddies club, student
leadership team and Unified Sports
participants are always looking for
new ways to better our school en-
vironment for all and honored we
are being recognized for our efforts

through achieving National Champi-
on Banner School for 2023! It takes
a team!”

The expectation of a National Ban-
ner Unified Champion School is that
the 10 standards are continuously
being met, year after year. To ensure
this sustainability, schools reap-
ply for banner status every 4 years.
North Fort Myers High School was
first honored in 2019.

“North Fort Myers High School is
honored to receive recognition as be-
ing a Special Olympics National Uni-
fied Champion School,” said North’s
Director of Athletics and Activities
Joe Bowen. “Having been recognized
in 2019 and again in 2023, it demon-
strates the continued commitment
to inclusive practices involving all
students in our Red Knight student
body. Students with and without dis-
abilities train and compete as team-
mates and work together to partici-
pate in activities including Unified
bowling, basketball, and track, along
with the Un-Knighted Club and Stu-
dent Government Association. We
are proud of our students and staff.”

Only 16 schools in Florida and 205
in the United States achieved this

Photos: (Top, Right to Left) - Leadership Conference, Cape United Track Team, Cape

Uff Regional Champs (D1)

Unified Flag Football | (2nd Row) - Cape Unified Basket Ball Team With Mariner |
(3rd Row) - Cape Unified Basket ball and Cheer Teams | (Bottom Row) - U Bowlers,

www.BUILDINGSWFL.coMm | 239-470-5611

Visit www.BuildingSWFL.com to sign up, or
call Katrina Salokar at 239-470-5611.

We'll gather together, network, say a blessing,
eat great food, and reflect on the year past!

Friday, November 17, 2023
Arrive as early as 11:30 AM « Lunch Served at 12:00

Mission BBQ
12984 S Cleveland Ave Fort Myers, FL 33907

Ticket Prices: $25 Per Person & You Must Bring a Raffle Item
$40, without Raffle Item

Event Tickets include networking, an entree of your choice,
non-alcoholic beverages, tax, and gratuity.

BUILDING INDUSTRY
ALLIANCE SWFL

status. After applying, schools were
reviewed first by program staff and
then by a national Certifying Body of
key educational leaders.

Lehigh Senior High School will cel-
ebrate its 2023 National Banner Uni-
fied Champion School award as part
of a pep rally on Thursday, October
26th.

Cape Coral High School will cel-
ebrate its 2023 National Banner
Unified Champion School award on
Friday, November 3rd at 9:15 a.m.
during their unified basketball game.
Mediaisinvited to attend. Cape Coral
High School is located at 2300 Santa
Barbara Blvd. in Cape Coral. Media
planning to attend is asked to please
RSVP to News@leeschools.net

North Fort Myers will celebrate its
2023 National Banner Unified Cham-
pion School award at a pep rally in
January. Lehigh Acres Middle is still
scheduling its celebration.

Mariner High School and Fort My-
ers High School were honored in
2022 as Special Olympics National
Banner Unified Champion Schools.
They will be able to reapply in 2026.

GREEN PRANDAR

ENERGY

Ready to Go Solar?
Cost Savings * Environmental Impact
Energy Independence

GO GREEN TODAY
Contact us for your FREE Energy Audit!

A Family-Owned Residential Solar Company

POWERED BY SOLUTIONS TO ENERGIZE YOUR FUTURE

888-PANDA9S - 888-726-3298
GREENPANDAENERGY.COM




BEACON SQUARE 2/2

Turnkey furnished!! Inside utility and screened
lanai. All set for year round living or to escape
the northern winter weather.

URSZULA GALEK 847-830-4722

ursularealtor@yahoo.com

.

$369 9oo

BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION!

Nestled on quiet dead end street features 3
bedrooms, 2 baths, kitchen has stainless steel
appliances, impact windows and 1856 sq ft of
living area.

ESPERENCIA CADET
espycadet@gmail.com

239-478-5492

'$389.900

SPACIOUS 3/2 POOL HOME

Featuring an open, airy design with lots of
natual light, vaulted ceilings and elegant dou-
ble door entry. Kitchen has custom cabinetry,
stylish backsplash, granite countertops and
much more!

JOAN BAAB
jbaabsells@aol.com

239-848-7603

BEAUTIFUL SALT WATER
POOL HOME

Pool and 4 bedrooms, perfect for your family.
Split bedrooms, extras galore, close to Lehigh
Middle School.

KAREN MAKOWSKI 607-259-9289
karenrealtor33905@gmail.com

RENTALS | THI

AVAILABLE
STARTING AT

*2,150

FOR A 3 BED, 2 BATH

CALL TODAY
239-491-3300

Contact us today for a

COLDWELL BANKER

YOUR SEARCH IS OVER

3 Bedroom 2 bath home with over 1700 sq.
ft. of living area. CBS home built in 2005. New
flooring throughout, solid surface counter-
tops and newer stainless steel kitchen appli-
ances.

DEBRA SHUMAN 239-770-0549

buyandsellflwv@gmail.com

$379,900

IMMACULATE 3/2

Shows like a model! Breathtaking landscap-
ing! Double pane windows througout the
house, fireplace for chilly winter nights. New

roof in 2023, new water heater in 2022, A/C
replaced in 2019. City water & sewer.

LUIS GONZALEZ
luisfgonzalez@yahoo.com

239-269-9931

F i TN e

$392,000 -

EXCEPTIONAL 3/2 +DEN
POOL HOME

Country Club Estates home features a Gener-
ac 2200K whole home generator with a 500
Eallon tank! Solar heated pool, canal front

ome with several fruit trees. Schedule your
showing today.

LAUREL WARD 863-234-3534
laurel.salesassociate@gmail.com

— e P

$439 900

MIRROR LAKES 3/2 POOL
HOME

No HOA, 13 miles from RSW Internatioal Air-
port. Split bedroom floor plan with separate
dining area and breakfast bar. Pool is solar
heated. A/C replaced in 2016.

PAUL JACOBS 239-371-1365
agentpauljacobs@gmail.com

WHAT IS YOUR
HOUSE WORTH?

analysis of your property.

NO OBLIGATION.
CALL TODAY

239-369-6161

*Based on 30 Year Fixed 5.5% FHA Mortgage with 3% Down
Payment. Payment Reflects Principle and Interest Only!

NKING OF SELLING?

market

PREFERRED PROPERTIES

$364 ooo S

WILLOW LAKE 3/2

Features 1768 sq ft under air and attached 2
car garage. Kitchen has quartz counter tops,
lighting under cabinets, bathrooms tastefully
updated, roof replaced 2016, new pool cage
in 2023.

ADELIA PIMENTEL
adeliaswfl@gmail.com

239-462-4053

BRAND SPANKING NEW!!

3/2 featuring tiled plank floors, impact rated
windows and doors, double entrance doors,
upgraded appliances, reverse osmosis system.
Don’t miss this one!

SANDRA ROMAN 239-850-2018

sandrarealsales@cs.com

$399,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION

3+ Den. Photos shown are from a similar
home that is complete. Large deluxe island
kitchen with quartz waterfall countertop, 24
x 24 tile throughout the home, 5" baseboards,
10’ ceilings & 8 doors and much more.

LAUREL LEVIS-DOYLE
llevisdoyle@gmail.com

315-719-2520

O ey i

POTENTIAL COMMERCIAL

Nicely updated 3/2. Includes detached 2 car
garage/workshop. Very spacious home, excel-
lent location.

LYNNE BRANTLEY
schirmer5@aol.com

AVAILABLE
LOTS FOR
SALE!

1/4 Acre Lots
from $15,000

1/2 Acre Lots
from $20,000

239-491-3300

1400 Homestead Road N. » 239-369-6161
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En Point For Excellence: Southwest Florida Premier Classical
Ballet School Inspires Passion And Talent ey ciaueia  Beyers

Fort Myers is home to a hidden
gem that has been enchanting resi-
dents and nurturing young talent
for over 20 years: Gulfshore Ballet.
This institution embodies the true
spirit of the arts, enriching the lives
of students and fostering the love for
ballet.

Gulfshore Ballet, our very own
not for profit ballet school, stands
as a testament to the dedication of
its founders and board members
who throughout the years have be-
lieved in the transformative power of
dance. It is a symbol of artistic excel-
lence in Southwest Florida.

EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH

With its non-for profit status Gulf-
shore Ballet offers financial assis-
tance to aspiring young dancers who
might not otherwise have the oppor-
tunity to learn and train in the art of
ballet.

DEDICATED INSTRUCTORS
AND EXCEPTIONAL
TRAINING

One of the core strengths of Gulf-
shore Ballet is its Artistic directors

[liana Lopez and Franklin Gamero.
who together were principal danc-
ers at Miami City Ballet for 20 years.
They along with the rest of the in-
structors are passionate about their
craft and take pride in passing their
knowledge and skills to the next gen-
eration. Students learn about the his-
tory, music and cultural significance
of ballet and most importantly, the
value of discipline, hard work, dedi-
cation and commitment. Students
become beautiful and dynamic danc-
ers.

LOOKING TO THE
FUTURE: BE A PART OF
SOMETHING SPECIAL

Gulfshore Ballet has made a signifi-
cant impact on our local community.
This local gem is nurturing the next
generation of dancers and, in doing
so, enriching the cultural awareness
of our community.

This is why the organization is
moving forward and is very excited
to announce the formation of Gulf-
shore Ballet Company. Bringing pro-
fessional dancers to the stage will
continue to evolve the landscape
of our community and will attract

many patrons to participate in more
enlightening cultural activities.

Our 2023/2024 season begins
with our annual performance of The
Nutcracker in collaboration with
the Gulf Coast Symphony at the Bar-
bara B Mann Performance Hall. It is
a highly anticipated performance
throughout the community and our
students eagerly look forward to
this event which utilize professional
scenery, costumes, lighting, sound
and stage crew. The Nutcracker this
year will be December 16th, at 2Zpm
and 7:30pm. Buy your tickets now at
bbmann.evenue.net for this amazing
Christmas tradition!

The next performance is Carmen
which will be March 7th, 2024 at
7pm. “Carmen” tells the passionate
and tumultuous tale of a free-spirit-
ed and seductive gypsy and her love
affairs. The ballet explores themes of
desire, jealously, and fate, set against
the backdrop of the vivid Spanish
landscape. This event will be held at
Cambier Park in Naples in a collabo-
ration with Opera Naples. The Festi-
val Under the Stars promises to be a
gorgeous evening of wine, ballet and
pure enjoyment.

BARRIS
Law Firm

Experienced. Passionate. Straightforward.

Contact Us Today For Your FREE 30-Minute Consultation

PATERNITY ¢ CHILD SUPPORT
DIVORCE ¢ CHILD CUSTODY
CREDITORS’ RIGHTS

Photo: Ballet Dancers Posing

The final performance on the
schedule is Sleeping Beauty on April
20th, 2024 at 7pm at the Tribby Arts
Center at Shell Point. Sleeping Beau-
ty is a fairy tale known to genera-
tions, filled with elements of magic,
romance, and the enduring power of
love. This iconic narrative revolves
around the enchanting Princess Au-
rora, who falls into a deep slumber
following a spell cast by the wicked
fairy, Carabosse. Only true love’s kiss
can awaken her from this mystical
sleep. Come out and enjoy this ballet
with us. You will enjoy every minute
of this beautiful performance! “
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CANER

IMPACT WINDOWS & DOORS

BEAUTY, SAFETY & SECURITY

For the Lifetime of Your Home

CallUs Today for Your FREE CONSULTATION

239.722.4601

info@canerimpactwindows.com

WE’RE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT CANER IMPACT WINDOWS

& DOORS IS A CERTIFIED “MY SAFE FLORIDA” CONTRACTOR

LICENSE #CGC1530091

WHAT IS THE “MY SAFE FLORIDA
HOME” PROGRAM?

This 2022 program was created by the State of Florida
to provide incentives to homeowners so that they can
strengthen their Florida homes against hurricanes.

Homeowners are encouraged to make an application for
acomplete home hurricane inspection. Thisinspection
identifies elements of the home’s construction that
could be improved to strengthen the home against
future storm damage. Allinspections provided to
eligible homeowners AT NO COST to the homeowners.

WHO BENEFITS?

Owners of a site-built, single-family, residential
home, or townhouse who are deemed eligible per
theinspection are awarded a monetary incentive to
improve their homes.

The state will provide $2 for every $1paid towards
authorized mitigation projects (up to % of the project
cost or $10,000). Additionally, there is NO STATE SALES
TAX onimpact-resistant doors, garage doors, and
windows until June 30th, 2024.

©Oeoo

OTHER BENEFITS OF ADDING
STORM PROTECTION

By participating in the program, the home’sinsurance
premiums may lower, and the value of the property may
increase. After amajor storm like Hurricane lan, buyers
are looking forhomes that are safer and give them
peace of mind.

This program will help make Florida homes more
protected and will increase curb appeal, which means
more sales for you at a higher dollar amount.

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE?

Lookinto these incredible benefits at
www.mysafeflhome.com.

Checkus out at www.canerimpactwindows.com or
callusat239.722.4601.

WE’D LOVETO HEAR FROM YOU!

Remember, you can earn areferral fee of up to $500
for every closed sale. There is NO limit to the number
of referrals you can send. Ask about our available
Wholesale Contractor Amounts!

CANERIMPACTWINDOWS.COM

EJ= -
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Renowned Artist Contributes Exclusive Painting to the
ARC,S 29th Annual Starlight AU.CtiOIl Submitted By Bette Abbott

The Animal Refuge Center (ARC)
is delighted to announce its 29th An-
nual Starlight Auction at the exquisite
Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort &
Spa is set to take place on Saturday,
November 25, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. This
event promises to be an unforgettable
evening of art and philanthropy, with
Myra Robert’s original acrylic paint-
ing, Bailey’s, dedicated to supporting
ARC'’s vital mission.

“We are thrilled to have Myra Rob-
erts support for the Animal Refuge
Center,” said ARC Board Treasurer Bet-
ty Hughes. “The Starlight Auction is
our signature event and largest fund-
raiser of the year. Having a Myra Rob-
erts original available for sale during
the live auction could attract a record
setting sale to benefit the care of our

cats and dogs, community education
and eliminating euthanasia.”

With a reputation that transcends
borders, Myra Roberts has captivated
art enthusiasts not only across the
United States but also in Europe, earn-
ing her a place in the private collec-
tion of none other than the legendary
Robert Rauschenberg. Roberts’ artistic
journey has been nothing short of re-
markable, featuring numerous exhibi-
tions and permanent installations in
esteemed museums. Her commitment
to philanthropy is equally impres-
sive, having contributed to a myriad
of humanitarian causes and charitable
organizations. Notably, her passion
for animals has garnered recognition
from fellow advocates, including the
renowned Jane Goodall.

g e
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W& Stephen J. Gillis
3 V.P. National Sales

Phone:800-437-8418

Cell: 847-921-2182

3

@ SchieleGroup
Print Smarter

Products & Services

© Sheet-Fed UV © Direct Mail

@ Continuous Forms @ Brochures

© Heatset Web © Books

© Grand Format © Magazines

@ Fulfillment © Plastic Cards

© Variable Data @ Card Carriers

@ Full Lettershop © Specialty Coatings
© 100% Union © Translucent Styrene

Call me today to get a FREE quote!

Email: sgillis@schielegroup.com E

© Loyalty Programs
© POP

© Banners

© Signage

© Wall Coverings
© Cut Vinyl

Ofg0

Scan to see
who we are!

Myra Roberts’ signature style en-
compasses the nostalgia of retro bath-
ing beauty art, as well as an extraor-
dinary ability to capture the essence
of animals, wildlife, and the natural
beauty of Florida. With a heart full of
compassion for all living creatures,
her decision to support ARC’s noble
cause is a testament to her dedication
to making a difference in the lives of
animals in need.

In addition to the auction of this ex-
clusive painting, Myra Roberts will be
offering limited-time pet portrait com-
missions, with a portion of the pro-
ceeds earmarked for ARC’s fundrais-
ing efforts. This unique opportunity
allows art enthusiasts and animal lov-
ers alike to contribute to a meaning-
ful cause while acquiring a cherished

piece of artwork.

Do not miss the chance to be a part
of this extraordinary evening, where
art and compassion unite to make a
lasting impact. Join us on November
25,2023 at the

Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort &
Spa and help us support the Animal
Refuge Center as we continue our mis-
sion to save and protect animals in
need.

For more information about ARC’s
Starlight auction or to inquire about
tickets, please visit www.Animal-
refugecenter.com or contact Betty
Hughes, Auction Director, at (239)
841-0810. ”

NEW PRIMARY CARE
PRACTICE OPENING

Fort Myers Primary Care and Wellness' y )

is now accepting Patients.

“As a patient, you can expect |
to be greeted with a caring,
professional attitude by our
entire staff. | will work with
other team members to create &
a coordinated, personalized
care plan.”

-Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD

improve quality outcomes for patients.

................

Dr. Sabha is a compassionate provider with extensive clinical experience of over 18 years,
including caring for very sick hospitalized patients and managing skilled nursing facility patients
with a special focus on mental health well-being in the elderly. He has National Leadership

as a Chief Medical Officer, setting up quality care programs to decrease hospitalizations and

Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD is delighted to announce the launching of his new primary care
practice right across the street from Gulf Coast Medical Center, off Metro Parkway.

CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS

(239) 922-0909

14131 Metropolis Ave, # 105
Fort Myers, FL 33912

Dr. Rafael Cartelli

Monday - Friday

Saturday
Sunday

* Examinations

* Vaccinations

* Surgery

* Comprehensive Dental
Care

* Health Certificates

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Closed

* In-House Laboratory

e Annual Wellness
Packages

* Pharmacy

* Heartworm and Flea
Prevention Products

% Call us to schedule an appointment today!

Rabies/Lee County Licenses
NOW AVAILABLE

Keep Your Pets Protected

We carry affordable options for

prevention to keep your pets protected!

61 Bell Blvd N, Unit 2

hair | nails | waxing | packages | gift certificates

Amy | Debbie | Brandy | Brittany | Kelly | Lori
11300 Lindbergh Blvd, #108 (Next to Norman Love)

www.trendsettersfl.com 239.768.6861

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

In the Winn Dixie Plaza at the
corner of Joel & Bell Blvd.

www.mypetsvet.net

Se Haba Espaiiol ‘&’ Find uson @)
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The Craftie Ladies Fall Craft Sale

Submitted By The Craftie Ladies of St. John XXIII Catholic Church

Mark your calendars for The Craft-
ie Ladies Fall Craft Sale! If you've
been to one of our fairs before, you
know we have a large variety of top
quality, homemade items for sale,
such as quilts, table runners, jew-
elry, rosaries, hand-knitted and cro-
cheted items, holiday decor, wreaths,
scrubbies, rope bowls, pillowcases,
baby items, pet toys, shell roses and
so much more.

We have fabulous raffle baskets
this year including a Dog Basket, a
Cat Basket, an Evening in Paris bas-
ket, a Christmas basket, a Santa bas-

Lane, just north of Daniels Parkway.
Stop by, have a chat, and just maybe
you can get some early holiday shop-
ping done!

ABOUT THE
CRAFTIE LADIES

The Craftie Ladies came together
14 years ago. The group has grown
to nearly 40 talented and dedicated
women. All proceeds go directly
back into the community. Just a few
causes we donate to are: Verity, St.
John XXXII Villas, Eva’s Closet, Veter-
ans Blankets, ACT, and may more.

7 SWFL

siness INVITES YOU
//%‘ NETWORK TO JOIN US

NETWORKING AT ITS FINEST

The SWFL Business Network invites you to two of
our Networking meals. Breakfast or Lunch, your choice!

= CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY

Every Wednesday ¢ 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM

(Meeting starts at noon)

Every Friday « 7:30 AM to 9:30 AM

(cCome and go as you please)

2514 Santa Barbara Blvd
Cape Coral, FL 33914

12450 Metro Pkwy
Fort Myers, FL 33966

¢ WWW.SWFLBUSINESSNETWORK.COM ¢ 239-470-5611

ket, a Cookie basket, a Pamper Me
basket, and others. the drawing will
take place at 1 pm on Sunday, No-
vember 12, 2023.

NETWORK, SOCIALIZE, AND
CONNECT WITH THE PROFESSIONAL
WOMEN OF THE COMMUNITY.

) SECOND FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH
12:00PM TO 1:30PM

BEEF O°’BRADY’S CAPE CORAL

LADIES
2514 SANTA BARBARA BLVD
L E A D CAPE CORAL, FL 33914

MEETING IS FREE - PLUS THE COST OF LUNCH

Come and join us on Saturday, No-
vember 11th, 2023, from 9 am to 5
pm and Sunday, November 12th,
2023, from 8 am to 1 pm.

We hope to see you at our craft fair
at St. John XXIII, located on Palomino

Photo: Top view of female hands make
a christmas wreath.

Synthetic Blend 0il Ghange"i

includes 5 qfuarts s llogg

of oil and a filter

OPEN

P ur e P ower Monday through Friday

Aulomolive Diagnostics 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

410 Leonard Blvd N. Unit &4
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

Why pay Dealership prices when you can get the
239-851-5352 same Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

CARS TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs

$235% $275°

1 Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks. o
1 Disc brakes only. Rotors Included. ;
! Offer expires 11/30/23

* 0il disposal additional cost

Full Synthetic Oil Change |

includes 5 quarts 37099

of oil and a filter

* 0il disposal additional cost Owner Michael Stanek

Get local help with your Medicare questions.

I’m Denise Talt, a licensed sales agent in Lee County. When it comes to Medicare, it’s important to
consider all of your options. What works well for your neighbor may not be the best fit for you. | know
the ins and outs of Medicare, and I’'m ready to answer your questions and help you find a plan that fits
your needs.

It’s time to take advantage.

Denise Talt
Licensed Sales Agent
239-565-6688, TTY 711

denisetaltinsurance@gmail.com
www.MyUHCagent.com/denise.talt

United

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of
its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare

J

contract. Enroliment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with H lth
Medicare. ©2022 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All rights reserved. ea Care
Y0066_23SPRJ55189_C SPRJ55189

Give us a call or visit us online for a FREE Quote
on your Home, Auto, or Flood Insurance.

Tyler Smith, Agency Owner Chris Mitchell, Agency Owner

 Local, expert insurance counsel

« More choice in insurance companies
e True peace of mind

 Insurance the way it’s supposed to be

AlllYourinsurancelNeedsjUndeOne]Roof

Motorcycle o< Boat

2 [LOCATTIONS
tolBettergSernvelyou!

9230 Daniels Parkway,
Fort Myers, FL 33912

1205 Piper Blvd
Naples, FL 34110

L

N N

Home o< Flood < Auto

HEINSURANCE

The Smith & Mitchell Agency

(239) 603-8200
www.smithandmitchellagency.com
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Blessings In A Backpack Of Southwest Florida Receives
Grant From The Collier County Community Foundation

$10,000 In Funds Aid In Feeding Over 500 Children At Golden Gate Elementary

Submitted By Cecilia St. Arnold

Blessings in a Backpack Southwest
Florida is thrilled to announce that it
has been awarded a generous grant
of $10,000 by The Collier County
Community Foundation. This grant
will enable Blessings in a Backpack to
continue its mission of providing es-
sential nutrition to over 500 children
at Golden Gate Elementary School.

Golden Gate Elementary School, lo-
cated in Naples, FL, serves a diverse
student population, many of whom
come from families facing economic
challenges. Blessings in a Backpack
has been dedicated to ensuring that
no child at the school goes hungry
over the weekends. Through their
program, they provide weekend food
packs to students, giving them the
nourishment they need to thrive and
succeed academically.

Receiving the $10,000 grant from
The Collier County Community Foun-
dation has come at a crucial time, as
Blessings in a Backpack was working
tirelessly to ensure that every child at
Golden Gate Elementary receives the
support they need. This significant
grant will make a substantial impact

on the lives of these students, making
it possible for them to concentrate
on their studies without the worry of
hunger.

“We are immensely grateful to The
Collier County Community Founda-
tion for their generosity and support,”
said Cecilia St. Arnold, Executive Di-
rector of Blessings in a Backpack of
Southwest Florida. “This grant will
enable us to continue our mission of
providing weekend meals to the chil-
dren at Golden Gate Elementary and
ensure that no child in our commu-
nity goes to bed hungry.”’

The Collier County Community
Foundation is well-known for its
dedication to enhancing the quality
of life for residents in Collier County,
and this grant further exemplifies
their commitment to supporting lo-
cal initiatives that make a difference
in the lives of children.

The partnership between Blessings
in a Backpack and The Collier Coun-
ty Community Foundation demon-
strates the power of collaboration in
addressing the critical issue of child-

hood hunger. By working together,
they are not only feeding hungry chil-
dren but also providing them with
the nourishment they need to reach
their full potential.

For more information about Bless-
ings in a Backpack of Southwest
Florida and their mission, please visit
https://swfl.blessingsinabackpack.
org.

For more information about The
Collier County Community Founda-
tion and their support for local initia-
tives, please visit colliercf.org.

ABOUT BLESSINGS IN A
BACKPACK OF SOUTHWEST
FLORIDA

Blessings in a Backpack SWFL
serves over 7,800 students through
33 school-based programs located
throughout Lee, Collier;, Hendry,
Glades and Charlotte Counties. In
these schools, test scores, read-
ing skills, positive behavior, general
health, and school attendance have
improved dramatically due in part to
students receiving the nourishment

they need throughout the week and
the weekends.

Kids are our future; you can help se-
cure theirs. A $130 donation will feed
a child for one full school year. Gifts
of all sizes are welcome through the
donation portal at https://swfl.bless-
ingsinabackpack.org/ or via mail at
P.0. Box 61402 Fort Myers, FL 33906.
All contributions are tax-deductible.

ABOUT THE COLLIER
COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUN-
DATION

Collier Community Foundation™
is a tax-exempt, public, charitable
organization established in 1985 to
increase and focus on local private
philanthropy. Today, the Collier Com-
munity Foundation manages more
than 850 funds, works with hun-
dreds of nonprofits, and has granted
over $268 million to nonprofit or-
ganizations, community programs,
and scholarships. Informed giving.
Powerful results.™ Learn more at col-
liercf.org or call 239-649-5000. lg

Lehigh Acres Fire Control And

By Katie Heck

The Lehigh Acres Fire Control and
Rescue District is holding a holiday
food drive to benefit local families in
our community. All donations collect-
ed will be delivered to Lehigh Com-
munity Services in time to help fami-
lies keep food on their tables during
the holiday season. Collection boxes
are in the lobbies of all our fire sta-
tions to make dropping off a donation
easy. The District will be collecting do-
nations beginning today, October 12,
through Wednesday, November 15.

Lehigh Community Services has

served the Lehigh Acres Commu-
nity for over 46 years. Last year, they
provided Thanksgiving meal items
to over 400 families. Non-perishable
food items such as stuffing, canned
vegetables, boxed mashed potatoes,
gravy mix, biscuit or muffin mix, and
dessert mixes are most requested; but
any donation is appreciated. In lieu
of frozen turkeys, a $10 gift card to a
local grocery store is a great option!
Hygiene and pet supplies are also
high-need items (this is a great time to
clean out that stockpile of travel-size
bottles).

Pet Obesity

Obesity is a very common problem
in pets and can lead to many health
problems. A whopping 56% of cats
and 60% of dogs in North America
are classified as overweight or obese.
That’s more than 80 million pets at
greater risk of serious health issues.
However, only 10% of pet owners
think their pet is overweight.

WHY IS PET
OBESITY A PROBLEM?

Plenty of evidence now exists
showing that excess fat deposits in
dogs and cats are associated with
many serious health complications.
Obesity contributes to the risk of dis-
ease including diabetes, osteoarthri-
tis, heart disease, hypertension, kid-
ney disease, increased joint injuries
and some forms of cancer. All these
conditions can eventually decrease

your pet’s lifespan.

SIGNS OF OBESITY
IN ANIMALS

« Excessive weight gain

« No or little visible waistline

o The collar becomes tighter

« Sagging belly

« Cannot feel the ribcage

o Lack of grooming

« Constipation or gassy

« A bigger, rounder face

« A reluctance to go for walks or
lagging behind

« Excessive panting

» Tiredness

o Needing help getting in and
out of cars

« Lack of mobility or struggle to
stand, walk or jump

« Refusal to move or play games

PREVENTION

There are many steps that you can

By Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM

Photo: Cute Little Red Fluffy Dog Stands
With His Front Paws On A Stack Of Books
take to help prevent obesity in your
pets. Start by asking your veterinar-
ian to help you choose the most ap-
propriate food for your pet based
on your pet’s lifestyle and activity.
Next consider portion control and
mealtimes which can be critical in
prevention of obesity. Finally, keep
your pet active with regular exer-
cise. Remember, consistency is key
to maintaining a healthy weight for
your pets.

If you think your pet may be obese,
talk to your veterinarian about de-
veloping a weight loss plan specifi-
cally tailored to your pet. This plan
should include regular exercise/
playtime, a healthy and nutritious
diet, less treats or a treat exchange
and regular weight checks to moni-
tor your pet’s progress.

Maintaining a healthy weight for
your pet helps to ensure they will
live a long, happy, and healthy life.

ABOUT DR. VEJA
TILLMAN, DVM

Dr. Tillman is a 2002 graduate of
Tuskegee University School of Veter-
inary Medicine. Her veterinary prac-
tice and work experience focuses on
health and wellness of pets in South-
west Florida. She is the owner of Just
4 Pets Wellness Center and can be
reached at 239-270-5721. “

Rescue Hosts Food Drive

Whatever you give, it will have an
impact on our Lehigh Acres commu-
nity. Thank you for your support!

Lehigh Acres Fire Control & Rescue
District station locations are as fol-
lows:

e Administration: 11 Homestead Rd
Sout

e Station 101: 1000 Joel Blvd

e Station 102: 44 Homestead Rd

South

e Station 103: 308 Gunnery Rd

e Station 104: 3102 16th St SW

e Station 105: 636 Thomas Sherwin
Ave S

e Station 106: 2501 49th St SW

Any questions regarding this holi-
day food drive can be directed to Pub-
lic Relations Officer Katie Heck, 239-
303-5340 or katie.heck@lehighfd.
com. ”

WELLNESS CENTER

‘é‘:‘g Just 4 Pets

Promoting Wellness
WELLNESS & SICK PET EXAMS

DENTAL CLEANING AND SURGERY
IN-HOUSE DIAGNOSTICS
CAR SIDE OR IN CLINIC VISITS
COVID CONSCIOUS FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL

APPOINTMENTS SCHEDULED TO MAINTAIN
“PHYSICAL DISTANCING”

EXAM ROOMS SANITIZED BETWEEN
APPOINTMENTS

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

wishing you a happy
o

 Hours of

peration

Mon [ Wed | Thurs [ Fri: 8 AM to 6 PM

Tues : By Appointment Only
Open First Saturdays Of Every Month, 8am To 12pm

2359-270-5721

www.Just4PetsFL.vet

8911 Daniels Parkway, Suite 7 | Fort Myers, FL 33912
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East Lee County Chamber Of Commerce Pushes For Local

Hazardous Disposal Sites In East Lee/Lehigh Acres From Lee
County Solid Waste  symike wetcn

Photo:

Mike Welch

Let Us Hear From You!
Contact Us At:

com

This month I offer
for your review a
press release sent out by Lee County
Solid Waste regarding the proper dis-

voicesoflehigh@gmail.

posal of hazardous items that busi-
nesses and residents need to consider.
While I applaud Solid Waste the Cham-
ber has been communicating with this
department and with our County Com-
missioners that they must address the
proper disposal of dangerous and toxic
chemicals such as old gasoline, oil, an-
tifreeze and a myriad of other chemi-
cals. However, I think that asking resi-
dents to travel close to 25 to 30 miles

into Fort Myers on Topaz Court off of
Metro Blvd. is unrealistic. The Cham-
ber has suggested a program of of local
and neighborhood drop off sites with
an aggressive bi-lingual campaign that
enables residents to properly dispose
of dangerous items and chemicals.

id Waste. [ am sure many of us know
of anecdotal incidents of chemical
dumping that eventually goes into our
canals, rivers and aquifers. Today’s
traffic patterns just makes a trip to
Topaz Court even more tough. Topaz
Court Collection needs to come to East
Lee/Lehigh with a robust program for
the sake of our environment and our
communities.

If you agree please call the Chamber
of Commerce at 239-369-3322 so we
can continue our discussions with Sol-

Lee County Solid Waste Asks Residents And Visitors To
“Take Charge” Of Proper Battery Disposal

County Launches Proactive Educational Campaign sygetsy ciayton

Lee County Solid Waste has launched
its “Take Charge” campaign to educate
residents and visitors on proper bat-
tery disposal. Residents are reminded
not to place any batteries in their recy-
cling carts.

Household alkaline batteries, AA,
AAA, C, D, 9-volt and button batteries
can be disposed of in your regular gar-
bage can.

Any other type of battery (recharge-
able, nickel-cadmium, automotive,
lithium-ion, lead-acid) should be re-
cycled at the Household Chemical

Waste Facility at 6441 Topaz Court
in Fort Myers. An increasing number
of products contain lithium-ion bat-
teries, which is why Lee County Solid
Waste is encouraging residents to be
aware of how to properly dispose of
these items. Lithium-ion batteries can
be found in the following common
products:
¢ Electronic devices, such as mobile
phones, laptops, tablets and
Bluetooth devices
e Power tools
e Remote car keys
¢ Vaping devices
e Game controllers

e Digital cameras

e Portable power packs

e Greeting cards

e Electric toothbrushes

e Toys

e Medical equipment

¢ Smoke/Fire/Carbon monoxide

tery disposal in Lee County,” said Doug
Whitehead, director of Solid Waste.
“This campaign is meant to engage
our residents and visitors and to em-
power them to share this information
with their friends and families.” Visit
www.leegov.com/solidwaste /battery-

detectors disposal for more information.
¢ E-bikes, e-scooters and hover
boards To receive updates from Lee County

Government, sign up for the newslet-
ter here: www.leegov.com/resources/
newsletters. Follow Lee County Gov-
ernment on Facebook, www.facebook.
com/leecountyflbocc. u

“Rechargeable batteries have be-
come a hazard in the solid waste in-
dustry and our department wants to
be proactive in educating our resi-
dents and visitors about proper bat-

PEdEStriaH SafEty By Sheriff Carmine

Photo: Sheriff Carmine
Marceno, Lee County
Sheriff

Our county is grow-
1ing and, with that
growth comes an in-
| crease in the number
| of vehicles, more pe-

destrians, additional
cyclists and construction to alter; re-
pair and improve roadways.

All of the aforementioned variables
are capable of compromising pedes-
trian safety...especially for children
walking to and from school and/or
bus stops. As part of Sheriff Carmine
Marceno’s “Safe Kids, Safe Schools” ini-
tiative, a safe walk to school, and back
home later in the day, is a non-negotia-
ble component.

Everyone is seemingly rushing to get
somewhere... school, work, appoint-
ments. All too many of us have our
eyes focused on our cellular devices,
have headphones/earphones and are
simply not paying appropriate atten-
tion to all that is occurring around
them.

While most reading this message
are adults, we believe that our many
years of street crossing and neighbor-
hood walking makes us immune to
these types of accidents.

This couldn’t be farther from the
truth.

Let's begin by remaining alert. If
there is no sidewalk, please walk on
the left side of the road facing traffic.
Walk as far from the roadway as pos-
sible and reasonable.

Stop signs and red lights do not
guarantee that a vehicle will stop. Do
not assume that a vehicle will abide
by traffic laws/signs. Attempt to make
eye contact with the driver and, in an
abundance of safety, always yield to
oncoming vehicles.

Exit vehicles, whenever possible,
from the passenger side.

Pedestrians and cyclists should exer-
cise additional caution in areas of road
construction as traffic patterns change
during the course of the construction

and drivers may become confused or
disoriented.

with school-aged children is time well
spent. While they may feel insulted
when you broach this subject as they
are “grown up” and “know how to
cross a street,” please remind them
that even adults are susceptible to
these sorts of tragedies.

Crossing major roadways can be
perilous. Vehicles are moving at higher
speeds, may have blind spots created
by large trucks and, when turning,
may not see a pedestrian jutting out
from behind a parked vehicle or land-
scaping. These hazards increase expo-
nentially during the dark of night.

“Season” will soon be upon us; more
people, more vehicles, more conges-
tion. Let’s all be alert and cautious as
we approach the holiday season. “
Time spent discussing these matters

Photo: Pedestrian Crosses The Road.

3311 LEE BLVD

LEHIGH ACRES, FL
33971

239-674-7246

LOOKING FOR

ANSWERS?

Get what you'e looking for at
LIFESBASICQUESTIONS.COM
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HEALTHCARE GROUP
MEDICAL CHIROPRACTIC REHABILITATION

REGENERATIVE MEDICINE | CHIROPRACTIC | X-RAY
PHYSICAL MEDICINE | REHABILITATION | ON-SITE DIGITAL
ON-SITE DIAGNOSTIC ULTRASOUND | INFUSION THERAPY

KB NEED PAIN
B RcLIEFP

LOOKING FOR A NEW HOME FOR YOUR
PAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM?

Find out more about us at
LIFESTYLESHEALTHCAREGROUP.COM

*The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to pay, cancel the payment or
be reimbursed for payment for any other services, examination or treatment which performed as a
result of and within seventy-two hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted

or reduced service, examination or treatment. Limited time. We accept most insurance plans.




The Holidays Are Upon Us!!!

By Major Brenda Lane
THANKGIVING

Did you know it is only a little over 8
weeks until Christmas!?! But, of course,
we have Thanksgiving to celebrate
before that. We at The Salvation Army
need your help. We would love to be
able to supply a few families with the
necessary food items for a wonderful
Thanksgiving Dinner with their family.

We need canned goods such as green
beans, yams, corn, mixed vegetables,
jars of gravy. We also would love to
supply them with items such as instant
mashed potato, dressing mix, mac &
cheese, pasta, muffin/cornbread mix.
It would be great to be able to provide
each family with a chicken or ham
or some other meat to finish out the
dinner. Lehigh Acres is a wonderful,
giving community and we know we
can count on you to help us, help those
who are really struggling right now
and just can’t provide for their family.
We are asking you as a community
to step up and help make sure that
every family needing a little help, will
get it because of your generosity and
compassion for others. If you are able
to help even with a few canned goods
or some dry goods, that would be
great.

You can drop those things off at our
office Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am to
12:noon and 1:00 pm to 4:00pm

CHRISTMAS

There, I said it!l We are already
into the Christmas mode here at
The Salvation Army in Lehigh. As we
shared above, we would also like to

be able to supply a few families with
Christmas Dinner. We would like to
have the same items as listed in the
above paragraph. Turkeys, Hams, Pork
Roast, these would be amazing for
a family to sit down to on Christmas
day. We need your help to make that
happen. We will be providing several
hundred children with toys and it
would be wonderful to make the
holiday complete with a lovely dinner
as a family. Can we count on you to
help us make that happen?? I know we
can. We look forward to seeing many
of you as you stop by to drop off the
items requested.

BELL RINGERS

We are currently looking for Bell
Ringers to man our Red Kettles. If you
are interested, please call or come by
our office to apply. 25 Homestead Rd
N #42 33936, Lehigh Acres. You may
reach us at 239-491-6071.

Blessings for a wonderful Holiday
Season to all!!

Photo: Sheriff Carmine Marceno, Lee County
Sheriff

The General Woman’s Club

By Connie Puzevic

The General Woman'’s Club of Le-
high Acres, FL will hold its month-
ly meeting on Friday, November
17th at RISE Christian Church [50
Bell Blvd N, Lehigh Acres, FL]. The

speaker will be Aura Wilson, APRN,
who will speak on exercise. New
members are always welcome. For

more information, please contact
Betty Smith at 239-850-6617. (g}

Montage Women’s Club

By Rita Artwohl

The Montage Women’s Club is a
social and philanthropic club open
to all women residing in Lee Coun-
ty. We meet on the fourth Thurs-
day of each month at The Club at
Pelican Preserve, 9802 Pelican
Preserve Blvd, Fort Myers 33913
(community entry off Treeline Av-
enue between Colonial Blvd and
Daniels Pkwy).

Activities begin at 10:30 a.m.
with a short social period, a busi-
ness meeting at 11:15 a.m., fol-
lowed by lunch at Noon, and
normally an informative speaker
program, ending at 2:00 p.m.
Within the organization are vari-
ous interest groups for members’
participation. Membership is
open to both year-round and sea-
sonal residents. We welcome you
to visit Montage for a luncheon.

Our next meeting will be held
early (due to Thanksgiving) on
Thursday, November 9, and our
planned speaker will be Mr. Bryan
Mulcahy, Reference/Genealogy Li-
brarian for the Fort Myers Region-
al Library. Mr. Mulcahy will dis-

cuss the various resources patrons
can access using a Family Search
Library Affiliate versus going to
a Family Search Center to satisfy
their genealogy curiosities when
tracing either one’s family tree or
family history.

Luncheon fee is $28.00 and the
planned regular menu will be a six-
ounce grilled flat iron steak with
mushroom Demi sauce, Chef’s sea-
sonal vegetable choice, and choco-
late flourless cake for dessert. The
plant based / vegan entree option
will be a grilled cauliflower vegan
steak with mushroom Demi sauce,
served with a quinoa, kale, garban-
70, edamame blend, and fresh fruit
for dessert. Fresh rolls and butter
are always served.

If you would like to attend a Mon-
tage meeting, need further infor-
mation, or would like to make a res-
ervation, please call Rita Artwohl at
(239) 703-7787. Reservations cut-
off to attend this meeting is Noon,
Thursday, November 2. y

Continental Women’s Club

By Liz Paul

The Continental Women’s Club
will hold its monthly luncheon
meeting on Thursday, December
14that 11:30 a.m. at The Hideaway
Country Club. Please note that our
meeting for this month is on the
second Thursday in December.

Our December program will
feature a presentation by Malaina
Mote, Director of Donor Advance-
ment for Habitat for Humanity.
You are invited to attend this in-
formative program and learn how
this organization serves local fami-
lies through affordable homeown-
ership, housing counseling, hurri-
cane recovery services, and home

repairs.

Continental Women'’s Club is a
social, cultural, and philanthropic
organization established in 1975,
and membership is open to wom-
en living in Lee County. Meetings
are usually held on the first Thurs-
day of each month at 11:30 am
at The Hideaway Country Club,
5670 Trailwinds Drive, Fort My-
ers 33907. The cost to attend
the luncheon is $25. Reservation
deadline for December 14th is
Tuesday, December 6th.  Please
call Liz Paul at 239-691-7561 for
additional information or to make
a reservation. y
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2 Nice Guys, Inc.

Interior and Exterior Painting

Give your home a finished look.
A little paint equals big impact!

Beautifying Southwest Florida Since 2003.

Call Today For A Free Consultation

For Your Home Or Business.

A Family Owned And Operated Business

Committed To Excellence In Craftsmanship
Mention Seeing Our Ad In The East Lee County News!

Painting with Unparalleled Quality,
Value and Customer Service
2niceguys.net | (239) 690-1479
Licensed & Insured #CGC1526754

tial and C. clal
+Remodel ,
Trim Paint

USA Caputo Cup CHAMPIONS
18T PLACE - NON-TRADITIONAL - TWICE!

Don't want to cook and the kids are hungry?
This special combo is for you!

™

Order Online
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Come Together and Celebrate this Thanksgiving
with our limited time Thanksgiving Dessert Pie

That Thanksgiving Holiday Pie taste mixed with
a pizza. This is a dessert pizza you will want to
add to your holidays! If you don’t want a pizza,

try our Pumpkin Cannolis! =
-, IJ

939.313.5155 « FINEFOLKPIZZA.COM
11300 LINDBERGH BLVD, SUITE 114 « FORT MYERS
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BLACK FRIDAY FAMILY NATIVE SWEET POTATO
CARVE FEAST NOVEMBER THANKS Dates & descriptions provided by www.holidayinsights.com

COLONY GRATEFUL PARADE TRADITIONS November 6 National Nacho Day ‘
COOKING GRAVY PILGRIM TREATY Nachos are extremely popular both with a meal, and as a snack. They are

CORN HARVEST PRAYER TURKEY in popular demand for parties of all kinds. We enjoy them while watching

CRANBERRY HOLIDAY PUMPKIN PIE YAM any sporting event, at home, at the stadium or in the arena. Celebrate
with a fistful of nachos or a nacho supreme.

November g World Freedom Day
World Freedom Day is a U.S. federal observance, marking the fall of the
Berlin Wall. The Berlin Wall was known as the “Iron Curtain”. This special
day also commemorates the end of communism in Eastern and Central
Europe.

November 13 Care Giver Appreciation Day
This is a very important day of recognition for the tens of millions of
Americans, who selflessly give their time to care for those who are ill,
disabled, or elderly. This day of recognition is for both paid and unpaid
care givers. We believe unpaid care givers, deserve even more special
recognition. They silently go about the task of supporting someone in
need, most often a family member.

November 16 National Fast Food Day
Americans are always fast moving, always in a rush. As a result of our
fast moving lifestyle, we need to eat quickly, and are usually unwilling or
unable to wait long for our food to be prepared. Participating in National
Fast Food Day is easy. All you have to do, is eat or drink at a fast food
restaurant today. To be a full fledged participant on this special day, eat in
fast food restaurants for breakfast, lunch and dinner.

November 17 World Peace Day
World Peace Day encourages us to be kind to others, and teach others to
be peaceful. Today we strive in making the world a better place. It starts
with us. Teach our children and others, in ways to promote peace, and
avoid war. Without peace, the consequences is tragic.
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November 20 Beautiful Day
Today is truly a Beautiful Day in every way, shape and form. The world is
filled with ugliness. So, a day like today celebrate it by taking the time to
recognize the beauty around you.

November 23 National Espresso Day

Looking for a quick caffeine high? Well, you are in luck because today is
—_— National Espresso Day, and a cup of espresso should do the trick. Walk or
drive to your nearest coffee shop or cafe, and order one!

r November 28 French Toast Day

Today is your opportunity to enjoy French toast, a delicious and tasty
end breakfast meal. Hold it right there! French toast can be enjoyed for any
meal time: breakfast, lunch or dinner. Try French toast with male syrup,
sugar, cinnamon, whipped cream, or fruits. Better yet, use a combination

of these.
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GatewayMiniSpa.com 4 2
W’g/ (239) 561-1150
MINI SPA & SALON 13120 Westlinks Terrace #9
@® THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE CENTER, LLC Fort MyerS, FL 33913
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GIVE THE GIFT OF TOTAL RELAXATION

With A Spa or Beauty GIFT CARD this Holiday Season!
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HAIR ¢ MASSAGE * FACIAL * NAILS « WAXING « AND MORE

CONTRIBUTORS PRODUCTION + DESIGN

Butch Swank | Cameron Belen | Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM Paradise Creative Group
Fire Chief Robert DiLallo | Melissa Barris | Liz Paul Marlene Asta
Tiffany Whitaker | Alex Moffett | Mike Welch
The Craftie Ladies of St. John XXIII Catholic Church CUSTOMER RELATIONS
Sheriff Carmine Marceno | Major Brenda Lane
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L
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David Foetisch | Katrina Salokar

EAST L E E CO U N TY N EWS Rita Artwohl | Connie Puzevic
DISTRIBUTION ADVERTISING INFORMATION
East Lee County News is a Direct Mail Publication. EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS, LLC | 239-908-4581
PUBLISHER -, - . . .
Additional copies may be picked up in boxes in the marketplace. press@eastleenews.com | eastleenews.com

East Lee County News, LLC | 239-908-4581 | press@eastleenews.com Call us for a list of additional pick up locations or stop by our office at:

12801 Commerce Lake Dr, Suite #26, Fort Myers, FL 33913

EDITORIAL BOARD

Katrina Salokar | David Foetisch | Marlene Asta

wa n t to be I n T h e Roa r? The East Lee County News is a monthly publication for the residents in its distribution area. We utilize material contributed

by the readers, organizations, and public relations professionals as a reporting service only. The East Lee County News is
not responsible for inaccuracies or errors that may be contained in such material. Articles are printed in as timely a fashion
If you're interested in contributing... as deadlines allow and on a space available basis. Goods or services advertised within this publication are not endorsed,
Ops-Eds // Press Releases // Recipes (Food or Beverage) warranted or guaranteed by the East Lee County News, LLC. Submissions: You may submit your piece to the newspaper to
consider for publication. All submissions must be made in a modifiable computer file and emailed to: press@eastleenews.
com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com. The submissions must include your name, full residential address (no post office boxes),
your telephone number, your occupation and a short description of your background. By transmitting your piece to press@
eastleenews.com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com you agree to the following Copyright Statement: | have not submitted this
= writing to any other publication. | have used my own words and ideas in this writing and agree that the newspaper may edit my
email press@eastleenews.com. writing for publication, redistribution and commercial rights to my writing without royalty or other compensation.

Please email press@eastleenews.com.

If you would like to advertise & have your business
promoted to over 62k+ Residents
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BILLBOARD

To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611

SCREEN MACHINE —

OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

SCREEN REPAIR SPECIAL
Tops are only Sides are onIy

$85° $6

Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED!

o OB YOUR 7 SWEL Eﬁ'o Rt Yoﬁ Hﬁ\./rn’ts n'ﬁY r,,
atres You iave een in vears!
= =4 ,....,— /% Elg%wg?isK COME BACK TO THE LIGHTHOUSE!

(239)898-3528

licensed & Insured

SERVING UP FUN & FESTIVITIES
In the Heart of’ Fort Myers Beach!

-1: E Join us for FREE networkmg'
i 2 Opportunities a Week!

Form and maintain strong relationships
with other local businesses, and get quality
referrals from one another.

239-356-STAY (7829)
LIGHTHOUSEISLANDRESORT.COM
1051 Fifth Avenue | Fort Myers Beach, FL

600

OPTIONAL $10/ MONTH AND $30/ MONTH
MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE.

WEDNESDAYS Beef O'Brady's
12:00pm-1:00pm 2514 Santa Barbara Blvd, Cape Coral, FL 33914

WWW. ALL]EDA]R BIZ

FRIDAYS European American Bakery
7:30am-9:00am 12450 Metro Pkwy, Fort Myers, FL 33966

REQUEST SERVICE FAST SERVICE
CALL US AT COMFORT CLUB

(239) 2174111 AV IV 2N e:

OR EMAIL US AT

INFO@ALLIEDAIR.BiZ COMPETITIVE PRICING

CALLFORA , _
MAINTENANCE CHECK AR "Hmm . ;
ON YOUR AcC TODAY! - ‘g }i _ w

HVAC SERVICE - DIAGNOSTICS CEO + President

REPAIRS - REPLACEMENTS CT‘) joshua@financialsbythenumbers.com D E L IVE RY

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
813-598-4814 PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT

B iﬁ H T Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The f_ 3
Boo K K E E PI N G Forum, Buckingham And Most Of Lehigh y
COND[TIING EATING ACCOUNTING (239) 491-2203
REFRIGERATION « REPAIR « UPDATE « MAINTAIN 11:00am-10:00pm
PAY Ro L L S E RV I C E S Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

WATER HEATER « HEAT RECOVERY
CASH MANAGEMENT — =
4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehlgh Acres, FL 33971

Yes, We Clean Dryer Vents! Luis E.
Lic. # CAC1815527 Si Hablamos Espafiol  ~ FINANCIALSBYTHENUMBERS.COM (239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com

Arrive and depart anytime.

FINANCIALS

BY THE NUMBERS

Accounting + Business Management

(239) 210-1638

— W FRANCHISE
IS IT TIME TO REVIEW . £

o oY OPPORTUNITIES

YOUR WEBSITE == OF FLORIDA

WEALTH | INVESTMENTS | FREEDOM

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU:

MUSIC & EVENT HALL PERSONALIZED SERVICE BUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCE
ONG TERM SUPPORT EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISOR TOOLS

Classy, Net Costly, Tn Everything We Do XPERT MARKETING SERVICES  ACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATA

YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS.

Acquire Or Build Your Own Franchise To Gain Unlimited Earning Potential.

“We will match you with a franchise that works for you and guide
you through the steps to achieve your goals, from the
purchasing phase to marketing.”
-Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant

OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE! Seminars ¢ Banquets

Full-Service Marketing 12801 COMMERCE LAKES DR

ond Abversingon Sl SOE L, s S — CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!

Ft. Myers Beach in Fort

Myers & LetighAcres.FL - 259.908.4581 (239) 470-5611 | FRANCHISEINFLORIDA.COM
PARADISECREATIVEGROUP.COM 1901 Crystal Drive « Fort Myers, FL, 33907 INFO@FRANCHISEOPPORTUNITIESFL.COM

CONCRETE: ALUMINUM: REMODELING: ROOFING:
- PATIOS - SCREEN ENCLOSURES - KITCHENS - REPAIRS & RE-ROOFS
- SPRAYCRETE - INSULATED ROOFS - BATHS + TILE - METAL - SHINGLE
- DRIVEWAYS + ACRYLIC WINDOWS - FLOORING » TROPICAL ROOFING PRODUCTS
- PAVERS - POOL ENCLOSURES - PAINTING - SILICONE ROOF COATINGS
- DECK RESURFACING - SOFFIT & FASCIA - WINDOWS
« DECK STAINS - GUTTERS - DOORS satang oW Horiamcimeet )
- PRESSURE CLEANING ~ + STORM PANELS Turn Key
Fome ervces e |
CALL RON (239) 872-2343 =EJ~= :E=mo G coc ot oangcccoo




Nick Bonacolta

Salesman

Charlie Gver 40 Years
Bonacolta eamlzmaed&tpwence’

Broker/Salesman
Realty World

“Q Fouse Sold Name”  C. Bagans First
239-994- 1062 Acres, FL 3

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

E-MAIL ADDRESS
nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/
NickBonacoltaRW

| iSifa[®] BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be 239-887-0468
' - E-MAIL ADDRESS F "ﬂ' # charging you transaction fees when you .
Charlie Charlisold@gmail.com “-t;:ﬁ- ,_. & purchase your home. Realty World does not Nick

et

t charge transaction fees. Please call Realty
www.charliesold.com [E&@&E:

World and save some money at closing.

HOMES & CONDOS IN LEHIGH ARE IN VERY HIGH DEMAND
RIGHT NOW. IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING,

Bonacolta Bonacolta

[/ |MLS

PLEASE CALL US TODAY.

MARLOUISE CHIVIGES AND DAUGHTER, TAMMY - SOLD 725 MIRROR LAKES DR.

I have never sold a house and was charged with doing so remotely. Armed with my research, mom and | questioned
several realtors. We agreed that Charlie Bonacolta had the right answers from the start until closing. His network

of local vendors was responsive and efficient. His experience in vetting potential buyers was invaluable, and he
skillfully and transparently worked with two eager buyers until there was clarity on which one offered a win/win all
around. Beginner’s luck? We had the best! Can’t say enough about how good Charlie is.

MARLENE GIBSON -SOLD 502 E THIRD ST.

Charlie was very professional in every way. He gave excellent advice and selling tips as well as great recommendations
of local vendors to clear up some home insurance issues. He coordinated everything every step of the way. Charlie is
a very pleasant individual and very accommodating. He was very easy to work with. | appreciated his kindness and |
was fortunate and blessed to have him. Thank you, Charlie!!

MARKET KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE, HONESTY & INTEGRITY

239-994-1062
charlisold@gmail.com

239-887-0468
nbonacolta@gmail.com

P REALTY
7 ..\X/ORLD

BROKER NETWORK

Realty World C. Bagans Fll‘St
239-369-5841

Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate
Community Since 1979
Se Habla Espaiiol

2 BEDROOM 2 BATH
'POPULAR PINEWOOD CONDO

BUYERS BEWARE:

Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when
you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge
transaction fees. Please call Realty World and save some
money at closing.

Realty World International

#1 OFFICE

3 BEDROOM 2 1/2 BATH HOME
2146 SQFTOFLVINGAREA

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH
POOL HOME IN NW LEHIGH

3 bedroom 2 bath POOL HOME in Northwest Lehigh on a quiet low
traffic street, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN LATE 2017, new

3 bedroom 2 bath POOL HOME in Northwest Lehlgh ona qwet low
traffic street, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN LATE 2017, new

2146 Square feet of living area in this spacious 3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath
home, open great roomwith LUXURY VINYL FLOORS, NEW DIMENSIONAL
SHINGLE ROOF IN 2017, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2017, IMPACT

RESISTANT WINDOWS, newer dual tank water treatment system, French
doors lead to 28 X 14 screened lanai with “HOT SPRINGS” hot tub,
granite countertops in kitchen with island counter, breakfast bar, extra
large pantry, upgraded appliances including a Samsung French Door
refrigerator and double oven, tile backsplash, plantation shutters,
crown molding, half bath located off the main living area, soaring high
cathedral ceilings with plant shelves, walk in closets in every bedroom,
master bedroom with private bath, dual sinks and vanities, large walk in
shower with built in bench and multi shower heads, newer commodes in
all bathrooms, LED lighting, oversized 579 Square foot double garage
with plenty of storage, excellent west Lehigh location just minutes to SR
82,1-75 and Ft Myers.

Offered At .................. $380,000
Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

central heat and air in 2014, screen enclosed in ground pool on an
oversized lot with plenty of privacy, cathedral ceilings, plant shelves,
newer stainless steel appliances in kitchen with breakfast bar, tile
backsplash, ceramic tile floors in kitchen and baths with newer PERGO
laminate floors throughout the rest of the home, master bedroom with
private master bath, large walk in closet, indoor laundry room, separate
formal living area plus family room, excellent West Lehigh location just
minutes to I-75 and Ft Myers.

Offered At .................. $325,000
Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

central heat and air in 2014, screen enclosed in ground pool on an
oversized lot with plenty of privacy, cathedral ceilings, plant shelves,
newer stainless steel appliances in kitchen with breakfast bar, tile
backsplash, ceramic tile floors in kitchen and baths with newer PERGO
laminate floors throughout the rest of the home, master bedroom with
private master bath, large walk in closet, indoor laundry room, separate
formal living area plus family room, excellent West Lehigh location just
minutes to I-75 and Ft Myers.

Offered At .................. $125,000

Nick Bonacolta 239-887-0468 nbonacolta@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL

FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU

77l

Shellie Vahue

P REALTY
77711 WORLD

BROKER NETWORK

C. Bagans First

WORKS FOR YOU

SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY
A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT

e LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT
REASONABLE RATES — NO SURCHARGE

30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936
Telephone 239-369-5892

Property Manager RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com e A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH
MONTHLY STATEMENTS & CHECKS
239-369-5892 .

END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!




