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A VOte FOI‘ Amanda COChI‘aIl By Butch Swank - butch@goodladandswank.com
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Over the past six months or so, I've spoken
to people out and about or here in the office,
and the recurring is this - people being upset
about various proposals being considered by
the Lee County Commissioners. I've heard
these proposals range from building yet
another crowded development despite the
traffic problems we face to sewage being
pumped in pipes under an already fragile
Caloosahatchee River. Being good citizens,
these people invested their precious time in
attending these County Commission meet-
ings and explained to the Commissioners
why they felt it was wrong to greenlight
these proposals. Can you guess what seems
to happen each time the people speakin a
uniform voice against? Yes, correct, a 5-0
vote in favor of what the community op-
posed. At this point, it is hard to imagine that
the Commissioners care what the people
who elected them think. By the way, do you
know what At-Large voting is? It's a system
where all the voters in a County vote for all
five Commissioners rather than just the
one in their district. This voting method, it
seems, tends towards Commissioners not
being directly accountable to the people
who elected them because, by definition,
itis an election of the entire County. It also
means that only big-money politicians often
stand a chance of being elected because it
costs five times more money to campaign
all over Lee County instead of just focusing
on the District the candidate represents.

Currently, we have two candidates run-
ning for County Commissioner District 5. 1
know very little about the person running
for reelection, Mike Greenwell, and it’s not
for alack of trying. So, I wanted to share my
observations and thoughts to date. Early
on, after being elected, | repeatedly offered
Commissioner Greenwell the opportunity
to come and speak at one of our Southwest
Florida Business Alliance meetings, and the
publisher of this very paper offered him
space for articles to share what he was doing
for us. After multiple attempts at outreach,
we were ultimately told via his assistant:
“Commissioner Greenwell said he would
reach out to you if he is able to speak or
write.” You'll be shocked to learn that he
could never speak or write even once in the
past two and a half years. As a last-ditch ef-
fort, and being sometimes a bit bullheaded,
[ figured, all right then, why not just go to
him instead? | was happy to get a meeting
scheduled at his office, and after the meeting
ended, I'll just say [ didn’t feel the Welcome
Wagon vibes flowing that day. I walked into
that meeting open-minded and optimistic
and left feeling quite the opposite. Time has
passed, and based on further observations,
my feelings have not improved.

District 5 candidate Amanda Cochran is
Greenwell’s primary opponent this August.
Amanda’s from Alva, and like a lot of us, she
doesn’t like how we’re not being represent-
ed. A trait I find admirable is that Amanda
had no interest in public office, but seeing
no good options, Amanda jumped right into
that ring. Running for office is hard and,
at times, downright ugly, and Amanda is
now getting a firsthand education in that
reality. Regardless, she’s a fighter and is
just getting started. People like Amanda

Cochran, who have no interest in becom-
ing career politicians, are a big part of the
solution Lee County needs. We can’t keep
electing the same people, year after year,
and expect anything to change. I believe
Amanda embodies what future government
leadership should be. She’s interested in us,
not advancing her agenda. I want to think
that as a businessman, I've developed a good
sense of who people are, and I like Amanda
Cochran. I encourage you to check out her
website and her speaking schedule to find
out for yourself. This lady is all over Lee
County because, as said earlier, the current
system makes her campaign all over Lee
County to win. So, she’s covering a lot of
ground and will likely speak in your neigh-
borhood soon. Go and listen to her and, by
all means, ask some questions to see where
she stands on things. I don’t want someone
representing me who is not interested in
how I feel or what I care about. The current
guy falls squarely in that category, and I
believe Amanda Cochran does not. To me,
Amanda Cochran is the best candidate for
County Commissioner District 5 because,
unlike the incumbent, she wants to hear
your voice and will fight for you. What a
refreshing change that would be!

To wrap things up, I wanted to share
that there is an alternative to At-Large vot-
ing: Single-Member voting. In it, only your
district (neighborhood) can vote for their
candidate - no other areas have a say in the
matter. In Single-Member voting, it stands
to reason that an elected candidate would
want to do a good job representing their
neighborhood so their people would be
helped, thereby increasing the chances of
being reelected since they're doing such a
bang-up job. Another thing to keep in mind

is that we vote for the Governor, Senators,
House of Representatives, mayors, etc., using
this Single-Member district voting scheme.
Alegislative proposal is being discussed to
allow Lee County a November vote to switch
to this Single-Member scheme, and guess
what? The Lee County Commissioners are
against even allowing that to be voted on.
Why? What's their motivation? Hell, it's
entirely possible the people may want to
stick with At-large. I'm reading tea leaves
here, but maybe, just maybe, they feel like
that switch would not be good for them,
so it's smarter to stop it early. Now, to be
charitable, maybe it’s because the Commis-
sioners are in a bubble and genuinely do not
know how many people in Lee County feel
like their voices are being ignored. Instead,
they think everything is as rosy as it could
be. Regardless, the Commissioners seem to
believe there is no reason to change how
things are going. In my book, the switch to
Single-Member district voting could have
a profoundly positive impact because our
leaders would now be in a position where
they’re encouraged to act for us instead of
for themselves. The beauty of America is
that we can have many different opinions,
and, in the end, the one that gets the most
votes wins. That's my spin on local elections.
You're fully entitled to disagree 100% with
what [ just wrote, which I 100% respect.
After all, we are both Americans and at the
end of the day, we support each other. I'll
end with this - go vote for Amanda Cochran!

Think of it this way: Should people in
Georgia be allowed to vote for Florida’s
governor since they are so close to Talla-
hassee? Of course not! That’s just plain silly.

AMANDA

Cochran
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for Lee County Commissioner
—— A LEADER WHO LISTENS —

Paid by Amanda Cochran, Republican,
for Lee County Commissioner District 5

CONSERVATIVE REPUBLICAN

For Smart Growth,Community Input,
Government Transparency & Accountability
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Photo: Susan Allen
www.alvastrong.org

August 20th, 2024
4 is the date of the up-
coming primaries in
Florida. Here in Lee
County there are several challeng-
ers seeking to replace several of our
sitting Lee County Commissioners.
Generally speaking there is an empha-
sis on general elections Republican
vs Democrats. Even those of us who
believe we are informed and want
to fight the craziness which has tak-
en over politics ignore the primary
process. Local elections rarely draw
much interest. My eyes where opened
this year as our neighborhood joined
together, both R’s and D’s to prevent
high density development in our ru-
ral community, in direct opposition
to our community plan. Having at-
tended several Lee County Board of
Commissioners meeting and hearing
the public outcry about Lee County’s
unprecedented growth it has become
clear that there is at minimum an ap-
pearance of impropriety at the com-
missioner level and a total dismissal
of the public’s wants and needs . Itis
hard to imagine anyone who attends
or views these meetings can believe
our elected officials are committed to
their constituents. Rumors abound
that the Sunshine Laws may have been
violated as there have been reports of
multiple meetings with developers
prior to critical votes. [ will leave that
to the experts to decide. The voices
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Primaries Are Important

of Lee County residents have not been
heard in the Commissions Chambers
but we will be heard in August.

A recent campaign ad for sitting
Commissioner Greenwell states, “I'm
fighting overdevelopment in Lee Coun-
ty”. In truth commissioner Greenwell’s
actions and voting record prove the
opposite. Greenwell had his property
along SR 31 rezoned from agricultural
to commercial use, a 400,000 SF parcel
to include room for big box store and
apartments. In an interview he is
quoted as saying, “we cannot say no
to these developers if they have been
through the application process and
receive the hearing examiners’ recom-
mendation. We can be sued by the de-
veloper”. While this has some truth to
it, it should not be the default response
when dealing with sensitive areas such
as Captiva where increased density
shrouded as resiliency just doesn’t’
make sense. Now we see the citizens
are forming groups to sue the county
to challenge these drastic changes that
don’t align with the Lee Plan. This has
happened in Alva, Corkscrew, Captiva
and Buckingham in just the last two
years. It seems the citizenry is willing
to stand up for the greater good of the
county by pushing back on overdevel-
opment, but the BOCC is not. Mike
Greenwell’s opponent for District 5, a
long time Lee County business woman
and conservative republican Amanda
Cochran, strongly opposes unbridled
development and has stressed her
commitment to strategic growth, im-

By Susie Allen

proved infrastructure and a sincere
desire to represent the constituents
over developers. Another candidate
running for commissioner District 3
Matt Thornton also shares this view
and believes the citizens of Lee County
deserve to be heard. In the last 2 years
the board has voted to amend the Lee
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Cases
all but one time (Eden Oaks) based
on staff recommendations, many of
which increase density for develop-
ment. There have been hundreds of
people speaking in opposition to some
of these changes, with little or no sup-
port from the board.

Developers and their minions word
smith their proposals to soften the
impact and quiet the voices of opposi-
tion. Developers call duplexes “single
family dwellings”, call bulldozed and
flattened land “preservation areas”
and press the commissioners to vote
for more and more density increases.
It has been reported that a campaign
consultant to a number of the com-
missioners is also a lobbyist for a large
developer pressing into Lee County.
Traffic, wildlife habitat issues and river
quality are all impacted by overde-
velopment and surging population
growth. This is not just a numbers
issue but is a Life issue.

By the Lee County’s own staff re-
ports the county admits to inadequate
EMS services stating, “Lee County CAN
NOT yet sufficiently serve the entirety
of the subject property within the
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established response time threshold”.
Our county is expected to have one
million residents by 2030. Our com-
missioners readily admit this (no won-
der as they are driving force behind
it). Southwest Florida is considered
“medically underserved.” At the cur-
rent rate Florida is projected to have
the second-largest physician shortage
in the country by 2030. In addition
hospital beds and a shortage of nurses
are outpaced by population growth
at this alarming rate. Lee County is a
balloon being inflated to its breaking
point. It is our current commission-
ers that are blowing it up with their
hot air.

To make matters worse honest
concerned citizens dare not run for
office against these entrenched offi-
cials. There have been unwarranted
attacks on grassroots candidates and
their staff to discourage competition.
Beware of misleading inaccurate hit
pieces and seek out the facts. Register
to vote and vote in the primary. (Only
registered republicans can vote in the
republican primary). Next time you
sitin traffic, see a car crash (our roads
are the 3rd deadliest in Florida), can’t
get a timely doctor’s appointment, are
placed in an emergency room hallway
waiting for a bed, see a dead gopher
tortoise on the side of the road, your
well runs dry or your community is
on water restrictions remind yourself
that primary elections matter. Vote
August 20! i

Be A Lubber, Not A Fighter! The Eastern Lubber Grasshopper

By Kara Tyler-Julian, Biologist

If you've spent time in the natural
areas of Florida, chances are you have
encountered a large, distinctive insect
known as the Eastern Lubber Grasshop-
per (Romalea guttata), or Lubber for
short. The Eastern Lubber Grasshopper
is native to Florida and the Southeastern
United States and is a member of the
family Orthoptera- the grasshoppers,
katydids and crickets. These large, col-
orful grasshoppers are slow-moving
and somewhat clumsy in nature. Their
slow movement combined with their
bright coloration and healthy popu-
lations makes them a commonly ob-
served insect in our natural areas and
our gardens. This species can be found
in many habitats, but it prefers low, wet
areas such as wetlands, ditches, and
adjacent areas. While the adults are
generally a bright coloration of yellow
and orange with some shades of red,
their coloration is variable and they
can even occur in a dark black form,
especially in North Florida. Their bright
coloration is an example of aposematic
coloration, a warning to predators that
they are inedible due to toxins contained
in their bodies. As an additional defense
against predation, these grasshoppers
can emit a distasteful and odiferous
frothy substance from their spiracles.

Lubbers are a polyphagous insect,
which means that rather than special-
izing on eating one species or family

of plants, these insects feed on a wide
range of plant species. They have been
documented to feed on over 100 species
of plant, but they seem to prefer plants
in the lily family, as many gardeners can
attest. The toxins that the lubber grass-
hoppers produce come from the plants
that they consume and the variety of
plants in their diet leads to a variety of
toxins in their bodies. Females deposit
the eggs underground by digging a small
hole up to 5 cm deep and then laying.
The female will lay clusters of eggs in
approximately 3-5 pods with each pod
having around 60 eggs in it. The eggs
are deposited in the summer and will
hatch after 6-8 months, requiring at least
3 months of cool weather in order to
hatch. When the eggs hatch, the young
grasshoppers that emerge are called
nymphs and they are visibly different
from the adults, appearing black with
either red or yellow stripes. Nymphs can
usually be seen beginning to emerge in
the spring through early summer.

The lubber nymphs are gregarious in
nature and can often be seen in large
groups, defoliating plants. As they grow
and develop through their 5-6 instars,
they will gradually decrease in num-
ber as they disperse and are consumed
by predators. While the internet is rife
with misinformation about these insects
having no natural predators, numerous
native animals have been documented

Photo: The Eastern Lubber Grasshopper In Grass.

feeding on them through photographs.
The loggerhead shrike is well known to
feed on the lubbers by impaling them
and leaving them for some time to allow
the toxins to break down, but other
animals have been observed consuming
them without this step. The predators of
the lubbers include, but are not limited
to: wasps, spiders, wheel bugs, Northern
cardinals, blue jays, blue birds, Missis-
sippi kites, swallow-tailed kits, leopard
frogs, box turtles, Eastern gray squirrels
and fox squirrels.

While many gardeners are quick to kill
every lubber grasshopper that they see,

keep in mind that this is a native insect
and a natural part of the local ecosystem.
Try to plant native plants and stay away
from lilies and you won’t have much
trouble from these creatures. Remem-
ber to minimize the use of pesticides
because these products can affect more
than just the one species you are trying
to get rid of, and just try to appreciate
the beautiful diversity of life in your yard
when you spot these land lobsters. If you
really want them out of your yard, try
grabbing them and tossing them into
your neighbor’s yard or releasing them
into a nearby natural area. ig?
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FAIRWAYS CONDO 2/2

First floor 2BR/2BA in the Fairways Il. Lots of
updates throughout, tile Ifoors, impact windows,
steps to pool & public transportation.

LARAQUE MORISSAINT 239-989-4739
laraquemorissaint1 @gmail.com

$289,900 ¢

NEARLY 2100 SQUARE FEET!!

Spacious 3 bedroom/2 bath home. CBS construc-
tion. City water and sewer. Centrally located. New
roof. Only $289,900

ADELIA PIMENTEL
adeliaswfl@gmail.com

239-462-4053

$3'I9 900

LAKE CAMILLE 2/2

2BR/2BA Pool home with handicap features. New
roof in 2024, wind rated doors & double pane win-
dows and garage door, ceramic tile floors, nicely
landscapted yard, mature fruit trees, and central
water on oversized lot.

PAMELA DICKINSON

pamsellsit@gmail.com

239-887-0837

NEAR OAKWOOD

Spacious 3BD/2BA inground pool home. Almost
1700 sq. ft. of living area. Complete appliance
package. Newer roof and solid CBS construction.
Walking distance to everything. Property needs
some updating but value priced at $399,900

URSZULA GALEK
ursularealtor@yahoo.com

847-830-4722

RENTALS | TH!

AVAILABLE
AVAILABLE AT

*1,725

CALL TODAY
239-491-3300

REALTOR” M L s

Contact us today for a

ORANGE GROVE CONDO

2/2 Beautifully updated, meticulously maintained
condo in a 55+ community. Extremely low condo
fees. Within walking distance to public transporta-
tion. Roof replaced in 2028.

TABATHA D’ALESSANDRO 239-281-6746
tabatha.dalessandro@yahoo.com

TWO BLOCKS TO THE RIVER!

The Caloosahatchee River is nearby.3BR/2BA,
Florida style front porch, sunroom, formal dining
room, large kitchen, 1/2 acre fenced lot with extra
building.

ABBY DILLON 239-645-6808

abbydillon@hotmail.com

LOCATION, LOCATION

Beautiful 3 bedroom/2 bath pool home that sits
on oversized .29 acre lot which has no HOA fee or
flood insurance. Don't miss this opportunity, call
today!!

PAUL JACOBS 239-371-1365
agentpauljacobs@gmail.com

: $399 900

NO FEES, NO FLOOD
INSURANCE

Wonderfully maintained 3BR/2BA salt water pool
home in one of most desireable neighborhoods in
Lehigh Acres. Roof replaced in 2023.

ROXANN VEKICH
theveks2000@aol.com

239-823-1402

WHAT IS YOUR
HOUSE WORTH?

analysis of your property.

NO OBLIGATION.
CALL TODAY

239-369-6161

*Based on 30 Year Fixed 5.5% FHA Mortgage with 3% Down
Payment. Payment Reflects Principle and Interest Only!

NKING OF SELLING?

market

COLDWELL BANKER
PREFERRED PROPERTIES

EAST GREENSCONDO

Spacious 2BD/2BA plus den. East Greens is a 55+
community. Club house and heated pool. All appli-
ances, Tile throughout. Attached covered parking.
Hurry only $214,900

GUERLINE JEAN FORT  239-672-5137
guerlinejeanfort3realestate@gmail.com

IT'S A WINNER!!

Beautiful 3BR/2BA home has lanai & fenced back-
yard, split floor plan, breakfast bar, lots of kitchen
storage and workspace, spacious master bedroom.

MARTHA NEAULT
MarthaNeault@gmail.com

239-822-2822

BETTER THAN NEW!
2019 Home has so much to offer. 3BD/2BA, split
floor plan with a two car garage, inground heated
saltwater pool. This home comes with a full huse
Gererac generator and is located on a quiet dead-
end street.

MARY BRUZIK 704-780-9528
marybsellshouses@gmail.com

GORGEOUS, BRAND NEW

4BD/3BA home with double car garage. Perfect
blend of comfort and security. Beautifully app-
pointed interior, hurricane windows and sliders. No
expense has been spared in the construction and
attention to detail.

LUIS GONZALEZ
luisfgonzalez@yahoo.com

AVAILABLE
LOTS FOR
SALE!

1/4 Acre Lots
from $17,000

1/2 Acre Lots
from $22,900

239-269-9931

1400 Homestead Road N. ¢ 239-369-6161
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Makmg the Most of New Al
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An age of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
has arrived, brought on by a recent
invention called the Large Language
Model (LLM) that gives computers mas-
tery of everyday human speech. LLM Al
software is both already amazing and
improving at a breathtaking clip. Large
and capable companies like Google,
Apple, Microsoft, Amazon, and Meta
are competing to make powerful new
products easy to use. This article will
guide you on how to understand, run,
and use the latest and best.

The LLM is a recent invention. Google
published a key breakthrough in 2017,
and it became famous with the software
ChatGPT, made by the company OpenAl
in 2020. ChatGPT, whose technology the
company called GPT-3, shocked users
because it felt like conversing with a
person. It was great with facts and good
with words, succeeding at tasks that
had not been automated before, like
describing history, explaining science,
and writing letters.

GPT-3 was followed by GPT-3.5 in
2022 and the much-improved GPT-4
in 2023. These upgrades had better
language skills and the added ability to
both understand photos and, through
integration with other tools, create im-
ages. GPT-4 could converse with users
through voice using a headset or mi-
crophone.

GPT-4 was in turn followed by current
variants, GPT-4 Turbo and GPT-40. And
competing software came from many
directions: Google’s Gemini, Microsoft’s
Copilot, xAl's Grok, Meta’s Llama, and
Anthropic’s Claude, among others.
These use different programming, train-

PEST CONTROL

SERVING SW FLORIDA SINCE 1966

Our Services include:

7? Household Pests

% Specialty Pests

""" Lawn/Turf Management
f& Termite Control

"\h‘ Mosquito Control

ing data, memory sizes, and censorship
approaches to give unique features and
strengths. They represent the complex,
fast-paced, and fantastically funded
world of Al. Al will not have one form,
but many forms that serve separate pur-
poses, and these will improve quickly
as they integrate with our lives.

If you have not yet tried this software,
you should. And you should try more
than one. A good way to start your per-
sonal Al journey is by visiting the latest
Al leaderboards that score and rank the
software options. A good one can be
found at https://chat.lmsys.org/?lead-
erboard. Leaderboards also give links,
describes the companies behind the
models, and gives the knowledge-cut-
off date—the last date of data used for
training.

We will go through installing and us-
ing two examples: 1) ChatGPT with GPT-
40 and 2) Venice Al. GPT-4o is technol-
ogy developed by OpenAl, the company
mentioned above that launched the LLM
phenomenon with ChatGPT. It excels
in many areas. GPT-4o, though, stores
your input and may censor output. The
other interface, Venice Al, leverages
decentralization to improve privacy and
flexibility. It serves as a helpful alterna-
tive to GPT-40 when you want to discuss
something sensitive or controversial.

GPT-40 can run on either a computer
or a smartphone. For a computer, go
to https://chatgpt.com and sign up. If
you do not sign up, the interface uses
GPT-3.5, which is not as good. Consider
paying for a Plus account, which gives
more time, includes image generation,
and gives early access to new features
for $20/month. Or you can install the
ChatGPT application on your iPhone
or Android phone by going through
the App Store or Google Play. If you
register on one device, that works on
other devices. Using it on a smartphone
can be better because it allows voice
interaction on the go and easy picture

CONTROL
SERVICE

Don't let pests take over your
home - call us for top-notch
pest control services today!

WE
SAFEGUARD YOUR
HOME FROM
PEST INFESTATION

YOUR PEST SOLUTION

Say goodbye to peshy invaders with
Fort Myers Pest Control,

your trusted partner in pest control.

WHY CHOOSE US?

« Expert Technicians

« Eco-Friendly Solutions

« Comprehensive Services
» Preventive Measures

« Timely Response

(239) 543-3100

www.FortMyersPestControl.com

By Trey English

taking.

Consider also adding Venice Al for
its privacy and freedom. It will answer
edgier questions—like how to break
into a car, say—and will create more
images, including, for example, those
with famous living people. You can have
it make a picture of Ron DeSantis jump-
ing into the surf on Fort Myers Beach,
if you want. Venice Al can be accessed
through a Web browser on your com-
puter or your smartphone via the URL
https://venice.ai. A paid subscription
gives more daily queries and improved
censorship avoidance for $49 /year.

To get the best results from Al, com-
munication needs to be, as with a per-
son, clear and detailed. The best way to
do this is with back-and-forth dialog.
You can ask a general question first,
then make it more detailed based on the
initial response. Do this multiple times.
You might, for example, start with a
request like, “Did Thomas Edison make
any inventions in Fort Myers.” The an-
swer will mention battery research, and
you can follow up with, “Tell me more
about his battery research.” You'll learn
about his work on batteries for electric
vehicles. Then you can ask, “How are
his car batteries used today?” to learn
how they are in fact still used to support
wind and solar power.

But LLM Als can do much more than
historical investigation. Here are 12
ideas for GPT-4o0:

1. When walking or driving, use it in
voice dialog mode instead of a pod-
cast to learn about a new subject.

2. When struggling with a text or
e-mail, use it to rewrite.

3. Use it to learn a foreign language
by asking it to teach you and talk
to you as a student.

4. Give it photos to help identify plants
and animals.

5. Take a photo of a broken personal
item to find out how to fix it or
order a new one.

05

6. Ask for a summary of the latest
news.

7. Give bullet points for it to write a
formal letter, and have it ask you
questions that will improve the
letter.

8. Haveitread and summarize along
document.

9. Tellitto convert disorganized data
from a PDF into an Excel spread-
sheet.

10. Have it proofread something you
write.

11. Ask it to explain something that
happened in a popular movie (it
has seen most of them).

12. Give ita screen shot of hard-to-use
software or a website and ask for
advice.

Once you start using Al for these and
other everyday tasks, you will return to
it often, and your skill in instructing it
will grow. Al has transcendent knowl-
edge and a way with words. Any task
you can think of that leverages these
capabilities can be handed off, making
you more efficient in work and play.

As a closing point, this new technol-
ogy can also write software. LLM Als
know many programming languages
and are good with them just like they
are with English. And even if this may
not sound like a way you want to use
it, appreciate the revolutionary im-
portance of software that can write
software. This ability will launch a vir-
tuous circle of improvement in the years
ahead. Try and use Al now, become
proficient, and stay up with the latest
as this new technology improves and
finds broad application in increasingly
powerful ways.

ABOUT TREY ENGLISH

Trey English is the former President
of Energid Technologies Corporation.
Current freelance software business
strategist and a fifth generation resident
of Alva. ‘2“
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7 MY PET'S VET

Dr. Rafael Cartelli

Monday - Friday

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Closed

FULL SERVICE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

e Examinations
¢ \Vaccinations
* Surgery

* Comprehensive Dental Care
* Health Certificates

% Call us to schedule an appointment today!
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Bedinvetmab (For Dogs)

Se Haba Espaniol

NOW OFFERING B

FOR CATS ANI/A DOGS

61 Bell Blvd N, Unit 2 T
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 e \\

In the Winn Dixie Plaza at the
corner of Joel & Bell Blvd.

www.mypetsvet.net
%’ Finduson €

* In-House Laboratory

* Annual Wellness Packages

* Pharmacy

* Heartworm and Flea
Prevention Products

Rabies/Lee County Licenses NOW AVAILABLE

Keep Your Pets Protected

W carry affordable options for
prevention to keep your pets protected!

NOW OFFERING
NEW MEDICINE FOR OSTEOARTHRITIS

So’lensiw

Frunevetmab (For Cats)
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Protecting Your Personal Information

By Kevin Karnes, Lee County’s Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller

Photo: Kevin Karnes,
Lee County’s Clerk of
the Circuit Court &
| Comptroller

Every day, you do
something to protect
yourself.

You lock your door at night. You look
both ways before crossing the street
or pulling out into traffic.

But when you think of safety and
security, do you think about ways to
protect your personal or financial in-
formation? Keeping this kind of infor-
mation safe is extremely important.

Identity theft is a common prob-
lem and occurs when someone uses
your personal or financial informa-
tion without your permission. Thieves
can gather this kind of information in
many ways - including through the

trash, which is why it’s so important
to properly dispose of documents that
contain information like your home
address, social security number, birth-
day, banking and credit card numbers,
or anything else identifiable on it.

Unfortunately, identity theft con-
tinues to rise.

According to the U.S. Department
of Justice, at least 1 in 5 people have
fallen victim to identity theft in their
lifetime.

As Lee County’s official record
keeper, the Clerk’s office goes to great
lengths to ensure personal informa-
tion is protected in your public records
and we want to help you do everything
you can to keep your confidential in-
formation at home safe.

My office has hosted two free shred-

ding events in the last six months to
help community members keep their
private information secure. In total, we
shredded more than 13,700 pounds
of confidential documents at those
events, which we called The Big Shred.
We plan on making The Big Shred
a semi-annual event, with the next
stop in Lehigh Acres this fall. (We'll
announce more details on the next
Big Shred as we get closer to the date.
To be the first to know about future
events, sign up for our newsletter at
www.leeclerk.org/subscribe.)

If you weren’t able to make it to one
of our previous events, there are other
ways you can protect yourself.

I highly recommend purchasing a
small home shredder if you're able
and shredding all documents that
contain your personal information.

(0])

Also, the Federal Trade Commission
recommends reviewing your bank and
credit card statements carefully and
often. Review your credit reports at
least once a year. Know your payment
due dates and if a bill doesn’t show
up when it’s supposed to - call the
company and inquire.

In addition to protecting your per-
sonal information, I always recom-
mend safeguarding your home or
property with our free Property Fraud
Alert service, which will notify you
within 24 hours if someone tries to
file a deed in your name. You can sign
up at www.leeclerk.org/fraudalert.

Please do everything you can to pro-
tect yourself and your family from
identity theft and fraud. ‘¢

Still Serving ey pat whitenau

Did you know that the oath taken
when joining the military is a lifetime
commitment for VFW members? They
served our country honorably and are
now dedicated to serving the commu-
nities in which they reside. The impact
of their efforts goes from coast to coast
and is accomplished around the world.

Joining your VFW will help you cel-
ebrate in many ways. There are con-
stant ceremonies for different reasons,
and many of them include the nearby
community. Many VFW Posts affili-
ate with the local law enforcement,
fire departments, schools, and Scout
troops. At any event, some of these
same people can be seen participat-
ing, whether it’s in a Flag Ceremony,
a Celebration of Life, or a Welcome
Home Veteran’s celebration.

We may be a little post here in Le-
high Acres, but we are definitely the
Little Post with a Big Heart. We are
also very proud to be known as a Pur-
ple Heart Post. Not only do we have

so many special Post members, but
we have an awesome Auxiliary, a great
Riders group, a DAV that welcomes
everyone even if they’re not disabled,
and everyone who is involved finds
some time and some way to volunteer
some service to keep our Post going.
We proudly proclaim the best group
of volunteers found anywhere!

We are open seven days a week,
starting at 9:00 a.m. Sundays, we have
a good breakfast at very reasonable
prices, and it’s the only day we open
at 8:00. We always welcome the public
to any event we may be organizing
and participating in, often with other
groups in our area.

Monday through Friday, we have
lunches to which the public is also
invited; Monday evenings, there is a
Show Me the Money game; Tuesday
evenings are for the different meet-
ings necessary to keep the post active;
Wednesday is a dinner and entertain-
ment beginning at 5:00 p.m., Thursday

is a Bingo night which starts at 6:00
p.m., Fridays are special meals with
more entertainment and Saturdays
have Hillbilly Bingo twice a month and
often there is some other event taking
place. Call to ask what's happening on

LOOKING FOR

ANSWERS?

Get what you're looking for at
LIFESBASICQUESTIONS.COM

any given day.

Our location is 25 S. Homestead
Road, and we’re always happy to see
new faces. So, stop in and say hello.
You'll be glad you did! i

Call: (239) 689-5949

Sunday School 9:30AM ¢ Church Service 10:30AM
Wednesday Night Prayer 6:00PM ¢ Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00PM

VOTE FOR

ADELE AMICO

THE "AMERICA 1°™ CANDIDATE

FOR STATE COMMITTEEWOMAN

“THE ONLY CANDIDATE THAT LISTENS
TO THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE.

A Christian Conservative, America-First
Republican with more than 20 years
of experience serving as a Precinct
Committeewoman in Lee County.

“I commit to delivering Accountability &

Transparency and to always champion America-

First Principles.

~ NG
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I will be representing your interests and make sure that

you have open, honest communication.

I humbly ask for your vote on August 20th, it would be an honor

to represent YOU in Lee County!”

-ADELE AMICO

*SWFL
/¥ g BUSINESS

" CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY

Every Wednesday ¢ 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM

(Meeting starts at noon)

2514 Santa Barbara Blvd
Cape Coral, FL 33914

WWW.SWFLBUSINESSNETWORK.COM -+ 239-470-5611

INVITES YOU
TO JOIN US

NETWORKING AT ITS FINEST

The SWFL Business Network invites you to two of
our Networking meals. Breakfast or Lunch, your choice!

Every Friday ¢ 7:30 AM to 9:30 AM

(Come and go as you please)

12450 Metro Pkwy
Fort Myers, FL 33966

LADIES

THIRD FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH

BEEF O’ BRADY’S CAPE CORAL
2514 SANTA BARBARA BLVD

NETWORK, SOCIALIZE, AND
CONNECT WITH THE PROFESSIONAL
WOMEN OF THE COMMUNITY.

12:00PM TO 1:30PM

"AMERICA 1°T ADELE"

239-297-3559 « amico48@comcast.net

L E A D CAPE CORAL, FL 33914
MEETING IS FREE - PLUS THE COST OF LUNCH
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Fun Sun Fleas

Florida is the perfect vacation spot.
We have beaches, sunny weather, fleas,
awesome fishing, entertainment, ticks
and lots of great outdoor activities for
the family and pets. Oh, did I mention
fleas and ticks? That’s right Florida is
known for its high population of fleas
and ticks. Right now, is the perfect
weather for these parasites to disrupt
your vacation. They thrive in warm
temperatures and humid weather
(sounds like June to September). But
what are they and what can we do
about them?

FLEAS

Fleas are dark-brown and no larger
than sesame seed. Fleas thrive when
the weather is warm and humid. De-
pending on where you live, fleas may
even be seasonal or a year-round
concern. Your pets can pick up fleas
anywhere an infestation exists (often
areas where other dogs, cats or wild
animals frequent). Once a flea has
selected your pet as a host, it spends
virtually all its time on your pet.

You may not know that your pet has
fleas until the numbers increase to
a point where your pet is obviously
uncomfortable. Signs of a flea problem
can range from occasional scratching
to severe biting and chewing of the
skin which can lead to skin infections
and hair loss. Some pets even become
allergic to flea bites, which can cause
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and Ticks By Dr. Veja Tillman, DMV

long-term discomfort from one or two
flea bites.

Fleas are known to carry tapeworms
which can infect your pets if they are
ingested while your pet is licking or
chewing to scratch the flea bite. If a
flea infestation is moderate to severe,
people may also be bitten by fleas.
Fleas can transmit several infectious
diseases to pets and people, however,
this is rare.

TICKS

There are many different species
of ticks that can affect dogs and cats.
Ticks are commonly found in wood-
ed areas, brush, shrubs and wild un-
dergrowth, and any animal (includ-
ing humans) is at risk of becoming
a tick’s host. Recent expansion into
once wooded areas/ reserves has
increased the incidence of pet and
human exposure to ticks.

Tick exposure may be seasonal,
depending on geographic location.
You will most often find ticks around
your pet’s neck, in the ears, in the
folds between the legs and the body,
and between the toes, but they can be
found anywhere on the body and are
usually easily seen or felt. Tick bites
can cause skin irritation and heavy
infestations can cause serious health
concerns.

Ticks can spread serious infectious
diseases (such as Lyme disease, Rocky
Mountain Spotted Fever, and others) to
the pets and the people on which they
feed. They can also cause tick paraly-
sis. Disease risk varies by geographic
area and tick species.

TREATMENT AND CONTROL

Pets at risk for fleas and ticks should
be evaluated by your veterinarian and
appropriate treatment plans recom-
mended. Treatment plans are recom-
mended based on seasonality of the
infestation, your pet’s environment,
needs and health, and the severity and
type of infestation present.

Treatment plans may include a sin-
gle treatment or combination of treat-
ments for your pet, its environment
(yard, furniture, floors, car etc.), bed-
ding, grooming tools and treatment of
other pets in the home. Treatments
may include frequent bathing, preven-
tatives or controlling agents, medica-
tions to eliminate the infestation and
other supportive care medications to
treat secondary effects of the infesta-
tion (Antibiotics, allergy medications,
etc.). You should always pretreat your
pets for fleas and ticks before going on
trips or vacations with approved flea
and tick medication.

Your veterinarian can recommend
an appropriate course of action and

07

suggest ways to prevent future infes-
tations of your pet(s).

IMPORTANT POINTS

e Start flea and tick control before
you leave for vacation or ahead of
the flea and tick season.

e Look for fleas, ticks, and hair coat
abnormalities any time you groom
your dog or cat or when you return
home from areas that are likely
to have higher numbers of these
parasites.

e Consult your veterinarian if your
pet excessively scratches, chews, or
licks his/her coat, or persistently
shakes his/her head or scratches
his/her ears.

» Leave treatment to the experts.
Your veterinarian offers clinical
expertise and can assist you in
identifying products that are most
likely to control and treat your pet’s
parasite problem effectively and
safely.

ABOUT DR. VEJA
TILLMAN, DMV

Dr. Tillman is a 2002 graduate of
Tuskegee University School of Veteri-
nary Medicine. Her veterinary practice
and work experience focuses on pet
health and wellness. She is the owner
of Just 4 Pets Wellness Center and can
be reached at 239-270-5721.

Montage Women’s Club

The Montage Women'’s Club is a so-
cial and philanthropic club open to all
women residing in Lee County. We
meet on the fourth Thursday of each
month at The Landings Yacht, Golf,
and Tennis Club (community entry off
McGregor Blvd between Cypress Lake
Drive and College Pkwy). Meetings
begin at 11:30 a.m. with a short so-
cial period followed by lunch at Noon
followed by an informative speaker

****

program and a short business meeting.
Within the organization are various
interest groups for members’ partici-
pation. Membership is open to both
year-round and seasonal residents.
We welcome you to visit Montage for
a luncheon.

Our next meeting will be held on

Thursday, July 25th, and our guest
speaker will be Leslie O’'Halloran, Com-
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hair | nails | waxing | packages | gift certificates

11300 Lindbergh Blvd, #108 (Next to Norman Love)

www.trendsettersfl.com

By Rita Artwohl

munity Outreach and Development Su-
pervisor for the Children’s Network of
Southwest Florida, a private, non-profit
lead agency that administers the Child
Welfare System in Lee, Collier; Char-
lotte, Hendry, and Glade Counties.

Luncheon fee is $28.00 and the
planned regular menu entree will be
Quiche Lorraine with petite garden
salad and Balsamic vinaigrette. The

plant-based/vegan option entree will
be Southwestern stuffed tomato, black
bean cake with Pico de Gallo, grilled
Tofu with cilantro lime sauce.

I[f you would like to attend a Montage
meeting, need further information, or
would like to make a reservation, please
call Rita Artwohl at (239) 703-7787.
Reservations cut-off to attend this
meeting is Noon, Thursday, July 18th. i
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PROMOTING

HOURS OF OPERATION

WELLNESS CENTER

aPp) ;

0f Ju

hid
0

Mon | Tues | Thurs : 8 AM to 6 PM

Fri: 8AMto 5 PM « Wed

: By Appointment Only

Open First Saturdays Of Every Month, 8am To 12pm

WELLNESS AND SICK PET EXAMS
DENTAL CLEANING AND SURGERY
FULL IN-HOUSE DIAGNOSTICS
CAR SIDE OR IN CLINIC VISITS
FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL

EXAM ROOMS SANITIZED BETWEEN
APPOINTMENTS

MAKE AN
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

239-270-5721

www.Just4PetsFL.vet

8911 Daniels Parkway, Suite 7 | Fort Myers, FL 33912
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East Lee County Chamber Hosts Region Luncheon: “Lee
County Movmg Together Into The Future - The Value Of

Service”

Photo: Mike Welch

Let Us Hear From You!
Contact Us At:
voicesoflehigh@gmail.com

June 17th at the Plan-
tation GCC in Gateway/
Eastern Fort Myers saw citizens come
together for presentations by Lee
County Commissioner, Cecil Pend-
ergrass and County Manager, Dave
Harner. Pendergrass is also member
of the Board of Directors of the East
Lee County Chamber. Members and
guests of the Chamber came from the
various communities of Lee County as
well as several public officials from
the region.

Mr. Harner along with Commissioner
Pendergrass spoke about the culture
of service in the administration of

By Mike Welch

local services for the communities of
Eastern Lee County - Lehigh Acres.
Many guests were impressed on the
activities and investments being made
in infrastructure and road work being
undertaken in eastern Lee County as
well as the expansion of law enforce-
ment, trafffic control, utilities as well
as various economic development
projects. The presentation will be a
template for the new County Admin-
stration to make presentations around
local communities in Lee County re-
garding particular areas.

East Lee County Chamber Board
of Directors Chair Mike Welch also
highlighted the work of the Florida
Legislature with over $2millions in
planning funds for a new East Lee
County Technical College for the pop-

ulation of east Lee. Welch and Pender-
grass thanked the leadership of School
Board Member and Chamber Board
Member Armor Persons, State Repre-
sentative Jenna Persons and Senator
Jonathan Martin for their work on this
project. He also highlighted togeth-
er with Pendergrass and Harner the
several millions of dollars approved
by the Legislature for water/sewer
expansion in Lehigh/East Lee for Flor-
ida Government Utilities. All leaders
thanked Senate President Kathleen
Passidomo who also represents parts
of Lehigh/East Lee.

Mr. Harner’s overview of County
projects and investments in Eastern
Lee showed the direction of the Board
of Commissioners in regards to the
governance of eastern Lee. i

Photo: (Top) Lee County Commissioner
Cecil Pendergrass (Bottom) County Man-
ager, Dave Harner

School Is Out -

Photo: Sheriff Carmine
Marceno, Lee County
Sheriff

The summer is upon
us and the Lee County
sl school year has ended.

The dynamics of our streets and
roadways change dramatically as chil-
dren play on sidewalks, chase one
another and run haphazardly in all
directions. These conditions place an
additional and significant burden on
those operating motor vehicles.

As always, the Lee County Sheriff’s
Office requests that all drivers obey
speed limits, comply with traffic sig-
nals and avoid using electronic devices
that serve as distractions. We have all,
to varying degrees, become depen-
dent upon our smart devices and cell
phones. Much like other addictions,

DI’IV@ C&UthUSly By Sheriff Carmine Marceno

we compulsively reach for our cell
phones and struggle when we are un-
able to do so.

While many believe that they have
become somewhat “proficient” at us-
ing their phones while driving, this
practice has become one of society’s
prevailing perils. When we consider
risky and unhealthy behaviors we, as
humans, have a tendency to believe
that the consequences only happen
to others...until it happens to us or
to a loved one.

While Florida Statute 316.305 al-
lows law enforcement officers to stop
motor vehicles using wireless commu-
nication devices and issue citations
for drivers who are “manually typing
or entering multiple letters, numbers,
symbols, or other characters into a
wireless communications device or

RIVER &

| THINK IT'S

TIME

LET’'S SELL THE

HOUSE

Let A Licensed Broker From

Evaluate Your Land Or Home.

RE/MAX HALL OF FAME SALES AWARD - PLATINUM SALES AWARD
RE/MAX LEADERS & LEGENDS PUBLICATION - CHAIRMAN SALES AWARD

RE/MAX

RIVER & RANCH

RANCH

OFFICE: (239) 936-4222 - CELL: (239) 872-7653

www.LeeCountyLand.com - ReMaxRiverAndRanch@Gmail.com

while sending or read-
ing data on such a de-
vice for the purpose of
non-voice interpersonal
communication, includ-
ing, but not limited to, 4
communication meth-
ods known as texting,
e-mailing, and instant [
messaging,’ this means [
little following a cata-
strophic incident.

Exercise additional
caution when driving on side-streets
and residential roadways. Younger
children rarely consider the hazards
around them and outdoor games often
result in unanticipated darting into
the roadway.

Parents and guardians are strongly
encouraged to discuss the potential

Photo: Children outside playing and blowing bubbles

dangers with their children. Younger
children should always be supervised
while playing outdoors.

Please...the safety of our children
is dependent upon our responsible
driving.

2 Nice Guys, Inc.

Interior and Exterior Painting

Give your home a finished look.
A little paint equals big impact!

Beautifying Southwest Florida Since 2003.

For Your Home Or Business.

E Call Today For A Free Consultation

A Family Owned And Operated Business

Committed To Excellence In Craftsmanship
Mention Seeing Our Ad In The East Lee County News!

Painting with Unparalleled Quality,

2niceguys.net | (239) 690-1479

Value and Customer Service

Licensed & Insured #CGC1526754
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The Hidden Burden on Family Members and Those Who

Support Our Heroes
Why Military Mail Should Be Postage-Free

By Richard Erschik, Veteran, US Army Vietham War

In the land of the free and the home
of the brave, it’s astounding that the
family members and those supporting
our brave men and women serving in
our military still have to pay postage
for letters and packages sent to them.

This is a practice that demands re-
consideration, as it reduces the amount
of expressed appreciation of those who
are already sacrificing so much for our
country.

A recent volunteer effort of the Cas-
cades community in River Hall, Ft. My-
ers, FL to purchase, package, and ship
31 boxes of donated items including
useful personal items and snacks to
active-duty members required over
$652 in postage.

When we send mail to our active-duty
military personnel, we are not merely
sending letters and packages; we are
sending support, love, and a piece of
home. These tokens of affection and
gratitude are crucial for their morale,

1230 Taylor Lane, Lehigh Acres, FL | FountainCrest@ SunshineRet.com

especially when they are stationed far
from family and friends in challenging
and often dangerous environments. It
is nothing short of ridiculous that the
family and friends of these heroes, who
are actively protecting our freedoms—
including the operations of the United
States Postal Service—should have to
pay for them to receive mail.

These costs, though seemingly minor
to some, can add up and become a
significant issue, especially in today’s
economy.

Moreover, when packages and letters
are clearly addressed to ‘military posts),
it stands to reason that the logistical
burden of postage cost should not be
required. These service members are
stationed at defined locations, often
within the infrastructure of the mili-
tary itself. The mail is a lifeline, and its
delivery should be facilitated without
additional charges.

The solution is straightforward: elim-

inate postage fees for mail sent to active
military personnel. This is not only a
gesture of gratitude but a practical step
that acknowledges the unique sacrifices
made by our service members. It is a
small but significant way to show that
we value their commitment and that
we are willing to support them in every
way possible.

As a nation, we must reflect on how
we treat those who protect us. Remov-
ing postage fees for military mail is a
simple, tangible way to demonstrate
our appreciation and support. It’s time
we ensure that our heroes can receive
morale-boosting letters and packages
from home without the added wor-
ry of postage costs. Let’s honor their
service by addressing this issue and
making military mail postage-free. It’s
a small step with a big impact, and it’s
the least we can do for those who do
so much for us.

Photo: Close Up Man Sealing Envelope

ABOUT RICHARD ERSCHIK
AND LAURIE DOUGHERTY

Richard Erschik and Laurie Dougherty
are originally from Chicago and now live
in Alva, FL. Richard is a US Army veteran
of the Vietnam War and served from
1965-67. He founded and was CEO of
a marketing services service business
in the trade show industry. Laurie was
the Executive Director of a non-profit
in the water industry. Today they are
both online trainers. Richard conducts
online training classes on Public Speak-
ing and (making) Presentations, while
Laurie teaches online Effective Meeting
Facilitation classes. i8¢

All-Inclusive Independent Senior Living

Discover resort-style amenities including:

All-Day Dining Program | Paid Utilities | FREE WIFI
On-Call Transportation | Weekly Housekeeping
Safe Living With Life Alert Pendants | Pet Friendly

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY

(239) 674-6585 8% FOUNTAIN CREST

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

| FountainCrestRet.com

FORT
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 JYSPECIALS

LIET, CONTOUR, & SOFTEN'\YOUR FACIE

Purchase 2 syringes of
Juvéderm - Voluma XC & receive
20 units of Botox® for FREE!
That's a $240.00 Value!

MEDSPA

-

LIFESTYLES

HEALTHCARE GROUP
MEDICAL CHIROPRACTIC REHABILITATION

REGENERATIVE MEDICINE | CHIROPRACTIC | X-RAY
PHYSICAL MEDICINE | REHABILITATION | ON-SITE DIGITAL
ON-SITE DIAGNOSTIC ULTRASOUND | INFUSION THERAPY

MY ERSS

LOOKING FOR A NEW HOME FORYOUR
PAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM?

Find out more about us at

II300 LINDBERGH BLVD # 110 | FORT MYERS, FL 33913
LIFESTYLESHEALTHCAREGROUP.COM + 239.334.9355

*The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to pay, cancel the payment or
be reimbursed for payment for any other services, examination or treatment which performed as a
result of and within seventy-two hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted

or reduced service, examination or treatment. Limited time. We accept most insurance plans.

DONIiT NEGLECT THE NECK!
Purchase a BOTOX membership
in July and receive a :
FREE Nectifirm Advanced

by Revision Skincare.
While Supplies last

REVISION

S KINCARE®

Friday July 19th, 2024

2PM - 5PM
HAPPIEST HOUR
Free Gift with Purchase
Raffles & Give Aways
Sample Bar
Refreshments will be served

dermanimedspa.com/fort-myers-fl

AN

\
Food & Entertainment Daily.

LI

8911 Daniels Pkwy #6, Fort Myers, FL 33912 | (239) 236-2696

239-356-STAY (7829)
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TG PLAYT

the Heart of Fort Myers Beach

GHTHOUSEISLANDRESORT.COM
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MORE 10 GELEBRATE!

Dates & descriptions provided by www.holidayinsights.com

July 11 Cheer up the Lonely Day
Cheer Up the Lonely Day is an opportunity to make a lonely person
happy. Any time you can make someone happy, you've done a good thing,
and should be proud of yourself.

July 13 Embrace Your Geekness Day
Embrace Your Geekness Day is a great day to be a Geek. Or, to know a
Geek. Spend plenty of time with your computer. Talk computer lingo and
jargon. If you are a geek, stand tall and proud.

July 17 National Ice Cream Day
When you get the urge for a snack on a hot, humid summer night, what'’s
the first thing that comes to your mind? That's right...Ice Cream! On this
day, we hope you enjoy an ice cream cone, a sundae, or a milk shake.

July 24 Parent’'s Day

National Parents Day is a special day to honor your mother and father.
And, its a time to celebrate the family structure and family values. The
family unit is an important structure for the health of children, and the
nation. That structure, and those values, are established and nurtured
by your parents. The best way to mark this day is by spending time with
your parents doing something fun. Its also important that you let them
how much they are loved and appreciated.

July 30 National Cheesecake Day
Despite being a rich, high calorie, and cholesterol filled, cheesecake is a
very popular dessert. Why? Because it tastes so good. Enjoy the day with
a piece of cheesecake, along with your favorite topping.

MINI SPA & SALON

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE CENTER, LLC

RELAX.
RENEW.
REVITALIZE.

HAIR « MASSAGE e FACIAL
NAILS « WAXING « AND MORE

GATEWAY MINI SPA
www.gatewayminispa.com

(239) 561-1150

13120 Westlinks Terrace #9
Fort Myers, FL 33913
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EVENTS

ALENDAR

July 14 - SWFL Business Alliance Networking Event With

Amanda Cochran
SWFL Business Alliance Networking Event with Amanda Cochran for Lee
County Commissioner at Beef O’ Brady’s, 2514 Santa Barbara Blvd, Cape
Coral, FL 33914 on Sunday Night, July 14th from 5 PM to 7 PM. Bring the
whole family!

July 18 - Preserve Buckingham Community Association

Meeting
Thursday, July 18th, 6:30 PM at Lee County Mosquito Control, 15191
Homestead Road. Meet the Candidates for Lee County Board of County
Commissioners District 5 representing Buckingham, Alva, and Lehigh
Acres.

July 23 - Board of Lee County Commissioners Meeting
The Board of Lee County Commissioners Meeting will be held Tuesday,
July 23,2024 at 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. The location is at 2120 Main St -
Fort Myers, FL

August 5 - Lehigh Acres Community Council
Join your fellow residents and learn updates about what's happening in
Lehigh and Lee County. The meeting is located in the community room
at the Lehigh, Lee County Sheriff’s Office, 1299 Homestead Rd, Lehigh
Acres, FL 33936. This is a voluntary organization with open meetings for
community connectivity and input.

August 8 - East Lee County Republican Club
The East Lee County Republicans monthly meeting is at the American
Legion, Post 323, 1124 Ashlar Ave., Lehigh Acres. Our guest speaker is
Matthew Thornton, candidate for Lee County Commissioner District #3;
Social/Meal is at 5:30 pm, and the Meeting is at 6:30 pm.

August 13 - A Living Vision of Alva, Inc
Gather at the Alva Community Center & Park, 21471 N River Rd, Alva,
FL 33920, every second Tuesday of the month. We will hear updates on
community concerns.

FOR MORE

LEE COUNTY CIVIC
ENGAGEMENT GROUP
CHECK OUT THIS LINK
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EAST LEE COUNTY NEW

PUBLISHER
East Lee County News, LLC | 239-908-4581 | press@eastleenews.com

DISTRIBUTION

Butch Swank | Susie Allen | Kara Tyler-Julian | Trey English | Kevin Karnes
Pat Whitehall | Dr. Veja Tillman, DMV | Rita Artwohl | Mike Welch
Sheriff Carmine Marceno | Richard Erschik

Want to be in The Roar

If you're interested in contributing any of the folowing:
OPS-ED // PRESS RELEASES // RECIPES (FOOD OR BEVERAGE)
Please email press@eastleenews.com.

If you would like to advertise & have your business promoted to
over 62k+ Residents, email press@eastleenews.com

CONTRIBUTORS PRODUCTION *+ DESIGN

Paradise Creative Group
Marlene Asta | Jennifer Scott | Jordan Batty

CUSTOMER RELATIONS
David Foetisch | Katrina Salokar

ADVERTISING INFORMATION

EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS, LLC | 239-908-4581
press@eastleenews.com | eastleenews.com

EDITORIAL BOARD
Katrina Salokar | David Foetisch | Marlene Asta

Additional copies may be picked up in boxes in the marketplace:

Fort Myers Primary and Wellness Care, 14131 Metropolis Ave, Ste 105- Ft Myers
Brightway Insurance, 9230 Daniels Pkwy- Ft Myers
Just 4 Pets, 8911 Daniels Pkwy Ft Myers

Fountain Crest, 1230 Taylor Ln- Lehigh
Roosters Produce, 15500 Palm Beach Blvd- Alva
Alva Diner, 21200 Palm Beach Blvd- Alva
Country Harvest Farms, 2300 Joel Blvd- Alva
Charleston Park, 2541 Charleston Park Dr- Alva

Call us for a list of additional pick up locations or stop by our office at:
12801 Commerce Lake Dr, Suite #26, Fort Myers, FL 33913

The East Lee County News is a monthly publication for the residents in its distribution area. We utilize material contributed
by the readers, organizations, and public relations professionals as a reporting service only. The East Lee County News is
not responsible for inaccuracies or errors that may be contained in such material. Articles are printed in as timely a fashion
as deadlines allow and on a space available basis. Goods or services advertised within this publication are not endorsed,
warranted or guaranteed by the East Lee County News, LLC. Submissions: You may submit your piece to the newspaper to
consider for publication. All submissions must be made in a modifiable computer file and emailed to: press@eastleenews.
com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com. The submissions must include your name, full residential address (no post office boxes),
your telephone number, your occupation and a short description of your background. By transmitting your piece to press@
eastleenews.com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com you agree to the following Copyright Statement: I have not submitted this
writing to any other publication. I have used my own words and ideas in this writing and agree that the newspaper may
edit my writing for publication, redistribution and commercial rights to my writing without royalty or other compensation.
The views, thoughts, and opinions expressed are the writer’s own and do not necessarily represent the views, thoughts,
and opinions of the East Lee County News.
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To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611
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Experienced. Passionate. Straightforward.

Contact Us Today For Your FREE 30-Minute Consultation
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For years Christians have been on the losing side of a battle that must E @®BUBBLEBOYSPOOLCARE [[] ©®
not be lost. That battle is for the loss of youth from the Christian
church in America that is having dire consequences for the church
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Crealive

To Know with Certainty’s purpose is to assuage doubt and build a 'SWFL BUSINESS ALLIANCE ) e )
confident faith based on evidence from the Bible, the sciences and Web Design » Destination Marketing
history. COMMUNITY & PROGRESS HAVE A NEW HOME Social Media Public Relations

+ Graphic & Print Branding
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14600 Fair Havens Road, Fort Myers, Florida 33908 service & product providers you know you can trust. FORTMYERS,FL33918
ToKnowWithCertainty.com « 239-410-2771 Learn more at www.SWFLBusinessAlliance.com PARADISECREATIVEGROUP.COM
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Form and maintain strong relationships
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. referrals from one another. Mq ke Acquire Or Build Your Own Franchise To Gain Unlimited Earning Potential.
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" .‘ f you through the steps to achieve your goals, from the
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purchasing phase to marketing.”
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SCREEN REPAIR SPECIAL
Tops are only Sides are only
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Materials In-Stock GUARANTEEDI

PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT
CALL FOR YOUR - Foram, Buckingham And Most Of Lehigh
Vo =/ =4 : “ iﬁ & HET DYNAM[ (239; 491-2203 g

,,,_,-ui‘,l’-_: : AIR CONDITIONING « HEATING - POOL HEATING
—— o | o _ REPAIR « UPDATE - MAINTAIN
WATER HEATER - HEAT RECOVERY Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

Yes, We Clean Dryer Vents! Lais E. _
& . ” ,.$ b \‘ L

(239) 210-1688 4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehl;h Acres, FL :339.71\.‘

Bringing You 20 Years of Experience! Lic. # CAC1815527 Si Hablamos Espariol  (239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com
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ESTIMATE 11:00am-10:00pm

licensed & Insured

NOW OFFERING 100% FINANCING

CONCRETE: ALUMINUM: REMODELING: ROOFING:

- PATIOS - SCREEN ENCLOSURES » KITCHENS - REPAIRS & RE-ROOFS

- SPRAYCRETE « INSULATED ROOFS - BATHS » TILE - METAL - SHINGLE

« DRIVEWAYS » ACRYLIC WINDOWS « FLOORING » TROPICAL ROOFING PRODUCTS

- PAVERS - POOL ENCLOSURES - PAINTING » SILICONE ROOF COATINGS

» DECK RESURFACING - SOFFIT & FASCIA « WINDOWS

- DECK STAINS - GUTTERS - DOORS Swwing SW i Sivcs 1979

- PRESSURE CLEANING ~ + STORM PANELS Turn Key
CALL RON (239) 872-2343 .o




Charlie
Bonacolta

Broker/Salesman

“d Fouse Sold Name”
239-994-1062

E-MAIL ADDRESS
Charlisold@gmail.com

www.charliesold.com

Charlie
Bonacolta

239-994-1062 ¢ charlisold@gmail.com

Over 40 Years
Caombined Experience!
Realty World
C. Bagans First

30 Colorado Road
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

351 BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees
s when you purchase Your home. Realty World does not charge transaction
fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

Nick Bonacolta

Salesman

E-MAIL ADDRESS
nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/
NickBonacoltaRW

239-887-0468
Nick
Bonacolta R ‘ MLS

239-887-0468 * nbonacolta@gmail.com

L | Popular Beacon Square Villa, 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH END COR-

=| NER UNIT, NEW ROOF IN 2024, nicely landscaped unit with an
enclosed front porch plus an enclosed glass rear porch with
porcelain plank tile floors leading out to the open lanai with
covered umbrella and grilling area, cathedral ceilings with
SKYLIGHT IN LIVING ROOM with new LUXURY VINYL FLOORS,
LARGE MASTER BEDROOM with private bath and walk in
closet, new commodes in both bathrooms, third bedroom currently being used an exercise
room, eat in kitchen with stainless steel appliances, built in microwave, dishwasher, range,
newer recessed can lighting, Simplisafe alarm system will convey, partial reverse osmosis
system in the kitchen, indoor laundry area with full size washer and dryer, pull down stairs
for attic storage, detached storage units on the exterior of the unit plus a door in the back
leads to a storage closet, just steps away to the newly refurbished COMMON HEATED POOL
with all new paver decking and patio furniture, shuffleboard etc, excellent location, walking
distance to stores and minutes to SR 82, I-75 and Ft Myers. Low monthly HOA fee covers all
exterior maintenance including the roof. 55+ Community, two small cats allowed, NO DOGS

Offered At .................. $179,900
Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH POOL HOME IN MARBLEBROOK

THREE BEDROOM TWO BATH POOL HOME BUILT IN 2019, located in an excellent
neighborhood atmosphere of Marble Brook, Very low HOA fees, CENTRAL WATER
AND SEWER, sidewalks, secure gated entry, walking distance to common clubhouse,
fitness center and playground, Pool was built in 2020 with spacious open deck with
light grey pavers, electric heat pump, salt water system and Baja deck in pool for
g sunning, BUILT IN FIREPIT overlooks the FENCED BACKYARD with excellent views of
the lake in the backyard as well as plenty of privacy by not having another home in
the yard, pavers in double driveway and walkways, NEWLY REMODELED KITCHEN WITH GRANITE TOPS, breakfast bar, BARNYARD
DOOR over pantry with custom built in shelving and drawers, SAMSUNG STAINLESS STEEL KITCHEN APPLIANCES, decorative stone
tile wall accents on the kitchen wall, backsplash, under breakfast bar and around entry way, spacious living room with decorative
wood accent wall overlooks the pool area, ceramic tile floors throughout with newer LUXURY VINYL FLOORS IN THE BEDROOMS with
5 inch baseboards, CROWN MOLDING, master bedroom located in the rear of the home with pool and lake views, private en suite
master bath with walk in closet, separate water closet, dual sinks and walk in shower, guest bedrooms located in the front of the
home with upgraded vanity and fixtures in the guest bath, indoor laundry room with accent wall, built in cabinets and shelving with
full size washer/dryer, double garage with auto opener, storm panels for openings, quiet low traffic street. The home is located near
schools, Veteran's park and minutes to Downtown Lehigh for shopping etc. yet minutes to -75, SR 82, Ft Myers and the airport. NO
FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED HERE. HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.
..... $380,000

ffered At ...........
239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

Charlie Bonacolta

) '“‘\4\-4;";?‘5%. 7 4
BUYERS BEWARE:

Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when you pur-
chase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction fees.
Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

HOME IN POPULAR LAKE CAMILLE AREA

Newly updated 3 bedroom 2 bath home on central water in the
popular Lake Camille Area of Lehigh with over 2,000 square
feet of living area! New luxury vinyl floors throughout the home,
§ Kitchen has been completely remodeled with quartz countertops,
| stainless steel appliances, new LED light fixtures, and a large
" island breakfast bar, the living room has also been remodeled
with a decorative stone accent wall and a beautiful Heatilator fireplace, large dining room with a
wood plank accent wall, two large guest bedrooms with plenty of closet space, new vanity with dual
sinks in the guest bathroom, along with new mirrors and fixtures, spacious master bedroom with
sliding door access to the screened lanai, large walk in closet, updated vanities with dual sinks in
the master bathroom, indoor laundry room with washer and dryer included, covered lanai with a
pass through window from the kitchen over looking the fenced backyard. Home sits on an oversized
lot, NEWER AC IN 2015, NEWER WATER HEATER IN 2017, Roof is in great shape with a 5 year roof
certification from a licensed roofer.

Offered At .................. $334,900

Nick Bonacolta 239-887-0468

nbonacolta@gmail.com

3 BEDROOM 3 BATH TWO STORY POOL HOME-UPGRADES GALORE

" UPGRADES GALORE IN THIS 3 BEDROOM 3 BATH TWO STORY POOL HOME with 2715
SQUARE FEET OF LIVING AREA, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2021, ceramic tile and
real wood floors, porcelain wood plank tile floors in the den and family room, crown
molding throughout, five inch baseboards, formal living room and dining area plus
den that could be a possible 4th and 5th bedroom with use of the spacious loft on the
second floor with built in shelving, spacious kitchen with granite countertops, island
counter, plenty of cabinet and counter space with decorative plant shelving above
the cabinets, large pantry, stainless steel appliances, wine rack, guest bath on first floor with granite tops in all bathrooms, indoor
laundry room with plenty of cabinets and built in laundry sink, SOARING HIGH CEILINGS, wooden stair case lead upstairs with Roth
iron/wood railing, master bedroom with walk in closet and in suite bathroom with dual sinks, separate garden tub and walk in shower,
all guest bedrooms are extra spacious with walk in closets, guest bath on second floor as well with tub/shower, screen enclosed in
ground heated pool/spa with electric heat pump, plenty of covered and open deck space for entertaining, beautifully landscaped
for privacy, pavers on the pool deck as well as the front driveway and walkway leading to the side entry double garage, covered
front porch, elegant lighting throughout, quiet gated community with CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER, very low monthly HOA fees of
$110 per month covers the use of the community’s expansive amenities including a large swimming pool, fully-equipped exercise
room, playground and interconnected sidewalks throughout the neighborhood. Ideally situated minutes away from Veterans' Park,
grocery stores, shopping/dining, and schools, convenience is at your doorstep. A definite must see in excellent move in condition.

Offered At .................. $525,000

charlisold@gmail.com

239-994-1062

Charlie Bonacolta
AFFORDABLE POOL HOME OVERLOOKING THE GOLF COURSE
: # Affordable POOL HOME overlooking the GOLF COURSE. Pay

w d as you play. NO HOA FEES OR MEMBERSHIPS HERE. NEW
DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2015, NEW CENTRAL HEAT
AND AIR IN 2023, NEW POOL PUMP AND EQUIPMENT IN
2023, NEW WATER HEATER IN 2023, NEW STAINLESS STEEL
APPLIANCES IN 2023, freshly painted interior, ceramic tile
floors throughout, skylights in the formal dining area with mirrored wall, eat in kitchen with
nook area and pantry, PRIVATE IN GROUND POOL WITH GREAT VIEWS OF THE GOLF COURSE,
roll down storm shutters, NEW SCREENS ON POOL CAGE, master bedroom with access to the
pool area, private bath with dual sinks, shower and walk in closet, enclosed porch with tile
floors may be used for a den or office, vaulted ceilings in the living room, quiet low traffic
street with CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER. The adjoining villa at 1927 Golfside Village Dr is
also available for sale with it's own private pool.

Offered At .................. $279,900
239-994-1062

Charlie Bonacolta

charlisold@gmail.com
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3 BEDROOM 2 BATH + DEN HOME - FULLY FENCED

Meticulously maintained 3 bedroom 2 bath home with a den,
great location close to stores and easy access to Ft. Myers
T and |-75. This home has been well maintained and boasts a

* Newer roof in 2018, Newer central heat and air, New water
| heater, 4 new impact resistant windows, and newer well

equipment. Updated stainless steel kitchen appliances, large
breakfast bar, and a pass through window from the kitchen to the den. Cathedral ceilings make
the home feel more spacious and inviting, tile floors throughout with wood laminate floors
in the bedrooms, indoor laundry room with washer and dryer included, updated vanities in
both bathrooms, large walk in closets in all 3 bedrooms, oversized 2 car garage with built
in cabinets and counterspace, pull down stairs to the attic, inviting screened front porch,
fully fenced backyard for privacy, home is located on an oversized lot with vacant lots to the
left and behind the property. NO FLOOD INSURANCE NEEDED!

Offered At .................. $313,000

239-887-0468 nbonacolta@gmail.com

Nick Bonacolta

BEDROOM 2 BATH CONDO IN GATEWAY

Convenient ground floor 2 bedroom 2 bath Condo located on
the 5th hole of Gateway Greens Championship golf course.
Bl Located right next to the community pool and mailboxes, Just
Minutes to JetBlue Park and SWFL International airport! Breakfast

1 bar in the kitchen as well as a nook for a table, split bedroom
layout for privacy. The master bedroom has a beautiful golf course view with access to the lanai,
large walk in closet, dual sinks in master bathroom, indoor laundry room with washer and dryer
included, newer water heater in 2021, Summerwind has the luxury of being close to Daniels Pkwy
by utilizing the Westlinks Dr Entrance. Gateway is a beautiful serene gated community and offers
a soccer park, dog park, bike and jog path, and more. Included in HOA fee: Comcast cable, High-
Speed WIFI, Water, Sewer, Garbage, Landscaping, Exterior Pest Control, Roof & Paint Reserves,
Building Insurance, access to pool, Etc. Owner’s just pay FPL electric!

Offered At .................. $265,000
239-887-0468

GROUND FLOOR 2

Nick Bonacolta nbonacolta@gmail.com

2 BEDROOM 2 BATH PINEWOOD CONDO

Popular Pinewood Condominium located in the last phase of
| Pinewood with stucco exterior, quiet low traffic Cul de Sac with
. B plenty of privacy, covered carport with a 26.10 X 12 screened
R ™ = lanai with access from the kitchen door directly to the screened
ks lanai, largest screened lanai in Pinewood with built in storage
cabinets and drawers and extra counterspace, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2020, ceramic tile
and wood laminate floors throughout, mirrored walls in the living room, newer front and side doors
both with screens for those nice days to let the fresh air inside, newer insulated windows for energy
efficiency, stack washer and dryer inside unit, walk in closet in the guest bedroom, bathrooms have
ceramic tile in the bathtub and shower areas, blinds on the windows, 55+ community within walking
distance to stores etc. on Homestead Rd, PETS OK. THE ROOF AND EXTERIOR IS MAINTAINED BY
THE CONDO ASSOCIATION. No Flood insurance required here. Highest elevation in Lee County.

Offered At .................. $144,900

charlisold@gmail.com

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062

LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU

MREALTY
70 \WORLD

._'.l BROKER NETWORK °

C. Bagans First YOU
30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 4
. Telephone 239-369-5892
Shellie Vahue P i
Property Manager RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com ®

239-369-5892

SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY
A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT WORKS FOR

LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT REASONABLE
RATES — NO SURCHARGE

A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH MONTHLY
STATEMENTS & CHECKS

END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!






