
My nickname is 
Butch. I much prefer 

that to my real name, Ralph, but like 
most things in life, there’s a tradeoff. 
When I was much younger and would 
run into a group of boys at a new 
school or new play yard, almost in-
evitably, one or two self-assigned bul-
lies would make a comment sounding 
something like this: “If your name is 
Butch, you must be tough.” Without 
more context, that almost sounds like a 
compliment, right? It wasn’t. I quickly 
learned it was an opening signal that 
my toughness would soon be tested. 
Lots of times, I could avoid a real fight 
just with a solid reply. Then again, lots 
of times, I couldn’t. In retrospect, and 
trying to be positive, think of all the 
free martial arts training I received! 
At first, it wasn’t pretty. I had a lot of 
“learning” to do. But, after tough years 
of adolescence and into manhood, I’d 
become more than capable of looking 
out for myself. With a reputation I nev-
er wanted but a track record to back 
it up, meeting new people suddenly 
became a much friendlier affair. It’s 
weird how that works. A solid reputa-
tion makes a loud statement without 
uttering a word.  

Great, why are you telling me this, 
Butch? Well, I’m afraid, as voters, we’re 
developing a bad reputation. It seems 
to me that our local elected leaders 
have learned something about us. We 
elect them, which provides them with 
the authority to lead us. Historically, 
there’s a deal here where we assume 
that by electing them, they understand 
they now have a responsibility to make 
decisions based on our best interests. 
After all, we all have lives to live, so we 
cannot be involved in the day-to-day 
decision-making. We put you there 
because, based on your campaign, we 
thought you’d be best at representing 
what we want and need. Here’s where 
our reputation comes in. If you’ve been 
watching the news lately, a pattern 
has formed. The people will gather at 
a meeting and voice concerns against 
a proposal, yet the vote comes back 
5-0 in favor of what the people didn’t 
want. I’m afraid we’ve developed a 
reputation of never punching back, 
so the part of the deal of them repre-
senting us is clearly off since we keep 
re-electing the same people. As voters, 
we refuse to fight back.

But, and this is a big but (Ha! - un-
intentional Sir Mix-A-Lot reference), I 
don’t want you to feel totally terrible 
here because there’s a wrinkle making 
these elections more complicated. The 
way Lee County elections currently 
work, we’re not really electing “our” 

guy or gal. We’re electing everybody’s. 
Really. Our elected County Commission 
is currently based on an entire county 
election. You get to vote for everybody. 
It’s not, “Oh, let’s pick this person be-
cause they’re from my neighborhood, 
know it well, and will represent us 
correctly because they know us, too.” 
It’s more like people from all over 
the entire county get to vote for all 
five people, and those five then get to 
make the decisions about your specific 
neighborhood. It’s nuts. Think of it 
this way: it’s like allowing people from 
Georgia to vote for Florida’s Governor 
because they live nearby.

The technical term for our current 
County Commission setup is an at-
large district. On the flip side, our State 
elected leaders, the State Represen-
tatives, and Senators are elected by a 
setup called a single-member district. 
This is what we’re used to, and don’t 
feel bad – I had no idea there were two 
options either, and I studied political 
science in college. Shame on me! In the 
single-member district system, you 
elect someone from your neighbor-
hood to represent your neighborhood. 
I’ve recently learned that our elected 
State leaders also don’t like the way 
Lee County Commissioners are cur-
rently elected and have taken two 
measures to remedy that. One would 
change County Commission elections 
back to single-member, and the other 

would be to create a County mayor. 
To me, this is an elegant solution. The 
current Commissioners don’t like the 
proposals. I can’t blame them because 
I wouldn’t either if I were in their 
shoes. They have a good gig going, so 
why mess it up? The single-member 
thing should be clear by now, so I’ll 
now say a bit about the mayor. 

In 2022, Lee County voted in favor 
of an elected School Superintendent 
by 62%. In our times, 62% is a land-
slide victory. That was put to a vote 
because the School Board picked the 
Superintendent in our old system, so 
that person was basically obligated 
to do what the Board told them. Now, 
once elected, the Superintendent must 
still work with the Board but is free 
to make a decision that goes against 
them if they feel doing so would be 
best for the schools and kids. We have 
a similar situation here with a mayor. 
The County Commission would switch 
from “The” deciding body to more of 
an advisory group. The elected mayor 
would make the executive decisions, 
within their power, for all of Lee Coun-
ty. Also, if the single-member thing 
goes through, your next Commissioner 
would have to do a good job represent-
ing your area, or guess what? The odds 
just went way up that they wouldn’t 
get re-elected. Same goes for the May-
or. Same goes for the Superintendent. 
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For tickets:  239.481.4849   www.GulfCoastSymphony.org

For tickets:  239.277.1700      www.MACCtickets.org

13411 Shire Lane, Ft Myers, 33912    (1.2 miles from I-75, Off Daniels Parkway)

We Play The Music You Love To Hear!

LIVE MUSIC LIVES HERE!

Musical Theater  n Jazz  n Symphony  n Chamber Music 

Southwest Florida Theatre Company

Through Feb 10 Feb 21 to Mar 15 Apr 10 to May 4

GULF COAST SYMPHONY POPS AT THE BARBARA B. MANN PERFORMING ARTS HALL

 FEBRUARY 4      MARCH 10       MARCH 23 & 24    APRIL 7      APRIL 14

FEBRUARY & MARCH CONCERTS
AT THE MACC

GULF COAST JAZZ COLLECTIVE
A TRIBUTE TO ELLINGTON

FEBRUARY 15| 7:00pm
GULF COAST SYMPHONY

HAYDN Lord Nelson Mass with
   Fort Myers Symphonic Mastersingers

TATE   Winter Moons
FEB 17 | 7:30pm  &  FEB 18 | 3:00pm

VERONA STRING QUARTET
FEBRUARY 25 | 7:00pm

GULF COAST JAZZ COLLECTIVE
JAZZ MEETS STRINGS - Music of the Soul

MARCH 7 | 7:00pm
STOKES, Piano & KOZŁOWSKI, Cello

MARCH 17 | 7:00pm
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Why Not Insure It All
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This is a principle called having skin 
in the game. If you can be held respon-
sible for your decisions, you will be 
much more likely to make decisions 
that are best for the people who put 
you in this position of authority. 

To finish, our current setup gives 
certain people authority over us, but 
they don’t have a responsibility to 

represent us as we wish. Largely, this 
current predicament is totally on us 
because we keep re-electing the same 
people over and over. These two bills 
would give us a fresh start and will 
send a crystal-clear message to those 
we elect that if they’re not responsi-
ble with this authority we’ve given 
them, they’ll be out of a job in the 
next election. Our State legislators 
have given us two smart solutions to a 
complicated problem. The House and 
Senate are currently in session as you 

read this. I strongly encourage you to 
reach out to them and voice your ap-
proval of these bills. A great way to do 
this is to ask their office to host some 
community town halls to discuss these 
issues after the session is over when 
they’re all back home from Tallahas-
see. On the flip side, you’re 100% free 
to disagree with everything I’ve just 
written. I encourage you to contact 
them as well and also be sure to attend 
the community town halls. Your voice 
counts just as much as mine. That’s the 

beauty of living in America. I 100% 
respect your opinion while also not 
agreeing with it. After all, America as 
a whole is a representative democra-
cy, and I’d sure like to see a lot more 
representation locally in the future. 
Whichever side you stand on these 
issues, it’s important your position is 
heard. We cannot keep sitting silently 
on the sidelines. Please call or email 
your State legislator and make your 
voice heard!  

WHAT IS 4-H? 

4-H is a global youth development or-
ganization aimed at teaching youth the 
life skills they need to become respon-
sible, caring, and productive citizens 
through a learn-by-doing approach and 
youth-adult partnerships. The four Hs 
stand for head, heart, hands, and health, 
which are essentially “target areas” that 
the program focuses on. The head por-
tion is about learning to think critically, 
make decisions, and solve problems. 
The heart portion is geared towards 
learning about communication, empa-
thy, and positive attitudes. The hands 
aspect is talking about the hands-on 
experiences like community service or 
in our personal 4-H projects and what 
we learn from those like teamwork and 
other marketable skills. The health part 
is about teaching youth the importance 
of a healthy lifestyle, both physically 
and mentally. Once you join a 4-H club, 
you will need to pick a project to do.

 
HOW DID YOU

GET INVOLVED? 

My parents encouraged me to join at 
a really young age so I’ve just grown up 
with the program throughout the years. 
I’ve been with the same 4-H club since 
I first joined. A few years ago someone 
suggested I should also join Teen Lead-
ership to broaden my 4-H experience 
a little, and that was probably one of 
the best things I did in my 4-H career. 

HOW LONG HAVE
YOU BEEN INVOLVED? 

I joined 4-H as a Cloverbud when I 
was 5 so I’ve been involved 13 years. 

WHAT IS YOUR ROLE? 

I am a 4-H member. I am in two of Lee 
County’s 4-H Clubs, Alva Livestock and 
Lee County Teen Leadership 4-H Club. I 
am the club president of both. As Presi-
dent, I am responsible for planning and 
running club meetings and activities, 
serving as a role model to younger 
members, and any other things that 
may arise. I have mentored younger 
members with their goat project, help-
ing them learn things like grooming 
their goat and showmanship. I also do 
things beyond the club level, as recently 
I helped to host a Goat Clinic for local 
youth. 

IS 4-H JUST ABOUT
LIVESTOCK? WHAT OTHER 

PROJECTS ARE THERE?
 
Livestock can be a big part of 4-H, 

especially in Lee County, but there is 
so much more to 4-H than just that. 
4-H is all about learning life skills and 
becoming leaders, which you can do 
through other projects than just live-
stock. There is an immense amount of 
4-H projects and programs out there. 
Different states or counties have dif-
ferent things. The three main focus 
areas are healthy living, STEM, and 
Leadership. There’s projects for pho-

tography, cooking, space, gardening, 
and more! There are many kids who 
never do a livestock project in 4-H and 
they still have similar experiences with 
the program.

WHAT IS THE GOAL OR
PURPOSE OF 4-H? 

4-H believes in “learning by doing” 
and “to make the best better”. The goal 
of 4-H is to teach youth the life skills 
they need to become responsible, car-
ing, and productive citizens through a 
learn-by-doing approach and youth-
adult partnerships. 

WHAT ARE YOUR
FAVORITE THINGS OR

MEMORIES AS A 4-HER? 

My favorite 4-H memories have came 
from the overnight trips and events 
like 4-H University, Executive Board, 
and the Southern Region Teen Lead-
ership Conference. It has also been 
fun to watch my projects change and 
develop over the years and see how 
much I’ve learned. 

HAS THIS GROUP WON
ANY AWARDS OR

RECEIVED RECOGNITION? 

Last year, my Teen Leadership group 
received an award for a top 5 Commu-
nity Pride project. Community Pride is 
a state-wide service-learning grant pro-
gram through 4-H that helps clubs to 
tackle issues in their own communities. 

We applied to do another Community 
Pride project this year and are waiting 
to see if we receive funding. 

WHAT PROJECTS HAVE YOU 
DONE? 

I’ve done projects in goats, horses, 
swine, beef breeding, small animal, 
citrus, mushrooms, mindfulness, lead-
ership, photography, and community 
service. 

WHAT HAS BEEN
YOUR MOST SUCCESSFUL

PROJECT? 

My goats have definitely been my 
most successful project and the base 
of my 4-H journey. They were one of 
my first projects when I joined, and 
I have continued with it ever since. I 
now have a breeding herd of registered 
Pygmy goats, Rocking 3W Pygmies, that 
I show in both 4-H and National Pygmy 
Goat Association shows. Through this 
project I learned about responsibility, 
record keeping, communication, goal 
setting, and much more. I am soon go-
ing to be showing a couple goats and a 
market hog at the upcoming Ag Expo 
which I am excited about.

MORE INFORMATION

To learn more about 4-H and Rock-
ing 3W Pygmies | Alva, FL, please 
visit: www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100089808185339.

4-H Club: It’s About Way More Than You Think! By Taylor Whitney
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*Based on 30 Year Fixed 5.5% FHA Mortgage with 3% Down 
Payment. Payment Reflects Principle and Interest Only! 1400 Homestead Road N. • 239-369-6161

1/4 Acre Lots   
from $13,900
1/2 Acre Lots
from $20,000

THINKING OF SELLING?
WHAT IS YOUR

HOUSE WORTH?
Contact us today for a FREE market 

analysis of your property.
NO OBLIGATION.

CALL TODAY
239-369-6161

RENTALS
AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE
LOTS FOR

SALE!
$1,750
AVAILABLE AT

CALL TODAY
239-491-3300

LOOK NO FURTHER
Spacious and bright corner property in lovely 
Beacon Square. 55+ community with 2 bed-
rooms, 2 full baths, newer laminate flooring. 
French door refrigerator less than 1 year old. 
See this one today!!

URSZULA GALEK    
ursularealtor@yahoo.com

847-830-4722

GOLFWOOD CONDO
55+ community. Attached carports separate 
the condos so you have no shared common 
walls. Two bedroom two bath with open 
floorplan.

ELEGANT LIVING
East Greens Community 2 bedroom 2 bath 
condo in 55+ community. Open floor plan. 
Attached carport and a recently updated roof.

PAUL JACOBS        
agentpauljacobs@gmail.com     

239-371-1365

GREAT VILLA!
2 Bedroom 2 bath with a den. Gated com-
munity located centrally in town. Plantation 
shutters, granite countertops and well kept.

BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED 3/2
This gemstone is located in the heart of Fort 
Myers. Features new tiles, impact resistant 
windows, new appliances, updated kitchen, 
Florida room, fruit trees and so much more.

AYO MICHAEL             
seyomide2000@aol.com

239-770-8523

HERE IT IS!!
Spacious 3 bedroom home with fenced yard, 
city water and sewer, metal roof in 2021, walk 
to church, shopping and more.

ABBY DILLON       
abbydillon@hotmail.com

239-645-6808

MOVE IN READY 4/2
Over 1700 sq ft of living area, easy access to 
shopping, medical facilities, etc. New roof in 
2023, new A/C 2021, new water heater 2019, 
new appliances and new vinyl plank flooring.

RUSS LOSH          
russlosh@comcast.net

239-560-2745

VERANDAS AT KELLY GREENS
Fabulous 1st floor unit with beautiful view.  
Rehab in progress, still time to pick your col-
ors! Remodel to include raised ceiling in kitch-
en, double sinks in main bathroom, new A/C 
electrical rewire, LVP thoughout and more.

LYNNE BRANTLEY           
schirmer5@aol.com

239-491-3300

NEW BUILD COMPLETE!THE TOTAL PACKAGE
1714 Sq. ft. under air on half acre, home 
features 4 bedrooms 3 baths, 9ft. 4 in. ceilings, 
tray ceilings, tile plank flooring, and great 
location.

Spacious 3 bedroom 2 bath plus den.  Resort 
pool and spa. Park like setting.  Strong con-
crete block construction.  Meticulously main-
tained inside and out.  Hurry, homes like this 
one don’t last long!

LUIS GONZALEZ                  
luisfgonzalez@yahoo.com

239-269-9931

MARY BRUZIK    
marybsellshouses@gmail.com

704-708-9528

PAMELA DICKINSON    
pamsellsit@gmail.com

239-887-0837

WILLOW LAKE 3/2
Very desireable neighborhood. 1506 Living 
area, 2 bedrooms/2 baths 1 car garage, large 
living room, new roof and gutters on an 
oversized corner lot.  City water & sewer.

ADELIA PIMENTEL       
adeliaswfl@gmail.com

239-462-4053

SIMPLY LOVELY
Woodcrest Village 3/2 with over 1800 sq ft. of 
living area, nicely appointed kitchen, hugh 
screened lania and low HOA fees.

JOAN BAAB      
JBaabsells@aol.com

239-848-7603

MARTHA NEAULT         
MarthaNeault@gmail.com

239-822-2822

$175,000

$259,900

$275,000

$385,000

$185,000

$268,500

$299,000

$419,900

$199,900

$270,000

$329,900

$435,000

CBPPI.com • 239-369-6161 • 800-320-8144

PREFERRED PROPERTIES

By Taylor Whitney
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As a member and sponsor of the SWFL 
Business Alliance and Network, I attend 
many networking events. I find it helpful 
in my current career to be plugged into 
the community. At one specific meet-
ing, the discussion among the other 
small business owners was regarding 
the rumors about Lee Health and their 
recent decision to become a “For Profit” 
Hospital system. Why would Lee Health 
want to do that?

I have had many conversations with 
clients regarding the cost of healthcare 
and how to pay for it in retirement. The 
last thing they want to hear is whether 
the costs are going up or they cannot get 
the same care they had been getting. In 
a previous career in a hospital health-
care system, I served my community 
at a non-profit as a CCO as part of our 
Administrative Healthcare Leadership 
team, where I was a participant in hos-
pital strategic planning and operations, 
so I decided I had to go and attend one 
of these town halls and ask Lee Health 
Board members and leadership why a 
three billion dollar system would choose 
to become “for profit” and therefore 
have to pay property taxes and loose 
significant benefits Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid non-profits are afforded.

Non-Profits do not pay taxes if they 
provide community benefit. More about 
that in a minute. In my experience, the 
only time a healthcare provider sys-
tem becomes “for profit” is because it 
is bought by a larger “for profit”. No one 
at the town hall mentioned anything 
about being bought out. Quite the con-
trary. Lee Health’s goal is to strength-
en its ability to fulfill its mission and 
compete on an even playing field for 
the patients it serves. Lee Health, as a 
government-run organization, main-
tains five districts with an elected board 
of 10 members, two board members 
representing each of the districts that 
make up the ten-member board. If a 
private non-profit is in the direction 
they go, they would re-write the bylaws 

to require a ten-member board with 
representation from those same areas 
of Lee County. It would be foolish not to.

The advantage of remaining non-profit 
but becoming a private non-profit will 
allow Lee Health to expand outside of 
its Lee County boundaries if it chooses 
to, with the goal of expanding geograph-
ically and providing more access to care. 
It is important they explore potential 
growth opportunities as other health-
care systems plan to move into the area. 
Lee Health leadership made it clear this 
is a process of fact-finding and exploring 
the possibility of this conversion. The 
community was encouraged to ask ques-
tions, and many concerns were raised 
surrounding the topic of who will now 
provide care for the indigent, the poor, 
the mentally challenged, and alike.

 Lee Health is a safety net hospital sys-
tem and must provide these services 
to maintain its non-profit status. They 
must show a percentage of revenue in 
community benefit. In the 2023 statis-
tics provided, Lee had a net community 
benefit of over 165 million dollars. This 
number includes charity care, unpaid 
Medicaid insurance write offs, as well 
as several funded community outreach 
and educational programs. This will not 
change. To maintain non-profit status, 
this access to care will not change and 
should not change. Lee will still accept 
the same insurance plans, as well as 
Medicare and Medicaid, as they do now. 
To the public, the patient care, the costs, 
services, and the patient experience 
should not be affected. Because Lee 
Health does not receive funding from 
Lee County resident tax dollars, it will 
rely on Medicare and Medicaid reim-
bursements and insurance payments, 
as well as in philanthropic development 
work, donations, and various govern-
ment programs for funding.

Comments to Mr. Meunier can be ad-
dressed to: 
press@eastleecountynews.com

A Response to Lee Health 
Town Hall Meetings By Mike Meunier

OFFICE: (239) 936-4222 • CELL: (239) 872-7653
ReMaxRiverAndRanchFlorida.com • ReMaxRiverAndRanch@Gmail.com

20 ACRES RIVER RANCH WITH HOME
200+ ACRES RANCH LAND
12 ACRES RIVER RANCH OLDER HOME
70 ACRES SR 80 FRONTAGE
8 ACRES RIVERFRONT/DOCK
40 ACRES RANCH LAND
30 ACRES RANCH LAND
5 ACRES RIVERFRONT
4 ACRES RIVERFRONT
3.5 ACRES RIVERFRONT
2 ACRES RIVERFRONT/DOCK
1.5 ACRES RIVERFRONT/BOAT RAMP
3 ACRES CREEKFRONT RANCH LAND
1 ACRES RIVERFRONT/LARGE DOCK
3.5 ACRES FENCED & FILLED
1 ACRES RIVERFRONT LOT
4 ACRES AG RANCH LAND
10 ACRES AG - 2 NEAL RD

................$4,900,000
....................SOLD...$3,500,000

.............$2,600,000
...............................$2,200,000
..............................$1,590,000

......................................$1,400,000

......................................$1,200,000
..........................................$1,200,000
.............................................$990,000

..........................................$890,000
.................................$675,000

....................$665,000

......SOLD....$575,000
.....................$665,000

.................................$395,000
......................................$349,000
.....................................$259,000

......................................$189,000

RE/MAX HALL OF FAME SALES AWARD • PLATINUM SALES AWARD
RE/MAX LEADERS & LEGENDS PUBLICATION • CHAIRMAN SALES AWARD

WE SELL LAND!
CALL OR TEXT DIRECT: (239) 872-7653



Home Flood Auto Motorcycle Boat

All Your Insurance Needs Under One Roof

2 LOCATIONS
to Better Serve you!

The Smith & Mitchell Agency

Give us a call or visit us online for a FREE Quote
on your Home, Auto, or Flood Insurance.

9230 Daniels Parkway,
Fort Myers, FL 33912

1205 Piper Blvd
Naples, FL 34110 

• Local, expert insurance counsel
• More choice in insurance companies
• True peace of mind
• Insurance the way it’s supposed to be

(239) 603-8200
 www.smithandmitchellagency.com

Tyler Smith, Agency Owner Chris Mitchell, Agency Owner

The insurance agency reinvented around you.®

Why pay Dealership prices when you can get the 
same Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

31 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.   //   ALL REPAIRS! MINOR TO MAJOR.    //   SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS.   //   LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED!

Front or Rear Brake Job
CARS 

$235.00
TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs 

$275.00

Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.
Disc brakes only. Rotors Included.
Offer expires 02/29/24

MV93177

Owner Michael Stanek

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a filter

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a filter

* Oil disposal additional cost

* Oil disposal additional cost

Synthetic Blend Oil Change

Full Synthetic Oil Change

$4099

$7099 239-851-5352

OPEN
Monday through Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

410 Leonard Blvd N. Unit 4
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 
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WHAT IS A HOSPITALIST?

Every so often, when I see patients 
in my office, I get asked about the role 
of a hospitalist and how filling that 
role can help when a patient visits 
the hospital. Because I have had the 
unique opportunity to co-found one 
of the largest hospitalist groups in 
the Lee and Collier county areas, I 
am comfortable explaining and per-
forming in the role of Hospitalist in 
the continuum of care.

The term “hospitalist” was first 
coined by Doctors Robert Wachter and 
Lee Goldman, in a 1996 New England 
Journal of Medicine article, referring 
to a physician who assumes the re-
sponsibility for managing the care of 
hospitalized patients[1].

Hospitalists are medical profes-
sionals who specialize in the com-
prehensive care of patients admitted 
to the hospital. These physicians play 
a crucial role in managing hospitalized 
individuals’ complex and varied med-
ical needs. Hospitalists collaborate 
with diverse healthcare providers, 
including nurses, specialists, and other 
support staff, to coordinate and deliver 
high-quality inpatient care. Their re-
sponsibilities often include conduct-
ing initial assessments, developing 
treatment plans, overseeing the im-
plementation of medical interventions, 
and ensuring effective communication 
between healthcare providers. Hospi-
talists are also crucial in facilitating 

care transitions, coordinating with 
outpatient providers, and addressing 
post-discharge follow-up needs. Their 
focus on hospitalized patients allows 
them to provide dedicated attention 
to acute medical issues, contributing 
to improved patient outcomes and 
streamlined healthcare delivery within 
the hospital setting.

For patients in the hospital, this can 
be incredibly stressful, especially when 
they are sicker more anxious, and see-
ing a “New Doctor” taking over the role 
of their primary care physician.  My 
patients are incredibly relieved when 
I assume their care in the hospital 
or coordinate with my colleagues to 
ensure they get the appropriate care 
efficiently and follow up in my office 
closely after discharge. 

Ultimately, the best case scenario is 
to focus on maintenance and preven-
tion and keeping patients out of the 
hospital and only meet a “Hospital-
ist” like me in my office to keep you 
healthy and out of the hospital!

ABOUT
DR. KHALID SABHA, MD

 
Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD, is a compas-

sionate provider with over 18 years 
of clinical experience, including car-
ing for very sick hospitalized patients 
and managing skilled nursing facility 
patients with a special focus on men-
tal health and the well-being of the 
elderly. He has National Leadership 

as a Chief Medical Officer, setting up 
quality care programs to decrease 
hospitalizations and improve patient 
quality outcomes.

To become a patient or consult with 
Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD, please con-
tact his office at 239-922-0909. The 
practice is called Fort Myers Primary 
Care and Wellness, they are located 

at 14131 Metropolis Ave, #105, Fort 
Myers, FL 33912.
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1996;335(7):514-517.

The Role Of A Hospitalist In Modern Medicine By Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD

CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS 

(239) 922-0909
14131 Metropolis Ave, # 105

Fort Myers, FL 33912

Dr. Sabha is a compassionate provider with extensive clinical experience of over 18 years, 
including caring for very sick hospitalized patients and managing skilled nursing facility patients 
with a special focus on mental health well-being in the elderly. He has National Leadership 
as a Chief Medical Officer, setting up quality care programs to decrease hospitalizations and 
improve quality outcomes for patients.

Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD is delighted to announce the launching of his new primary care 
practice right across the street from Gulf Coast Medical Center, off Metro Parkway.

NEW PRIMARY CARE
PRACTICE OPENING

Fort Myers Primary Care and Wellness
is now accepting Patients.

“As a patient, you can expect 
to be greeted with a caring, 
professional attitude by our 
entire staff. I will work with 
other team members to create 
a coordinated, personalized 
care plan.”

-Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD

Experienced. Passionate. Straightforward.
FAMILY LAW & CIVIL LITIGATION ATTORNEY SERVICING EAST LEE COUNTY

Contact Us Today For Your FREE 30-Minute Consultation
239-691-9459 / 239-491-2180 / Melissa@Barris.Law

PATERNITY • CHILD SUPPORT
DIVORCE • CHILD CUSTODY

CREDITORS’ RIGHTS
PAYMENT PLANS OFFERED • BILINGUAL

4513 LEE BLVD / LEHIGH ACRES, FLORIDA 33971 / MELISSABARRISLAW.COM



Announcing the 4th Annual 2024 Vic-
tory Town Center 4th of July Freedom 
Fest: Honoring Unity, Local Artistry, and 
the Spirit of Home

Save the date as Victory Town Center 
and Victory Church are excited to an-
nounce the 4th Annual 2024 Victory 
Town Center’s 4th of July Freedom 
Fest and Fireworks Show: Honoring 
Unity, Local Artistry, and the Spirit of 
Home, located at 1201 Taylor Ln Ext, 
Lehigh Acres, Florida.

On the night of July 4th, 2024, Victory 
Town Center will transform into a hub 
of exhilaration and jubilation. The event 
will showcase live performances by tal-
ented local bands; attendees can sway to 
the rhythms of our community’s diverse 
musical talent, showcasing the richness 
and creativity of our local arts scene.
In addition to the outstanding live mu-

sic, Victory Town Center’s 4th of July 
Freedom Fest and Fireworks Show 
will tantalize taste buds with an array 
of delectable offerings from local food 
trucks. This culinary emphasis under-
scores our commitment to supporting 
and spotlighting the talents of our local 
culinary entrepreneurs.

To display patriotism and honor our 
nation, a mesmerizing color guard per-
formance will grace the stage at the 
event. This poignant display will pay 
tribute to the sacrifices of our service 
members and their families and instill 
a sense of pride and gratitude for our 
country. The color guard performance 
will serve as a heartfelt reminder of 
our cherished values and the unity that 
binds us together as a community.

Moreover, Victory Town Center is 
thrilled to offer a range of exciting activ-

ities for children, including a rock wall, 
bounce house, and obstacle courses. 
These kid-friendly attractions add extra 
fun and excitement to the celebration, 
ensuring families enjoy a memorable 
Independence Day together.

As anticipation builds within the com-
munity, Victory Church would like to 
invite business owners and organi-
zations to sponsor the festival. There 
are various opportunities to represent 
your business in print, digitally, and in 
person with a booth and signage on 
stage. We have speaker opportunities 
and an awards presentation you’ll want 
to participate in. Opportunities range 
from $500 to $5,000; please contact 
Katrina Salokar at 239-470-5611.  

The 4th Annual Victory Town Cen-
ter’s 4th of July Freedom Fest and 
Fireworks Show promises to celebrate 

unity, patriotism, and the importance 
of community bonds. Families, friends, 
and neighbors are encouraged to mark 
their calendars and save the date for 
this grand event. For more information 
about the event, please contact Victory 
Church at (239) 303-9585.
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Victory Town Center Presents A Spectacular 4th Of July 
Fireworks Celebration Submitted By Makennah Santana

Photo: Fireworks From The 3rd Annual Victory 
Town Center’s 4th Of July Freedom Fest

Dental abscesses are one of the 
many dental diseases commonly treat-
ed by veterinarians. This disorder not 
only affects your pet’s daily life but, at 
times, may be life threatening. Do not 
ignore your pet’s dental health as it is 
an important part of your pet’s overall 
health and wellness.

WHAT IS A
DENTAL ABSCESS?

Dental abscesses (also called a tooth 
abscess) are painful pus-filled swell-
ings caused by infection of the teeth 
or gums next to the tooth root and 
surrounding structures. This condition 
occurs when bacteria enter the soft 
tissue in the middle of the tooth (called 
the pulp cavity), or the gums. Tooth 
abscesses can be caused by tooth de-
cay, cracked, or fractured teeth or gum 
disease (periodontal disease). It is 
a common health problem affecting 
many dogs and cats each year.

WHAT ARE THE SIGNS OF
A TOOTH ABSCESS?

• Swollen, puffy or red gums
• Bad breath 
• Swelling of the face 
• Mouth or face pain 
• Bleeding from the mouth
• Lethargy; Depression
• Poor grooming
• Excessive drooling 
• Decreased or loss of appetite
• Dropping food from mouth while 

eating 
• Fever
• Discharge from the nose or eyes
• Pawing at the face

MANAGEMENT
AND PREVENTION

Dental infections must be treated 
immediately with antibiotics and pain 
medication, followed by appropriate 
dental treatment.  Antibiotic treat-
ment on its own will not cure the 

tooth abscess, it must be treated by a 
veterinarian.  Left untreated, a tooth 
abscess can lead to a serious infection 
of the jawbone, teeth and surrounding 
tissue. In rare cases, bacteria from 
dental abscesses can spread to the 
blood causing life threatening sepsis 
(blood infection).

Early detection of dental abscesses 
is vital. To detect dental disease before 
it negatively affects your pet’s quality 
of life, schedule regular dental evalu-
ations with your veterinarian at least 
every 6 to 12 months. Dental exams 
should be performed as part of your 
pet’s regular preventive care. During 
the examination, your veterinarian will 
identify any problems or concerning 
areas in the mouth and recommend 
treatment. 

Routine professional dental cleaning 
is recommended at least once a year 
to maintain healthy teeth and gums 
for your pet. Removing plaque and 
tartar from teeth beneath the gumline 
and removing diseased teeth from the 
mouth are vital in maintaining your 
pet’s overall health. 

Homecare is also an essential part 
of taking care of your pet’s oral health. 
Brushing your cat or dog’s teeth ev-
ery day (or as often as you can) will 
promote good oral health and prevent 
potentially expensive surgeries down 
the road.  

February is National Pet Dental 
Month!

  
Contact your veterinarian today to 
schedule a Complete Oral Health As-
sessment, Dental Cleaning and to dis-
cuss your pet’s dental health. 

ABOUT DR. TILLMAN

Dr. Tillman is a 2002 graduate of 
Tuskegee University School of Veteri-
nary Medicine. Her veterinary practice 
and work experience focuses on health 
and wellness of pets. She is the owner 
of Just 4 Pets Wellness Center and can 
be reached at 239-270-5721.

Pet Health: Dental Abscess
By Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM

Hours of Operation
Mon | Tues | Thurs : 8 AM to 6 PM 

Fri: 8AM to 5 PM • Wed : By Appointment Only
Open First Saturdays Of Every Month, 8am To 12pm

239-270-5721
www.Just4PetsFL.vet

8911 Daniels Parkway, Suite 7 | Fort Myers, FL 33912

$50 Off Dental Cleaning
Office visit required. Instant discount upon service.

Promoting Wellness

 WELLNESS AND SICK PET EXAMS

DENTAL CLEANING AND SURGERY

FULL IN-HOUSE DIAGNOSTICS

CAR SIDE OR IN CLINIC VISITS

FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL

EXAM ROOMS SANITIZED BETWEEN
APPOINTMENTS

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Gated, Varsity Lakes pool home, single owner in excellent condition! 6 year new roof and newer air 
conditioner! Central water & sewer! Double door entry with cathedral ceilings and sliding glass doors in 
three rooms that open up to the pool/screened lanai area for your entertaining pleasure. Alarm system, 
generator, large fenced-in backyard, perfect for your pets! Garage has large freezer & storage cabinets 
as well! Low HOA fee’s and community park/play area. Feel good, Florida lifestyle is waiting for you in 
this spacious, very private home, located on a cul de sac. Sidewalks, community park, walk to schools, 
minutes to I-75, Jet Blue & Hammond stadiums, shopping, RSW airport, beaches, Immokalee Casino and 
so much more! Come see this lovely home today!

Denise Talt, PA
Broker Owner

Denisetaltrealestate@gmail.com
239-565-6688Offered At ..............$434,900

3 BEDROOM + DEN • 2 BATH • 2,187 SQFT HOME IN VARSITY LAKES
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Stephen J. Gillis
V.P. National Sales
Phone: 800-437-8418
Cell: 847-921-2182
Email: sgillis@schielegroup.com

www.theschielegroup.com

Call me today to get a FREE quote!

Scan to see 
who we are!

  Sheet-Fed UV

  Continuous Forms

  Heatset Web

  Grand Format

  Fulfillment

  Variable Data

  Full Lettershop

  100% Union

  Direct Mail

  Brochures

  Books

  Magazines

  Specialty Coatings

  Backlit Signage

  Plastic Cards

  Card Carriers

  Loyalty Programs

  POP

  Banners

  Signage

  Wall Coverings

  Cut Vinyl

  Yard Signs

  Political Mailings

Products & Services

Servicing SWFL and surrounding areas!!
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Let Us Know You’re Coming (239) 674-6585

Enjoy live music provided by  
Dick & Dianne of LeDeux Entertainment

AND COMPLIMENTARY CONCERT

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14th | 2:00pm  

Refreshments  
50/50 Raffle  
Door Prizes

Complimentary
Show

VALENTINE’S DAY PARTYVALENTINE’S DAY PARTYVALENTINE’S DAY PARTY

1230  Taylor Lane, Lehigh Acres, FL    |    FountainCrestRet.com  | 239-674-6585 

Lee County School District is doing a 
disservice to the children and families of 
Lehigh Acres. Unfortunately, the school 
district has not communicated with 
the families of Lehigh Acres about the 
proposed new high school which they 
are proposing to build in Alva on Joel 
Blvd and Tuckahoe Rd. The children 
and families in Lehigh deserve a neigh-
borhood high school, where they live.

Alva is in the farthest Northeast cor-
ner of Lee County, and this location is 
contradictory to the Superintendent’s 
narrative of “neighborhood schools and 
reduced busing”. To build the school 
where it is currently proposed is fiscal-
ly irresponsible. Every student would 
require busing to the Alva location, 
meaning more bus drivers and longer 
transport times. The school district is 
now considering lowering bus driver 
hiring standards because of the busing 
shortage. 

The school district just cut their budget 
in half from 2.3 billion dollars to 1.4 
billion dollars after voting in favor of 
a seven million dollar Phase 1 for this 
school. Now other previously planned 
projects such as school expansions have 
been cut. By building this high school 
within Lehigh Acres at the alternative 
site of 201 Joel Blvd with all its infra-
structure, tens of millions of dollars 
would be saved and could be used to-
wards projects such as the expansion 
of Estero High School and a fund the 
30 million dollar cut for maintenance 
expenditures eliminating some planned 
enhancements and upgrade of other 
existing schools.

The 46.5-acre property at 201 Joel Blvd 
in Lehigh Acres is owned by the school 
district is a better alternative property. 
Below are pertinent points comparing 

locations.

 LEHIGH ACRES PROPERTY 
The property I refer to is owned by the 
school district and is 46.5 acres and 
located at 201 Joel Blvd in Lehigh Acres. 
It is a centralized location, in between 
the two “dead zones” as depicted by the 
school district. These “dead zones” have 
no schools and a high school is needed 
in Lehigh Acres.

It is central to students and families 
which will significantly reduce busing 
and allow shorter transportation times 
since students can walk and ride bikes 
to school. Parents can drive their kids 
to school since this location is closer to 
their homes and makes it easier for par-
ents and students to attend after school 
sports and activities. Per Lee County 
School District Planner, in reference to 
the new School Proximity Zones, “Alva 
is a geographically significant distance 
from the student population.” 

The students can transition easily from 
the surrounding elementary and middle 
schools including Amanecer Elementa-
ry, Lemuel Teal Middle. Lehigh Middle, 
Lehigh Elementary and Veterans Park 
Academy for the Arts and remain with 
the friends and families they know. 

This location is already a school zone 
and has all the infrastructure needed 
and is a safer location, with sewer and 
water, sidewalks, saving Taxpayers tens 
of millions of dollars.

There are no environmentally sensitive 
areas, wildlife concerns, and flooding.

ALVA LOCATION

The Alva Location is located on Tucka-
hoe Road and Joel Blvd. Below are the 

negative impacts of building the high 
school at this location.
There are approximately 200 kids to-
tal in the Alva community and virtual-
ly no kids in a two-mile radius of the 
proposed location. All students would 
require busing to the farthest Northeast 
corner of Lee County, meaning longer 
transportation times.

There is no infrastructure including 
sewer, water, cable, high speed inter-
net, etc. This will cost the taxpayers 
additional tens of millions of dollars 
above the 140 million dollars to build 
the school, that could be used for good 
teachers and classrooms to educate 
our students.

It is a dangerous traffic area. Joel Blvd 
is a two-lane road with no sidewalks in 
the proposed location and is not slat-
ed to widen for at least ten years. The 
neighborhood roads are small, narrow 
residential roads with deep ditches on 
both sides leaving no room for pedestri-
ans. If and when they widen the roads, 
traffic will substantially increase and so 
will speed, which will be an existential 
risk to all drivers especially for inexpe-
rienced teen drivers, causing accidents 
to happen.

There are multiple active private gun 
ranges in the immediate vicinity. Noise 
from these gun ranges will have schools 
required to do lockdowns until deemed 
safe.

This will have a devastating negative 
impact on the surrounding 20/20 
conservation lands. There is a wildlife 
corridor directly adjacent to the south, 
east and west of this property. There are 
black bears, panthers, gopher tortoises, 
crested caracara birds, sandhill cranes, 
scrub jay, otters, and even alligators 

that traverse this property and cross 
Joel Blvd. Lee County stakeholders have 
spent millions for preservation of this 
area. 

There are significant environmental 
impacts including flooding, pollution 
of the Caloosahatchee River from oil, 
gas, diesel, fertilizers, and herbicides. 

There will be massive amounts of fill 
needed and endless dump trucks en-
tering and leaving this property of 102 
acres. Active continuous construction 
for at least six years not including the 
road widening that would follow, which 
would add at least another two years 
of construction meaning eight years of 
continuous construction.   

I encourage Lehigh families to please 
email your school board and let them 
know you want this high school to be 
built where it is needed. Wouldn’t it be 
better to have a high school central-
ized within these schools rather than 
the children being bussed miles away? 
There is still time to stop it from being 
built in Alva, but you must act now. The 
school is currently in phase 1, which 
means they are doing the “groundwork” 
including design, permits, surveys, engi-
neering. Your children deserve a school 
close to home. If you want it, you must 
fight for it. Lehigh parents, get involved! 
Make sure to attend the school board 
meetings and bring your children. Do 
your part by reaching out to the mem-
bers of the school board. Listed below 
are the email addresses of the school 
board members.

EMAILS FOR SCHOOL BOARD 

To email the school board. Please visit: 
https://www.leeschools.net/school_board

Lehigh Acres Deserves A Local School By Denise Eberle

The General Woman’s Club of Lehigh 
Acres will hold their monthly meeting 
on Friday, February 16th, 2024, at the 
Rise Christian Church (50 Bell Blvd. Le-
high Acres, FL) at 1:00 PM. The speaker 
will be a representative from the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Departure speaking 
on personal safety.

The club is gearing up for their Fashion 
Show, largest fundraiser of the year, to 

be held March 9th, 2024 at The Pelican 
Preserve Country Club (Fort Myers). 
Door open at 10:30 am with fashions 
from Chico’s.

Last year the club was able to award 
$12,000 in scholarships to single par-
ents with children living at home from 
Lehigh Acres who have chosen to fur-
ther their education and make a better 
life for themselves and their children. 

Fashion show tickets are $45 per per-
sonand can be purchased by calling 
Betty Walsh at (315) 863-9300. 

ABOUT GENERAL
WOMAN’S CLUB

The General Woman’s Club of Lehigh 
Acres is a non-profit organization. 
The club has been in existence since 
1964. Their mission is to bring together 

women of diverse backgrounds and of 
all ages to provide opportunities for 
them to help themselves and others 
grow through humanitarian and social 
events.

The General Woman’s Club of Lehigh 
Acres always welcomes new members 
and encourages anyone interested in 
joining to call: Betty Smith – (239) 850-
6617.

General Women’s Club By Connie Puzevic



The holidays have 
passed and we begin 
a new year here in Lee 
County. While Santa 
has returned to the 

North Pole, the seasonal congestion 
that we experience here in Southwest 
Florida remains.

Lee County, as a rule, experiences an 
approximate population increase of 22 
percent during season. This equates 
to a significant increase in the number 
of vehicles, bicyclists and pedestrians 
on our streets and roadways. Some 
of the drivers here during the winter 
season are unfamiliar with our road-

ways and with recently updated traffic 
patterns. Roadways are a bit more 
congested and our children return to 
school following the holiday break. 
These variables require that drivers 
and pedestrians remain focused while 
out and about.

The Lee County Sheriff ’s Office, in 
an effort to reduce traffic-related in-
cidents, remind drivers to obey speed 
limits, comply with traffic signals and 
to maintain distance between vehicles.

A significant percentage of vehicular 
collisions occur as a result of tailgating 
and failure to maintain an adequate 
distance between ourselves and the 
car or truck ahead of us. Ensure that 
you are maintaining a full three-sec-

ond distance between yourself and the 
vehicle in front of you. Additionally, 
wet roadways require additional stop-
ping distance, especially at highway 
speeds.

Should you be operating a heavi-
ly-weighted vehicle or towing a trail-
er/camper, recognize that significantly 
more time is required to bring your 
vehicle to a complete stop. Should the 
car or truck behind you be following 
at an unsafe distance, please attempt 
to change lanes and allow that indi-
vidual to pass. Avoid speeding up or 
intentionally slowing in response to 
the tailgater. Avoid partaking in road-
rage incidents. This is a difficult time of 
year for many. There is an element of

stress returning to work after the 
holiday season and the additional 
traffic adds to our frustration. It is 
important, however, to do whatever 
is necessary to avoid aggressive in-
teraction with other drivers.

As mentioned, students are return-
ing to school, bus stops will once again 
have children present and school bus-
es will be making frequent stops to 
pick up and discharge passengers. 
Please exercise extreme caution!

Let’s begin the new year safely, with 
consideration for others, and make 
2024 an awesome year here in Lee 
County.

Speeding, bullying, 
tailgating, cutting off, 
texting, running red 

lights and other bad behavior along 
with unlicensed, suspended license, 
uninsured, criminal activity as well as 
so many other dangerous situations 
have not presented a deadly cauldron 
of stress, grief and changed lives.  East 
Lee County stands with the rest of the 
region with a dangerous situation that 
is only getting worse.  The morning 
and evening rush periods have begun 
to rival the traffic patterns of large 
metro areas with not much immedi-
ate relief in sight.  Vehicle insurance 
going sky high? We can blame many of 
the factors listed above.  If you know 

people getting behind the wheel who 
have no right or privilege to get behind 
that wheel – credit them in part for 
this mess.

Our Eastern Zone deputies and staff 
work hard, and the people of Lee Coun-
ty invest via a Board of Commissioners 
in public safely.  Unfortunately, how do 
you regulate moral decision making 
and destructive behavior.  Maybe the 
answer is for our leaders to enact 
penalties with deep consequences as 
we now equate driving with possible 
deadly results.  I hope you read Sheriff 
Marceno’s article and let him know 
that you support his deputies and that 
our leaders need to look at more pen-
alties that are deep and are realistic 
deterrents with driving behavior and 
keeping people off the roads who don’t 
have the privilege to drive.

EAST LEE CHAMBER GALA – 
MARCH 9TH – PLANTATION 

GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

The 62nd Anniversary Gala of the 
Chamber is in full planning stage with 
our area’s educators, public service 
and health care professionals being 
recognized for their service to our 
communities.  The Chamber will also 
recognize our outgoing School Super-
intendent Dr. Christopher Bernier for 
his servant leadership during his ten-
ure that included putting our district 
back together after Hurricane Ian.  
His attention and concern for East 
Lee/Lehigh has been showing results.  
Thank you, Chris, for crossing our path 
over the past years!  For information 
call Melissa or Peg at the Chamber 

Office 239-369-3322 or www.eastlee-
chamber.com for information and res-
ervations.

ONWARD TO TALLY!

Once again Senate President Kath-
leen Passidomo (R-Naples/East Lee) 
and Senate President – Designate Ben 
Albritton (R- Wauchula/East Lee) 
have invited close to 30 middle school 
students from Harnes Marsh Middle 
School and Lemuel Teal Middle School 
as their guest to visit the Florida Leg-
islature on February 28th.  Last year 
was a successful and productive time 
for the students who are studying 
government at this stage.  This now 
annual trip is funded and organized 
by the East Lee County Chamber of 
Commerce.

Photo: Mike Welch
Let Us Hear From You!
Contact Us At:
voicesoflehigh@gmail.com
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 Painting with Unparalleled Quality,
Value and Customer Service

2niceguys.net  |  (239) 690-1479
Licensed & Insured #CGC1526754

Call Today For A Free Consultation
For Your Home Or Business.

A Family Owned And Operated Business
Committed To Excellence In Craftsmanship
Mention Seeing Our Ad In The East Lee County News!

A DIVISION OF

I n t e r i o r  a n d  E x t e r i o r  P a i n t i n g

2 Nice Guys, Inc.

Beautifying Southwest Florida Since 2003.

Give your home a finished look. 
A little paint equals big impact!

WE WORK WELL UNDER PRESSURE!

239-980-6889 • PressureWashingOfFlorida.com
pressurewashingofflorida@gmail.com

OUR SERVICES
Exterior Cleaning

(Houses, Garages, Barns, Pool Cages, Commerical Buildings, & More!)
Roof Wash • Driveways • Docks • Sidewalks

The real estate land-
scape in Southwest Flor-
ida is experiencing a no-
ticeable shift, marked by 
a decline in the number 

of homes sold year over year. Recent 
statistics reveal a downward trend. 

According to data from the past three 
years, the number of homes sold in SWFL 
has seen a steady decrease. In 2021, the 
region recorded just over 48,000 home 
sales, but by 2022, the figure dropped to 
around 35,000. The latest available data 
for 2023 indicates a further decline, with 
only 31,000 homes sold. This downward 
trajectory is a departure from the robust 
market seen in  the last couple years.

Breaking down the statistics for the 
last seven days provides a snapshot of 
the current state of the SWFL real estate 
market. In this brief period, there were 
1398 new property listings, 974 pend-
ing transactions, and 468 homes suc-
cessfully sold. Additionally, 1699 homes 
experienced price decreases, reflecting a 
dynamic market responding to changing 
demand and supply conditions.

Like many real estate markets, SWFL 
is highly localized. While one neighbor-
hood may be experiencing an increase 
in property values, a nearby area might 
witness a decline. This localized variation 

adds a layer of complexity to the overall 
market dynamics.

Homes are spending more time on 
the market, with the average days on 
the market reaching approximately 60 
days. This indicates a shift in the speed 
at which homes are being bought and 
sold. Buyers are taking their time, and 
sellers are finding themselves in a posi-
tion where negotiation becomes essential 
to close deals.

The broader trend of the market indi-
cates a change in the negotiation power 
dynamic. In many cases, sellers are now 
more open to negotiating prices down 
from the listed values. This willingness 
to negotiate reflects the evolving nature 
of the market and the need for flexibility 
in transactions.

While migration to the SWFL area 
continues, there has been a noticeable 
slowing down in recent times. This shift 
in migration patterns could be influenced 
by various factors, such as economic con-
ditions, job opportunities, and lifestyle 
preferences.

As the SWFL real estate market un-
dergoes this transformation, industry 
players and potential buyers alike are 
closely watching the evolving landscape, 
navigating the changes, monitoring in-
terest rates and adapting their strategies 
to thrive in the new market conditions.

ABOUT
MELISSA FLEXSENHAR

Melissa Flexsenhar has been a realtor 
in this area since 2002, If you are con-

sidering buying or selling or just have 
questions about the current market Me-
lissa can be reached at 239-839-2690 or 
email her at:
 melissaflexsenhar@gmail.com

Balancing Act As Supply Increases & Price Negotiate Down

Season 2024 In Full Swing

By Melissa Flexsenhar

By Mike Welch

Photo: Sheriff Carmine 
Marceno, Lee County Sheriff

Photo: Melissa Flexenhar

Driving Safely In The New Year By Sheriff Carmine Marceno



09WWW.EASTLEENEWS.com
FEbRUARY 2024

www.mypetsvet.net

61 Bell Blvd N, Unit 2
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

In the Winn Dixie Plaza at the 
corner of Joel & Bell Blvd.

Se Haba Español

239.368.8387

Monday - Friday            8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday                       8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sunday                                               Closed

Dr. Rafael Cartelli

Find us on

FULL SERVICE ANIMAL HOSPITAL
• Examinations
• Vaccinations
• Surgery
• Comprehensive Dental Care
• Health Certificates

• In-House Laboratory
• Annual Wellness Packages
• Pharmacy
• Heartworm and Flea 
   Prevention Products

Call us to schedule an appointment today!
(239) 368-8387

Keep Your Pets Protected

We carry affordable options for 
HEARTWORM, FLEA AND TICK 

prevention to keep your pets protected!

MY PET’S VET
of Lehigh Acres

Rabies/Lee County Licenses
NOW AVAILABLE

NOW OFFERING
NEW MEDICINE FOR OSTEOARTHRITIS

Dr. Rafael Cartelli

(For Dogs) (For Cats)

hair | nails | waxing | packages | gift certificates
Amy | Debbie | Brandy | Brittany | Kelly | Lori

11300 Lindbergh Blvd, #108 (Next to Norman Love)

www.trendsettersfl.com 239.768.6861

BeautyGive the Gift of

Gift Cards Available For That Special 
Someone This Valentine’s Day!

By Sheriff Carmine Marceno

The creep of urban sprawl is about 
to claim another victim. LJ’s Lounge 
and Package. Billed by the owner and 
founder Linda Flaitz and her husband 
and partner, Marc Murray, as “The Last 
Cracker Honky Tonk in Lee County,” LJ’s 
is facing its last day on Feburary 4th, 
2024, at the time this paper went to 
press. This bastion of redneck revelry 
and country nightlife has been a fixture 
in East Lee County for 33 years, start-
ing initially at a location in Fort Myers 
Shores on State Road 80, also known as 
Palm Beach Blvd and is. After a couple of 
years, LJ’s eventually moved around the 
corner just a little ways down State Road 
31, which may be a more fitting home 
for this humble establishment. But, what 
used to be somewhat of a back road, just 
a little off the beaten path, is developing 
into a heavily trafficked artery thanks 
to the establishment of the new urban 
center of Babcock Ranch, the latest blow 
to the rural heart of Florida.

Marc says he will remember the kind-
ness and friendship that flowed from 
LJ’s, a manifestation of Linda’s kindness. 
While the old watering hole might have 
had a rough demeanor, the days have 
passed when bouncers were called for, 
but the generosity of the owners and 
patrons hasn’t. Marc said they have done 
benefits every year they’ve been open, 
and Linda has always tried to help those 
in need. When the lights are turned out, 
another thing that will fade will be this 
unofficial community center’s acts of 
benevolence. 

When talking to the patrons of LJ’s 
there’s a noticeable sadness in their 
eyes and voices as they recall memories 
spanning the last three decades. The 
recollections are held close, many joyful 
and wild, some, well, somber for lack of a 
better word. Some folks have been com-
ing here since the doors opened; some 

found it yesterday. There is a unique 
air to the place. This old honky tonk 
was more than just a bar, entering the 
youthful lore of youngsters excited to 
rub elbows with older friends and local 
legends. In its own way, it became a 
home away from home, a wild and wooly 
community center, hosting a range of 
social events from weddings to wakes 
and benefits to birthdays. Now, sure, not 
everybody that went through the doors 
was a rough and tough cracker cowboy 
or biker; the crowd has been a mix of 
everyone from tradesmen to doctors 
and lawyers and such. An eclectic mix 
of the friendly people that live out east. 
Besides being a spot to decompress 
from a hard day or an oasis of down-
home charm, LJ’s played host to many 
bands, more than anybody seems to be 
able to count.

The creation of Babcock Ranch, or 
maybe, more accurately, the reinven-

tion of Babcock Ranch as a sprawling 
town center in the middle of formerly 
productive agricultural land, was the 
final straw for LJ’s and the slower-paced 
rural outreaches of SWFL Florida. Noth-
ing lasts forever. In the case of LJ’s, the 
memories made there will preserve a 
unique aspect of life in Florida’s rural 
country circles.

When LJ’s doors close for the last time, 
it’s not just the closing of a bar or the 
passing of a cultural symbol. It’s a loss 
like that of a home or a friend. Some 
wonder where they’ll go to visit their 
friends who held onto each other using 
LJ’s as a gathering place. It may just be 
a bar to some, but it was a treasure to 
others.

Check back next month for our fol-
low-up article and pictures from the 
closing.

LJ’s Lounge And Package Closing: Urban Sprawl Is Set To 
Claim Another Victim By James Kennedy

Photo: Annette Renfro and her husband, Joey. They met at LJ’s 
at that very corner of the bar 23 years ago. Annette was quickly 
overcome with emotion as she shared that Linda, the owner, let 
them have their reception there free of charge. She went on to 
say that Linda had hosted funerals for people and fundraisers 
when they had cancer, all for free, and even when people have 
passed away in her own life, it hasn’t hurt her heart as much as 
this place closing. “It’s like the death of an old friend. It truly is. 
It’s like a piece of my life.” said Annette.

Photo: Matt Armstrong, 45, and his wife, Angie, in the center. 
They are from Cape Coral and brought their friends Julie & 
Kristopher Klein, who are visiting from Chicago. They came to 
LJ’s that night to introduce them to “Florida before a bunch of 
people moved here and f-worded it up.” he continued, “When 
I moved to Florida in 1984, as far as you could see, you could 
maybe see two houses, that’s it. Now this place now sucks, and 
I want out of here. LJ’s is one of the last real bars left, and we 
came here instead of some real commercialized bull#%@ bar.” 
Kris added, “This is the only cowboy bar I’ve ever seen in Florida, 
and I’m really upset that it’s not going to be here.”

Photo: Annette Renfroe, pictured here with Cami-Jo, a bartender 
at LJ’s for 23 years, said, “I wanted to add that LJ’s is not just 
a bar; it’s a place where generations of people that was born 
in Fort Myers go to socialize; at any given time, I can walk in 
that door and see somebody I went to school with that’s very 
comforting to a lot of people, friends for 30, 40 years gather 
and just have a good time I don’t know where we’re going to 
gather. I don’t know how long it’ll be before I see some of those 
people once LJ’s closes. That’s what LJ’s is: a gathering place.”  

FOR MORE PICTURES AND TO COMMENT ON LJ’S LOUNGE AND PACKAGES,
PLEASE VISIT EASTLEENEWS.COM
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More To Celebrate!More To Celebrate!
Dates & descriptions provided by www.holidayinsights.com

START FINISH

February 5    Great Voices from Opera to Broadway 
Concerto Soloists Internationale returns to the Community Concert 
Association with all new music, featuring popular highlights from grand 
opera to Broadway to pop performed by international soloists from four 
continents with a live on-stage orchestra and an emcee.

March 7    Barcelona Flamenco Ballet
Known for its outstanding and unforgettable productions, the Barcelona 
Flamenco Ballet offers an innovative combination of both traditional and 
more modern and contemporary flamenco dance set to musical styles 
ranging from classical to jazz to conventional flamenco.

March 7    Festival Under The Stars: Carmen
Now in its 3rd century, the magnificent tale of Carmen proves fascinating 
and ageless in the hands of Jimmy Gamonet de los Heros. Here, he 
forged a modern version of the story, focusing attention on the dancers 
themselves. Although the fiery Carmen is unmistakably the ruling 
figure, Gamonet created choreography for her suitors that allows each 
to express his own complexity of character and well-spring of passion. 
Producing a ballet with a known storyline was a departure for Jimmy 
Gamonet, who was best known for his neoclassical creations.

March 19    Kyiv Virtuosi Symphony Orchestra
Years of friendship and collaboration between a group of talented 
Ukrainian laureates and world famous conductor and cellist Dmitry 
Yablonsky led to the creation of the Kyiv Virtuosi Symphony Orchestra. 
During this year’s “Tour of Freedom,” the orchestra will be joined by 
MultiPiano, a unique piano ensemble ranging from one piano with four 
hands to several pianos in a variety of multi-hand combinations.
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(239) 561-1150 • www.gatewayminispa.com
13120 West Links Terrace #9, Fort Myers

HAIR • MASSAGE • FACIAL • NAILS • WAXING • AND MORE

Treat your

This
With The Gift Of Beautiful Nails!

SweetheartSweetheart
Valentine’s DayValentine’s Day

Pick up Your Gift Cards Today And Pamper The One You Love.

IMPORTANT MEETING!
IT IS URGENT YOU ATTEND!

Everyone who cares about PROTECTING THE 
BUCKINGHAM RURAL COMMUNITY LIFESTYLE

is urged to attend.

This is our opportunity to inform the 
Lee County Board of County Commissioners about 
how these development changes will impact our 

community and quality of life. 

Wednesday, February 7th • 9:30 AM
Lee County Courthouse, 2120 Main Street

A public hearing on a rezoning proposal to 
increase Orange River RPD from 160 to 258 homes 
on 129 acres at Ornge River Blvd. and Staley Rd. 

Presented by the Buckingham Community Association, Inc. A Florida 
Not-Ror-Profit Corporation. For more information, email: 
press@eastleenews.com, and we will forward your questions to the 
proper contacts at Buckingham Community Association, Inc.

 cULTURAL ARTS

February 6       National Chopsticks Day 

February 9       National Pizza Day 

February 11     Make a Friend Day 

February 13     National Wingman Day

February 15     Do a Grouch a Favor Day  
 

February 18     National Drink Wine Day 
 

February 20     Cherry Pie Day 

February 23     Play Tennis Day

February 26     National Pistachio Day

February 29     Leap Day!



All Real Estate. Any Location. Any Condition.

239-295-3820
kenjeff01@gmail.com

www.KenBuysEverything.com

Ken Jefferson • Liscensed Florida Realtor & Mortgage Originator

CASH PAID!
I Buy Houses & Real Estate
Any condition • Probate • Foreclosure • Vacant • As Is

I Also Buy:
Notes • Mortgages • Settlements • Annunities

CALL KEN TODAY!
239-295-3820

financialsbythenumbers.com

JOSHUA BENSON
CEO + President

813-598-4814
joshua@financialsbythenumbers.com

BOOKKEEPING
 ACCOUNTING

PAYROLL SERVICES
CASH MANAGEMENT

SCREEN MACHINE
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED!

(239)898-3528

FREE
ESTIMATE!

CALL FOR YOUR

Bringing You 20 Years of Experience!

SCREEN REPAIR SPECIAL

8

Licensed & Insured

5 6

(239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com

Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The
Forum, Buckingham And Most Of Lehigh

4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

DELIVERY
PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT

11:00am-10:00pm
(239) 491-2203

Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

239.223.4030
CMG-ROOFING.COM

Book a FREE Consultation Now!
Stop the problem with you roof at the root 

and protect your home today!

FENCE 1 CORP.

Pedro Fuentes
Owner

Se Habla Español

Chain Link
Wood
Metal/Privacy
Ornamental
Vinyl

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Licensed & Insured

239-303-2624
fence_1@aol.com
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CANERIMPACTWINDOWS.COM

239.722.4601
Call Us Today for Your 
FREE CONSULTATION

LICENSE #CGC1530091

Hurricane Protection • Energy Efficiency • Sound Reduction
Update, Modernize & Beautify Your Home • Burglar Safe 

NO PAYMENTS For Up to 18 Months, Paid With Your Property Taxes
Conventional, Super Simple & Secure, Same as Cash, Second Mortgages, FHA Title 1 Loans

Select Your Own Payment Program
with a Lender with Qualified Credit

MONTHLY PAYMENTS AS LOW AS $150 PER MONTH

Proud Distributor

POST-HURRICANE SEASON SPECIALS

$100 
Off Windows

$200 
Off Doors

NO PAYMENTS For Up to 18 Months, Paid With Your Property Taxes
Conventional, Super Simple & Secure, Same as Cash, Second Mortgages, FHA Title 1 Loans

Proud Distributor

To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611
BUSINESS   BILLBOARD



WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!

LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

239-369-5892

C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Telephone 239-369-5892
RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com 

• SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY

• A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT 
WORKS FOR YOU

• LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT 
REASONABLE RATES — NO SURCHARGE

• A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH 
MONTHLY STATEMENTS & CHECKS

• END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF 
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU

Shellie Vahue
Property Manager

Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate 
Community Since 1979Community Since 1979

Se Habla EspañolSe Habla Español

Realty World C. Bagans FirstRealty World C. Bagans First
Realty World InternationalRealty World International
#1 OFFICE#1 OFFICE

BUYERS BEWARE:
Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when you purchase your 

home. Realty World does not charge transaction fees. Please call Realty World and 
save some money at closing.

NICK BONACOLTA
239-887-0468 • nbonacolta@gmail.com

CHARLIE BONACOLTA
239-994-1062 • charlisold@gmail.com

Almost 3500 square feet of living area in this 5 bedroom 3 bath two story home in 
Popular Town Lakes Subdivision, very low quarterly fees, gated entry, sidewalks 
and CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER, home was BUILT IN 2017, extra deep FENCED 
BACKYARD OVERLOOKING THE LAKE, commercial grade LUXURY VINYL floors, 
formal living room in front may be used as a den, large formal dining room, extra 
spacious kitchen with walk in butler’s pantry, island countertop with breakfast 
bar, pendant lights, all appliances, breakfast nook area overlooking the backyard 
all open to the large family room, guest bedroom on the first floor with guest 
bathroom, all bedrooms have walk in closets, indoor laundry room with washer 
and dryer, second floor has a large loft or playroom/recreation room, master 
bedroom with large walk in closet, views of the water, private bath with dual sinks 
and separate garden tub and shower, large guest bedrooms one with water 
views from the windows, nicely landscaped yard with covered porch in the front, 
sliding doors from the kitchen area to the backyard with covered porch and 
open patio with pavers, excellent for entertaining, gutters have been installed, 
LED lighting throughout.

5 BEDROOM 3 BATH TWO STORY HOME
IN TOWN LAKES - ALMOST 3500 SQ FT.

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$390,000

55+ community - no pets - 2nd floor unit with assigned covered parking. 
Ceramic tile in living area. Laminate floors in bedrooms. This two bedroom/2 
bath unit is a split bedroom arrangement. There is a laundry room inside the 
condo. The tennis court has lights and the swimming pool is heated. The view 
from the screened porch is lovely. Located just minutes from the heart of Lehigh 
and easy access to SR 82 and the international airport (RSW) and Jet Blue Park.

Located in the highly routed Mirror Lakes area of Lehigh Acres. No need 
to lug heavy water bottles from the grocery store as this home features 
central water and sewer. Beautifully kept completely tiled three bedroom, 
two bath pool and spa home is perfect for entertaining or just enjoying 
those sunny days and cool nights. The oversized Master bedroom 
features pocket sliding glass doors that lead you out to the refreshing 
heated saltwater pool and spa, two spacious walk-in closets, and a 
very WOW looking Master bathroom. The open shower has a relaxing 
overhead Rain waterfall feature and built-in tile shelf perfect for all your 
bath and beauty needs. The two remaining bedrooms are both spacious. 
For anyone looking for a Dream Kitchen I believe this home will fill that 
need. Beautiful upgraded granite, stainless steel appliances, open 
concept with so many cabinets and counter space. Looking to entertain, 
look no further as this home features a living room, family room also with 
pocket sliding glass doors that lead out to huge lanai(storm shutters) 
with an oversized pool and spa. The backyard features many fruit trees 
with still plenty of space for a future garden or playground.

Exceptional estate sized home in the Mirror Lakes area. NO HOA FEES. 
3656 square feet of living area in this 4 bedroom 3 bath home with 
NEW METAL ROOF 2021, beautifully landscaped property includes the 
adjoining lot, fenced dog run area with six foot fence, pavers in driveway 
and walkway to the front door, grand double door entry, dual central heat 
and air units new in 2016 and 2021, roll down storm shutters, oversized 
double garage, built in automatic generator, great room at entry with 
skylights, family room with wet bar and fireplace, formal dining room with 
mirrored walls, excellent for entertaining, spacious kitchen with plenty 
of cabinets, new refrigerator and garbage disposal, walk in pantry, 
large nook area overlooking the pool, two tankless water heaters, two 
master bedrooms with private bathrooms, new upgraded carpet in two 
guest bedrooms, main master suite W/ extra large dual walk in closets, 
fireplace, sliders to the pool area, private bath with dual sinks, walk in 
shower & oversized jetted tub, oversized screened lanai with in ground 
pool, outside kitchen with Jenn Air grill and sink, excellent location with 
plenty of privacy and minutes to SR 82, I-75 and Ft Myers.

2 BEDROOM 2 BATH
STONE EDGE CONDO 

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH POOL HOME IN MIRROR LAKES 3 BEDROOM 3 BATH POOL HOME IN MIRROR LAKES - NO HOA FEES 

Mary Abell        239-229-5062        maryabell@earthlink.net

Louis Bonadies                                239-218-5305                                loub513@comcast.net Charlie Bonacolta                                239-994-1062                                charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$172,900

Offered At ......$444,900 Offered At ......$570,000

Popular Pinewood Condominium, 2 bedroom 2 bath with double driveways and 
parking for 3 cars, open park like setting in the rear with plenty of privacy, open 
patio behind the carport, the condo association just installed a new roof on this 
unit, newer laminate floors throughout the entire unit, NEW WATER HEATER IN 
2022, eat in kitchen, GE stack washer and dryer inside laundry area, walk in 
closet, 55+ community, pets OK, walking distance to stores etc. THE ROOF AND 
EXTERIOR SIDING IS MAINTAINED BY THE CONDO ASSOCIATION. In need of some 
updating but priced accordingly. NO flood insurance required here. Lehigh is the 
highest elevation in the Lee County.

2 BEDROOM 2 BATH POPULAR 
PINEWOOD CONDO 

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$122,500

Brand new construction C.O. HAS BEEN ISSUED AND THE HOME IS READY 
FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY, 3 bedroom 2 bath plus den that may be used as 
an office or 4th bedroom, ceramic tile floors throughout, 5 inch baseboards, 
IMPACT RESISTANT WINDOWS, nicely landscaped corner lot with irrigation 
system, 20 X 12 covered lanai in the rear of the home, GRANITE COUNTERTOPS, 
REAL WOOD CABINETS WITH SOFT CLOSE DOORS AND DRAWERS, breakfast 
bar and walk in pantry in kitchen with pendant lighting, stainless steel kitchen 
appliance package is included in sale, master bedroom with tray ceiling, dual 
walk in closets, large master bath with dual sinks and vanities, spacious walk in 
wrap around shower with dual heads, glass tile accents, large closets in guest 
bedrooms, indoor laundry room with laundry tub, double garage with opener, 
LED lighting throughout, extra long driveway with plenty of parking, excellent 
location on a quiet low traffic street yet just minutes to 10th St West for easy 
access to Ft Myers and I-75.

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH + DEN
NEW CONSTRUCTION

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$360,000

Well maintained 3 bedroom 2 bath villa with a 2 car garage in the popular 
Vistanna Villas gated community, NO AGE RESTRICTIONS HERE, Secure gated 
entry with common pool and playground area, central water and sewer, low 
quarterly maintenance fees, large screened lanai with pull down sun shades 
in the backyard, One of the largest lanai’s in the entire community, screened 
front porch, tile throughout the home with wood laminate in the bedrooms, 
indoor laundry room, pantry in the kitchen, breakfast bar, newer stainless steel 
appliances, master bedroom with private bathroom with walk in shower and dual 
sinks, Large walk in closet in master bedroom, accordion hurricane shutters on 
all windows and openings, home is conveniently located directly across from the 
community pool and playground, perfect centralized location, close to stores 
and easy access to Ft. Myers and I-75.

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH VILLA IN VISTANNA VILLAS 
GATED COMMUNITY-NO AGE RESTRICTIONS

Nick Bonacolta      239-887-0468      nbonacolta@gmail.com
Offered At ..................$260,000

Affordable POOL HOME overlooking the GOLF COURSE. Pay as you play. NO HOA 
FEES OR MEMBERSHIPS HERE. NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2015, 
NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2023, NEW POOL PUMP AND EQUIPMENT IN 
2023, NEW WATER HEATER IN 2023, NEW STAINLESS STEEL APPLIANCES IN 
2023, freshly painted interior, ceramic tile floors throughout, skylights in the 
formal dining area with mirrored wall, eat in kitchen with nook area and pantry, 
PRIVATE IN GROUND POOL WITH GREAT VIEWS OF THE GOLF COURSE, roll down 
storm shutters, NEW SCREENS ON POOL CAGE, master bedroom with access to 
the pool area, private bath with dual sinks, shower and walk in closet, enclosed 
porch with tile floors may be used for a den or office, vaulted ceilings in the living 
room, quiet low traffic street with CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER.

AFFORDABLE POOL HOME 
OVERLOOKING THE GOLF COURSE

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$295,000

Charlie 
Bonacolta

Broker/Salesman

“A House Sold Name”
239-994-1062

Nick Bonacolta

E-MAIL ADDRESS
Charlisold@gmail.com
www.charliesold.com

Salesman
E-MAIL ADDRESS

nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/ 
NickBonacoltaRW

239-887-0468
Charlie

Bonacolta
Nick

Bonacolta

Over 40 Years 
Combined Experience!

Realty World 
C. Bagans First 
30 Colorado Road 

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees 
when you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction 

fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.


