
There’s a saying I’ve 
always found interest-

ing: Nature hates a vacuum. In essence, 
it means if something was in a place 
and now isn’t, something else is ab-
solutely going to fill that place. It does 
not matter why it went away. What 
matters is the empty place is going to be 
filled. This occurs not just in nature but 
also in business, real estate, education, 
athletics, grocery stores, libraries, and 
so on. If you think about it for just one 
minute, you’ll probably come up with 
a bunch more examples than I just did. 
It is a universal concept that applies to 
everything. I guess that’s why the term 
was coined as Nature hating that vacu-
um because Nature covers all the bases. 

I say this because nearly three years 
ago, my friend Katrina Salokar, who 
owns Paradise Creative Group, and I 
were at my office talking. We were basi-
cally whining about how local business-
es were no longer connected. They no 
longer talked to each other. They didn’t 
refer business to each other because 
nobody knew each other anymore. 
Most businesses didn’t do much except 
keep their heads down and simply try 
to survive. Katrina and I were in that 
very same boat. Looking back, and to be 

fair, COVID had drastically changed how 
all people (both customers and pro-
viders) did business, and that leaned 
mostly towards interacting as little as 
possible with each other. This leads to 
another saying I love: Patterns repeat 
themselves.

The trick with patterns is they are 
not always easily identified. Some are 
obvious, like your teenager not waking 
up in a joyous mood. Others are not 
quite as obvious. Now, back to Butch 
and Katrina whining. What was obvious 
to us was that something was wrong 
but seeing the pattern was less clear 
to us. That’s when we realized that 
businesses suddenly had no formal or-
ganization to help stitch back together 
the networks they once had. Unlike in 
the past, there were no central places 
or groups for them to gather and ask for 
advice, promote their business, share 
a laugh, or even just having someone 
familiar with you to gripe to and they’d 
get it. I’m not a trained psychologist, 
but I’m fairly confident in stating that 
being alone sucks. In prison, there’s 
a reason they punish prisoners with 
solitary confinement. We humans are 
just not wired to operate alone, and 
the business community was uninten-
tionally punishing itself with isolation. 

Katrina and I whining was not a be-
havior pattern either of us felt com-

fortable with and certainly didn’t want 
to repeat. (I can’t believe I’m publicly 
stating we were whining. Katrina’s 
going to kick me when she reads this! 
Thankfully, I’m taller than her, so please 
pray for my leg and hind end.) Whining 
might make you feel better temporarily, 
but it very rarely makes the situation 
better. So, like the red-blooded Ameri-
can entrepreneurs we are, we stopped 
and focused on solving the problem. 
After some study, we identified there 
were no solid organizations to lean on. 
Sure, there were some here or there, 
but the vibe they had just didn’t feel 
right. Keep in mind, building some-
thing from scratch is far harder than 
fixing something that’s already there. 
That route would be both faster and 
easier, but again, none of their vibes 
felt “right.” We discussed this fact, then 
did some mental and emotional math, 
and decided to instead start our own 
thing to ensure it had our mentality in 
its DNA from the get-go.

Enter the Southwest Florida Busi-
ness Alliance. It was originally planned 
to just represent the East side of Lee 
County because that’s where we saw 
the most need. However, by the end 
of our first year, we had businesses 
ranging from Marco Island to Tampa 
as members. It was astonishing, and 
still is, to be frank, how well received 
the message was. I think, more im-

portantly, the execution of our plan is 
what has truly led to this success. We 
came up with some core principles 
and have stuck with them. Southwest 
Florida Business Alliance membership 
is now in the hundreds, and, seeing 
this pattern, I imagine it will just con-
tinue to grow. I write all this to say 
clearly that if you are a business own-
er, if you know one, are an executive, 
or are a person with ambition and a 
drive to succeed, we want you. We’ve 
been able to accomplish some amazing 
things together. We’re helping to steer 
smarter growth in Southwest Florida. 
We’re helping to share with people 
in power that things like the capac-
ity of our roads must be taken into 
consideration before greenlighting yet 
another development. We’re working 
with the Economic Development Office 
and providing the insight they would 
not have had without these new eyes 
participating. The EDO has been so 
open and welcoming, and for that, we 
are truly grateful. We offer value, and 
that means something. Good things 
are already here, and the future looks 
even brighter. Our recipe is simple: 
get some good people in a room, talk, 
come up with actionable decisions, 
and implement them.  If you have the 
same mentality, please reach out to us. 
We would love to speak with you! Visit 
www.swflba.com or call 239-470-5611.
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Southwest Florida Business Alliance
By Butch Swank - butch@goodladandswank.com

Photo: Butch Swank, 
President of Southwest 
Florida Business Alliance; 
Owner of Goodlad & 
Swank Insurance, LLC
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MARCH & APRIL CONCERTS AT THE MACC

GULF COAST JAZZ COLLECTIVE
MARCH 7| 7:00pm
APRIL 18 | 7:00pm

GULF COAST SYMPHONY
VERDI: Overture to Luisa Miller

DEBUSSY: La Mer
BRAHMS: Symphony No. 4

APRIL 20 | 7:30pm & APRIL 21 | 3:00pm

STOKES, Piano & KOZŁOWSKI, Cello
Barber & Brahms Sonatas

MARCH 17 | 7:00pm

For tickets:  239.481.4849   www.GulfCoastSymphony.org

For tickets:  239.277.1700      www.MACCtickets.org

13411 Shire Lane, Ft Myers, 33912    (1.2 miles from I-75, Off Daniels Parkway)

We Play The Music You Love To Hear!

LIVE MUSIC LIVES HERE!
Musical Theater  Jazz  Symphony  Chamber Music

Southwest Florida Theatre Co.

Through Mar 15 Apr 10 to May 4

GULF COAST SYMPHONY POPS AT THE BARBARA B. MANN PERFORMING ARTS HALL

MARCH 10           MARCH 23 & 24                         APRIL 7                     APRIL 14
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239-674-7630 | www.goodladandswank.com
702 Leeland Heights Blvd W Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Why Not Insure It All
Under One Roof?

Capability. Commitment. Community. - Call for a Free Quote

Experienced. Passionate. Straightforward.
FAMILY LAW & CIVIL LITIGATION ATTORNEY SERVICING EAST LEE COUNTY

Contact Us Today For Your FREE 30-Minute Consultation
239-691-9459 / 239-491-2180 / Melissa@Barris.Law

PATERNITY • CHILD SUPPORT
DIVORCE • CHILD CUSTODY

CREDITORS’ RIGHTS
PAYMENT PLANS OFFERED • BILINGUAL

4513 LEE BLVD / LEHIGH ACRES, FLORIDA 33971 / MELISSABARRISLAW.COM

I recently wrote an 
article called “Sprawl 
Hurts Us All”.  It elab-
orated on the concern 
that unbridled develop-

ment has harmful effects on the citizens 
of Lee County. Alva Strong, a local group 
of concerned citizens and several other 
local groups, have been fighting the Lee 
County Commissioners over the ever 
expanding, high density developments. 
Their close ties to land developers such 
as Neal Communities have, at very least, 
an appearance of impropriety with a 
recent  5-0 vote in favor of amending 
the zoning map to allow water and 
sewer to feed the 1000+ homes that 
Neal is proposing on North River Road 
what is now a rural area. 

Pat Neal is a former state represen-
tative who has close ties and donated 
to each commissioner.  In spite of the 
overwhelming public outcry against 
high density, high population com-
munities, our Lee County Board of 
Commissioners Yes vote was in direct 
opposition to its own Local Planning 
Agency recommendation. The com-
missioners paid little attention to the 
public as they voiced their concerns 

and several commissioners disrespect-
ed their constituents by being absent 
on the days during parts of the public 
hearing.  The plan will allow for a sewer 
pipe to be placed under the Caloosa-
hatchee River, a river already plagued 
by pollution that contributes to red 
tide.  Traffic, pollution, and the effect 
on wildlife are but a few of the long 
term consequences of rapid ill-planned 
development. But perhaps the most 
significant dangers of overpopulation 
are the effect on our health care system. 
As Lee County’s population reaches 
nearly one million, and with no sign 
that our commissioners intend to slow 
the growth, the system is flooded and 
the healthcare system becomes as sick 
as its patients. 

 According to statistics there should 
be a minimum of 2.4 hospital beds per 
1000 people. Lee County is well below 
this benchmark.  Compound that with 
an acute shortage of Florida physicians 
and nurses due to the ever expanding 
population, and seasonal guest and our 
ER waiting rooms look like a combat 
zone. In Florida, the shortage of family 
medicine physicians achieve only 62% 
of the demand.  By 2030 an additional 
22,000 physicians will be required to 
meet future needs. EMS services are 

over stressed and prolonged response 
times are now the norm. 

I’d like to share a personal story 
that unfortunately reflects the seri-
ousness of Lee County’s dilemma. I 
was an RN for 43 year.  My roommate 
from Nursing School and I have been 
best friends since I was 17 years old. 
She experienced a life threatening re-
action to the Covid booster and spent 
a week in the ICU, I invited her and 
her 95 year old mother, who was un-
der her care, to move to Florida and 
share our home so she could recover 
and have help with her mother.  Sadly, 
she was diagnosed with cancer a year 
ago and because it was caught early 
required only surgery.  However, now 
the cancer had spread to her abdomen. 
Her surgeon referred her to a medical 
oncologist to develop a treatment plan 
for chemo and possible radiation but 
her prognosis is not encouraging. Some 
statistics place her survival at 2-11 
months without treatment.   In spite of 
many discouraging hours on the phone, 
it took 2 weeks before she could get 
in contact with the office to secure an 
appointment date. Many doctors were 
not seeing new patients and had only 
distant appointment times available.  
The nearest appointment time was for 

an additional 6 weeks out. Let’s do the 
math. A quickly growing cancer without 
treatment but she can’t be seen by a 
physician for 6 weeks.  This is only one 
story.  There are many more just like 
it.  I place the blame squarely on the 
Board of County Commissioners who 
put their interest and those of the in-
siders above the citizens that they have 
sworn to represent.  More homes and 
people require more doctors, nurses 
and hospital beds. It’s time we hold our 
commissioners responsible for their 
dangerously poor decisions. 

Flooding our communities with more 
and more people without the infra-
structure to support it is irresponsible. 
So what can we do? First let’s stop 
voting in candidates that do not have 
the public’s best interest in mind. This 
is not a right verses left issue. Good and 
honest government begins at the local 
level.  VOTE THE PRIMARY!  Remove 
the current board that are beholding 
only to commercial interest. Write your 
representatives, attend public meet-
ings and vote wisely.  Let’s replace this 
commission with servant leaders who 
actually represent us. Get involved! For 
more information contact AlvaStrong.
org. 

Expansion Without Proper Infrastructure By Susan Allen
Photo: Susan Allen
www.alvastrong.org

When I went to school, children 
went to the schools closest to their 
homes. They also were designed to 
complement their communities. Small-
er schools in the suburbs and more 
prominent schools in the urban com-
munities. 

Lee County School District has plans 
to build a high school for 2800 stu-
dents in the small rural community of 
Alva, smack dab in the middle of the  
20/20 wildlife corridor, the Scrub Jay 
Preserves, near two active gun ranges 
and a gun accessory stand.

This wildlife corridor is the last of 
its kind in Lee County. Stakeholders 
have paid tens of millions of dollars 
to preserve this wildlife corridor. The 
wildlife that traverses this preserve are 
black bears, panthers, crested Cara Cara 
birds, gopher tortoises, and many more.

However, an alternative school prop-
erty would be more conducive to the 
wildlife, the students, and their families. 

That property is 46.5 acres located in 
Lehigh Acres, where the students and 
families live with no wildlife concerns. 
It would be a neighborhood school. 
It is located at 201 Joel Blvd. The old 
golf course.

This property is a centralized in loca-
tion for other schools. It is centralized 
within Lehigh Acres.

I attended the Rock, Blues and Brews 
Festival in Lehigh Acres, an annual 
event put on by the Rotary Club of 
Lehigh Acres. I went there to talk to 
parents, families, and residents about 
the High School because the Lee County 
School District have yet to communi-
cate with Lehigh Acres families at all 
about this school. Which I found inter-
esting because the Lee County School 
District is saying they are proposing 
to advance neighborhood schools and 
reduce busing.

Every person I spoke with wanted 
this school to be built in Lehigh. Stu-

dents approached me and wanted it 
built in Lehigh. The overwhelming re-
sponse was, “It’s just common sense. “

It keeps the students together when 
they transition into High School, and 
many students can walk or ride bikes 
to this location. There are 2 middle 
schools (Lehigh Middle and Lemuel 
Teal) and a K-8 (VPAA) in the 2-mile 
radius of this location. All needed in-
frastructure is there. No wildlife or 
environmental concerns. 

So, who exactly is Lee County school 
district building this school for?

Alva has virtually no students in the 
2-mile radius. Students can not walk or 
ride a bike to school. There is absolutely 
no infrastructure at this location. There 
are no sidewalks, very narrow residen-
tial roads, or room for pedestrians. It 
would cost taxpayers an additional 
10’s of millions of dollars. Where’s the 
transparency, financial feasibility, and 
responsibility?

Lehigh Acres students and families 
deserve a High School where they live, 
not out in the farthest NE corner of Lee 
County where EVERY student must be 
bused. That’s at least 36 additional bus-
es and drivers needed. What happened 
to reduced busing? Those familiar with 
this area are very familiar with the 
accidents that occur. Do you want your 
teen drivers traveling out here?

Contact your school board, communi-
ty organizations, Rotary Club, Chamber 
of Commerce, and Kiwanis Clubs of Le-
high Acres. Request that they represent 
you to the Lee County school district.

Email your school board District 5 
representative, Armor Persons. Start 
a petition within your community.

You can contact me, and I will collect 
them. I will deliver them to the school 
board. You can email me at eemsouch@
aol.com if you have any questions.

A Neighborhood School By Denise Eberle



*Based on 30 Year Fixed 5.5% FHA Mortgage with 3% Down 
Payment. Payment Reflects Principle and Interest Only! 1400 Homestead Road N. • 239-369-6161

1/4 Acre Lots   
from $15,000
1/2 Acre Lots
from $22,000

THINKING OF SELLING?
WHAT IS YOUR

HOUSE WORTH?
Contact us today for a FREE market 

analysis of your property.
NO OBLIGATION.

CALL TODAY
239-369-6161

RENTALS
AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE
LOTS FOR

SALE!
$1,675
AVAILABLE AT

CALL TODAY
239-491-3300

SUNSET POINTE AT FORT 
MYERS
Dont miss this opportunity to own this 1 bedroom 
1 bath first floor condo that rarely becomes avail-
able. The condo is in the back, more quiet south 
section of the development. Great central location 
at College Parkway and US 41. Easy access to shop-
ping, dining, schools and hospitals.
CARL SCOTT             
cscottcbpp@comcast.net

239-634-3298 

LOOK NO FURTHER
Spacious and bright corner property in lovely Bea-
con Square. 55+ community with 2 bedrooms, 2 
full baths, newer laminate flooring. French door re-
frigerator less than 1 year old. See this one today!!

COZINESS AND ELEGANCE!!
A delightful 3 bedroom 2 bath home featuring a 
stunning kitchen, new flooring throughout, front 
and back porches and room for a pool. Harmoni-
ous blend of coziness and elegance.

AYO MICHAEL             
seyomide2000@aol.com

239-770-8523

WILLOW LAKE 3/2
Very desireable neighborhood. 1506 Living area, 2 
bedrooms/2 baths 1 car garage, large living room, 
new roof and gutters on an oversized corner lot.  
City water & sewer.

BEAUTIFUL GATEWAY
CONDO
Second story condo with all the amienities you 
can imagine and overlooks the golf course. HOA 
includes everything except electric. Strategically 
located 5 minutes from Jet Blue Park and close to 
the airport.
PAMELA DICKINSON    
pamsellsit@gmail.com

239-887-0837

TIMELESS ELEGANCE
This 3 bedroom plus den/ 2 bath home features 
over 2000 sq. ft. of living area, offered ceilings and 
exquisite tile flooring throughout, formal dining 
room, living room,and a  covered porch.  Built in 
2019 and near shopping centers, schools, and all 
amentities.

ESPERENCIA CADET             
espycadet@gmail.com

239-478-5492

BETTER THAN NEW!
2019 home has 3 bedrooms, two bath, split floor 
plan  and an in ground heated saltwater pool. 
Home comes with a whole house Generac gener-
ator with a 500 gallon underground propane tank. 
Interior is clean and freshly painted. On a quiet, 
dead end street, close to all amenities.

STEVE BRUZIK   
bruzikpropertygroup@gmail.com

704-780-9527

FINE RURAL LIVINGTOTAL PACKAGE
Custom built in 2021, concrete block home with 
metal roof, whole home Generac generator, 2.26 
acres, fenced, beautiful landscape. Hurricane im-
pact windows and doors. Zoned residential rural so 
bring horses, pigs ,goats and chickens. Efficiency 
room, two sheds, and livestock pens out back.

Spacious 3 bedroom 2 bath plus den.  Resort pool 
and spa. Park like setting.  Strong concrete block 
construction.  Meticulously maintained inside and 
out.  Hurry, homes like this one don’t last long!

MARY BRUZIK    
bruzikpropertygroup@gmail.com

704-708-9528

LAUREL LEVIS-DOYLE                  
llevisdoyle@gmail.com

315-719-2520

ADELIA PIMENTEL       
adeliaswfl@gmail.com

239-462-4053

YOUR SEARCH IS OVER
This is a nice 3/2 with a 2 car garage. Granite 
counters and breakfast bar in kitchen. All applianc-
es included.  Tile floors with decorative tile inlay. 
Walk in shower and double sinks in master. Great 
location. Quick access to Fort Myers.

ABBY DILLON       
abbydillon@hotmail.com

239-645-6808

MARTHA NEAULT         
MarthaNeault@gmail.com

239-822-2822

$169,900

$268,500

$319,500

$410,000

$175,000

SPACIOUS 3/2
Features large double garage, oversized screened 
porch, 1747 sq ft living area in a growing area 
of finer homes. Located about 1 mile from the 
newly expanded Lehigh Acres Park which features 
ballfields, tennis, community pool, playground, 
pavillions and more. Near schools shopping.
PAUL JACOBS        
agentpauljacobs@gmail.com     

239-371-1365

$279,900

$324,900

$419,900

$225,000

HERE IT IS!!
Spacious 3 bedroom home with fenced yard, 
city water and sewer, metal roof in 2021, walk to 
church, shopping and more.

SANDRA ROMAN   
sandrarealsales@cs.com

239-850-2018

$274,900

$389,900

$679,000

CBPPI.com • 239-369-6161 • 800-320-8144

PREFERRED PROPERTIES
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CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS

(239) 922-0909
14131 Metropolis Ave, # 105

Fort Myers, FL 33912

Dr. Sabha is a compassionate provider with extensive clinical experience of over 18 years, 
including caring for very sick hospitalized patients and managing skilled nursing facility patients 
with a special focus on mental health well-being in the elderly. He has National Leadership 
as a Chief Medical Officer, setting up quality care programs to decrease hospitalizations and 
improve quality outcomes for patients.

Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD is delighted to announce the launching of his new primary care 
practice right across the street from Gulf Coast Medical Center, off Metro Parkway.

NEW PRIMARY CARE
PRACTICE OPENING

Fort Myers Primary Care and Wellness
is now accepting Patients.

“As a patient, you can expect 
to be greeted with a caring, 
professional attitude by our 
entire staff. I will work with 
other team members to create 
a coordinated, personalized 
care plan.”

-Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD

LOOKING FOR
ANSWERS?

Get what you’re looking for at
LIFESBASICQUESTIONS.COM

Exercise is not only 
essential for physical 

health but also for cognitive well-being. 
When we exercise, our brains light up 
like a Fourth of July fireworks display, 
releasing a cascade of neurotransmit-
ters that enhance mood, cognition, and 
creativity.  Numerous studies have high-
lighted the positive impact of exercise on 
cognitive function.  Below, we’ll explore 
some of these benefits.

• Enhanced Memory and Learning:
One of the most notable cognitive 
benefits of exercise is its ability to en-
hance memory and learning capabili-
ties. Research suggests that engaging 
in regular aerobic exercise can lead 
to structural changes in the brain, 
particularly in the hippocampus, a 
region critical for memory formation 
and consolidation. Exercise promotes 
the production of neurotrophic fac-
tors, such as brain-derived neuro-
trophic factor (BDNF), which play 
a key role in neuronal growth and 

synaptic plasticity– the brain’s ability 
to adapt and grow in response to new 
experiences. As a result, individuals 
who exercise regularly often exhibit 
improved memory recall and faster 
learning abilities compared to their 
sedentary counterparts.

• Increased Attention and Focus: 
In today’s fast-paced world, main-
taining attention and focus can be 
challenging. However, incorporating 
exercise into one’s routine can help 
sharpen cognitive abilities related 
to attention and focus. Physical ac-
tivity has been shown to increase 
blood flow to the brain, delivering 
oxygen and nutrients essential for 
optimal cognitive function. Moreover, 
exercise stimulates the release of 
neurotransmitters like dopamine and 
norepinephrine, which are involved 
in regulating attention and arous-
al. Consequently, individuals who 
exercise regularly often experience 
enhanced concentration, improved 
task-switching abilities, and better 
cognitive control.

• Protection Against Cognitive De-
cline: As individuals age, the risk of 
cognitive decline, including condi-

tions such as dementia and Alzhei-
mer’s disease, becomes a growing 
concern. Fortunately, research sug-
gests that exercise can help mitigate 
this risk by promoting brain health 
and resilience. Studies have demon-
strated that staying physically active 
throughout life is associated with a 
reduced risk of developing cogni-
tive impairments later on. Moreover, 
exercise has been shown to slow 
the progression of existing cognitive 
decline in older adults. By promoting 
neuroplasticity and neurogenesis, 
exercise serves as a protective factor 
against age-related cognitive decline, 
allowing individuals to maintain cog-
nitive function and independence as 
they grow older.

• Improved Mood and Mental 
Well-being: In addition to its direct 
effects on cognitive function, exercise 
also exerts a powerful influence on 
mood and mental well-being. Phys-
ical activity stimulates the release of 
endorphins, often referred to as “feel-
good” hormones, which can alleviate 
stress, anxiety, and depression. So, 
the next time you’re feeling stuck 
in a mental rut or just need a little 

pick-me-up, don’t underestimate 
the power of a good workout – your 
brain will thank you for it.

In conclusion, as you move your 
body, whether it’s competing in tennis 
matches (my all time fav), running, cy-
cling, swimming, or even just dancing 
around your living room like nobody’s 
watching, you’re not just working up a 
sweat – you’re also giving your brain a 
workout. With each step or spin, your 
brain releases a flurry of chemicals like 
dopamine and serotonin, and ramping 
up your BDNF, all of which elevate your 
mood and sharpen your focus faster 
than a double shot of espresso.  

ABOUT
DR. KHALID SABHA, MD

His dedication to compassionate 
healthcare ensures a welcoming and 
attentive experience for all new patients. 
Fort Myers Primary Care and Wellness 
is located at 14131 Metropolis Ave, # 
105, Fort Myers, Florida 33912. Call 
Dr. Sabha at 239-922-0909 to make an 
appointment today. 

Unlocking the Mind: The Cognitive Rewards of Exercise
By Dr. Khalid Sabha, MD

Photo: Dr. Khalid Sabha, 
MD, Fort Myers Primary 
Care & Wellness. 

The Alva Garden Club announces its 
long running Plant Sale and Strawberry 
Shortcake Festival, a local tradition for 
area gardeners and those craving an 
old-fashioned sweet strawberry short-
cake treat.

The event, scheduled from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, March 9 at Alva Meth-
odist Church, 21440 Pearl Street, is an 
opportunity to purchase healthy living 
plants at very affordable prices. Visitors 

can also enjoy a bowl of fresh strawberry 
shortcake and purchase baked goods 
made by Alva Garden Club members.

A variety of Florida-grown plants from 
club members will be sold, in addition to 
beautiful specimens donated from local 
nurseries. Plant varieties vary and are 
sold on a first-come first-served basis.

Homemade strawberry shortcake 
baked by garden club members will 

feature indoor seating, along with a 
large variety of baked goods to take 
home. In addition, visitors can browse 
a large collection of gently used books 
and a variety of craft and food vendors. 
On-site parking will be available.

Proceeds from this event allow the 
club to continue providing civic contri-
butions in the community. In addition 
to creating community enhancements, 
club members meet monthly between 

October and May for educational meet-
ings and to attend area field trips to 
garden-related destinations. Visit alva-
gardenclub.org for more information.
• Time and Date: 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Saturday, March 9, 2024
• Location: Alva Methodist Church

21440 Pearl Street, Alva, Florida 
33920

Annual Plant Sale & Strawberry Shortcake Fest Supports 
Alva Garden Club Community Projects Submitted By: Susan Hegarty

What happens when 
snow-birds flock to 
SWFL? What is the 
flipside of the rosy eco-

nomic boon, the busy hotels, restau-
rants, HOAs, roads and destinations? 
There’s more trash. Newcomers? Boom-
ers? Hurricanes? Different question, 
same answer --- more people, more 
storms, more trash. Blue skies? Trash. 
Grey skies? Much more trash. Are the 
consequences of all of this trash being 
unequally shouldered by East Lee com-
munities? 

The Covanta-Lee incinerator in Buck-
ingham exceeded dioxin-furan emission 
allowances, receiving violations in Jan-

uary and April of 2023. After eventually 
“passing” six months later in June, Lee 
County Solid Waste reached a settle-
ment with the FDEP and Covanta paid 
a $2,000 fine. Given no “right to know”, 
East Lee communities were unaware 
until the “settlement” buried in the Com-
missioner’s consent agenda, came to 
light. 

Complacency about incinerator emis-
sions, including dioxin – the world’s 
most toxic chemical and mercury, have 
led to regrettable planning practices 
including putting a park next door! Flor-
ida burns more trash than any other 
state even though factors in our envi-
ronment INCREASE susceptibility to 
health impacts. Consequences of waste 
incineration both disproportionately 

affect neighborhoods and spread be-
yond --- contributing to over 2,000 fish 
advisories statewide due to mercury 
bioaccumulation. In March you can give 
public comment through three FEDER-
AL RULEMAKING opportunities: 

MUNICIPAL WASTE INCINERATORS:
(by 3/25) proposing to end exceptions 
for malfunctions at municipal waste 
incinerators, TITLE 5 PERMITS (by 
3/11) assessing federal oversight of 
“stationary sources of air pollution” 
permits and WARM v16 MODEL (by 
3/15) contemplating incinerator incen-
tives, displacing or disadvantaging other 
practices.  For more information, links 
to the rulemaking and possible talking 
points to supplement your observations 
and position review the google slides at: 

https://rebrand.ly/ju0n2zj 

To learn about solutions and alterna-
tives to incineration for Florida commu-
nities sign up for a three-part webinar 
(6:30pm 2/27, 3/26, 4/23) hosted by 
Sierra Club detailing and endorsing Ze-
ro-Waste initiatives. 

The Landscape of Solid Waste 
Management in Florida – Where do 
Incineration and Zero Waste Fit In?

HTTPS://REBRAND.LY/PLN97YY 

Write your Commissioners by
visiting: www.actionnetwork.org/

letters/local-officials-lets-talk-about-in-
cineration

“Trash to Cash Rulemaking”: Incinerators, Permits and Models
By Marsha Ellis

Photo: Marsha Ellis



Home Flood Auto Motorcycle Boat

All Your Insurance Needs Under One Roof

2 LOCATIONS
to Better Serve you!

The Smith & Mitchell Agency

Give us a call or visit us online for a FREE Quote
on your Home, Auto, or Flood Insurance.

9230 Daniels Parkway,
Fort Myers, FL 33912

1205 Piper Blvd
Naples, FL 34110 

• Local, expert insurance counsel
• More choice in insurance companies
• True peace of mind
• Insurance the way it’s supposed to be

(239) 603-8200
 www.smithandmitchellagency.com

Tyler Smith, Agency Owner Chris Mitchell, Agency Owner

The insurance agency reinvented around you.®

Why pay Dealership prices when you can get the 
same Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

31 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.   //   ALL REPAIRS! MINOR TO MAJOR.    //   SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS.   //   LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED!

Front or Rear Brake Job
CARS

$235.00
TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs

$275.00

Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.
Disc brakes only. Rotors Included.
Offer expires 03/31/24

MV93177

Owner Michael StanekOwner Michael StanekOwner Michael StanekOwner Michael StanekOwner Michael StanekOwner Michael StanekOwner Michael Staneksame Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

$275
Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a filter

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a filter

* Oil disposal additional cost

* Oil disposal additional cost

Synthetic Blend Oil Change

Full Synthetic Oil Change

$4099

$7099 239-851-5352

OPEN
Monday through Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

410 Leonard Blvd N. Unit 4
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971
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During the last 10 years, while Lee 
County’s population grew by 23% - an es-
timated 140,000 residents - single-family 
home values rose by 213.8% during that 
same period. The Lee County Property 
Appraiser’s preliminary tax assessment 
for 2022 places average home values at 
$415,448, over 3 times what the average 
home was worth in 2012 ($132,415). 
This has become the clearest indicator of 
local demand. Home value listings in Lee 
County have gone up 45% over the past 
two years, where the median single-fam-
ily home will be listed for $499,000 as of 
April 2023. For comparison, home values 
typically increase about 4-8% during a 
particularly good year.

Approximately 80,000 residential 
units are in the pipeline, with 28,094 
units under production in the cities and 
42,931 residential units currently being 
planned or under construction in Unin-
corporated Lee County. The number of 
single-family building permits issued 
in Unincorporated Lee County jumped 
from 2,234 new homes started in 2019 

to 4,957 new homes started in 2021 – a 
122% increase. The same market trends 
are essentially true for the rental market 
as well.   Of all of the housing being pro-
posed or built, less than 1% is expected 
to be workforce or affordable housing.   
This, along with the number of homes 
damaged after the storm, is the main 
reason that the county’s housing initia-
tive is so important and timely.  Out of 
the $1.1 billion granted by HUD to Lee 
County, $660 million has been allocated 
to support affordable housing invest-
ment.  A description of the first program 
that will be released is below.   Housing 
costs are not the only problem affecting 
the housing market’s challenge.  Home 
insurance, surging material prices, supply 
chain challenges, higher interest rates, 
and all combine to make the housing 
market costly and difficult for working 
families to access.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT: DISASTER RE-

LIEF (CDBG-DR)

Community Development Block Grant 
Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) grant 
funds are appropriated by Congress and 
allocated by HUD to rebuild disaster-im-
pacted areas and provide crucial seed 
money to start the long-term recovery 
process. (Issued by U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development)

LEE COUNTY FUNDING FOR 
ATTAINABLE HOUSING

PROJECTS: DESCRIPTION
OF FIRST PROGRAM RELEASE

$50 million in Multifamily Affordable 
Housing Rehabilitation of 5 units or more 
that was not covered by insurance or 
other federally funded methods. $300 
million in New Construction/Acquisi-
tion/rehabilitation/conversion.

• Eligible costs: Acquisition and/or Re-
habilitation of Multi-Family Housing, 
including conversion of non-residen-
tial or market rate units to affordable 
units (labor, materials, and other costs 
of rehabilitation of properties). New 

Construction of Multi-Family Housing 
(property acquisition, soft costs, and 
hard costs related to new construc-
tion of housing units)

• A minimum amount of funding 
is $4,000,000 – The maximum is 
$20,000,000 or $250,000 per unit for 
multifamily housing (5 units or more). 
Applicants can pool their properties 
together to meet minimum standards.

• 51% of the units must be occupied 
by households with 80% AMI or less

• Projects must be completed within 6 
years of HUD’s executed agreement 
of grant funds to Lee County

• Must comply with Davis-Bacon
• HUD-funded housing construction 

projects consisting of properties 
with eight (8) or more residential 
units are subject to Davis-Bacon 
regulations and apply to contrac-
tors and subcontractors carrying 
out federally funded or assisted 
contracts in excess of $2,000 for 
corresponding work on similar 
projects in the area.

ACTION REQUESTED: On March 
25th, the Lee County Planning Agency 
(LPA) will be deciding to approve an 
amendment to the water and sewer 
service areas for another portion of 
the Alva Community. While water and 
sewer service is sometimes considered 
an upgrade to the community and to 
civilization in general, it is a canary in 
the coal mine for rural communities 
and overdevelopment. The approval of 
such an amendment will no doubt lead 
to increased density. As described in 
the public notice for the hearing, it will 
seek to change 93 acres from the Rural 
Land Use Category to the Sub-Outlying 
Suburban Future Land Use category, 
paving the way for increased density. 
If you wish to have a word on this 
decision, please attend the meeting 
on the 25th at Administration East 
Building (Room 118),   2201 Second 
St., at 9:00 am. This will be your op-
portunity to ask the planning panel 
to refrain from the amendment. 

History of the project: Way back in 
2008, the planned development of Ca-
loosa 80 had been approved for a de-
velopment that would include 400 RV 
lots that average 1 dwelling unit per 

acre, consistent with the Rural Land Use 
Category and Alva’s Community Plan. 
Now, they would like to add 30,000 sq ft 
of commercial space and increase the RV 
lots to 700, nearly doubling the already 
approved use of the property. Many peo-
ple in the area wonder why we cannot 
leave the existing entitlements in place 
and go forward with the original plan. 

Why should the community care 
about this? There are a host of reasons 
why people need to be aware of Calo-
osa 80 and its potential impact on the 
community. 

The property today is adjacent to 
Hickey Creek Mitigation Park. Hickey 
Creek Mitigation Park began in 1994 as 
a gopher tortoise mitigation park. De-
velopers from other areas in Lee County 
could relocate sensitive wildlife to the 
area (as an offsite alternative to rare 
species impacted by development). This 
created a habitat for rare wildlife, plants, 
and trees to be protected.  The park is 
home to threatened and endangered 
wildlife, including the Florida panther, 
wood storks, snail kite, and the Florida 
scrub jay.

With the current request and plan, 
the landowner seeks to clear-cut the 
property, eliminating the habitats of 
the animals that reside there, includ-
ing the species listed above. Less than 
30 feet separate the mitigation park 
from the proposed development, and 
on any day, you can see wood storks, 
kites, and scrub jays on the proposed 
development site. 

In addition to the environmental im-
pacts listed above, there are other con-
cerning features with developing this 
property.  The area directly adjacent to 
the property is part of the HickeyCreek 
Floodway (FEMA flood map). It is a sen-
sitive area that saw dramatic flooding 
with both Hurricane Irma and Hurricane 
Ian. The property today operates as a 
natural basin that blunts the impacts of 
heavy rain or flooding by first flooding 
the pastures and cypress swamps. The 
developer had indicated that they would 
dig a series of lakes on the property 
(presumably for the fill required to raise 
the property to a buildable level.) In ad-
dition, they described the construction 
of high berms along Bateman Rd as part 
of the stormwater retention plan for 
the property. The construction of these 

berms will change the current flow of 
water and could have a magnification 
impact, given the proximity to the Hick-
ey’s Creek Floodway. 

Included with the application is a 
request for 30,000 sq ft of commer-
cial space adjacent to Palm Beach Blvd 
(SR-80). In the previously approved 
plans, commercial space was allowed 
in the interior of the project to accom-
modate the needs of the residents and 
was intended solely for the use of the 
residents. Given the requirements of 
FDOT for SR-80, there would be a single 
entrance/exit for the park and to access 
the commercial space. The presence of 
the commercial space and the single 
entry to create access on a high-speed 
principal arterial will create additional 
traffic hazards. Congestion on the road-
way due to variance in speed increases 
accident rates and congestion.

Join the conversation in person and 
let your input on this transformation-
al project be heard on March 25th, 
Administration East Building (Room 
118),   2201 Second St., at 9:00 am. 

A Look At Lee County Housing Development
By Special to East Lee County News

Caloosa 80: The Responsible Decision Submitted By: ALVA INC. www.alvafl .org
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OFFICE: (239) 936-4222 • CELL: (239) 872-7653
www.LeeCountyLand.com • ReMaxRiverAndRanch@Gmail.com

20 ACRES RIVER RANCH WITH HOME
200+ ACRES RANCH LAND
12 ACRES RIVER RANCH OLDER HOME
70 ACRES SR 80 FRONTAGE
8 ACRES RIVERFRONT/DOCK
40 ACRES RANCH LAND
30 ACRES RANCH LAND
5 ACRES RIVERFRONT
4 ACRES RIVERFRONT
3.5 ACRES RIVERFRONT
2 ACRES RIVERFRONT/DOCK
1.5 ACRES RIVERFRONT/BOAT RAMP
3 ACRES CREEKFRONT RANCH LAND
1 ACRES RIVERFRONT/LARGE DOCK
3.5 ACRES FENCED & FILLED
1 ACRES RIVERFRONT LOT
4 ACRES AG RANCH LAND
10 ACRES AG - 2 NEAL RD

................$4,900,000
....................SOLD...$3,500,000

.............$2,600,000
...............................$2,200,000
..............................$1,590,000

......................................$1,400,000

......................................$1,200,000
..........................................$1,200,000
.............................................$990,000

..........................................$890,000
.................................$675,000

....................$665,000

......SOLD....$575,000
.....................$665,000

.................................$395,000
......................................$349,000
.....................................$259,000

......................................$179,000

RE/MAX HALL OF FAME SALES AWARD • PLATINUM SALES AWARD
RE/MAX LEADERS & LEGENDS PUBLICATION • CHAIRMAN SALES AWARD

WE SELL LAND!
CALL OR TEXT DIRECT: (239) 872-7653

The General Woman’s Club of Le-
high Acres will hold their largest fund 
raiser of the year, their fashion show, 
“FRIENDSHIP IS FASHIONABLE” on 
Saturday, March 9th, 2024 at the Peli-
can Preserve Country Club, Fort Myers. 
Doors open at 10:30 am. Tickets are 
$45 each and may be purchased by 
calling Betty Walsh at 315-863- 9300 

or you can reserve a table for 10, if 
you desire. 

This elegant event is always a fun day 
with our many basket drawings, door 
prizes, delicious luncheon, and our 
club members as models with fashions 
from Chico’s of Ft. Myers. Our models 
this year are Club members: Jeanne 

Swanson, Wanda Ferrer, Marilyn Wil-
son, Christine Stotz, Karen McKenzie, 
and Melverdine Davies. 

Our monthly meeting will be held 
on Friday, March 15th, 2024 at 1pm at 
the Rise Christian Church, 50 Bell Blvd, 
North, Lehigh Acres. The speaker will 
be Steve Thomas from Edward Jones, 

and he will speak on Senior Finances. 

As always, the club welcomes new 
members, and anyone desiring further 
information may contact Betty Smith 
@ 239-850-6617.

The General Woman’s Club: Friendship Is Fashionable 
Fashion Show And Monthly Meeting By Connie Puzevic

It’s an arduous 2,800 mile race across 
the vast Pacific Ocean that will force 
teams to battle the sea, elements and 
exhaustion. It’s called the World’s 
Toughest Row – Pacific and it will take 
teams more than a month to finish. The 
all-female crew called Full Foarce has 
banned together to inspire the next 
generation.

Cait Miller, Cassidy Hurd, Elaina Love-
less, and Laura Newton are the four 
brave women taking on this challenge, 
calling themselves Team Full Foarce.

This team began in the summer of 
2022, they have spent the last year and 
a half creating their campaign, finding 
sponsors, raising funds, choosing the 
charities they want to support, and 
preparing their minds and bodies to 
take on this endeavor.  They say the 
hardest part is getting to the start line, 
and this team has felt that!  

The 28-foot boat will be the team’s 
home for the duration of the race.  The 
women will be rowing in pairs of two 

for three shifts, 24/7 until they reach 
Hawaii.  When they are not rowing 
they will be eating, doing chores, boat 
maintenance, communicating with 
their land support, and trying to get 
some sleep in the tiny cabins at the 
bow and stern of the boat.  This row 
is totally unsupported, they have to 
bring everything they need with them 
to survive for 50+ days at sea.  They will 
be making their own water using the 
on-board desalinator, using a jet boil 
to ‘cook’ their freeze dried meals, and 
using a bucket for a bathroom!

Despite all the sacrifices they’ll be 
making, living on the water in close 
corridors with minimal creature com-
forts, they believe it will be worth it.  
These four women will be bonded by 
this experience for the rest of their 
lives.  They are all looking forward 
to pushing their limits physically and 
mentally.  They hope to inspire other 
ordinary people to do extraordinary 
things!  They want the next generation 
of young women to believe they can do 
anything they set their mind to, and 

chase their wild dreams!

The race is set to kick-off in Mon-
terey, CA on June 8, 2024. Team Full 
Foarce expects to finish in 34 to 50 
days.  The current women’s 4-person 
team world record is 34 days 14 hours 
and 20 minutes.

They are rowing to raise awareness 
for two non-profit organizations: Play 
Like a Girl and the Papahanaumokuakea 
Marine Debris Project

Mark Loveless, father of Elaina Love-
less and owner of Markin Products, 
proudly sponsors the team. He admires 
his daughter and the team for their 
courage in embarking on this remark-
able adventure to raise awareness for 
nonprofit organizations.

“Seeing Elaina and her team take on 
this incredible journey to support non-
profit organizations fills me with im-
mense pride. Their courage and deter-
mination inspire me every day.” – Mark 
Loveless, Owner of Markin Products

You can follow along with Team Full 
Foarce’s journey leading up to the race 
and during their ocean crossing on 
their website and social media pages: 
• Website: https://www.full-foarce.

com
• Linktree: https://linktr.ee/full-

foarce

THE TEAM IS STILL
LOOKING FOR SPONSORS!  

Email them at fullfoarce@gmail.com 
if you or your business is interested in 
partnering with Full Foarce.

They are also accepting donations 
via their GoFundMe page: gofundme.
com/fullfoarce

Sponsor a Stroke/Mile/Day:
https://rb.gy/4e8fhk

Full Foarce: World’s Toughest Row- Pacifi c
Submitted By The Full Foarce Team

Photo: Team Full Foarce - Cait Miller, Cassidy 
Hurd, Elaina Loveless, and Laura Newton.

Photo: Full Foarce Team picture with the 
World’s Toughest Row- Pacifi c Shirts On.

Photo: Team Full Foarce preparing for the 
World’s Toughest Row - Pacifi c

Photo: Team Full Foarce preparing for the 
World’s Toughest Row - Pacifi c during sunset.

www.mypetsvet.net

61 Bell Blvd N, Unit 2
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

In the Winn Dixie Plaza at the 
corner of Joel & Bell Blvd.

Se Haba Español

239.368.8387

Monday - Friday            8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday                       8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sunday                                               Closed

Dr. Rafael Cartelli

Find us on

FULL SERVICE ANIMAL HOSPITAL
• Examinations
• Vaccinations
• Surgery
• Comprehensive Dental Care
• Health Certificates

• In-House Laboratory
• Annual Wellness Packages
• Pharmacy
• Heartworm and Flea 
   Prevention Products

Call us to schedule an appointment today!
(239) 368-8387

Keep Your Pets Protected

We carry affordable options for 
HEARTWORM, FLEA AND TICK

prevention to keep your pets protected!

MY PET’S VET
of Lehigh Acres

Rabies/Lee County Licenses
NOW AVAILABLE

NOW OFFERING
NEW MEDICINE FOR OSTEOARTHRITIS

Dr. Rafael Cartelli

(For Dogs) (For Cats)
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Let Us Know You’re Coming  
(239) 674-6585

1230  Taylor Lane, Lehigh Acres FL    |    FountainCrestRet.com  | 239-674-6585 

ANNUAL HEALTH FAIR
THURSDAY, MARCH 7th | 10am-1pm

Attendees will receive a light lunch, door prizes and giveaways.
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF HEALTH CARE AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!

There will be multiple vendors and health screenings on-site!

Are you tired of sit-
ting in traffic jams?  
Tired of water quality 

issues?  Boil water notices? Tired of 
double-digit property tax and insur-
ance increases?  Tired of double-digit 
water rate increases? Are you con-
cerned about the loss of wildlife and 
green space?  Angry about living next 
to a landfill?  Worried about future tax 
and service price increases?  Lee Coun-
ty needs to embrace Smart Growth vs 
Growth. 

Smart Growth drives proactive 
planning and includes a financial as-
sessment of the options, like a family 
budget or a business investment.   Lee 
County is growing.  The numbers pro-
jected for the population are around 
1.2 million, up from the current pop-
ulation of ~ 800,000.  This isn’t new 
as this has been the projected growth 
since about 2005.  

So, what would embracing Smart 
Growth mean?  Smart Growth is an 
urban planning process that priori-
tizes the long-term vs the short-term.  
It assumes there will be growth, but 
must be managed intentionally, com-
prehensively, and with a structured 
fiscal plan.  The ten concepts behind 
Smart Growth1 are the following:

1. Mix land uses
2. Take advantage of compact 
design
3. Create a range of housing op-
portunities and choices
4. Create walkable neighbor-
hoods
5. Foster distinctive, attractive 
communities with a strong sense 
of place
6. Preserve open space, farmland, 
natural beauty, and critical envi-
ronmental areas
7. Direct development towards 
existing communities
8. Provide a variety of transpor-
tation choices
9. Make development decisions 
predictable, fair, and cost-effec-
tive
10. Encourage community and 
stakeholder collaboration in de-
velopment decisions

The last two concepts embrace fis-
cal planning (and transparency) as 
necessary for residents to weigh in…
because they ultimately pay for the 
services and taxes.   Below are a couple 
of examples. 

Currently, Lee Country residents 
(per TomTom, the GPS navigation 
and location data business) spend 
an average of six working days in 
traffic congestion per year.  That’s a 
significant loss of productivity for the 
workforce and a considerable cost 
burden for workers.  

Let’s take a specific example of 
Emma, who drives from Lehigh Acres 
to downtown Fort Myers for work, 
where she makes $22 an hour.  Her 
travel time is 45 minutes, sometimes 
an hour.  We’ll be optimistic and use 
45 minutes:

EMMA’S TRAVEL TIME/DAY 
= 1.5 hours
= 30 hours of travel per month
x $22 earnings per hour
= $660 salary per month
x 12 months
= $7,920 year in lost earnings due 
to travel

Add to that the costs of fuel, main-
tenance and car insurance (where 
Lee County has some of the most ex-
pensive auto insurance rates in the 
state, Florida ranks consistently as 
3rd highest in the nation).   There is 
a real problem for Emma and many 
others to be able to afford a car.   While 
there is a lot of talk about Workforce 
Housing, what about Workforce Trans-
portation?  

Captains for Clean Water and the 
Sanibel Conservation Foundation and 
Conservancy of Southwest Florida 
released the impact of poor water 
quality on the economy.  For Lee, Char-
lotte and Collier counties, another 
harmful event of algae blooms or red 
tide would have a negative impact on 
43,000 jobs, $17.8 Billion in decrease 
in property values and a loss of $60M 
in property tax revenue.  

In Lee County we have urban sprawl, 
which is unrestricted growth.  Pun-
dits will say, “people are wanting to 
move here and they have the right to 
a single-family home”.  That is true, 

but land use decisions can provide 
housing options without the negatives 
of sprawl.  

What exists in Lee County is new 
residential land use, further and fur-
ther from work, schools, and services, 
subsequently residents need to drive 
further because there are no other 
transportation options.    Roads are 
widened and water infrastructure is 
put in place.  This is sprawl, and it is 
expensive.  

A study done by Sustainable Prop-
erty in 2015 puts the tax and service 
cost comparisons, per household, of 
the following services for Urban vs 
Suburban2.  

In recent news, there are concerns 
resonating from citizens all across 
Lee County about the downsides of 
urban sprawl; loss of wildlife and 
green space, noise, air pollution, boil 
water notices, congestion, red tide, etc.  
These issues are leading indicators to 
the costs that will ultimately need to 
be paid for by residents; either in in-
creased taxes, loss of property values, 
price increases for services, loss of 
time, or health issues. While we may 
not have experienced the full financial 
impact now, it will be a risk for further 
generations.  Most roads need to be 
replaced in 30 years.  How will that 
be paid for?  

Smart Growth America is the 
thought leader organization in the 
United States, summarizing Smart 
Growth as: “We envision a country 
where no matter where you live, or 
who you are, you can enjoy living in a 
place that is healthy, prosperous, and 

resilient.”     

Urban33 is an organization that 
helps communities model their ex-
penses and revenues, asking if land 
use, fee structures and tax policies are 
poking holes in your budget bucket. 
They “help your community see the 
economic impact of varying types of 
development within the same market, 
allowing you to understand and choose 
your best future.”  There is a growing 
group of businesses and residents who 
want this level of fiscal clarity to be 
able to engage in prioritizing capital 
improvements and make informed 
community design decisions.   Ev-
eryone in Lee County has a say.  Make 
your voice heard.  

Lee County needs Smart Growth.

REFERENCE

1 Smart Growth America, “What is Smart 
Growth?”, https://smartgrowthamerica.
org/what-is-smart-growth/

2 https://archinect.com/news/arti-
cle/122203711/the-true-costs-of-sprawl

3 Urban3, “Urban3 Brings Financial Intel-
ligence to Your Community”, https://www.
urbanthree.com/about/

ABOUT TERRI LEWIS

Terri Lewis , BSEE, MBA, is Direc-
tor of Planet Connected, an Industrial 
Technology Consulting organization 
based in Fort Myers. She is currently 
pursuing a Masters of Science in Civil 
Engineering - Smart Cities from the 
University of Central Florida.   Email 
Terri at press@eastleenews.com 

Smart Growth or Growth By Terri Lewis

Photo: Terri Lewis , BSEE, 
MBA, Director of Planet 
Connected

Photo: Figure 1:  The Costs of Services per Household

WE WORK WELL UNDER PRESSURE!

239-980-6889 • PressureWashingOfFlorida.com
pressurewashingofflorida@gmail.com

OUR SERVICES
Exterior Cleaning

(Houses, Garages, Barns, Pool Cages, Commerical Buildings, & More!)
Roof Wash • Driveways • Docks • Sidewalks

(951) 517-7525

VETERAN OWNED & OPERATEDVETERAN OWNED & OPERATED

WE WANT TO PLACE OUR

VENDINGVENDING
MACHINEMACHINEin your business

CASH & CASHLESS PAYMENT OPTIONS
ACCESS TO QUICK MEALS & SNACKS ON-SITE
WE SHIP, INSTALL, AND MAINTAIN THE MACHINE
LARGE VARIETY OF CUSTOMIZABLE OPTIONS TO MEET YOUR NEEDS
LARGE VARIETY OF BEVERAGE SELECTIONS



Photo: Mike Welch
Let Us Hear From You!
Contact Us At:
voicesofl ehigh@gmail.com
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 Painting with Unparalleled Quality,
Value and Customer Service

2niceguys.net  |  (239) 690-1479
Licensed & Insured #CGC1526754

Call Today For A Free Consultation
For Your Home Or Business.

A Family Owned And Operated Business
Committed To Excellence In Craftsmanship
Mention Seeing Our Ad In The East Lee County News!

A DIVISION OF

I n t e r i o r  a n d  E x t e r i o r  P a i n t i n g

2 Nice Guys, Inc.

Beautifying Southwest Florida Since 2003.

Give your home a finished look. 
A little paint equals big impact!

Photo: Sheriff Carmine 
Marceno, Lee County Sheriff

Find out more about us at
LIFESTYLESHEALTHCAREGROUP.COM

NEED PAIN
RELIEF?

LOOKING FOR A NEW HOME FOR YOUR 
PAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM?

11300 LINDBERGH BLVD # 110 | FORT MYERS, FL 33913

LIFESTYLESHEALTHCAREGROUP.COM • 239.334.9355

REGENERATIVE MEDICINE   |   CHIROPRACTIC   |   X-RAY
PHYSICAL MEDICINE   |   REHABILITATION   |   ON-SITE DIGITAL 
ON-SITE DIAGNOSTIC ULTRASOUND   |   INFUSION THERAPY

*The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to pay, cancel the payment or 
be reimbursed for payment for any other services, examination or treatment which performed as a 
result of and within seventy-two hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted 

or reduced service, examination or treatment. Limited time. We accept most insurance plans.

239-356-STAY (7829) 
LIGHTHOUSEISLANDRESORT.COM

SERVING UP FUN & FESTIVITIES
Food & Entertainment Daily the Heart of Fort Myers BeachFood & Entertainment Daily the Heart of Fort Myers Beach

info@lighthouseislandresort.com • 1051 Fifth Ave, Fort Myers Beach, FL

SSTTAAYY && PPLLAAYY!!STAY & PLAY!

As we move into the 
height of the season the 
East Lee County Cham-

ber of Commerce moves forward with 
membership that includes Lehigh 
Acres, Gateway, SR80 and up to the 
Babcock Ranch.  Our Gala on March 
9th at the Plantation Golf & Country 
Club will highlight the contributions 
of our teachers, law enforcement, and 
those in public and healthcare service.

A recent Chamber tradition is our 
Students Take Tallahassee program as 
Senate President Kathleen Passidomo 
and Senate President-Designate Ben 
Albritton – both representing Lehigh 
and East Lee County host our Chamber 
Middle School Students at the Capi-
tol during the Annual Session of the 
Florida Legislature.  Some 30 students 
were chosen to attend.  They were in-
troduced on the floor of the Senate by 
Senator Albritton to the other senators.  
Additionally various people and staff 
welcomed our group with talks and 
information on how our Legislature 
works.  Lee County State Representa-

tive Jenna Persons-Mulicka visited the 
students along with School Board Mem-
ber Armor Persons as they explained 
current legislation and how ideas and 
concerns can become laws.  Lee County 
Representative Tiffany Esposito met 
with our students.  As an added feature 
President Passidomo arranged for the 
group to tour Florida State University.  
This program is underwritten by the 
Chamber Board.

 Major Brenda Lane provides us with 
an article on the current work the Sal-
vation Army in Lehigh/East Lee Coun-
ty.  As many of us know Florida and 

in our region the property insurance 
market is critically stressed.  As such 
combined with the strained housing 
market more people are losing their 
homes to the point of being out on the 
streets.  Contact the Salvation Army at 
239-491-6071

Sheriff Marceno addresses a frequent 
topic we see on Facebook Community 
Board sites regarding fraud and sadly 
Florida is a hotbed for victimization.  

Wishing you the best for a Blessed 
Passover and a Blessed Easter!

East Lee County Chamber Of Commerce Gala March 9th 
– East Lee Middle School Student Take Tallahasse On 
Chamber Capitol Trip By Mike Welch

The Federal Trade 
Commission works dil-
igently, throughout the 
year, to both document 

consumer fraud incidents, as well as 
to notify law enforcement of current 
trends and activities.

The information is stored in a secure 
database called the “Consumer Sentinel 
Network” and available to law enforce-
ment agencies only. This information 
is extremely valuable and we pass on 
much of what we learn regarding trend-
ing practices to our residents.

The 2023 numbers are in and while 
there has been a decrease in reported 
incidents from 2022 to 2023 (6.12 mil-
lion reports in 2022 reduced to 5.39 
million reports in 2023), the volume of 
fraudulent activity remains disturbing.

With the advent of the internet and 
social media, the numbers have bal-
looned. For this reason, I constantly 

remind our residents and guests, here 
in Lee County, to exercise extreme cau-
tion when utilizing the internet, email, 
cellular text and social media.

Below, please find a list of the most 
commonly reported fraud categories 
across the United States and, when 
encountering these subjects/topics 
online, please exercise discretion and 
approach them with skepticism and 
caution:

  
1. Identity Theft-1,036,903 reports
2. Imposter Scams   853,935 reports
3. Credit Bureaus, Information Fur-
nishers and Report Users   711,802 
reports
4. Online Shopping and Negative 
Reviews   369,469 reports
5. Banks and Lenders   230,224 re-
ports
6. Auto Related   178,100 reports
7. Prizes, Sweepstakes and Lotteries   
157,520 reports

8. Internet Services   125,118 re-
ports
9. Debt Collection   124,450 reports
10. Business and Job Opportunities   
110,364 reports

The financial losses that were the 
result of the reported frauds and scams 
reached $10,021,305,005…well over 
ten billion dollars!

While many assume that seniors are 
the most frequently-targeted individu-
als, 44% of victims were between the 
ages of 20 and 29 years of age…seniors 
ages 70 to 79 represented only 25% of 
the reports.

While this may partially be true as 
many seniors fail to report their vic-
timization, I share this to remind our 
residents that anyone can be victimized 
if not careful…even “tech-savvy” adults.

Regrettably, one of the most victim-
ized states is Florida.

The week of March 3rd to March 
9th is “National Consumer Protection 
Week.” It is an excellent opportunity 
for me to share reminders, such as this 
one, with our community.

There are no easy solutions or fool-
proof tips to protect you from these 
criminal activities. Certainly, basic mea-
sures such as using strong passwords, 
keeping devices up to date with the 
most current updates and guarding 
your personal information will prove to 
be helpful, however, intense scrutiny of 
any and all online opportunities should 
be performed and, whenever uncertain, 
reach out for assistance prior to making 
hasty decisions online.

All fraudulent activity needs to be 
reported. These incidents should be 
reported to local law enforcement as 
well as to the Federal Trade Commis-
sion at https://reportfraud.ftc.gov/#/.

Stay alert. Be cautious. Ask for assis-
tance when uncertain.

2023 Fraud Numbers Are In By Sheriff Carmine Marceno
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hair | nails | waxing | packages | gift certificates
Amy | Debbie | Brandy | Brittany | Kelly | Lori

11300 Lindbergh Blvd, #108 (Next to Norman Love)

www.trendsettersfl.com 239.768.6861

St. Patrick’s

A good client is like a

Hard to Find &
Lucky to Have

Happy

Day

Four-Leaf Clover

Hours of Operation
Mon | Tues | Thurs : 8 AM to 6 PM 

Fri: 8AM to 5 PM • Wed : By Appointment Only
Open First Saturdays Of Every Month, 8am To 12pm

239-270-5721
www.Just4PetsFL.vet

8911 Daniels Parkway, Suite 7 | Fort Myers, FL 33912

Promoting WellnessPromoting Wellness
 WELLNESS AND SICK PET EXAMS

DENTAL CLEANING AND SURGERY

FULL IN-HOUSE DIAGNOSTICS

CAR SIDE OR IN CLINIC VISITS

FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL

EXAM ROOMS SANITIZED BETWEEN
APPOINTMENTS

Hours of Operation
Mon | Tues | Thurs : 8 AM to 6 PM 

$50 Off Dental Cleaning
Office visit required. Instant discount upon service.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

 As loving pet owners, we want to keep 
our pets safe and healthy. But with so many 
different types of toxins (poisons) and each 
producing vastly different symptoms in 
our pets, it is hard to know what is or is 
not safe. Being informed of common toxins 
and other hazards that can harm our pets 
is a great start. Here are 10 common pet 
toxins that can affect your pet. 

1. Over the counter (OTC) medica-
tions are the most common group of 
toxicants pets ingest. Most often these 
ingestions are not accidental. They are 
exposures from good-intentioned pet 
owners. Ibuprofen, acetaminophen, 
joint rubs, and herbal supplements all 
fall within this category. These items 
are commonly found in homes and are 
often stored in purses and backpacks. 
Make sure to keep these items far from 
the reach of your pets and contact your 
veterinary health professional before 
administering any over the counter 
products to your pets. 
2. Human prescription medications 
and Lifestyle supplements and treat-
ments. Heart medications, ADHD, 
thyroid, and antidepressant medica-
tions make up a significant amount of 
these cases. In recent years, marijuana 
(Hemp/ THC, in various forms) toxicity 
has increased in pets causing mild to 
very severe reactions. Always make 
sure your prescription medications 
and recreational supplements are safe-
ly locked away and out of paws’ reach. 

Even small amounts of some of these 
products can cause severe concerns 
in pets. 
3. Food. Grapes, raisins, macadamia 
nuts, onions, garlic and protein bars 
make up most of the exposures in this 
list. However, in recent years many sug-
ar free food products containing Xylitol 
have caused a majority of toxicities in 
this category. Keep these foods away 
from your pets as even small amounts 
may cause signs of toxicity: vomiting, 
diarrhea, tremors or signs of kidney 
or liver failure. 
4. Chocolate remains one of the most 
common exposures for dogs. Dogs can 
eat enough to get themselves into se-
vere trouble. Relentless vomiting and 
diarrhea, weakness and sometimes 
seizures and heart failure can be seen. 
5. Veterinary products and pet med-
ications. Chewable medications are 
yummy. Dogs and cats will eat the en-
tire container. Make sure to treat these 
products like prescription medications 
and keep them away from your pets. 
6. Household items: Home improve-
ment projects can expose pets to many 
potential toxins such as paint, adhe-
sives (Gorilla Glue) or spackle and 
other building materials. Most of these 
materials will cause intestinal obstruc-
tions which require costly surgery to 
remove.
7. Rodenticide (rat poison) exposure 
is dependent on the type of active in-

gredient present in the product. Mouse 
and rat baits can cause bleeding, kid-
ney failure, seizures or even death. 
8. Plants. As beautiful and ornate as 
they may be, can cause a range of clin-
ical signs such as vomiting, diarrhea, 
difficulty urinating, heart anomalies 
and difficulty, as well as liver or kidney 
failure. Some of these exposures can be 
fatal. Other plants include Dieffenba-
chia, Oleander, Foxglove, Sago palm and 
Bird of Paradise flower to name a few. 
9. Insecticide exposure. Eye irritation, 
sneezing, vomiting, diarrhea, tremors 
to seizures may be seen with these 
products. Safer product alternatives 
and better handling of these types of 
products will help keep pets safe. 
10. Garden products. Many pets find 
fertilizers (especially organic products) 
irresistible. Upset stomach, lethargy, 
weakness, tremors, seizures may be 
caused by these products.

Tips to help keep pets safe: 

• Pay close attention if your pets show 
any of the signs mentioned. If these signs 
increase or do not resolve, take your pet 
to see your veterinarian or the local emer-
gency hospital. 

• Keep toxic pants, chemicals, and medi-
cations out of reach of your pets to prevent 
accidental ingestions and exposures. 

• When using any type of yard treat-
ment, protect your pet from exposure by 
not allowing them to “help” with the yard 

activities. Consider placing them in a sep-
arate area or dropping them off at daycare 
until the treatment has dried or dissolved 
completely. 

• With any potential dangers and toxins, 
it is important to keep these things out of 
your pets’ reach. 

• Contact your veterinarian or any of 
the pet poison hotlines immediately if 
you know that or suspect your pet has 
been exposed to any toxin. Immediate 
action reduces the potential risks to your 
pet’s health. 

We’re here to help. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns about what your pet 
should eat or what’s safe to have in your 
home, please reach out to your veterinary 
team. You may also contact one of the 
following pet poison help centers: ASPCA 
24/7 Poison Control Hotline at (888) 426-
4435 or the Pet Poison Helpline at (855) 
764-7661. There are fees for the services, 
but it’s well worth it. 

March is Pet Poison Awareness Month. 
Let’s be extra careful and keep our pets 
safe from exposure to toxins and chemicals.

ABOUT DR. TILLMAN

Dr. Tillman is a 2002 graduate of Tuske-
gee University School of Veterinary Med-
icine. Her veterinary practice and work 
experience focuses on health and wellness 
of pets. She is the owner of Just 4 Pets 
Wellness Center and can be reached at 
239-270-5721.

Toxic Talk : Pets and Poison Do Not Mix By Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM

I hope this finds each of you well and 
enjoying the beautiful weather we are 
having, and can you believe we already 
in March!! Before you know it, summer 
will be here!!

I don’t need to remind you that we are 
all facing some pretty rough times as it 
relates to everyday living and the daily 
increase in the cost of food, gas, rent and so 
much more. We are seeing so many more 
families in our office who are facing loss 
of jobs because they can’t afford the cost 
of gas to get back and forth. We are seeing 
Families who are facing eviction due to the 
extreme rise in rent and mortage. I fear 
it is only going to continue to get worse.

We are assisting more families then usual 
with Emergency Food. Again, this is due to 
loss of jobs and the rise in rents and over 
all cost of living.

We here at The Salvation Army stand 
ready to assist in any way we can. However, 
we can’t do it alone, it takes a village!! We 
need your help. There are so many ways in 
which you can help us help those coming 
to us for assistance every day. We need 
canned goods and non parishable food 
items to replemish our Emergency Food. 
Canned meats are a great need. We are 
getting requests for tarps, ponchos, help 
paying for Medication, help with gas and 
so many other necessities. We have some 

wonderful people in our Community of 
Lehigh Acres, who support us, and make it 
possible to continue to have the resources 
to serve those who come to us with various 
needs. Our resources are running low and 
we don’t want to turn anyone away if they 
have a legitament need. We need your help. 

If you are in a position to help with any 
of the things I have mentioned, or perhaps, 
you are able to make a monetary donation 
(tax deductable), be assured your support 
will go a long way in allowing us to fill the 
needs and requests of those who are not 
able to provide for their families at this 
time. If you would like more information 
on ways to help us continue serving and 

providing for the needs of those who are 
struggling to make it day to day, please feel 
free to give us a call or stop by our office 
Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 
(closed 12:00 to 1:00) 

We are located at 25 Homestead Rd. 
N #42 (33936) –( facing Alabama Rd) in 
(behind Joe’s Café)

In  the Lehigh Town Center Mall. Our 
phone number is 239-491-6071

We look forward to meeting you and 
sharing with you the services offered 
through our office.

The Salvation Army Need Your Help! By Major Brenda Lane
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More To Celebrate!More To Celebrate!
Dates & descriptions provided by www.holidayinsights.com

START

FINISH

March 7    “Carmen” Gulfshore Ballet and Opera Naples 
Come see Jimmy Gamonet’s Carmen,  a collaboration between Gulfshore 
Ballet and Opera Naples, Thursday,  March 7th at the Cambier Park in 
Naples 7-8 pm. Featuring the talented cast from Sanctuary of the Arts 
and Gulfshore Ballet’s pre-professional students. Costumes are courtesy 
of the Miami City Ballet. Operanaples.org

March 7    Alliance of the Arts Exhibition
38th Annual All Florida Exhibition March 1st through March 30th. This 
is a juried exhibition and the Alliance for the ARTS longest running 
gallery show. This year’s competition brought in 691 entries from 
across the state. Cash and prizes were awarded, and 56 pieces will be on 
display. Artinlee.org

March 9    Plant and Strawberry Shortcake Festival
The Alva Garden Club announces its long running Plant Sale and 
Strawberry Shortcake Festival, a local tradition for area gardeners 
and those craving an old-fashioned sweet strawberry shortcake treat. 
Saturday, March 9, 2024 from 9:00am to 1:00pm at the Alva Methodist 
Church, 21440 Pearl St., Alva, FL 33920.

March 19    Kyiv Virtuosi Symphony Orchestra
Years of friendship and collaboration between a group of talented 
Ukrainian laureates and world famous conductor and cellist Dmitry 
Yablonsky led to the creation of the Kyiv Virtuosi Symphony Orchestra. 
During this year’s “Tour of Freedom,” the orchestra will be joined by 
MultiPiano, a unique piano ensemble ranging from one piano with four 
hands to several pianos in a variety of multi-hand combinations.
www.stnj.org/events/detail/kyiv-virtousi-symphony-orchestra
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(239) 561-1150 www.gatewayminispa.comwww.gatewayminispa.com
13120 West Links Terrace #9 | Fort Myers, FL 33913

Hair • Massage • Facial
Nails • Waxing • And More 

FALL IN LOVE WITH THE

ART OF NAILS

 cULTURAL ARTS

March 7    National Cereal Day  
Did you have your bowl of Wheaties today? Perhaps it was Cheerios, 
Captain Crunch, Alphabets, or and one of dozens of different varieties 
to choose from. Maybe you had a bowl of bran cereal, to really get you 
going. Whatever cereal you chose, you are in good company. About one 
half of Americans enjoy a healthy start to the day, with a bowl of their 
favorite breakfast cereal. 

March 11    Johnny Appleseed Day
Johnny Appleseed Day honors one of America’s great legends. Johnny 
Appleseed was a real person. Born John Chapman, he was among the 
American settlers who were captivated by the movement west across the 
continent. As Johnny Appleseed travelled west, he sold apple trees and 
seeds to settlers, and planted many apple trees himself along the way. 
Johnny Appleseed continued planting and selling apple trees for over 
forty years. With every apple tree that was planted, the legend grew. 

March 14     National Potato Chip Day
National Potato Chip Day celebrates the ever popular potato chip. Potato 
Chips are America’s #1 snack food. But, its not just a snack food. Its 
the potato of choice for many lunchtime and dinner meals. Regular (or 
plain) potato chips are by far the most popular. Other popular flavors are 
barbecue, sour cream & onion, oil & vinegar, and ranch. 

March 19     Let’s Laugh Day 
Today is definitely not a day for “Debbie Downers”. Rather, today is a real 
laugher. Honest to goodness it’s Let’s Laugh Day and that’s funny. It’s 
perfectly okay to laugh while no one is around. There’s nothing wrong 
with that. However, laughter is best enjoyed with others. We suggest you 
collect an assortment of humorous jokes and share them with everyone 
you meet. It’s a great way to brighten your day and that those you come 
in contact with. If you’re not out and about today, make a few phone calls 
or texts to spread the laughter. Join us today in a deep belly laugh that 
reaches all the way down to your toes!    

March 25     International Waffl  e Day 
Celebrates the patenting of the waffle iron by Cornelius Swarthout of 
Troy, New York on August 24, 1869. The origin of the waffle:  The waffle 
dates back to the 1300s in Greece. Greeks cooked flat cakes between two 
metal pans. At the time, they topped it with cheeses and herbs. Pancake 
syrup wasn’t around back then. Waffles are commonly eaten as breakfast 
or a snack. They are also an occasional dinner meal for some people. 
Celebrate by having your favorite waffle today!

March 31     National Crayon Day 
Today is a colorful day, one truly worth celebrating. Today is National 
Crayon Day. It is a day to celebrate the creation of crayons and the joy of 
coloring. Do you know what to do to celebrate National Crayon Day? Get 
out the coloring book and crayons, and show off your artistic skills.



All Real Estate. Any Location. Any Condition.

239-295-3820
kenjeff01@gmail.com

www.KenBuysEverything.com

Ken Jefferson
Liscensed Florida Realtor & Mortgage Originator

I Buy Houses & Real Estate
Any condition • Probate • Foreclosure • Vacant • As Is

CASH PAID!

I Also Buy:
Notes • Mortgages • Settlements • Annunities

CALL KEN TODAY!
239-295-3820

SCREEN MACHINE
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED!

(239)898-3528

FREE
ESTIMATE!

CALL FOR YOUR

Bringing You 20 Years of Experience!

SCREEN REPAIR SPECIAL

8

Licensed & Insured

5 6

(239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com

Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The
Forum, Buckingham And Most Of Lehigh

4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

DELIVERY
PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT

11:00am-10:00pm
(239) 491-2203

Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

239.223.4030
CMG-ROOFING.COM

SHINGLE ROOFS • TILE ROOFS • GUTTERS

Book a FREE Consultation Now!
Stop the problem with you roof at the root

and protect your home today!

FENCE 1 CORP.FENCE 1 CORP.FENCE 1 CORP.

Pedro Fuentes
Owner

Se Habla Español

Chain Link
Wood
Metal/Privacy
Ornamental
Vinyl

•
•
•
•
•

Licensed & Insured

239-303-2624
fence_1@aol.com

Wealth | Investments | Freedom

YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS.
Acquire Or Build Your Own Franchise To Gain Unlimited Earning Potential.

(239) 470-5611   |   FRANCHISEINFLORIDA.COM
INFO@FRANCHISEOPPORTUNITIESFL.COM

Personalized service
Long term support
EXPERT MARKETING SERVICES

BUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCEBUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCE
EXCLUSIVE franchisor toolsEXCLUSIVE franchisor tools
ACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATAACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATA

“We will match you with a franchise that works for you and guide
you through the steps to achieve your goals, from the

purchasing phase to marketing.”
-Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant

how we can help YOU:how we can help YOU:

call for a free consultation!

TO SAVE.
TO SERVE.
TO SEND.

1201 TAYLOR LANE, LEHIGH ACRES, FL 33936

SUNDAY | 9 AM | ONLINE & IN PERSON
SUNDAY | 11 AM | ONLINE & IN PERSON

WWW.VICTORYOFLEHIGH.COM

JOIN US: SERVICE TIMES



WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!

LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

239-369-5892

C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Telephone 239-369-5892
RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com 

• SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY

• A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT 
WORKS FOR YOU

• LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT 
REASONABLE RATES — NO SURCHARGE

• A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH 
MONTHLY STATEMENTS & CHECKS

• END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU

Shellie Vahue
Property Manager

Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate 
Community Since 1979Community Since 1979

Se Habla EspañolSe Habla Español

Realty World C. Bagans FirstRealty World C. Bagans First
Realty World InternationalRealty World International
#1 OFFICE#1 OFFICE

BUYERS BEWARE:
Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when you purchase your 

home. Realty World does not charge transaction fees. Please call Realty World and 
save some money at closing.

NICK BONACOLTA
239-887-0468 • nbonacolta@gmail.com

CHARLIE BONACOLTA
239-994-1062 • charlisold@gmail.com

GROUND FLOOR 3 bedroom 2 bath with a 2 car garage, NO AGE RESTRICTIONS 
HERE, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2015, NEW WATER HEATER IN 2018, 
being sold COMPLETELY FURNISHED including pots, pans linens, TV etc, just 
bring your suitcase, ceramic tile floors, covered porch at entryway plus a 
screened lanai in the rear overlooking the landscaped courtyard, pay as you 
play public golf course, common pool and clubhouse with restaurant and bar, 
exercise room and driving range, breakfast bar and pantry in kitchen with all 
appliances and nook area, decorative plant shelves, full size washer and dryer 
with laundry tub, master bedroom with large walk in closet and private bath 
with shower, new commodes in both bathrooms, sliding doors from the master 
bedroom to the screened lanai, seal coated garage floor with plenty of storage, 
No flood insurance required. Highest elevation in Lee County. Garage door #4 
and front door #4.

GROUND FLOOR 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH 
HOME - NO AGE RESTRICTIONS

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$240,000

Brand new construction C.O. HAS BEEN ISSUED AND THE HOME IS READY 
FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY, 3 bedroom 2 bath plus den that may be used as 
an office or 4th bedroom, ceramic tile floors throughout, 5 inch baseboards, 
IMPACT RESISTANT WINDOWS, nicely landscaped corner lot with irrigation 
system, 20 X 12 covered lanai in the rear of the home, GRANITE COUNTERTOPS, 
REAL WOOD CABINETS WITH SOFT CLOSE DOORS AND DRAWERS, breakfast 
bar and walk in pantry in kitchen with pendant lighting, stainless steel kitchen 
appliance package is included in sale, master bedroom with tray ceiling, dual 
walk in closets, large master bath with dual sinks and vanities, spacious walk in 
wrap around shower with dual heads, glass tile accents, large closets in guest 
bedrooms, indoor laundry room with laundry tub and washer and dryer, double 
garage with opener, LED lighting throughout, extra long driveway with plenty of 
parking, excellent location on a quiet low traffic street yet just minutes to 10th St 
West for easy access to Ft Myers and I-75.

One of a kind POOL HOME in Amberwood Estates, CENTRAL WATER 
AND SEWER, NO HOA FEES HERE, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF 
IN 2015, NEW WATER HEATER IN 2023, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 
2022, newly remodeled kitchen with granite tops, soft close doors and 
drawers, lazy susan, tile backsplash, Samsung stainless steel appliance 
package with French door refrigerator, breakfast bar and pantry, IMPACT 
RESISTANT WINDOWS, newly remodeled guest bath with new vanity, sink 
and fixtures, bidet, ceramic tile floors throughout the entire home, master 
bedroom with large walk in closet and private bath with pool bath access, 
security cameras and monitor will convey, PRIVACY FENCING SURROUNDS 
THE YARD AND POOL AREA, double gate in rear to access the yard from 
the canal easement, large storage shed plus a CABANA GUEST SUITE 
with efficiency, small bath with shower, loft bedrooms and living space 
on the bottom, front porch overlooks the beautifully landscaped resort 
style pool area with Coco palms, Guava and Mango trees, pavers on the 
pool deck with plenty of privacy, in ground resort style pool with salt 
system,relax and enjoy the pool and provide a private place to stay for 
your guest or adult children.

Popular Fairways 2 condominium, TWO BEDROOM TWO BATH, GROUND 
FLOOR UNIT WITH YOUR ASSIGNED PARKING SPACE RIGHT IN FRONT OF 
YOUR DOOR, being sold furnished, the sellers will just be removing their 
personal items prior to closing, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2021, 
spacious eat in kitchen, enclosed glass porch/lanai adds additional living 
space, both bathrooms have been updated with new vanities, sinks, 
faucets, mirrors and lighting, master bedroom with private bathroom 
and walk in shower, common laundry room for each building located just 
steps away towards the front of the building, common heated pool with 
plenty of deck space and covered areas for social events, great views of 
the public pay as you play golf course nearby, low monthly maintenance 
fees covers all of the exterior including the roof keeping your personal 
insurance costs low, NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED HERE. Highest 
elevation in Lee County. 55+ community. No pets allowed.

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH + DEN
NEW CONSTRUCTION

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH POOL HOME IN AMBERWOOD ESTATES POPULAR FAIRWAYS 2 CONDO - 2 BEDROOM 2 BATH GROUND FLOOR 

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Charlie Bonacolta                           239-994-1062                           charlisold@gmail.com Charlie Bonacolta                           239-994-1062                           charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$355,000

Offered At ......$439,900 Offered At ......$135,000

Affordable POOL HOME overlooking the GOLF COURSE. Pay as you play. NO HOA 
FEES OR MEMBERSHIPS HERE. NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2015, 
NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2023, NEW POOL PUMP AND EQUIPMENT IN 
2023, NEW WATER HEATER IN 2023, NEW STAINLESS STEEL APPLIANCES IN 
2023, freshly painted interior, ceramic tile floors throughout, skylights in the 
formal dining area with mirrored wall, eat in kitchen with nook area and pantry, 
PRIVATE IN GROUND POOL WITH GREAT VIEWS OF THE GOLF COURSE, roll down 
storm shutters, NEW SCREENS ON POOL CAGE, master bedroom with access to 
the pool area, private bath with dual sinks, shower and walk in closet, enclosed 
porch with tile floors may be used for a den or office, vaulted ceilings in the living 
room, quiet low traffic street with CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER. The adjoining 
villa at 1927 Golfside Village Dr is also available for sale with it’s own private pool.

AFFORDABLE POOL HOME 
OVERLOOKING THE GOLF COURSE 

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$289,900

Popular Varsity Lakes Community, gated entrance, CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER 
and sidewalks, corner lot, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2018, new 
central heat and air condensing unit in 2016 with upgraded ductwork,WATER 
HEATER 2020,screen enclosed IN GROUND POOL with solar and electric heat 
pump, beautifully landscaped for privacy, excellent sunset views as well as 
views of the lake and birds etc from the lanai, banana trees & pineapple plants, 
screened front entryway, high ceilings throughout, plant shelves, wood plank 
porcelain tile floors, living room and dining room plus large eat in kitchen with 
nook area, GRANITE TOPS, breakfast bar and pantry, all appliances, newer 
faucet, indoor laundry room with additional cabinets and storage, ACCORDION 
STORM SHUTTERS, spacious master bedroom with private master bath, newer 
dual vanities, mirrors and faucets, separate garden tub and walk in shower, walk 
in closets in every bedroom, guest bathroom has newer vanity, sink, commode, 
mirror and fixtures, auto irrigation system on a well, common playground area, 
excellent location just minutes to I-75 and Ft Myers as well as schools within 
walking distance. A definite must see in a great community.

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH POOL HOME
IN VARSITY LAKES

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$379,900

Newly refurbished POOL HOME just feet from the CALOOSAHATCHEE RIVER, quiet 
low traffic street, 3 bedroom 2 bath on an oversized lot, FENCED YARD, SCREEN 
ENCLOSED INGROUND POOL with new diamond brite finish, 22 X 12 covered 
screened lanai plus plenty of open deck space around the 35 X 41 pool area, 
oversized driveway for plenty of cars, boat or RV, covered carport plus 20 X 17 
storage/utility room, freshly painted interior, new luxury vinyl floors throughout 
the entire home, newly remodeled kitchen with QUARTZ countertops, new lower 
cabinets with soft close doors and drawers, newly remodeled bathrooms with 
new vanities, fixtures, commodes, soft close doors and drawers on the bathroom 
cabinets, master bedroom with large walk in closet, private bath with newly tiled 
shower, glass tile accents, QUARTZ tops in the bathrooms as well, new ceiling 
fans in the interior with new LED lighting, TRANE CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR NEW IN 
2020, NEW METAL ROOF IN 2016.

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH POOL HOME STEPS 
AWAY FROM CALOOSAHATCHEE RIVER

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$325,000

Well maintained 3 bedroom 2 bath villa with a 2 car garage in the popular 
Vistanna Villas gated community, NO AGE RESTRICTIONS HERE, Secure gated 
entry with common pool and playground area, central water and sewer, low 
quarterly maintenance fees, large screened lanai with pull down sun shades 
in the backyard, One of the largest lanai’s in the entire community, screened 
front porch, tile throughout the home with wood laminate in the bedrooms, 
indoor laundry room, pantry in the kitchen, breakfast bar, newer stainless steel 
appliances, master bedroom with private bathroom with walk in shower and dual 
sinks, Large walk in closet in master bedroom, accordion hurricane shutters on 
all windows and openings, home is conveniently located directly across from the 
community pool and playground, perfect centralized location, close to stores 
and easy access to Ft. Myers and I-75.

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH VILLA IN  VISTANNA 
VILLAS - NO AGE RESTRICTIONS

Nick Bonacolta    239-887-0468    nbonacolta@gmail.com

Offered At ..................$257,900

Charlie
Bonacolta

Broker/Salesman

“A House Sold Name”
239-994-1062

Nick Bonacolta

E-MAIL ADDRESS
Charlisold@gmail.com
www.charliesold.com

Salesman
E-MAIL ADDRESS

nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/
NickBonacoltaRW

239-887-0468
Charlie

Bonacolta
Nick

Bonacolta

Over 40 Years
Combined Experience!

Realty World
C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees 
when you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction 

fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.


