
I had a conversation 
with my son right af-

ter dinner because when we were 
done, he’d promptly gone outside 
to the redneck fridge and grabbed 
an Uncrustable. If you’re unfamiliar, 
an Uncrustable is a frozen pre-made 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich with 
no crust. Kids LOVE them. Earlier, 
I’d clearly heard his Mom say, “No 
Uncrustables before or after dinner, 
honey. It’s best to save them for when 
you must rush out the door and hav-
en’t eaten yet. That way, you won’t go 
hungry.” That’s a very motherly, nice, 
and reasonable approach, right? Easily 
understood, I’d add.

Back to our post-dinner conversa-
tion: “Why would you grab this sand-
wich after dinner when you were just 
reminded not to?” He said, “I don’t 
know. I guess I was not listening.” I 

said, “But you knew she said it and 
even acknowledged it, correct?” “Yes, 
Dad.” Suddenly, a light bulb appeared 
in my head, and I said: “Son, why do 
you think your Mom took the time 
to say that?” Just then, a remarkable 
thing happened; he explained that if 
he kept eating them, they would all 
be gone when he really needed one. 
This teenage kid went from listening 
to understanding. Behold, a Christmas 
miracle!

That got me thinking. I’ve spent a 
lot of time working with/battling the 
Lee County School District. I do so 
because when our kids began school, 
at least a few schools around town had 
A ratings, and several had B’s. Then, 
it seemed the District’s approach and 
the quality of education changed. They 
started moving principals, adminis-
trators, and teachers all around the 
county. It seems the thinking was to 
move effective administrators to fail-
ing schools to bring them up. After two 
to three years, sure enough, scores 
improved, and this solid administra-

tor was then yanked out and sent to 
another failing school. That meant 
stability was gone again, so kids and 
teachers had to re-adjust to yet anoth-
er new environment. It was like a prin-
cipal Whack-A-Mole approach to fixing 
education. Also, think about how the 
families of the school that had a great 
administrator removed feel about the 
rationale their principal was doing 
too good of a job for too long. I know 
exactly how they feel. Around 2010, 
the elementary school we’d chosen 
for our kids had consistent A ratings, 
and get this: a 100+ person list for 
teachers waiting to teach there. It’s 
pretty much been C’s since then, and 
the school, like many others, faces 
an ongoing critical teacher shortage. 
Teaching is hard enough. Why would 
the District continually do this and 
make it harder? 

Another challenge is that schools 
must use standardized tests that de-
termine the school’s and teachers’ 
relative success or failure. If we base 
their “success” solely on these tests, 

it stands to reason that the schools 
would focus on these tests alone, and 
I cannot blame them for that. If I were 
a principal, I would do the exact same. 
Well, time has passed, and the results 
are becoming clear: our students are 
performing worse, and I see no signs 
of a change in direction on the horizon. 
These tests don’t accurately assess the 
school and, I argue, force schools to 
not focus on educating children but 
instead focus singularly on program-
ming children for the standardized 
test. It’s a cycle that must end. 

It seems that Departments of Edu-
cation across America simply aren’t 
listening to the chorus of data clearly 
showing this decline. It’s also clear 
they don’t understand the predica-
ment they’ve put the entire school 
system into. A funny reality is that 
as some people age, they get cranky 
and say stuff like, “Things were better 
back in my day.” Regarding educa-
tion, I totally agree with that state-
ment, which I guess also means that 

PRSRT STD
US Postage

PAID
Ft. Myers, FL

Permit No. 478
POSTAL CUSTOMER OR 

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

EASTLEENEWS.com FOR MORE | LET US HEAR FRom YoU! COntaCt us at pREss@EastlEEnEws.COM 

JANUARY 2024
VoLUmE 05

ISSUE 01

Listening, Learning, And Understanding
By Butch Swank - butch@goodladandswank.com
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Jump Start Your New YearJump Start Your New Year
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Please Visit TER-TINIS.COM for Tribute Band Tickets 
ABBA • America • The Beatles • Bee Gees • Billy Joel • Bob Dylan • Buddy Holly

CSNY • The Dave Clark Five • The Eagles • Ed Sheeran • Elton John • Elvis
Fleetwood Mac • James Taylor • Jim Croce • Johnny Cash • Linda Rondstadt
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Classy Not Costly in Everything We Do
For Groups, Text Names to 239-344-6147 to Be Seated Together 
239-344-6147  |  1901 Crystal Drive, Fort Myers

UPCOMING EVENTS
6:30PM NIGHT SHOWS  |  2:45PM SUNDAY MATINEES
Night Shows-Doors Open at 5:30 & Sunday Matinee Shows-Doors Open at 2
With a Buffet-Meat, Fish & Chicken Dish, Pasta, Mixed Veggies, Rolls & Salad
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Fort Myers Primary 
Care and Wellness is 

currently welcoming new patients. 

Dr. Sabha, MD, CMD, is excited to an-
nounce the opening of his new prima-
ry care practice conveniently located 
across from Gulf Coast Medical Center, 
just off Metro Parkway. 

Dr. Sabha completed medical school 
at St George’s University and did his 
residency in family practice at St. Joseph 
Hospital in New York. With over 18 
years of clinical expertise, Dr. Sabha is 
a compassionate healthcare provider 
who has cared for critically ill hospi-
talized patients and managed skilled 
nursing facility patients, with a par-
ticular emphasis on the mental health 
well-being of the elderly. Additional-
ly, Dr. Sabha has long track record of 

demonstrated leadership as CEO and 
Co-Founder of FMA Hospitalists and 
later as a national Chief Medical Officer.  
He implemented quality care programs 
to reduce hospital readmissions and 
enhance overall patient outcomes. Dr. 
Sabha states, “As a patient, you can 
expect to be greeted with a caring, pro-
fessional attitude by our entire staff.  I 
will work with other team members to 
create a coordinated, personalized care 
plan.” He places particular emphasis on 
Wellness, Prevention and longevity in 
his approach. He is an avid Tennis Play-
er and competes in Local and National 
Competition when he is not spending 
time with his wife and two kids.

His dedication to compassionate 
healthcare ensures a welcoming and 
attentive experience for all new pa-
tients. Fort Myers Primary Care and 
Wellness is located at 14131 Metropolis 
Ave, # 105, Fort Myers, Florida 33912. 
Call Dr. Sabha at 239-922-0909 to make 
an appointment today. 

I’m officially old! However, in this case, 
I have mountains of data to objectively 
back up my cranky position. Some-
times, problems that are seemingly 
incredibly complex can be solved by 
simple solutions. I say there is a solu-
tion – the critical hiccup is whether 
the powers that be are willing to try 
to understand where they’ve gone 
wrong. 

My simple solution is to acknowl-
edge that our educational system 
switched from teaching methods 
that fostered a real understanding 
of subject matters to only teaching 
with the goal of kids passing standard-

ized tests. This shifts teachers from 
real teaching to focus on whatever 
the standardized test requires that 
school year instead. We’ve all taken a 
math test where we knew just enough 
to pass, but that knowledge was gone 
from our brains in weeks. Pretty much 
everyone remembers that one special 
teacher. They believed in you and, no 
matter the subject somehow made 
learning fun and, dare I say, enjoyable. 
If we could focus on figuring out what 
makes those teachers so magical and, 
in turn, develop an educational best 
practices kit to share with all teachers, 
kids would no longer learn just enough 
to pass. Because of this, they’d truly 
understand the subject and have a 

lifetime of knowledge instead of a few 
weeks of passing familiarity. The cur-
rent system gives them no real-world 
education because their learned skills 
only center around performance on a 
bureaucratically designed exam. Let’s 
work towards ditching these stan-
dardized tests. Let’s begin to allow 
high-performing administrators to 
stay in their schools. Let’s also allow 
them to mentor assistant principals 
in how they do their jobs so well and 
then send these well-trained admin-
istrators off to the schools that need 
help. This ensures the high-perform-
ing school stays that way, and then 
the school that needs help has an 
emerging new leader taught by the 

best. If good principals can stay put, it 
stands to reason, so will the teachers. 
Teachers can again buy homes near 
where they teach without fear of being 
re-assigned across the county, and, in 
a few years, we’ll begin to have real 
community schools that are thriving 
again. Let’s stop this focus on a goal 
of standardization and begin to focus 
on what really counts: educating our 
kids with the knowledge and skills 
that give them the best chances to 
have a fulfilling and successful life. 
Education has to stop “listening” to 
these standards, begin teaching again, 
and pursue the true goal of education, 
which is for kids to truly understand 
what they’ve been taught.
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New Primary Care Practice 
Opening By Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD

The “new” canine respiratory illness 
has gained much media attention since 
its first reporting earlier in the year.  
This condition has been included in a 
group of canine respiratory conditions 
referred to as Canine Infectious Re-
spiratory Disease Complex, or CIRDC.  
CIRDC respiratory conditions are ever 
present in our environment. Most of 
the diseases are seen and treated by 
veterinarians on a regular basis. Oth-
ers are seen less often.

Currently, there is no clearly iden-
tified infectious agent for this illness 
and not enough confirmed cases to say 
whether it is of immediate concern for 
the pet population.  However, several 
veterinary agencies are making efforts 
in the identification of its cause.  Until 
the cause of this condition is identi-
fied and a determination of  whether 
or not it is truly “nationwide”, our 
pets should be monitored closely, and 
general precautions should be taken.

The most common clinical sign of 
this illness is a honking cough that 
may sound like retching (or attempts 
to vomit). This cough may be wet or 
dry, mild or severe. Other signs include 
sneezing, discharge from the nose 
and eyes, lethargy, decreased appetite, 
vomiting, labored breathing (when 
pneumonia develops).  Signs may be 
mild or severe. Complications of this 

condition include pneumonia, chronic 
tracheobronchitis, and chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease (COPD) to 
name a few. Some pets have died due 
to complications related to this condi-
tion. Not all dogs show the same signs 
and signs do not develop in a partic-
ular order.  So, pay close attention to 
any changes in your pet’s health.

Currently, there is no one size fits 
all standard treatment for this illness. 
Typical treatment may include anti-
biotics, an anti-inflammatory agent 
and possibly a cough suppressant. 
However, veterinarians have been 
treating various respiratory diseases 
of dogs for a longtime. Discuss your 
concerns with have been treating var-
ious respiratory diseases of dogs for a 
longtime. Discuss your concerns with 
Remember, early treatment increases 
the chance of a healthier outcome.

Remember, early treatment increas-
es the chance of a healthier outcome.

• Vaccination:  make sure that your 
pets is vaccinated completely for 
diseases that cause respiratory 
symptoms.  This includes Distem-
per (Adenovirus), Parainfluenza, 
Bordetella (kennel cough) and 
Influenza.  Keep in mind, some of 
these vaccines require a booster 
within 3-4 weeks after the first 

dose to give your pet the best im-
mune response.

• Socialization:  While we do not 
want to disrupt our pet(s) social 
calendars, we must also be careful 
to monitor our pet’s exposure to 
potential sources of infection. This 
would include daycare, grooming 
(including mobile grooming), dog 
parks and any other types of so-
cial gatherings for pets that do 
not live in the same household.  
It is recommended to limit your 
pet’s socialization to smaller well-
known groups of similarly vacci-
nated pals.  Also, consider avoiding 
pets that have recently traveled 
out of your area (for at least 2 
weeks). They may carry potential 
infections that may harm your 
pet, even if they are not currently 
showing clinical signs.

• Fomites: Fomites are objects that 
may harbor potential contami-
nants (bacteria, viruses, fungus, 
chemicals, etc). Examples of these 
would be food bowls, water dishes, 
toys, bedding, clothing, unsani-
tized hands, etc).  Frequent sanita-
tion, cleaning and hand washing is 
highly recommended to decrease 
the potential of passing on germs 
from pet to pet and from pet to 
human and vice versa.

• Medical care:  It is best to have 
your pet seen by your veterinarian 
immediately if signs of illness are 
noticed.  The sooner the better.  
Delays in evaluation and treatment 
can cause worsening of signs and 
increases the potential of passing 
on the contagion to other pets. 
Treating at the earliest signs of 
illness generally leads to a better 
outcome than waiting for the signs 
to get worse and then starting 
treatment.

Be diligent in recognizing changes in 
your pets health and normal routine. 
Discuss with your veterinarian any 
signs of illness that your pet may be 
experiencing. There is no one size fits 
all when it comes to treating respirato-
ry diseases.  So, working closely with 
your veterinarian is the best way to 
ensure that your pet receives the best 
recommendation for their individual 
needs.

ABOUT DR. VEJA
TILLMAN,DVM

Dr. Tillman is a 2002 graduate of 
Tuskegee University School of Veteri-
nary Medicine. Her veterinary practice 
and work experience focuses on health 
and wellness of pets. She is the owner 
of Just 4 Pets Wellness Center and can 
be reached at 239-270-5721.

“New” Canine Respiratory Condition By Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM

Promoting Wellness
WELLNESS & SICK PET EXAMS

DENTAL CLEANING AND SURGERY
IN-HOUSE DIAGNOSTICS

CAR SIDE OR IN CLINIC VISITS
COVID CONSCIOUS FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL
APPOINTMENTS SCHEDULED TO MAINTAIN 

“PHYSICAL DISTANCING”
EXAM ROOMS SANITIZED BETWEEN

APPOINTMENTS
MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Hours of Operation
Mon | Wed | Thurs | Fri : 8 AM to 6 PM 

Tues : By Appointment Only
Open First Saturdays Of Every Month, 8am To 12pm

239-270-5721
www.Just4PetsFL.vet

8911 Daniels Parkway, Suite 7 | Fort Myers, FL 33912

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS 

(239) 922-0909
14131 Metropolis Ave, # 105

Fort Myers, FL 33912

Dr. Sabha is a compassionate provider with extensive clinical experience of over 18 years, 
including caring for very sick hospitalized patients and managing skilled nursing facility patients 
with a special focus on mental health well-being in the elderly. He has National Leadership 
as a Chief Medical Officer, setting up quality care programs to decrease hospitalizations and 
improve quality outcomes for patients.

Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD is delighted to announce the launching of his new primary care 
practice right across the street from Gulf Coast Medical Center, off Metro Parkway.

NEW PRIMARY CARE
PRACTICE OPENING

Fort Myers Primary Care and Wellness
is now accepting Patients.

“As a patient, you can expect 
to be greeted with a caring, 
professional attitude by our 
entire staff. I will work with 
other team members to create 
a coordinated, personalized 
care plan.”

-Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD

Photo: Dr. Khalid Sabha, 
MD, Fort Myers Primary 
Care & Wellness. 



*Based on 30 Year Fixed 5.5% FHA Mortgage with 3% Down 
Payment. Payment Reflects Principle and Interest Only! 1400 Homestead Road N. • 239-369-6161

1/4 Acre Lots   
from $14,900
1/2 Acre Lots
from $20,000

THINKING OF SELLING?
WHAT IS YOUR

HOUSE WORTH?
Contact us today for a FREE market 

analysis of your property.
NO OBLIGATION.

CALL TODAY
239-369-6161

RENTALS
AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE
LOTS FOR

SALE!
$1,595
AVAILABLE AT

CALL TODAY
239-491-3300

BEACON SQUARE 2/2
Turnkey furnished!! Inside utility and screened 
lanai. All set for year round living or to escape 
the northern winter weather.

ADELIA PIMENTEL       
adeliaswfl@gmail.com

239-462-4053

GOLFWOOD CONDO
55+ community. Attached carports separate 
the condos so you have no shared common 
walls. Two bedroom two bath with open 
floorplan.

ELEGANT LIVING
East Greens Community 2 bedroom 2 bath 
condo in 55+ community. Open floor plan. 
Attached carport and a recently updated roof.

PAUL JACOBS        
agentpauljacobs@gmail.com     

239-371-1365

READY FOR THE FINISHING 
TOUCHES
Needs interior remodel completion.  New roof 
in 2017, newer water systems, CBS construc-
tion, 3 bedroom 2 bath, half acre lot on quiet 
street. Only $249,900.

BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED 3/2
This gemstone is located in the heart of Fort 
Myers. Features new tiles, impact resistant 
windows, new appliances, updated kitchen, 
Florida room, fruit trees and so much more

AYO MICHAEL             
seyomide2000@aol.com

239-770-8523

WELL MAINTAINED 3/2
This is a 3 bedroom 2 bath home with a den 
plus office. Luxurious tile throughout, granite 
countertos in kitchen & baths. New roof 2022, 
new water softner 2023. A must see to appre-
ciate.

ROXANN VEKICH   
theveks2000@aol.com

239-823-1402

VERANDAS AT KELLY GREENS
Fabulous 1st floor unit with beautiful view.  
Rehab in progress, still time to pick your col-
ors! Remodel to include raised ceiling in kitch-
en, double sinks in main bathroom, new A/C 
electrical rewire, LVP thoughout and more.

JOAN BAAB      
jbaab@aol.com

239-848-7603

BEAUTIFUL SALT WATER 
POOL HOME
Pool and 4 bedrooms, perfect for your family.  
Split bedrooms, extras galore, close to Lehigh 
Middle School.

KAREN MAKOWSKI           
karenrealtor33905@gmail.com

607-259-9289

POTENTIAL COMMERCIALNEW YEAR NEW HOME!!
Nicely updated 3/2. Includes detached 2 car 
garage/workshop. Very spacious home, excel-
lent location.

Don’t miss! Amazing home! 3 bedroom 2 
baths + den, solar panels, great location close 
to SR82. Relax outside with beautiful view of 
canal. Enjoy comfort + convenience. Schedule 
private showiing now!

LYNNE BRANTLEY             
schirmer5@aol.com

239-491-3300

LUIS GONZALEZ 
luisfgonzalez@yahoo.com

239-269-9931

URSZULA GALEK    
ursularealtor@yahoo.com

847-830-4722

WILLOW LAKE 3/2
2 Bedroom 2 bath with a den. Gated 
community located centrally in town. 
Plantation shutters, granite countertops and 
well kept.

PAMELA DICKINSON    
pamsellsit@gmail.com

239-887-0837

BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION!
Nestled on quiet dead end street features 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, kitchen has stainless steel 
appliances, impact windows and 1856 sq ft of 
living area.

ESPERENCIA CADET             
espycadet@gmail.com

239-478-5492

JESSICA SLISHER        
jessica.slisher@aol.com

239-297-4167

$175,000

$249,900

$359,900

$409,900

$185,000

$269,000

$377,000

$410,000

$199,900

$297,500

$399,000

$469,900

CBPPI.com • 239-369-6161 • 800-320-8144

PREFERRED PROPERTIES



Experienced. Passionate. Straightforward.
FAMILY LAW & CIVIL LITIGATION ATTORNEY SERVICING EAST LEE COUNTY

Contact Us Today For Your FREE 30-Minute Consultation
239-691-9459 / 239-491-2180 / Melissa@Barris.Law

PATERNITY • CHILD SUPPORT
DIVORCE • CHILD CUSTODY

CREDITORS’ RIGHTS
PAYMENT PLANS OFFERED • BILINGUAL

4513 LEE BLVD / LEHIGH ACRES, FLORIDA 33971 / MELISSABARRISLAW.COM

CANERIMPACTWINDOWS.COM
LICENSE #CGC1530091

Hurricane Protection • Energy Efficiency • Sound Reduction
Update, Modernize & Beautify Your Home • Burglar Safe 

Payments as Low as $150/MONTH, NO PAYMENTS for Up to 18 Months, Paid for With Your Property Taxes
Conventional, SUPER SIMPLE & SECURE, Same as Cash, Second Mortgages, FHA Title 1 Loans

Select Your Own Payment Program 
with a Lender with Qualified Credit

Proud Distributor of

W E  W I S H  Y O U  A  H A P P Y

Call Us Today at 239.722.4601  Call Us Today at 239.722.4601  
for Your FREE CONSULTATIONfor Your FREE CONSULTATION

HAPPY NEW YEAR SPECIALS!

$100 
Off Windows

$200
Off Doors
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The General Woman’s Club of Le-
high Acres have been busy making 
160 boxes homemade cookies to be 
distributed at the Lehigh Community 
Services’ Senior Christmas party on 
Friday, December 8th. The General 
Woman’s Club of Lehigh Acres is a 
non-profit organization made up of 
women of diverse backgrounds and 
ages who work together to improve 
the lives of our Lehigh Acres residents 
and community.  

The General Woman’s Club of Le-
high Acres will hold their monthly 
meeting on Friday, January 19th, 
2024, at the Rise Christian Church 
(50 Bell Blvd. Lehigh Acres, FL) 
at 1:00 PM. There will be a silent 
auction, and members are asked 
to have their auction items at the 

church by 12:20 PM on January 
19th JUST REMEMBER YOUR JUNK 
IS SOMEONE ELSE’S TREASURES!

This is also the day for our mem-
bership drive. Please bring poten-
tial members with you.

Our next upcoming event will be 
our quarterly auction taking place 
on Saturday, January 20th, 2024 at 
Mugs N’ Jugs Restaurant  (5512 8th 
St. West, Lehigh Acres, FL). Food 
and Drinks will be available for 
purchase at Mugs N’ Jugs.

ABOUT GENERAL
WOMAN’S CLUB OF

LEHIGH ACRES

The General 
Woman’s Club of 
Lehigh Acres is a 
non-profit orga-
nization. The club 
has been in exis-
tence since 1964. 
Their mission is 
to bring together 
women of diverse 
backgrounds and 
of all ages to pro-
vide opportuni-
ties for them to 
help themselves 
and others grow 
through humanitarian and social 
events.

The General Woman’s Club of 

Lehigh Acres always welcomes new 
members and encourages anyone 
interested in joining to call our 
membership chair person: Betty 
Smith – 239-850-6617.

General Woman’s Club of Lehigh Acres By Melissa Barry

Photo: Melissa Barry, Lehigh Community Services, along with 
some club members who participated and delivered the cookies: 
Connie Puzevic, Fran DelPalma, Marsha Leap, Betty Walsh, and 
Bobi Goloja.

Why pay Dealership prices when you can get the 
same Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

31 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.   //   ALL REPAIRS! MINOR TO MAJOR.    //   SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS.   //   LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED!

Front or Rear Brake Job
CARS 

$235.00
TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs 

$275.00

Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.
Disc brakes only. Rotors Included.
Offer expires 01/31/24

MV93177

Owner Michael Stanek

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a filter

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a filter

* Oil disposal additional cost

* Oil disposal additional cost

Synthetic Blend Oil Change

Full Synthetic Oil Change

$4099

$7099 239-851-5352

OPEN
Monday through Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

410 Leonard Blvd N. Unit 4
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 



NETWORKING AT ITS FINEST
The SWFL Business Network invites you to two of

our Networking meals. Breakfast or Lunch, your choice!
Weekly Wednesday Lunch

Connection Meeting
Every Wednesday • 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM

(Meeting starts at noon)

BEEF O’BRADY’S
2514 Santa Barbara Blvd

Cape Coral, FL 33914 

Weekly Friday Breakfast
Connection Meeting

Every Friday • 7:30 AM to 9:30 AM
(Come and go as you please)

European-American Bakery
12450 Metro Pkwy

Fort Myers, FL 33966

SECOND FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH
12:00PM TO 1:30PM

BEEF O’BRADY’S CAPE CORAL
2514 SANTA BARBARA BLVD

CAPE CORAL, FL 33914 

NETWORK, SOCIALIZE, AND
CONNECT WITH THE PROFESSIONAL 

WOMEN OF THE COMMUNITY. 

MEETING IS FREE - PLUS THE COST OF LUNCH

INVITES YOU
TO JOIN US

WWW.SWFLBUSINESSNETWORK.COM • 239-470-5611

 Painting with Unparalleled Quality,
Value and Customer Service

2niceguys.net  |  (239) 690-1479
Licensed & Insured #CGC1526754

Call Today For A Free Consultation
For Your Home Or Business.

A Family Owned And Operated Business
Committed To Excellence In Craftsmanship
Mention Seeing Our Ad In The East Lee County News!

A DIVISION OF

I n t e r i o r  a n d  E x t e r i o r  P a i n t i n g

2 Nice Guys, Inc.

Beautifying Southwest Florida Since 2003.

Give your home a finished look. 
A little paint equals big impact!

2024

Home Flood Auto Motorcycle Boat

All Your Insurance Needs Under One Roof

2 LOCATIONS
to Better Serve you!

The Smith & Mitchell Agency

Give us a call or visit us online for a FREE Quote
on your Home, Auto, or Flood Insurance.

9230 Daniels Parkway,
Fort Myers, FL 33912

1205 Piper Blvd
Naples, FL 34110 

• Local, expert insurance counsel
• More choice in insurance companies
• True peace of mind
• Insurance the way it’s supposed to be

(239) 603-8200
 www.smithandmitchellagency.com

Tyler Smith, Agency Owner Chris Mitchell, Agency Owner

The insurance agency reinvented around you.®

1230  Taylor Lane, Lehigh Acres, FL    |    FountainCrestRet.com   |   RSVP: (239) 674-6585

IT’SIT’SIT’S

Freyda Thomas
Broadway diva  

WITHWITHWITH

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18TH   |  2:00PM

CLASSIC SHOW TUNES  
FEATURING FREYDA THOMAS

 Freyda entertains with her exceptional  
vocal talent and audience interaction.  
She’ll be singing some of classics from  
beloved Hollywood Musicals.

50/50 RAFFLE | DOOR PRIZES AND REFRESHMENTS!

Knowing With Certainty
Is Going With Certainty

ToKnowWithCertainty.com • 239-410-2771
14600 Fair Havens Road, Fort Myers, Florida 33908

For years Christians have been on the losing side of a battle that 
must not be lost. That battle is for the loss of youth from the 
Christian church in America that is having dire consequences 
for the church and America.

To Know with Certainty’s purpose is to assuage doubt and 
build a confident faith based on evidence from the Bible, the 
sciences and history.

The Battle We Must Not Lose is a clarion call to the church 
and parents to become the frontline contenders in the faith 
development of children. It presents the pending consequences 
of continued inaction and the necessary steps and actions to 
win this battle for our youth.



Why should anyone 
lose sleep over what 
happens in little Alva, 
Florida, or any other 
rural area?  For many, 
Florida’s planned com-

munities offer the seemingly perfect 
lifestyle with their protective gates, 
golf courses and clubhouses.  But once 
outside the cloistered existence, we 
begin to see the devastating effects 
of Sprawl. 

 I was born in Washington, D. C., 
but grew up in a distant city suburb. 
I rode horses, climbed trees, built 
forts and played with neighborhood 
friends.   Evenings were filled with 
the sounds of whippoorwills and bob-
whites calling their mates.  Coveys of 
quail frequented my back yard and it 
was not unusual to see deer grazing 
in our yard. When we got sick, our 
pediatrician would make a house call 
or we were seen in his office without 
delay.  The treatment was usually a 
prescription of a ghastly green con-
coction, which was mostly alcohol, 
but it always worked.   No one wait-
ed for weeks to see their doctor or 
was forced to go to urgent care or an 
ER for minor health issues. Teachers 
had time for their students and crime 
was something one only saw on the 
evening news. Life wasn’t perfect, 
but we all knew we were living the 
American Dream.  Now, the sound of 
whippoorwills is only a memory, our 
forts and treehouses have been bull-
dozed over and replaced with tightly 
packed subdivisions. With time, our 
community expanded, neighborhoods 
became more restrictive, and children 
could no longer stray far from their 
own backyards. Hometowns became 
a thing of the past, replaced with con-
dos, duplexes and houses on tiny lots. 
Children once played outdoors, inter-
acted with and appreciated nature.  
Now they sequester themselves in 
their rooms with their designer sheets 
and handheld devices, rarely speaking 
face to face with their fellow humans, 
let alone their parents. The sense of 
community is gone with the cows, 
horses, forests and fields. It may be 
time to bring it all back or, at the very 
least, reign in the sprawl.

Florida has suffered a similar fate. 
Lee County’s rural community of Alva 
faces off with aggressive developers 
and complacent County Commission-
ers who are perpetuating the problem 
of irresponsible over-development. 
Alva has become a microcosm of the 
issues that face us all in Lee County 
and much of the nation.  What are now 
pristine fields, pastures and precious 
(and increasingly rare) habitats in ru-
ral Alva have been slated for a massive 
development by Neal Communities.   
The proposed subdivision would near-
ly triple the existing population of 
the area. The housing density of one 

dwelling unit per acre dictated by the 
county plan has been promoted by 
the Board of County Commissioner 
and large developers to increase the 
density to 1.39 dwellings per acre to 
include over 1000 homes on 738 acres 
consisting of duplexes and houses on 
30-40 foot-wide lots.  This represents 
a disregard for the community plan 
that was so thoughtfully created by 
those impacted.  The property is cur-
rently a combination of woods, pas-
ture, wetlands and critical habitat. It 
is home to protected and endangered 
wildlife, with recent sightings of pan-
ther, caracara, spoonbills and gopher 
tortoise.  Some of these species are 
considered to be keystone species 
as they support and are necessary to 
the existence of other species. While, 
as a whole, the community of Alva 
is not opposed to development, it is 
opposed to the devastating effect of 
high-density housing and the corre-
sponding population surge that will 
destroy our rural feel and collapse 
our infrastructure. The neighboring 
property (owned by our Lee County 
Commission Mike Greenwell) has al-
ready been approved for 400,000 SF 
of commercial space to include a big 
Box store and apartments.  Such de-
velopment will compound the existing 
problems involving the wildlife corri-
dor, availability of timely healthcare, 
emergency services, traffic, teacher 
shortages and the affected quality of 
our rivers and beaches. Developers 
who live elsewhere dump their houses 
and retreat to their neighborhoods, 
leaving the consequences of overde-
velopment behind. 

On a daily basis, the impact of Sprawl 
manifests itself as endless hours stuck 
in traffic. Add seasonal snowbirds and 
visitors to the mix and paradise starts 
to feel like The Hunger Games.  Grid-
lock is a symptom of a serious issue 
and is directly population-driven.  If a 
patient is bleeding to death, you don’t 
jump in and wash his sheets, you stop 
the bleeding. The carte blanche ap-
proval of proposed large high-density 
development, compounded by the lack 
of infrastructure, is the underlying 
pathology we all have to deal with. 
It’s a disease that needs treatment 
and the prescription lies with our Lee 
Board of County Commissioners.  The 
ill effects of worsening traffic aren’t 
simply an inconvenience. Our very 
health is also at risk. 

 When was the last time you could 
see a doctor promptly?  An acute ill-
ness or injury may have to wait days, 
weeks or months for treatment.  This 
forces many patients to seek care at 
an urgent care center, which often 
refers them back to their primary care 
physician, thus creating a Catch-22 
situation. Worse, patients flood our 
ERs with non-emergency cases, thus 
delaying critical services and causing 
prolonged wait times. Why? It boils 
down to poor planning!  According 

to the Florida Medi-
cal Association, a re-
port from IHS Markit, 
commissioned by the 
Florida Safety Net 
Hospital Alliance and 
the Florida Hospital 
Association, projects 
a shortfall of 17,924 
physicians in the Sun-
shine State by 2035. 
This analysis is based 
on projected supply 
and demand, account-
ing for Florida’s pop-
ulation growth. The 
greatest shortages in 
Lee County are in Cape 
Coral, Lehigh Acres and Fort Myers.  
Emergency services are struggling to 
keep up with demand as well due to 
increasing numbers of patients and an 
aging population that requires greater 
levels of care.  The Lee County Staff 
Report states,” Lee County CAN NOT 
yet sufficiently serve the entirety of 
the subject property within the “es-
tablished response time threshold”.   
 

If your child is healthy enough to 
attend and can get to school with an 
already overtaxed bus system, there 
may not be a desk or a teacher waiting 
for him when he arrives. Lee County 
is facing a severe shortage of teachers 
and classrooms.  According to Lee 
County School Board representative 
Armor Person, Riverdale High School 
has no room to add more seats for 
the expected 2,000-3,000 new stu-
dents coming into the area thanks 
to the expansion of Babcock Ranch 
and the proposed Neal Communities 
projects near Alva.  So despite the lack 
of student space, teachers, doctors 
and emergency services, our County 
Commissioners continue to approve 
the unchecked growth of Lee County.

Local elections are increasingly im-
portant as the tie between local gov-
ernment and developers has become 
an unholy union.  Lee County Com-
missioners and land developers are 
stuck together like conjoined twins.  
Neither makes a move without the 
other. Our District 5 commissioner, 
Mike Greenwell, had his own land 
rezoned after taking office.  Many be-
lieve this to be a conflict of interest 
and a blatant move to profit from his 
elected position personally.  In the 
meantime, irresponsible development 
degrades every aspect of our quality 
of life. Who are our elected officials 
beholding to? Is it their constituents, 
or is it the developers?  The recent 
fight over building heights on Capti-
va demonstrates the answer. Despite 
overwhelming local opposition to tall 
and high-density buildings on Captiva, 
the public petition with over 13,000 
signatures was ignored in favor of the 
developers. 

We have been told development for 
development’s sake is beneficial. They 

call it “growth,” but in truth, unbridled 
development hurts us all. At some 
point, we must hit the pause button 
and make strategic decisions about 
how we want our communities to 
look and function. Our responsibili-
ty is to elect honest and responsible 
leaders and hold our state and local 
officials accountable for poor man-
agement. Our commissioners must 
stop green-lighting developers and the 
exponential growth masked in their 
shiny plans and slick pandering.  These 
projects are planned, approved, and 
forwarded through our county politics 
without regard to infrastructure and 
the effect on the community. More 
importantly our officials are tone deaf 
to the voice of the constituents they 
have sworn to represent. 

So what’s the fix?  First, learn the 
reputation, background, and track 
record of each candidate for county 
commissioner.  Second, vote in your 
party’s primary. Good elections start 
with good candidates. Ask yourself 
who will listen to their constituents 
and live under the same rules as those 
he/she represents.  Just because a 
candidate has achieved fame in the 
past, it does mean he will make a good 
leader.  Get involved and attend local 
government meetings.  You may be 
shocked at what you experience.

Ultimately, we all need to take note 
of little rural Alva, Florida and come 
to her aid.  Our Lee County Board 
of Commissioners tentatively plans 
to meet on January 17th to vote on 
the transmittal of CPA 2022, which 
will amend the county plan to bring 
public water and sewer to over 1000 
acres of rural land.  Go to leegov.com 
for up-to-date information. Let this 
be your Call to Action. It’s time for all 
of us in Lee County to let our County 
Commissioners know that SPRAWL 
HURTS US ALL.

ABOUT SUSAN ALLEN

Susan Allen is an Alva resident and 
the Secretary for ALVA STRONG, whose 
mission is to unite the region to pro-
tect the rural character of Alva, Florida. 
To preserve the past, influence the 
future, and enjoy Florida’s Natural 
state. www.alvastong.org 
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Senator Kathleen Passidomo and 
Senator Johnathan Martin greeted con-
stituents and county leaders at the 
annual pre-session luncheon at Plan-
tation Golf and Tennis Club Monday, 
December 18th. Senator Passidomo 
talked about the Live Local and Live 

Healthy initiatives that address afford-
able workforce housing and initiatives 
to attract and retain healthcare provid-
ers and train them locally. There is a 
substantial amount of work happening 
now on addressing mental health con-
cerns and people experiencing home-

lessness. She spoke about upcoming 
agenda items relating to deregulating 
public schools to make them easier to 
function. Senator Martin talked about 
cracking down on casino arcades and 
massage parlors that are not following 
the law or are illegal. Senator Martin 

has 70 bills drafted and 10 filed. He 
urged everyone to keep up with the 
Senate website and let him know per-
sonally if something in a bill is going 
to affect how they work, live, or play.

www.flsenate.gov

Sprawl Hurts Us All

Senators Greet Constituents And County Leaders At Annual 
Pre-Session Luncheon

By Susan Allen

By Katrina Salokar

Photo: “The Tree” by James Kennedy captures the heart of rural Alva

Photo: Joseph K Lamb Jr, Grant Fichter, and 
David Deetscreek

Fort Myers City Planning Board member 
Terri Lewis is with Katrina Salokar of THE 
ROAR

Photo: Grant Fichter and Commissioner 
Brian Hammam

Photo: Matt Calwell, Charlotte Rae Nicely of 
Lehigh Community Services, and FGUA Staff 
Members Mike Currier and Donna Lizotte

Photo: Senator Kathleen Passidomo is with 
Katie Larsen, Government Relations for Lee 
Health

Photo: Representative Adam Botana, 
Representation Mike Giallombardo, Lee 
County Clerk of Court Kevin Karnes, and 
Samuel Fisher Lee County School Board

Photo: Grant Fichter, Director of Surveying 
at AIM Engineering, with Matt Caldwell

Photo: Sponsors AIM Engineering and 
Survey, Inc with Molly Scott of ChrisTel 
Construction

Photo: Susan Allen 
www.alvastrong.org
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In 1901 the Founder of the town 
of Alva, Danish Sea Captain Peter 
Nelson and librarian Esther Hover 
started the Alva Book Club. The 
Book Club grew in size and even-
tually outgrew the living rooms 
of the local residents and in 1906 
the Alva Library Association was 
formed. Peter Nelson decided to 
donate some of his property for a 
Community Library, and in 1909 
with the financial help of the com-
munity and Mr. Charles A. Dean, 
the funding to build the Library 
was in place. On March 27th, 1909, 
A.J. English began construction on 

the project and finished on July 5th 
of that year. It would be the first 
community library in Southwest 
Florida. 

The Alva Garden Club became 
involved in 1974 and offered to 
turn the Library into a Museum. 
Miss Irby Clay, Mrs. Dan (Alice) 
English and Mrs. Margaret Foster 
made up the Museum Commit-
tee while Be Skillinger and Mattie 
Watkins of the Garden Club and 
many other community members 
donated their time and funds to 
make the museum a reality. The 
Museum building itself is a site 
to behold and a testament to the 
craftsmanship and ingenuity of 
the early settlers of the area. The 
Museum experience includes a vis-
it to The Owanita Baptist Chapel, 
built 1901, which was moved to 
the Alva Methodist Church after 
the 1926 hurricane, and later to 
the Museum grounds. 

The Museum is a treasure trove 
of local artifacts, historical doc-
uments, photographs, book, tex-
tiles, a dugout canoe pulled from 
the river bottom and many other 
amazing things that represent the 

history of not just Alva, 
but all of Southwest Flor-
ida. The Museum is open 
every Saturday from 10-2 
and fully funded by do-
nations and help from 
the community. There is 
almost always a local leg-
end or a newcomer to the 
area visiting the museum, 
and often at the same time 
which makes for some 
great conversation and 
connections. The Muse-
um holds events from time 
to time and recently host-
ed a photography exhibit 
with John Brady. You can 
find the Alva Museum on 
Facebook or visit their 
website for more informa-
tion. If you are in the area, 
and looking for a step backwards 
in time, feel free to come on by and  

visit, you will definitely not regret 
it.

www.mypetsvet.net

61 Bell Blvd N, Unit 2
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

In the Winn Dixie Plaza at the 
corner of Joel & Bell Blvd.

Se Haba Español

239.368.8387

Monday - Friday            8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday                       8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sunday                                               Closed

Dr. Rafael Cartelli

Find us on

FULL SERVICE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

• Examinations
• Vaccinations
• Surgery
• Comprehensive Dental 
   Care
• Health Certificates

• In-House Laboratory
• Annual Wellness 
   Packages
• Pharmacy
• Heartworm and Flea 
   Prevention Products

Call us to schedule an appointment today!
(239) 368-8387

Keep Your Pets Protected

We carry affordable options for 
HEARTWORM, FLEA AND TICK 

prevention to keep your pets protected!

MY PET’S VET
of Lehigh Acres

Rabies/Lee County Licenses
NOW AVAILABLE

Dr. Rafael Cartelli

hair | nails | waxing | packages | gift certificates
Amy | Debbie | Brandy | Brittany | Kelly | Lori

11300 Lindbergh Blvd, #108 (Next to Norman Love)

www.trendsettersfl.com 239.768.6861
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Photo: Portrait of Captain Peter Nelson; the 
founder of Alva

Photo: Interior of Alva Musuem

Photo: Interior of Alva Musuem 

The Alva Museum

Continental Women’s Club
 The Continental Women’s Club will 

hold its monthly luncheon meeting on 
Thursday, January 4th at 11:30 a.m. at 
The Hideaway Country Club. 

 
Our January program will feature 

a presentation by Haley Volcy, Mem-
bership and Community Outreach Or-
ganizer for The Alliance for the Arts.   
You are invited to attend and learn 
how this vibrant nonprofit visual and 
performing arts center is fulfilling its 
mission to transform lives and improve 
our community through the arts. 

 
Continental Women’s Club is a social, 

cultural, and philanthropic organiza-
tion established in 1975, and mem-
bership is open to women living in Lee 
County. We have many special events 
and interest groups within our Club 
that you can participate in for social 
and educational purposes. Meetings 
are held on the first Thursday of each 
month at 11:30 am at The Hideaway 
Country Club, 5670 Trailwinds Drive, 
Fort Myers 33907.   The cost to at-
tend the luncheon is $25.  Reservation 
deadline for January 4th is Tuesday, 
December 26th.    Please call Liz Paul 
at 239-691-7561 for additional infor-
mation or to make a reservation. 

By Grant Fichter

By Liz Paul

URGENT CALL TO ACTION

ALVA URGENTLY NEEDS YOUR
PRESENCE AT THIS HEARING!

WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 17TH

9:30 AM

THE BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HEARING FOR CPA 2022-00019

CARY+DUKE+POVIA MAP 
AMENDMENT

TIME & DATE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
PLEASE CHECK ALVASTRONG.ORG.

2120 MAIN ST.
FORT MYERS, FL 33901

GO TO ALVASTRONG.ORG, SIGN THE PETITION,
AND EMAIL OUR LEE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PARKING: LEE CO., SECOND ST., LOT 1648, HENDRY ST., FORT MYERS

PREMIUM PARKING LOT: 2201 SECOND ST., FORT MYERS

NOW THAT WE SEE THE PROBLEM...
SAVE ALVA TODAY!

www.AlvaStrong.org

We encourage each resident to attend 
and speak for 3 minutes to the Board.

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!

Preserving Our Rural Roots



At this writing we 
close the year 2023 

with an improving economy and with 
the recognition that many of our cit-
izens and families are experiencing 
hardship and rising costs in housing 
as well as housing shortages that has 
put a strain on many.  Several residents 
have called the Chamber of Commerce 
out of fear and frustration on the out of 
reach costs for property insurance, car 

insurance and costs that add burdens 
to our moderate income residents and 
seniors.  Small businesses in Lehigh 
Acres often speak of the tough climate 
our area has experienced for years.

Yet local government at all levels 
combined with the market turns to 
the eastern part of our county for the 
future – that is here!  Our State Road 
82 is proving to be a zone for economic 
growth between Lehigh Acres and 
Gateway.  New employers of nationally 
known companies are planning for 
their arrival.  And, all of this needs 
to be planned and coordinated.  Stay 
tuned.

Photo: 
Mike Welch
Let Us Hear From You!
Contact Us At:
voicesoflehigh@gmail.
com

Photo: Sheriff Carmine 
Marceno, Lee County 
Sheriff

REWARD POINTS
DOUBLE
ON MONDAYS IN january!

USA Caputo Cup Champions
 1st Place -“Non-Traditional”- Twice!

239.313.5155 • FINEFOLKPIZZA.COM
11300 LINDBERGH BLVD, SUITE 114 • FORT MYERS
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It’s that time of 
year!  Lee County pop-
ulation swells with 
guests and tourists.  
Our restaurants and 
retail stores are brim-

ming with activity, with shoppers and 
long lines.

While many of us have visions of 
sugar plums dancing in our heads, 
there are others with less pleasant 
thoughts…criminals and thieves.

When out dining or shopping…
please avoid complacency.

While we are out and about enjoying 
the season and each other’s company, 
less scrupulous individuals are watch-
ing and waiting for their victims to 
become inattentive and vulnerable.

Thieves make their moves when you 
are not focused on your purse, your 
wallet, your shopping bags, your cell 
phone.  Their criminal partners may 
even cause a distraction…bumping 
into you, asking directions or posing 
a question, making a loud noise that 
attracts your immediate attention.  
When occupied or looking in another 
direction, one is additionally vulner-
able.

Purses left hanging from the back of 
restaurant seats or left in unattended 
shopping carts are extremely suscep-
tible to theft.  Place handbags on your 
lap or between your feet while dining.  
Never leave your bag open or in the 
shopping cart child-seat.  Inevitably, 
you will reach for an item on a shelf, 
compare prices or search for a partic-
ular product.  In those brief moments, 
your purse is accessible to thieves.

Avoid carrying large amounts of cash 

or utilizing ATMs alone during the 
evening hours and/or in poorly lit ar-
eas.  Be certain that you are not being 
followed when departing from ATMs.

Lastly, do not leave purchases, fire-
arms or other valuables unattended 
or in plain sight in parked vehicles.  
Thieves scour parking lots looking for 
valuables and removing them takes 
mere seconds.

The Lee County Sheriff ’s Office has 
increased patrols and added signifi-
cant resources throughout the county 
for the holiday season. Sheriff Carmine 
Marceno is committed to keeping all 
residents, guests and visitors safe.

Let us all be careful and aware and 
have a wonderful holiday season!

Happy New Year – 2024! May East Lee County And Its   
Communities Experience Continuing Prosperity And Recovery 
In The New Year!

Remaining Alert During The Holidays

By Mike Welch

By Sheriff Carmine Marceno

Photo: State Senate President Kathleen Passidomo (R-Naples/East Lee County) with 
the Singing Trio of Harnes Marsh Middle School at the Annual Pre-Session Legisla-
tive Luncheon 12/18/23

Photo: Thief With Gloves Looks In Stolen Purse

VoicES oF LEHigH



Find out more about us at
LIFESTYLESHEALTHCAREGROUP.COM

NEED PAIN
RELIEF?

LOOKING FOR A NEW HOME FOR YOUR 
PAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM?

11300 LINDBERGH BLVD # 110 | FORT MYERS, FL 33913

LIFESTYLESHEALTHCAREGROUP.COM • 239.334.9355

REGENERATIVE MEDICINE   |   CHIROPRACTIC   |   X-RAY
PHYSICAL MEDICINE   |   REHABILITATION   |   ON-SITE DIGITAL 
ON-SITE DIAGNOSTIC ULTRASOUND   |   INFUSION THERAPY

*The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to pay, cancel the payment or 
be reimbursed for payment for any other services, examination or treatment which performed as a 
result of and within seventy-two hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted 

or reduced service, examination or treatment. Limited time. We accept most insurance plans.
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Stephen J. Gillis
V.P. National Sales
Phone: 800-437-8418
Cell: 847-921-2182
Email: sgillis@schielegroup.com

www.theschielegroup.com

Sheet-Fed UV

Continuous Forms

Heatset Web

Grand Format
Fulfillment

Variable Data

Full Lettershop

100% Union

Direct Mail

Brochures

Books

Magazines

Specialty Coatings

Translucent Styrene

Plastic Cards

Card Carriers

Loyalty Programs

POP

Banners

Signage

Wall Coverings

Cut Vinyl

Products & Services

 In a school year when students and 
staff were disproportionately impact-
ed by the devastation of Hurricane Ian, 
the School District of Lee County is 
proud to announce that  we have made 
excellent progress related to student 
outcomes. The  results are reflected in 
the Florida Department of Education’s 
2022-2023 School Grades Report.  

Eighteen (18) schools earned an 
“A” grade from the State of Florida 
including 12 elementary, three middle, 
two high schools and one K-8. New 
additions to the “A” list included Gulf, 
Edison Park and Trafalgar Elementary 
Schools. Three Oaks Middle School 
also joined the list of the highest rank-
ing schools within the School District 
of Lee County (SLDC) . An additional 
10 schools also improved their school 
grade by one letter from last year. 

Most notable in the improvements 
were G. Weaver Hipps Elementary, 
Manatee Elementary and Fort My-
ers Middle Academy. During a year of 
impact from Hurricane Ian and new 
testing standards, these schools im-
proved their grades to a “C” and will 
be released from state supervision.

“Our administrators, principals, 
teachers, paraprofessionals and stu-
dents worked diligently under very 
trying circumstances last year and 
the overall rise in achievement is 
due to their effort and hard work,” 
said Superintendent Dr. Christopher 
Bernier. “Lives and learning were in-
terrupted by a major hurricane and 
new state implemented testing stan-
dards. Our staff rose to the challenge 
and removed three schools from state 
supervision and increased the overall 

student outcomes which are reflected 
in the improved school grades. We are 
proud and they should celebrate and 
recognize their commitment that led 
to the outcomes and the grades they 
earned.”

The District increased its overall 
score by 6 points in the 2022-2023 
School Grades Report. The increase 
would have earned an “A” last year, but 
under the new standards, the District 
maintains its “B” grade for the 9th 
consecutive year. Dr. Bernier remains 
committed to increasing performance 
and says the District is on the right 
path to become an “A” District. 

Nineteen (19) District schools 
earned a “B” in the 2022-2023 School 
Grades Report.  With the support of 
District staff, schools will now use 

the baseline grades from the FAST 
assessment to make changes in in-
structional practices that will lead to 
better outcomes for students.

As a part of Florida’s first-in-the-
nation transition to using progress 
monitoring instead of traditional high 
stakes testing, grades for the 2022-
2023 school year serve as a baseline 
and carry no negative consequenc-
es. Following the transition to the 
B.E.S.T. standards, FDOE developed 
a new test, Florida’s Assessment of 
Student Thinking (FAST). FAST is a 
progress monitoring system that pro-
vides teachers, students and parents 
real-time, immediate and actionable 
data at the beginning, middle and end 
of the school year to drive student 
improvement.

School District Scores Improvement in 2022-2023 School 
Grades Report By Lee County School District

Montage Women’s Club
 The Montage Women’s Club is a 

social and philanthropic club open 
to all women residing in Lee County.  
We meet on the fourth Thursday of 
each month at The Club at Pelican 
Preserve, 9802 Pelican Preserve Blvd, 
Fort Myers 33913 (community entry 
off Treeline Avenue between Colonial 
Blvd and Daniels Pkwy).   

 
Activities begin at 10:30 a.m. with a 

short social period, a business meeting 
at 11:15 a.m., followed by lunch at 
Noon, and normally an informative 

speaker program, ending at 2:00 p.m.   
Within the organization are various 
interest groups for members’ partic-
ipation.   Membership is open to both 
year-round and seasonal residents.   
We welcome you to visit Montage for 
a luncheon. 

 
Our next meeting will be held on 

Thursday, January 25, and our planned 
program will feature Linda Coin, a 
design professional with ten years 
of experience in residential design 
here in SW Florida.  Linda is the De-

sign Director of DECORATING DEN 
INTERIORS and will speak on how 
to “LOVE YOUR HOME:  MARVELOUS 
MAKEOVERS!”  Linda also plans to 
raffle DECORATING DEN INTERIOR 
design prizes.

 
Luncheon fee is $28.00 and the 

planned regular menu will be 
grilled chicken with tzatziki drizzle, 
wheat-berry, white bean, spinach and 
tomato medley along with seasonal 
vegetables with cannoli for dessert.  
The plant-based/vegan meal will 

consist of falafel with vegan tzatzi-
ki drizzle, wheat-berry, white bean, 
spinach and tomato medley and sea-
sonal vegetables with vegan cannoli 
for dessert.   Fresh rolls and butter are 
always served.

 
If you would like to attend a Montage 

meeting, need further information, 
or would like to make a reservation, 
please call Rita Artwohl at (239) 703-
7787.   Reservations cut-off to attend 
this meeting is Noon, Thursday, Jan-
uary 18. 

By Rita Artwohl

239-789-2533 | www.LifeLawPlanning.com | 5237 Summerlin Commons Blvd, Suite 109, Fort Myers, FL 33907 
Alina Gonzalez-Dockery, Esquire

YOUR FAMILY.  YOUR LEGACY. OUR MISSION.
Guardianship | Living Trusts

Estate Planning  | Wills | Probate
Family Law | Asset Protection
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More To Celebrate!More To Celebrate!
Dates & descriptions provided by www.holidayinsights.com

ARM CIRCLES
BICEP CURL

BICYCLE
BURPEE

BUTTERFLY
CALF RAISES

CHIN UPS
CRUNCHES
ELLIPTICAL

FLUTTER KICK

GLUTE BRIDGE
JOGGING

LAT PULL DOWN
LEG PRESS

LUNGE
PELVIC TILT

PILATES
PLANK

PUSH UPS
ROWING

SHOULDER PRESS
SIT UPS
SQUAT

STAIR CLIMB
TREAD MILL
TRICEP DIP
WALL SIT

YOGA
ZUMBA

GET IN SHAPE - WORD SEARCH

January 8        Bubble Bath Day   
Bubble baths are so much fun. We wish everyday could be Bubble Bath 
Day. Today is a fun day to relax an enjoy the warm and soothing pleasures 
of a bubble bath.  Best of all, it can be enjoyed by kids and adults. For kids, 
it’s playtime. For adults, it’s soothing pleasure.

January 12     National Hot Tea Day  
Tea is the second most consumed beverage in the United States, behind 
only coffee. A cold January day (and night) is a great time to enjoy a 
steaming hot cup of tea. To most of us, tea is a delicious and relaxing drink. 
Drinking tea is healthy for you. With these things in mind, it is only fitting 
that January 12th is National Hot Tea Day.   

January 16     Appreciate a Dragon Day  
All of us, young and not so young, can appreciate dragons. You’ll find good 
and bad dragons in legends, folk lore, children’s books, songs, and top 
movies. According to Donita K. Paul, the creator of this special day, you 
are encouraged to learn and explore the cultural and historic significance 
of dragons. So, reach for a book about dragons, and read it today! 
 

January 21     National Hugging Day
What a great day! Hugs are loving. Hugs are therapeutic. Hugs are caring. 
Hugs are celebratory.  Hugs make you feel good inside. A hug is a way 
to say everything is, or will be okay. Have you ever received a hug from 
someone who didn’t care? I didn’t think so. That’s proof positive that 
you’re loved and cared about. Celebrate today by giving hugs to family, 
friends and loved ones. You’ll love the warm feeling you get.

January 26     Spouse’s Day
Spouse’s Day is a time to enjoy and appreciate your better half. Show your 
spouse you love them! Use it as a time to show your spouse that you care 
and appreciate all of the things that they do for you and for the household. 
In other words, take a minute to be thankful for what you’ve got.
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New Year.
New You!

New Year.
HAIR • MASSAGE • FACIAL • NAILS • WAXING • AND MORE

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY
(239) 561-1150

Feel Your BEST starting 2024! Let Gateway Mini Spa help.
We are here to help relieve chronic muscle pain and tension. 

New You!



All Real Estate. Any Location. Any Condition.

239-295-3820
kenjeff01@gmail.com

www.KenBuysEverything.com

Ken Jefferson • Liscensed Florida Realtor & Mortgage Originator

CASH PAID!
I Buy Houses & Real Estate
Any condition • Probate • Foreclosure • Vacant • As Is

I Also Buy:
Notes • Mortgages • Settlements • Annunities

CALL KEN TODAY!
239-295-3820

financialsbythenumbers.com

JOSHUA BENSON
CEO + President

813-598-4814
joshua@financialsbythenumbers.com

BOOKKEEPING
 ACCOUNTING

PAYROLL SERVICES
CASH MANAGEMENT

SCREEN MACHINE
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED!

(239)898-3528

FREE
ESTIMATE!

CALL FOR YOUR

Bringing You 20 Years of Experience!

SCREEN REPAIR SPECIAL

8

Licensed & Insured

5 6

(239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com

Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The
Forum, Buckingham And Most Of Lehigh

4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

DELIVERY
PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT

11:00am-10:00pm
(239) 491-2203

Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

Wealth | Investments | Freedom

YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS.
Acquire Or Build Your Own Franchise To Gain Unlimited Earning Potential.

(239) 470-5611   |   FRANCHISEINFLORIDA.COM
INFO@FRANCHISEOPPORTUNITIESFL.COM

Personalized service
Long term support
EXPERT MARKETING SERVICES

BUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCEBUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCE
EXCLUSIVE franchisor toolsEXCLUSIVE franchisor tools
ACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATAACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATA

“We will match you with a franchise that works for you and guide
you through the steps to achieve your goals, from the

purchasing phase to marketing.”
-Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant

how we can help YOU:how we can help YOU:

call for a free consultation!

239.223.4030
CMG-ROOFING.COM

Book a FREE Consultation Now!
Stop the problem with you roof at the root 

and protect your home today!

YOU’RE INVITED!

OPTIONAL $10/MONTH AND $30/MONTH
MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE.

Arrive and depart anytime.

WEDNESDAYS
12:00pm-1:00pm

Beef O’Brady’s
2514 Santa Barbara Blvd, Cape Coral, FL 33914 

FRIDAYS
7:30am-9:00am

European American Bakery
12450 Metro Pkwy, Fort Myers, FL 33966

Join us for FREE networking!
2 Opportunities a Week!

Form and maintain strong relationships 
with other local businesses, and get quality 

referrals from one another.

BUSINESS
BILLBOARD

To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611

Dinner Shows  •  Private Events
Seminars  •  Banquets

Holiday Events  •  Weddings

www.Ter-Tinis.com
239-344-6147

1901 Crystal Drive  •  Fort Myers, FL, 33907

FENCE 1 CORP.

Pedro Fuentes
Owner

Se Habla Español

Chain Link
Wood
Metal/Privacy
Ornamental
Vinyl

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Licensed & Insured

239-303-2624
fence_1@aol.com
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WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!

LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

239-369-5892

C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Telephone 239-369-5892
RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com 

• SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY

• A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT 
WORKS FOR YOU

• LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT 
REASONABLE RATES — NO SURCHARGE

• A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH 
MONTHLY STATEMENTS & CHECKS

• END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF 
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU

Shellie Vahue
Property Manager

Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate 
Community Since 1979Community Since 1979

Se Habla EspañolSe Habla Español

Realty World C. Bagans FirstRealty World C. Bagans First

Realty World InternationalRealty World International
#1 OFFICE#1 OFFICE

BUYERS BEWARE:
Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when 
you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge 
transaction fees. Please call Realty World and save some 
money at closing.

NICK BONACOLTA
239-887-0468

nbonacolta@gmail.com

CHARLIE BONACOLTA
239-994-1062

charlisold@gmail.com

Popular 2 bedroom 2 bath Orange Grove Park condo, newly remodeled 
with crown molding throughout, granite countertops in the kitchen and 
baths, new cabinets with lazy susan and soft close doors and drawers 
in both kitchen and baths, high back saver vanities in bathrooms with 
newer toilets, newer appliances in kitchen including built in microwave 
and French door refrigerator, tile backsplash, laminate floors with 
ceramic tile in baths and newer luxury vinyl in kitchen and bedroom, 
NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2021, NEW WATER HEATER IN 2023, 
walk in closet, newer front and side exterior doors, indoor laundry 
room with stack washer and dryer, extra insulation in attic for energy 
efficiency, open patio on the side with a storage unit, STUCCO ON 
EXTERIOR, 55+ community, walking distance to the stores etc, lowest 
monthly maintenance fee in Lehigh at $70 per month, quiet low traffic 
street, No Flood insurance required here, Highest elevation in Lee 
County, built in drain system on the roof.

NEWLY REMODELED 2 BEDROOM 2 
BATH ORANGE GROVE PARK CONDO 

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$160,000

Popular Pinewood Condominium, 2 bedroom 2 bath with double 
driveways and parking for 3 cars, open park like setting in the rear with 
plenty of privacy, open patio behind the carport, the condo association 
just installed a new roof on this unit, newer laminate floors throughout 
the entire unit, NEW WATER HEATER IN 2022, eat in kitchen, GE stack 
washer and dryer inside laundry area, walk in closet, 55+ community, 
pets OK, walking distance to stores etc. THE ROOF AND EXTERIOR 
SIDING IS MAINTAINED BY THE CONDO ASSOCIATION. In need of some 
updating but priced accordingly. NO flood insurance required here. 
Lehigh is the highest elevation in the Lee County.

2 BEDROOM 2 BATH
POPULAR PINEWOOD CONDO 

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$125,000

Popular Varsity Lakes Community, gated entrance, CENTRAL WATER 
AND SEWER and sidewalks, corner lot, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE 
ROOF IN 2018, new central heat and air in 2016 with upgraded 
ductwork, screen enclosed IN GROUND POOL with solar and electric 
heat pump, beautifully landscaped for privacy, excellent sunset views 
as well as views of the lake and birds etc from the lanai, banana trees 
& pineapple plants, screened front entryway, high ceilings throughout, 
plant shelves, wood plank porcelain tile floors, living room and dining 
room plus large eat in kitchen with nook area, GRANITE TOPS, breakfast 
bar and pantry, all appliances, newer faucet, indoor laundry room with 
washer/dryer and additional cabinets and storage, ACCORDION STORM 
SHUTTERS, spacious master bedroom with private master bath, newer 
dual vanities, mirrors and faucets, separate garden tub and walk in 
shower, walk in closets in every bedroom, guest bathroom has newer 
vanity, sink, commode, mirror and fixtures, auto irrigation system on a 
well, common playground area, excellent location just minutes to I-75 
and Ft Myers as well as schools within walking distance. A definite must 
see in a great community.

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH
POOL HOME IN  VARSITY LAKES 

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$395,000

Quiet low traffic Cul De Sac in Laurelwood Community. CENTRAL WATER 
AND SEWER, common pool just steps away, NEW METAL ROOF IN 2021, 
NEWER TANKLESS WATER HEATER, NEWER SQUARE D ELECTRICAL 
PANEL BOX, oversized yard with plenty of privacy, cathedral ceilings, 
laminate floors throughout the entire home, master bedroom with walk 
in closet, private bath with large vanity, walk in shower and access to the 
screened lanai, breakfast bar and pantry in kitchen with appliances, 20 
X 10 screened lanai under truss overlooking the backyard, oversized 
double garage with auto opener and wind rated garage door, screened 
front entryway, NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED HERE, LEHIGH IS THE 
HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY, walking distance to stores etc.

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH IN LAURELWOOD 
WITH CENTRAL WATER & SEWER

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$275,000

2146 Square feet of living area in this spacious 3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 
home, open great room with LUXURY VINYL FLOORS, NEW DIMENSIONAL 
SHINGLE ROOF IN 2017, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2017, IMPACT 
RESISTANT WINDOWS, newer dual tank water treatment system, French 
doors lead to 28 X 14 screened lanai with “HOT SPRINGS” hot tub, 
granite countertops in kitchen with island counter, breakfast bar, extra 
large pantry, upgraded appliances including a Samsung French Door 
refrigerator and double oven, tile backsplash, plantation shutters, 
crown molding, half bath located off the main living area, soaring high 
cathedral ceilings with plant shelves, walk in closets in every bedroom, 
master bedroom with private bath, dual sinks and vanities, large walk in 
shower with built in bench and multi shower heads, newer commodes in 
all bathrooms, LED lighting, oversized 579 Square foot double garage 
with plenty of storage, excellent west Lehigh location just minutes to SR 
82, I-75 and Ft Myers.

3 BEDROOM 2 1/2 BATH HOME 
WITH 2146 SQ FT OF LIVING AREA 

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$380,000

This second floor two bedroom/two bath condo is in a 55+ community 
that does NOT allow pets. It will include all appliances as well as the 
washer and dryer which are located in the laundry room inside the unit. 
The main areas are carpeted and baths and kitchen have tile floors. The 
community has covered parking with ample guest parking. There are 
sliding glass doors from the master bedroom to the screened lanai and 
also sliding glass doors from the living room to lanai. The view from the 
porch is of the heated swimming pool and tennis court (with lights) and 
nicely landscaped gardens. Less than 5 minutes to the heart of Lehigh 
on Homestead.

2 BEDROOM 2 BATH
STONE EDGE CONDO 

Mary Abell         239-229-5062         maryabell@earthlink.net
Offered At ..................$167,900

Charlie 
Bonacolta

Broker/Salesman

“A House Sold Name”
239-994-1062

Nick Bonacolta

E-MAIL ADDRESS
Charlisold@gmail.com
www.charliesold.com

Salesman
E-MAIL ADDRESS

nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/ 
NickBonacoltaRW

239-887-0468
Charlie

Bonacolta
Nick

Bonacolta

Over 40 Years 
Combined Experience!

Realty World 
C. Bagans First 
30 Colorado Road 

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be 
charging you transaction fees when you 
purchase your home. Realty World does not 
charge transaction fees. Please call Realty 

World and save some money at closing.


