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My wife always 
gives me the 
business about 
how, when I 
speak with my 
old buddies, 
we merciless-
ly make fun 

of each other. It’s 100% true, we tear 
into each other something fierce. One 
of my all-time favorites that I, sadly, 
was on the receiving end of was from 
my Korean friend David, who lived in 
New York. We got to know each other 
because he was one of my first custom-
ers at my first “real” job. He liked the 

Giants. I liked the Buccaneers. I was a 
redneck. He was a Yankee. Two differ-
ent worlds, but we got along famous-
ly. Each fall, we’d make bets on NFL 
football games. If I lost, I’d send him 
something like a Guy Harvey fishing 
shirt (which he found too tacky to 
wear). If I won, he’d send me a bottle 

of wine. One time, he sent me what he 
called a Blockbuster Cabernet, which 
to me really only meant that it was ex-
pensive. He would go on and on about 
how remarkable that one Cabernet 
was. The week after it had arrived, 
he asked what food I paired this pre-
cious cabernet (Continued on Page 4) 
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Why pay Dealership prices when you can get the 
same Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

31 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE   //   ALL REPAIRS! MINOR TO MAJOR    //   SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS   //   LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED!

Front or Rear Brake Job
CARS

$285.00
TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs

$315.00
Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.
Disc brakes only. Rotors Included.
Offer expires 08/31/24.

MV93177

Owner Michael StanekOwner Michael Staneksame Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

$315
Excludes over 3/4 Ton or larger Trucks.
Disc brakes only. Rotors Included.

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a fi lter
*Oil disposal additional cost

Full Synthetic Oil Change

$8999 239-851-5352

OPEN
Monday - Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

410 Leonard Blvd N. Unit 4
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 

includes 5 quarts 
of oil and a fi lter
*Oil disposal additional cost

Synthetic Blend Oil Change

$5099

Introducing Mike Hollow, a Write-In Candidate for Sheriff
By Mike Hallow | Write-In Candidate for Lee County Sheriff 

I am Mike Hollow, running to be your 
next Sheriff of Lee County. As a tenured 
Deputy with the Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Office for nearly 17 years, with experi-
ence in Patrol, Criminal Investigations, 
K9, and Internal Affairs as the unit’s 
Commander, I plan to lead with the in-
tegrity and expertise that the Sheriff ’s 
Office and the taxpayers deserve. 
My candidacy is far from self-serving. 
After the last six years of the current 
Sheriff and his administration stripping 
every fiber of the strength and flourish-
ing morale of the Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Office, I have decided to be the voice for 
many who cannot speak to the wide-
spread issues within the agency. Many 
current employees see monumental 
failures at the agency’s administrative 
levels but will inevitably face retaliation 
if they speak up or vote against the cur-
rent administration. They want change, 
and the taxpayers need better, more 
professional results. 
I am proposing significant changes to 
the agency, each lending to a strength-
ened law enforcement agency to protect 
Lee County. It will take an aggressive 
approach to restructure the tangled-up 
agency, starting at the top. The Sher-
iff HAS to go, and his administration 
needs to leave with him. Sheriff Marce-
no is a true RINO—he has bled the 
agency of its funding on awful and ir-
responsible purchases totaling millions 
of dollars. Marceno is utterly inept in 

running the largest agency in county 
government. By all reports, Marcino 
has needlessly restructured numerous 
systems and processes within the agen-
cy, costing valuable workforce and re-
sources, and altered the landscape that 
allowed the agency to function normal-
ly and maintain strong employee mo-
rale for decades. 
I know the citizens of our county and 
the agency’s employees deserve better, 
and these are just a few ways I will keep 
my promise of making the Lee County 
Sheriff ’s Office great again. 
FORENSIC AUDIT
The Taxpayers of the County fund the 
Lee County Sheriff ’s Office budget. It 
totals approximately $300 million this 
year. The current sheriff has increased 
this budget each year since taking of-
fice, and we all have seen the foolish 
ways he spends it. 
—He opened a petting zoo, costing the 
taxpayer a million dollars. Construc-
tion and maintenance likely cost tens 
of thousands more per year. It generates 
ZERO revenue. 
—He purchased THREE food trucks 
and turned them into ice cream trucks, 
which hands out ice cream for free. It is 
great marketing for him, but it costs the 
taxpayer thousands. He uses sworn dep-
uties to operate them; the lowest-paid 
sworn deputy’s salary is $62,000 plus 
healthcare and retirement, making 

these the highest-paid ice cream shop 
employees, ever. 
—LCSO’s fleet of vehicles is REQUIRED 
to be serviced externally at a dealership; 
the single most expensive way to have 
your vehicle serviced. Meanwhile, the 
agency still employs an entire staff and 
maintains a facility equipped to service 
the fleet. 
—He bought an AIRPLANE. It cost 
the taxpayer over $1.5 million. It does 
not serve any tactical purpose. Fuel, 
maintenance, pilots, storage, you do the 
math. 
These are just a few examples of how the 
current Sheriff loves to spend money. 
There is much more wasteful spending. 
The Sheriff will tell you that he didn’t 
use taxpayer funds, which is simply un-
true. Wherever the money came from, 
the sheriff should have used it more 
wisely, and I worry about the money we 
don’t see. 
TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
Before the current Sheriff decimated 
it, the Lee County Sheriff ’s Office had 
nearly 40 Deputies assigned to the Traf-
fic Unit. Today, there are less than 15 
members. The current Sheriff constant-
ly applauds the agency’s efforts related 
to traffic enforcement. Still, I know his 
assertion that he has the traffic problem 
under control is a pitiful attempt to cov-
er up his inability to manage this issue 
properly. Our population here in Lee 
County has increased drastically, as has 
the traffic enforcement problem. It has 
reached a breaking point. Every day, we 
see motorists ignore red lights, reckless 
and aggressive driving, including sig-
nificant speeding, increased traffic ac-
cidents, and, most importantly—DUI’s. 
If he had never been given the power to 
SIGNIFICANTLY SHRINK the size of 
the traffic unit, there would have been 
sufficient manpower to address this is-
sue. 
I will make this change. We will have 
a strong and well-trained Traffic Unit. 
The members of the traffic unit will be 
empowered to enforce the law to the 
letter to combat the problems that the 
current Sheriff has allowed to grow out 
of control. 
REALLOCATION OF RESOURCES 
Currently, the agency has 18 people 
ranked Commander or Higher with-
in the Law Enforcement Bureau (only 
one-half of the agency), creating the 
epitome of the “too many Chiefs and 

not enough Indians” scenario. Many 
of these are high-paid middle manage-
ment who are back at headquarters or 
behind a desk, not assigned to the units 
performing the work the citizens need 
most. When I started as a deputy in 
2004, with a population of 520,000, we 
had five to six deputies working at night 
per district. Today, with over 820,000 
people in Lee County, only seven and 
eight deputies work at night per district. 
The result is longer response times and 
more time-consuming calls for service. 
Also, this results in decreased morale 
and the deteriorating mental health of 
those deputies who have to carry an im-
possible workload with no additional 
support. 
The Lee County Sheriff ’s Office is one 
of the largest entities within Lee County 
as a whole, not just within the govern-
ment. It is home to almost two thou-
sand employees. The people love their 
mission of public service. Within the 
last six years, they have watched it dete-
riorate into a dictatorship riddled with 
low morale and favoritism benefiting 
those who bow to the Sheriff ’s admin-
istration. I understand the citizens and 
taxpayers of the county may not under-
stand the effects of the agency’s inner 
workings. However, I can promise you 
that fostering a toxic work environment 
like this current Sheriff has managed 
most definitely translates to unhappy 
employees and reduces their passion 
and excitement for the job. 
I want a more secure Lee County; Mar-
cino’s current rhetoric regarding crime 
statistics doesn’t reflect the reality of the 
citizens’ feelings. I want our deputies to 
be tenacious and passionate in combat-
ting crime, not just used as pawns in 
the current Sheriff ’s endeavor to be the 
most popular politician. I want a fis-
cally responsible agency; the excessive 
spending and needless purchases must 
stop. Finally, I want true transparen-
cy. Elected officials are supposed to be 
there as representatives of the people 
who elected them to serve. The voters 
and residents of Lee County deserve an 
honest Sheriff who won’t cover up his 
wrongdoings but rather lead with hon-
esty and integrity every day. 
Remember my name. I’m Mike Hollow. 
Write my name on your ballot for Sher-
iff on November election day.
I look forward to serving you. For more 
information, follow Mike at Write Mike 
Hollow for Sheriff on Facebook.com.  

Paid for by Mike Hollow, write-in candidate for Lee County Sheriff. 

LEE COUNTY SHERIFF
Paid for by Mike Hollow, write-in candidate for Lee County Sheriff
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*Based On 30 Year Fixed 5.5% FHA Mortgage With 3% 
Down Payment. Payment Reflects Principle & Interest Only! 1400 Homestead Road N • 239-369-6161

THINKING OF SELLING?
WHAT IS IT WORTH?

Call Today For a FREE Market 
Analysis of Your Property

NO OBLIGATION!

CALL TODAY

239-369-6161

RENTALS
Available

STARTING at

$1,400
CALL TODAY!

239-491-3300

Available

LOTS FOR

SALE!

1/4 Acre Lots   
from $17,000
1/2 Acre Lots   
from $22,900

LUIS GONZALEZ 239-269-9931   

luisfgonzalez@yahoo.com

GORGEOUS, BRAND NEW

4BD/3BA home with double car garage. 
The perfect blend of comfort and security. 
Beautifully appointed interior, hurricane 
windows, and sliders. No expense has been 
spared in the construction or the attention to 
detail.

$419,900

ROXANN VEKICH 239-823-1402   

theveks2000@aol.com

NO FEES, NO FLOOD

INSURANCE

Wonderfully maintained 3BR/2BA salt water 
pool home in one of the most desirable 
neighborhoods in Lehigh Acres. The roof was 
replaced in 2023.

$389,999

URSZULA GALEK 847-830-4722   

ursularealtor@yahoo.com

NEAR OAKWOOD

Spacious 3BD/2BA inground pool home. 
Almost 1,700 sq. ft. of living area. Complete 
appliance package. Newer roof and solid CBS 
construction. Walking distance to everything. 
The property needs some updating but the 
value is priced at $399,900.

$379,900

ESPERENCIA CADET     239-478-5492   

espycadet@gmail.com

YOUR DREAM HOUSE 

AWAITS!

This stunning 3 bedroom 2 bath gem built in 
2019 features a modern kitchen, luxurious 
master suite, and serene screen porch. 
Nestled on an oversized corner lot. Don’t miss 
out! Call to schedule a private viewing.

$319,900

MARTHA NEAULT 239-822-2822   

marthaneault@gmail.com

IT’S A WINNER!!

Beautiful 3BR/2BA home has a lanai and 
fenced backyard, split floorplan, breakfast bar, 
lots of kitchen storage and workspace, and 
spacious master bedroom.

$318,900

PAUL JACOBS 239-371-1365

agentpauljacobs@gmail.com

LAKE CAMILLE 2/2

2BR/2BA Pool home with handicap features. 
New roof in 2024, wind-rated doors and double 
pane windows and garage door, ceramic tile 
floors, nicely landscaped yard, mature fruit 
trees, and central water on oversized lot.

$308,900

LYNNE BRANLTEY 239-491-3300   

schirmer5@aol.com

NICELY FRESHENED UP

3/2/2 on a corner lot, new interior paint, great 
location just off Bell Blvd., and roof new in 
2022! Easy care tile floors throughout.

$299,900

PAM DICKINSON 239-887-0837

pamsellsit@gmail.com

MADE FOR THE FAMILY

You can’t go wrong with this well-cared-
for home with city water, close to banking, 
shopping and restaurants, over 2,200 sq. ft. 
of A/C with a large kitchen, and an oversized 
corner lot.

$298,000

KAREN MAKOWSKI       607-259-9289   

karenrealtor33905@gmail.com

SUNSET LAKE CONDO

Beautiful 2-story condo with pool views, and 
2 parking spaces. Spacious open floor plan, 
upstairs bedrooms with private baths. A must-
see!

$175,000

GUERLINE JEAN FORT  239-672-5137   

guerlinejeanfort3realestate@gmail.com

ORANGE GROVE CONDO

2/2 Beautifully updated, meticulously 
maintained condo in a 55+ community. 
Extremely low condo fees. Within walking 
distance to public transportation. Roof 
replaced in 2028.

$159,900

JENNIFER STAPLES 309-721-1641

jen.staples22@gmail.com

OUTBACK MATTERS!

What makes this condo different from most 
in the complex is the amazing backyard view. 
Also, the BBQ/picnic area is close by for family 
or neighbor gatherings. The interior has tile 
and laminated flooring and screened lanai. 

$139,900

LARAQUE MORISSAINT  239-989-4739   

laraquemorissaint1@gmail.com

FAIRWAYS CONDO 2/2

First floor 2BR/2BA in the Fairways II. Lots 
of updates throughout, tile floors, impact 
windows, steps to the pool, and public 
transportation.

$129,900

CBPPI.com • 239-369-6161 • 800-320-8144
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Tyler Smith, Agency Owner Chris Mitchell, Agency Owner

All Your Insurance Needs Under One All Your Insurance Needs Under One RoofRoof
Home  Flood  Auto  Motorcycle  Boat

The insurance agency reinvented around The insurance agency reinvented around you.® you.® 

Give us a call or visit us online for a FREE Quote
on your Home, Auto or Flood Insurance.

The Smith & Mitchell Agency
(239) 603-8200

www.smithandmitchellagency.com

• Local, Expert Insurance Counsel
• More Choice in Insurance Companies
• True Peace o Mind
• Insurance the Way It’s Supposed To Be

2 LOCATIONS2 LOCATIONS
to Better Serve You!to Better Serve You!

9230 Daniels Parkway
Fort Myers, Florida 33912

1205 Piper Boulevard
Naples, Florida 34110

The Elusive Big Cypress Fox Squirrel
By Kara Tyler-Julian | Biologist 

Have you ever seen a small mammal 
running through the woods and won-
dered to yourself, “Was that a fox? 
A squirrel? A badger? Chupacabra?” 
Well, if that furry friend looked like a 
very large squirrel with a long bushy 
tail, chances are it was the elusive fox 
squirrel. In Southwest Florida, there 
are two subspecies of the fox squirrel 
that you may be lucky enough to see, 
the Southern (or Sherman’s) fox squir-
rel, Sciurus niger shermani, and the Big 
Cypress fox squirrel, Sciurus niger avi-
cennia.

South of the Caloosahatchee River, if 
you happen to spy one of these large, 
fluffy rodents, it is most likely the 
Big Cypress fox squirrel, which is a 
state-threatened species. These strik-
ing creatures come in a variety of dif-
ferent colors such as gray, buff, red-
dish-brown, black, or somewhere in 
between. This subspecies is only found 
at the southern end of Florida. Like oth-
er species of squirrel, the fox squirrel 
builds its nests in trees, but otherwise 
spends much of its time on the ground 
foraging for food. These squirrels 
feed on a variety of food items such as 
acorns, pine seed cones, cabbage palm 
fruit, saw palmetto berries, and many 
more native plant fruits and seeds. Ad-

ditionally, biologists in the 
Big Cypress Natural Pre-
serve conducted a study 
on the diet of this species 
and also documented the 
lubber grasshopper as an 
important food source for 
this species. Another rea-
son to love the much-ma-
ligned insect featured in 
last month’s article.
The Big Cypress fox squir-
rel prefers open woodland 
habitats such as pine for-
ests, cypress swamp for-
ests, mangrove swamps, 
and other similar habitats 
that feature an open tree 
canopy and sparse under-
story. Such habitats are 
examples of natural Flor-
ida habitats maintained 
by fire, which are becom-
ing more and more rare 
as they are destroyed and 
fragmented by the ram-
pant development destroying much of 
our beautiful state. Habitat loss and de-
struction is one of the main threats to 
this and other native species.
If you want to help preserve this charis-
matic species and others like it, the best 

thing to do is support policies and or-
ganizations that prioritize the conser-
vation and management of native habi-
tats in this area. If you would like to 
encourage this species in your own 
yard, rather than putting out feeders 
full of unnatural food items, try plant-

ing more native plants in your yard that 
produce some of their favorite fruits: 
saw palmettos, cabbage palms, slash 
pine trees, oaks, wax myrtles, pond ap-
ples, and more, and don’t forget to keep 
the lubbers around for this squirrel to 
snack on.  

with for dinner. I was happy to reply, 
“Grilled hotdogs and baked beans.” 
Man, he did not appreciate hearing 
that! Back to the NFL, we made a 
bet on the Super Bowl that year, and 
I was sure my team was winning and 
was not shy about sharing it. Well, the 
dreaded Monday after arrived, and I 
had been 100% wrong about which 
team was going to Disney World. So, I 
was, um, we’ll call it, crabby. My bud-
dy, of course, called that very morning 
all bright and cheerful. He opened the 
conversation with: “You’re so good at 
picking football games that I will now 
only refer to you as Nostradumbsa-
ss.” (I added the “s” after “b” because 
this is a family show) Anyhow, after 
hearing this opener, I paused a second 
and then uncontrollably laughed. It 
was pure genius! Right when I was the 
most down, at the perfect moment, 
he swooped in and dropped one of 
the world’s most perfect zingers on 
me. I could not help but laugh and 
appreciate his f lawlessly performed 
jab. This was around 2000, so there 
was no internet to provide you with a 
good joke. That humdinger was total-
ly from his brain, which was another 
reason it was so damn funny. I guess 

in modern times, if dudes no longer 
physically battle each other, we’ve had 
to find a different method and switch 
to mental battling. We do tear into 
each other, and we like it. It’s how we 
vent and make each other laugh, and, 
yes, chicks just don’t get it.

Guess what? That is perfectly fine. 
Men and women are not the same, 
despite what some would like you to 
believe. In this modern day, I know it 
sounds like heresy to say that, but how 
about some objective truth to back 
up my point? Teens raised without 
fathers represent 71% of high school 
dropouts. 90% percent of homeless 
and runaway children come from 
fatherless homes. 85% percent of all 
children who show behavioral disor-
ders come from fatherless homes. The 
facts clearly show that having a father 
in the home tremendously improves 
a child’s odds of success later in life. 
Man, I started with that joke and now 
have totally bummed you out. Fear 
not! I have a cool quote by Charles 
Kettering to provide some optimism: 
“A problem well stated is a problem 
half solved.”

The problem is that we, as a society, 

have basically gone to war with mas-
culinity, and its effects are seen ev-
erywhere. Clearly, it impacts kids but 
it’s also affecting our future. Young 
men have heard for their whole life 
that they’re toxic. It’s no wonder more 
and more are essentially dropping out 
of society since their society doesn’t 
want them. Would you remain part 
of any group for long if you were 
told you’re toxic by that group? No, 
you wouldn’t. Here’s a thought ex-
periment if you’re still on the fence: 
Think of a TV show with a fit, healthy, 
strong, and well-adjusted dad. I sure 
can’t come up with one. The dad from 
Modern Family is as close as I can get, 
but most often, he’s portrayed as a 
dithering idiot—which is not exactly a 
good fatherly role model. Current so-
ciety seems to favor this new phrase: 
Boys can’t be boys.

How exactly is all this affecting Amer-
ica’s future? In April of this year, the 
CDC stated that the general fertility 
rate in the US decreased, again, by 3%, 
which means America is now at a his-
toric low for making babies. Sad, truly 
sad. I think most have heard this 
maxim: “Hard times create strong 

men, strong men create good times, 
good times create weak men, and 
weak men create hard times.” Well, we 
are living in this exact situation. 
Something’s got to give to turn this 
around, and I have a simple solution 
in mind. Let’s get back to celebrating 
both masculinity and femininity and 
stop pretending we’re the same. We’re 
not. It’s that simple. We should also 
stop glorifying the divisive and truly 
toxic members of our society. Instead, 
we should elevate the best examples of 
America’s men and women so our 
kids can have true role models to em-
ulate. It really is that simple, and you 
can help. For example, if we take time 
to commend a young man for doing 
something challenging, even if it end-
ed in failure, the effort should be 
commended, nonetheless. If you see a 
boy or young man venturing out and 
trying to achieve anything of difficul-
ty, praise them. Trust me, that confi-
dence-boosting shot in the arm will 
go a long way. Let’s face it: guys don’t 
get many compliments, nor have we 
historically needed them. But, these 
days, if we can shower enough posi-
tive encouragement on our young 
men, we can get this ship righted.   

Nostradamus  (Continued From Page 1)
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(239) 543-3100
www.FortMyersPestControl.com

PEST
CONTROL
SERVICE

Don’t let pests take over your
home—call us for top-notch
pest control services today!

Our Services Include:

Household Pests

Bed Bugs

Mosquito Control

Termite Control

Lawn/Turf Management

Specialty Pests

YOUR PEST SOLUTION
Say goodbye to pesky invaders with 
Fort Myers Pest Control, 
your trusted partner in pest control.

WHY CHOOSE US?
• Expert Technicians
• Eco-Friendly Solutions
• Comprehensive Services
• Preventive Measures
• Timely Response

WE
SAFEGUARD YOUR

HOME FROM
PEST INFESTATION

The Evolution of the World-Famous Buckingham Blues Bar
By Tommy Lee Cook  
When I closed on the Buckingham Blues Bar property 
on August 1st of 2002, the establishment had recently 
been voted the “Number One Lousiest Bar” in the five 
counties of Southwest Florida. Local biker groups had 
compiled a list of the twenty biggest s***holes in May 
2002, and it had been on that list as well. Deservedly 
so, and I was a patron for many years, going back to 
the early 80s.

The building had fallen into disrepair: poor plumbing, 
a failing AC system, a leaking roof, a jungle of a back-
yard on two acres—a mess in every way for almost 
anyone to un-
dertake reviv-
ing. As a gen-
eral contractor, 
we jumped on 
it and, within 
three and a half 
months, had 
completed a to-
tal renovation. 
Inside, outside, 
and our cool 
backyard was 
completed, too. 
That’s when the 
evolution be-
gan to shake off 
the image and 
reputation that 
the biker group 
had so crowned 
number one.

I have been a 
musician and 
s i nger-s ong-
writer for de-
cades, releasing 
a vinyl album 
in 1985 of my 
own music, 
Southern Soul/Tommy Lee Cook. I was still playing 
and writing at the time I purchased the bar, so an in-
side and outside stage was built with the dream of hav-

ing a cool Blues club in the middle of nowhere, a place 
for original music, primarily Blues. Blues is a broad 
category—it’s slow, fast, happy, sad—it’s the Mama 
and Daddy of modern music, that’s the Blues, and I felt 
it would be a perfect fit.

The first original act I booked was a harmonica player 
and singer/songwriter, Pat Ramsey, one of the best in 
the business. Next was a young East Coast guitar sling-
er and singer/songwriter, Albert Castiglia, formerly 
with Junior Wells. Pat has since passed away, and Al-
bert has become one of the top names international-

ly in the Blues 
world. In fact, 
Albert has a 
Billboard Top 
10 album out 
right now and a 
catalog of some 
of the best orig-
inal music in 
the world. In 
the almost 23 
years since we 
opened the 
doors over 
4,000 shows 
have been done 
inside and out 
with the best 
original acts in 
the world. Del-
bert McClin-
ton, Selwyn 
B i r c h w o o d , 
Damon Fowler, 
JP Soars, Victor 
Wa i nw r ig ht , 
and Leroy Par-
nell, to name-
drop a short 
list.  

On August 15th, we will be hosting a super-group 
formed from some of the members listed above, 
Southern Hospitality, for what will be a sold-out show. 

In December, JJ Grey and Mofro, another huge inter-
national act, will wow 1,000 people in our backyard, 
another show that will sell out quickly.    

The Buck, as we call it, caters to people of all ages and 
walks of life. It has become a magical place for music 
lovers to meet and relax with some of the most talented 
acts in the world sharing their original music show af-
ter show. Now, a search for Florida Blues bars will find 
us at “Number One” or close, only this time it’s a list 
we are proud to be on.  

Buckingham Blues Bar Event Calendar: wwww.buckinghambar.com The Famous Backyard ‘49 (Photo by James Kennedy)

Out Back at the Buck with Tommy Lee

Blues Fest at the Buck with Selwyn Birchwood

Southern Hospitality August 15, 2024
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LOOKING FOR
ANSWERS?

Get what you’re looking for at
LIFESBASICQUESTIONS.COM

NETWORKING AT ITS FINEST
The SWFL Business Network invites you to two of

our Networking meals. Breakfast or Lunch, your choice!
Weekly Wednesday Lunch

Connection Meeting
Every Wednesday • 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM

(Meeting starts at noon)

BEEF O’BRADY’S
2514 Santa Barbara Blvd

Cape Coral, FL 33914

Weekly Friday Breakfast
Connection Meeting

Every Friday • 7:30 AM to 9:30 AM
(Come and go as you please)

European-American Bakery
12450 Metro Pkwy

Fort Myers, FL 33966

THIRD FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH
12:00PM TO 1:30PM

BEEF O’BRADY’S CAPE CORAL
2514 SANTA BARBARA BLVD

CAPE CORAL, FL 33914 

NETWORK, SOCIALIZE, AND
CONNECT WITH THE PROFESSIONAL 

WOMEN OF THE COMMUNITY. 

MEETING IS FREE - PLUS THE COST OF LUNCH

INVITES YOU
TO JOIN US
INVITES YOU
TO JOIN US

WWW.SWFLBUSINESSNETWORK.COM • 239-470-5611

Map of Lee County, Florida Areas Awarded With Broadband Grants 

Car Insurance in Florida Continues to Increase
By Terri Lewis, BSEE, MBA | Director of Planet Connected 

Recent data has positioned Florida as the 7th most ex-
pensive state for car insurance in the US. However, if 
Florida were to match the US average, it could poten-
tially save residents a staggering $1.65 billion. 

Recently, Insurify updated the data from June 2022 to 
June 2024 for drivers aged between 20-70 with a clean 
driving record and average or better credit. The US av-
erage for full coverage is $2,329. For Florida, the aver-

age car insurance is $3,200. Data from the Insurance 
Research Council in 2021 showed that Lee County 
residents pay even higher insurance on average than 
other Floridians.  
While housing costs continue to be a challenge for 
many, there are signs in Lee County that housing pric-
es may have peaked. A reduction in interest rates could 
provide added relief. However, there is no relief in sight 
for car insurance.  
It’s Time for Action: historically, rates in Florida are 
driven by three critical factors; 

• Frequency and Severity of Accidents
• Uninsured Motorists
• Legal Climate

The frequency and severity of accidents need to be ad-
dressed by Florida Department of Transportation, lo-
cal officials, and in partnership with law enforcement. 
Safer road designs are long-term investments with the 
most significant returns.
State legislatures must address uninsured motorists 
and the legal climate. Other states have addressed the 
issues, providing an opportunity to benchmark and 
adopt logical policies. Heck, if we’d get to the US aver-
age, who would say no to a $1.65 billion cost reduction 
for residents of Florida? Even more important, it would 
also mean that many more people would not lose their 
lives on our roads.   

Terri Lewis, BSEE, MBA, is the Director of Planet Con-
nected, an Industrial Technology Consulting organization 
based in Fort Myers. She is currently pursuing a Master’s 
of Science in Civil Engineering—Smart Cities from the 
University of Central Florida.Data: Insurify; Map: Alice Feng/Axios

Average Annual Cost of Full-Coverage Car Insurance
Average between June 2022 and June 2024 for drivers between 20-70 with a clean record and 
average or better credit.

Exciting news for Alva and Lehigh Acres! In 2023 and 2024, Lee 
County received several significant Broadband grant awards. 
These awards, part of the Broadband Opportunity Grant Pro-
gram, will play a crucial role in bringing high-speed broadband 
options to our community.

In 2023, the State of Florida awarded over two million dollars to add 68.31 miles 
of fiber optic cable to provide 1,196 unserved locations within Lee County with 
symmetrical download and upload speeds of 1GB.
The areas targeted for the grant are Olga, Alva, and Lehigh Acres. Comcast, in 
collaboration with local community leaders and organizations, is actively work-
ing through its project cycle (permitting, construction) to deploy services in these 
areas. 

Why is broadband critical?
Broadband, with its transformative power, offers opportunities to participate in 
online education and distance learning. From elementary-age students learning 
about earth sciences to working adults taking courses towards a new certifica-
tion, bachelor’s, or master’s degree, the impacts, outcomes, and possibilities are 
enormous. 
However, the benefits of broadband access extend beyond education. They also 
have a profound impact on healthcare and social services. From receiving care 
virtually through a Telehealth encounter to participating in communities of care, 
broadband opens up a world of opportunities.  
For more information, visit:
www.leegov.com/broadband
www.floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-development/broadband/
broadband-opportunity-program

By Joseph Maguire
PHOTO: Joseph Maguire

New High-Speed Broadband Options Coming to Alva and Lehigh
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HELP YOUR CHILD LOOK THEIR BEST 
WITH A FRESH HAIRCUT AT THE START 

OF THE 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR!

hair | nails | waxing | packages | gift certificates
Amy | Debbie | Brittany | Lori | Kendra

11300 Lindbergh Blvd, #108 (Next to Norman Love)

www.trendsetters� .com 239.768.6861

239-270-5721
www.Just4PetsFL.vet
8911 Daniels Parkway, Suite 7 | Fort Myers, FL 33912

WELLNESS
PROMOTING

WELLNESS & SICK PET EXAMS
DENTAL CLEANING & SURGERY
FULL IN-HOUSE DIAGNOSTICS
CAR SIDE or IN-CLINIC VISITS

FULL-SERVICE HOSPITAL
EXAM ROOMS SANITIZED BETWEEN

APPOINTMENTS

MAKE AN
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon  |  Tues  |  Thurs:  8AM to 6PM 

Fri: 8AM to 5 PM  •  Wed: By Appointment Only
Open First Saturdays of Every Month, 8AM to 12PM

Who is Bert Harris, 
and why is everybody 
talking about him? 
Bert J. Harris, Jr. was 
a farmer, a ranch-

er, and a state representative. Among 
his many achievements, he is most 
well-known for championing private 
property rights in Florida. His legacy 
continues to influence local planning 
commission meetings and is frequently 
invoked to explain land use decisions.

The year 1995 was a momentous turn-
ing point in Florida’s land use law. That 
year was responsible for delivering the 
most significant property rights leg-
islation in the country, the so-called 
“Bert J. Harris, Jr., Private Property 
Rights Protection Act,” commonly 
known as the Bert Harris Act. This 
landmark legislation aimed to safe-
guard private property owners from 
excessive governmental interference. 
It provides a mechanism for property 
owners to seek monetary compensa-
tion when government actions place an 
undue burden on their property’s value 
or use. Specifically, the Act gives a pri-
vate property owner the right to make 
a claim for monetary damages when a 
governmental entity inordinately bur-
dens an existing use of real property or 
a vested right to a specific use of real 
property. Fla. Stat. § 70.001(2). The Bert 
Harris Act quickly established itself as 
a critical component of Florida’s overall 
land use scheme, one of the most elabo-
rate in the nation. 

Specifically, the Bert Harris Act per-
mits landowners to recover money 
against state and local entities when 
the government unduly interferes with 
their property. It is a method by which 
private property owners can recover if 
their property experiences a significant 
reduction in value due to government 
action. This body of law is separate and 
distinct from the takings law, which 

entitles landowners to just compensa-
tion when the government takes their 
land outright for public use. The Bert 
Harris Act compensates property own-
ers for government action that does not 
amount to a complete constitutional 
taking. Fla. Stat. § 70.001(1).

Who was responsible for pushing such 
property rights legislation? Large, in-
stitutional property owners and politi-
cians from both parties who were con-
cerned about unprecedented land use 
regulations that threatened landown-
ers’ established (vested) rights. While 
the Act has undoubtedly done some 
good, many feel disenfranchised by its 
effects, including several communi-
ties in Lee County. In retrospect, Bert 
J. Harris, Jr. himself expressed doubts 
about the legislation’s impact. Despite 
the Act being originally intended to 
protect property owners from the gov-
ernment, Harris, Jr. clarified that he 
never contemplated 
the Act being a weap-
on for developers.

So, what is the Bert 
Harris Act? It is in-
tended to protect 
property owners who 
are treated unfairly by 
government officials, 
whose vested property 
rights are confiscated 
by an overreaching 
government. To put it 
bluntly, the Bert Har-
ris Act does not apply 
to property owners at-
tempting to “upzone” 
their properties by in-
creasing the existing 
density, intensity, or 
uses permitted under 
existing law. The Act 
was aimed at protect-
ing property owners 
so that they could 

maintain the existing use of their prop-
erties and pursue any foreseeable use.  

What the Bert Harris Act is not—de-
spite apparent cries to the contrary 
and noticeable misconceptions, nei-
ther the Bert Harris Act nor the U.S. 
Constitution provides property owners 
with a guarantee of maximum profits 
or an unassailable right to approval of 
all development proposals. Local deci-
sion-makers are not bound to approve 
developments simply because a prop-
erty owner invokes the Act. Unfortu-
nately, some county commissions and 
planners across the state have errone-
ously claimed that their hands are tied, 
using the Act as a reason to approve de-
velopments they might otherwise scru-
tinize more thoroughly. With hands 
up and shoulders shrugged, these deci-
sion-makers have urged their disgrun-
tled constituents that there is nothing 
they can do but to approve certain de-

velopments. This defensive declaration 
misses the mark. 
In reality, the Bert Harris Act is meant 
to protect property owners, not to grant 
developers the power to coerce local 
governments into approving projects. 
It is essential for local planning com-
missions to understand that the Act 
was never intended to be a blanket en-
dorsement for all development propos-
als. Instead, it was meant to balance 
property rights with reasonable land 
use regulations, ensuring that property 
owners are compensated for undue 
burdens, without undermining local 
land use authority. This Act has un-
doubtedly had a chilling effect on land 
use regulations and innovation. How-
ever, local planning commissions are 
not permitted to abuse land codes and 
processes by taking refuge behind the 
Bert Harris Act. It was simply never in-
tended to assume such a role.  

By Nathan Cochran
PHOTO: Nathan Cochran, Student at the University of Florida Levin College of Law, Class of 2025

The Bert Harris Act—What It Is and What It Isn’t

Burt Harris Law: Twisted Legacies
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OFFICE: (239) 936-4222 • CELL: (239) 872-7653
www.LeeCountyLand.com • ReMaxRiverAndRanch@Gmail.com

RE/MAX HALL OF FAME SALES AWARD • PLATINUM SALES AWARD
RE/MAX LEADERS & LEGENDS PUBLICATION • CHAIRMAN SALES AWARD

Let A Licensed Broker From

Evaluate Your Land Or Home

Painting with Unparalleled Quality,
Value and Customer Service

2niceguys.net  |  (239) 690-1479
Licensed & Insured #CGC1526754

Call Today For A Free Consultation
For Your Home or Business

A Family Owned & Operated Business
Committed to Excellence in Craftsmanship

Mention Seeing Our Ad in the East Lee County News!

A DIVISION OF

Give your home a finished look. 
A little paint equals big impact!

Beautifying Southwest Florida Since 2003

2 Nice Guys, Inc,
I n t e r i o r  a n d  E x t e r i o r  P a i n t i n g

Hello, Southwest Florida! My name is Mike Colombo, and 
I am running for Circuit Court Judge in the 20th Judicial 
Circuit.
I am 52 years old and decided to run for Circuit Court 
Judge because I believe I have the proper qualifications, 
including legal and life experience. I am a trial attorney 
with over two decades of legal experience, including com-

pleting over 100 trials to verdict. My experience includes representing plaintiffs, 
defendants, and the State.
I would like to share some of my background with you, the voters: 
I was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, to Italian immigrant parents. My mom, 
Lydia Colombo (now deceased), was a famous seamstress in the late 1960s, con-
structing custom dresses in New York City for celebrities Jacqueline Kennedy, 
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s daughters, Happy Rockefeller, Ben Gazzara, and 
Natalie Wood. My mom’s stunning custom-made wedding dress for Lynda Bird 
Johnson in 1967 has been seen by millions. I know the value of family, as my mom 
left behind her celebrity clients to raise myself and my sister in Connecticut. My 
father was also a trade worker, installing and fixing furnaces in neighborhoods 
throughout the Fairfield County, Connecticut community.
I grew up watching my parents work long hours, well into the night, to put food 
on the table and send me to school. My humble upbringing taught me family 
values, loyalty, hard work, integrity, and character.
I received a bachelor’s degree in psychology from the University of Scranton (PA), 
with a concentration in criminal justice, in 1994. I went to Quinnipiac University 
School of Law in Hamden, CT., graduating in the top 1/3 of my class in May 2000. 
I have dyslexia, and many school professionals advised me that being a lawyer 
would never happen. However, I proved them all wrong. I passed the Connecticut 
bar in July 2000. I quickly began a noteworthy career as a trial attorney, working 
for the State Attorney’s Office in Connecticut, never losing a jury trial in 4 years. 
I then wanted to learn and absorb other areas of the law, working as a criminal 
defense attorney and civil plaintiff ’s attorney for several years. I argued in front 
of the Connecticut Supreme Court in 2008 on a civil law issue, where I was the 
lead counsel against an insurance company.
I also represented a firefighter against the City of Stamford (Connecticut) re-

garding employment discrimination, where my work created a new precedent 
for firefighter promotional testing. Early in my career, I demonstrated a proven 
track record of fighting for justice against opponents who were considered “legal 
giants” in the community. Size does not matter to me, as the legal profession is 
solely about JUSTICE, which MUST be blind.
In June 2009, I worked as a Special Agent with the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS). After going through their rigorous background screening and 
gaining Top Secret Clearance, I dedicated the following years to public service. I 
was stationed on the Northern Border and handled a wide variety of criminal 
cases as a Special Agent, including human trafficking, terrorism, child exploita-
tion, immigration, and drug trafficking. My skills were recognized, as DHS made 
me one of the lead collateral case agents on the 2010 New York City Times Square 
Bombing case.
During this time, I was also sworn into the Florida Bar. Injuries forced me to 
return to being a trial lawyer and brought me to Southwest Florida to be near my 
wife’s family.
In May 2012, I began working in Southwest Florida as an Assistant State Attor-
ney. Over the next 10+ years, I handled thousands of cases as a prosecutor in the 
20th Judicial Circuit, affecting the lives of hundreds. My work over the years 
ranged from low-level misdemeanors to multiple life sentences. I took on any 
challenge I was given, including years of working in the Special Victim’s Unit.
I joined private practice at Suarez, Rios, and Weinberg in January 2023, handling 
civil and criminal matters for clients. Our firm defends the rights of the accused, 
from misdemeanors to citizens facing life in prison. Our firm represented indi-
viduals (i.e., J6ers) charged in the January 6th event in Washington, DC. Our law 
firm believes in fighting for everyone’s rights, as enumerated in the U.S. Consti-
tution and the State of Florida. I believe integrity and transparency are vital to 
the practice of law. I am also proud to serve on the Florida Bar Professional Ethics 
Committee.
On a personal note, I have three boys playing baseball in the community. My 
wife, Susan, serves on the San Carlos Babe Ruth Baseball Board, where I routinely 
volunteer my time. My hobbies include fishing and going to the ballpark with my 
boys.
One last thing: when real-life experience matters, VOTE COLOMBO on or by 
AUGUST 20th!  

Michael Colombo, Esq., Suarez, Rios & Weinberg, P.A.  |  1532 Jackson Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901  |  239-337-9755 (office )  |  www.swfloridalawfirm.com

By Michael Colombo, Esq. | www.colomboforjudge.com | facebook.com/mikecolomboforjudge 
PHOTO: Michael Colombo, Esq., Candidate for 20th Judicial Circuit Court Judge

Introducing Mike Colombo Candidate for Circuit Judge

DON’T FORGET—
THE HEIGHT OF THE HURRICANE SEASON!
BE PREPARED BEFORE THE STORM!
Read and copy all the information you need to know at 
www.leegov.com/hurricane  
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Experienced. Passionate. Straightforward.
FAMILY LAW & CIVIL LITIGATION ATTORNEY SERVICING EAST LEE COUNTY

Contact Us Today For Your FREE 30-Minute Consultation
239-691-9459 / 239-491-2180 / Melissa@Barris.Law

PATERNITY ∙ CHILD SUPPORT
DIVORCE ∙ CHILD CUSTODY

CREDITORS’ RIGHTS
PAYMENT PLANS OFFERED ∙ BILINGUAL

4513 LEE BLVD / LEHIGH ACRES, FLORIDA 33971 / MELISSABARRISLAW.COM

Find out more about us at
LIFESTYLESHEALTHCAREGROUP.COM

NEED PAIN
RELIEF?

LOOKING FOR A NEW HOME FOR YOUR
PAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM?

11300 LINDBERGH BLVD # 110  |  FORT MYERS, FL 33913
LIFESTYLESHEALTHCAREGROUP.COM • 239.334.9355

REGENERATIVE MEDICINE   |   CHIROPRACTIC   |   X-RAY
PHYSICAL MEDICINE   |   REHABILITATION   |   ON-SITE DIGITAL 
ON-SITE DIAGNOSTIC ULTRASOUND   |   INFUSION THERAPY

*The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to pay, cancel the payment or 
be reimbursed for payment for any other services, examination or treatment which performed as a 
result of and within seventy-two hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted 

or reduced service, examination or treatment. Limited time. We accept most insurance plans.

239-356-STAY (7829) 
LIGHTHOUSEISLANDRESORT.COM

SERVING UP FUN & FESTIVITIES
Food & Entertainment Daily the Heart of Fort Myers Beach

info@lighthouseislandresort.com • 1051 Fifth Ave, Fort Myers Beach, FL

STAY & PLAY!STAY & PLAY!

At this writing, I was 
introduced to the new 
District Command-
er for the East Zone 

of the Sheriff ’s Office. Captain Mark 
Mallard, who has served our district 
over the past several years has been 
transferred to the west in the Coun-
ty. He has been an involved and en-
thusiastic law enforcement officer 
who has always been available 24/7, 
and his leadership is a credit to pub-
lic service. As of now, the Sheriff has 
chosen wisely and out of concern for 
the communities of East Lee County 
with the appointment of Captain Ryan 
Lowe. Captain Lowe is a seasoned and 
dedicated servant leader, and I had the 
opportunity to meet him recently. He 
has a good understanding of eastern 
Lee County and shares the concerns 
our community has with aggressive 
and dangerous driving, as well as the 
long list of criminal activity that is 
upon us in these times. CaptainLowe 
can be reached at the Sheriff ’s Eastern 
District headquarters at 1301 Home-

stead Road N. The District Office 
phone number is 239-477-1820.
Again, all the best to Captain Mallard, 
and welcome Captain Lowe!

Continuing Issues 
With Aggression
Speaking of the Sheriff... Sher-
iff Carmine’s article on the on-
line version of East Lee County 
News notes that hotter tem-
peratures increase even more 
aggressive behavior during 
this time of the year. As such 
confrontations and violence 
can easily be avoided by recog-
nizing this condition. Need-
less to say, aggressive driving is 
a continuing deadly scourge 
on our communities.  Bad be-
havior needs to be punished. 
Unlicensed and uninsured 
drivers need to come off the 
roads, and accountability and 
responsibility need to be en-
hanced. Many suspect that a 

good percentage of aggressive driving, 
bullying, deadly speeding, and the like 
come at the hands of those who lack a 
driving license and therefore lack insur-
ance. This then adds another level of vic-

timization of those who are responsible 
drivers and citizens. Our deputies and 
other law enforcement agencies work 
hard and need our support and thanks.  

By Mike Welch | voicesoflehigh@gmail.com—We Want to Hear From You!
PHOTO: Mike Welch

Leadership Change at the Sheriff’s Office—East Zone

Captain Mark Mallard (left) and Captain Ryan Lowe (right) (Photos: Lee County Sheriff’s Office)

F O R T  M Y E R S

@dermanimedspa_fortmyers

8911 Daniels Pkwy #6, Fort Myers, FL 33912 | (239) 236-2696

dermanimedspa.com/fort-myers-fl
Learn more today!

SPECIALS

GET BACK TO YOU

$49 Select Skin Rejuvenation Services

$20 off First Botox® Session*

$50 off Deluxe or Platinum HydraFacial©

Complimentary Consultation

*with membership signup
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Additional Copies May Be Picked Up in Boxes in the Marketplace: 
Fort Myers Primary & Wellness Care  14131 Metropolis Ave, Ste 105-Ft Myers

Brightway Insurance  9230 Daniels Pkwy-Ft Myers
Just 4 Pets  8911 Daniels Pkwy-Ft Myers
Fountain Crest  1230 Taylor Ln-Lehigh

Roosters Produce  15500 Palm Beach Blvd-Alva
Alva Diner  21200 Palm Beach Blvd-Alva

Country Harvest Farms  2300 Joel Blvd-Alva
Charleston Park  2541 Charleston Park Dr-Alva

Call Us for a List of Additional Pick-Up Locations or Stop by Our Office At:
12801 Commerce Lake Dr, Suite #26, Fort Myers, FL 33913

FINISH

START

Visit Our Online Calendar of 
LEE COUNTY CIVIC
ENGAGEMENT GROUPS
CHECK OUT THIS LINK
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WANT TO BE IN THE ROAR?
If You’re Interested in Contributing Any of the Following:

OPS-ED // PRESS RELEASES // RECIPES (FOOD OR BEVERAGE)
Please Email press@eastleenews.com

If You Would Like to Advertise and Promote Your Business to Over 
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Creating a Quality Outdoor Kitchen
By Joshua Yates | Valor Construction 

Southwest Florida has so much to offer, 
but many fail to appreciate and take full 
advantage of it. Floridians have the ben-
efit of daily sunshine, mild winters, fan-
tastic landscaping, and welcoming com-
munities. There are so many reasons to 
enjoy Florida and all the values of living 
here! Here at Valor Construction, we 
enjoy enhancing this living experience 
by creating the highest-quality outdoor 
kitchens. Not only do our kitchens pro-
vide a unique space for cooking, but 
they will also increase the value of your 
home, expand your living area, and en-
hance your lifestyle.  

Over the past several years, the growing 
popularity of outdoor living spaces has 
proven that outdoor environments are 

no longer a temporary trend—they are 
here to stay! This lifestyle choice offers 
many benefits and creates an ideal space 
for social gatherings. Whether you are 
hosting a family barbeque, a casual din-
ner, or a themed party, your backyard 
can be the new hub of your home.  
Who doesn’t want to keep their indoor 
kitchen cleaner and cooler? Cooking 
outdoors moves the heat and mess out-
side and gives guests a more inviting in-
door space, especially during the sticki-
est months in Southwest Florida. Many 
food enthusiasts are starting to experi-
ment with new grilling, smoking, and 
cooking techniques, and we encourage 
them to keep those lingering smells 
where they belong—outside! 

Added living space is cer-
tainly one of the top rea-
sons to invest in an out-
door kitchen. 300+ days 
of Florida sunshine allows 
for outdoor activities year-
round, so an outdoor kitch-
en effectively increases the 
usable square footage of 
your home. This extension 
of your living space is sure 
to turn your backyard into 
a flex area for cooking, 
dining, entertaining, and 
relaxing. A well-thought-
out outdoor kitchen might 
include a grill, sink, re-
frigerator, countertops, or 
even a pizza oven. These 
inviting elements can ease 
the idea of going from in-
side to outside, making your backyard a 
desirable new living space.  
Investing in a quality outdoor kitchen 
that can withstand the effects of a coast-
al environment is a smart financial deci-
sion. Homes with well-designed outdoor 
living spaces and built with high-quality 
materials have an increased market val-
ue. High-end appliances, durable ma-
terials, and thoughtful design elements 
that complement your home’s style will 
put an exclamation point on the value 
of your property and set it apart from 
others. This trend towards outdoor liv-
ing continues to grow each year, mak-

ing this investment more appealing to 
future buyers.  
Creating a high-quality outdoor kitchen 
in Southwest Florida is not only a wise 
investment, but it is FUN! It enhances 
your lifestyle by providing a unique and 
pleasurable cooking experience, ex-
pands your living space, and adds value 
to your home. This new space allows 
you to fully enjoy our beautiful commu-
nities and enhances both your daily life 
and the market appeal of your property. 
An outdoor kitchen by Valor Construc-
tion is the perfect addition to any South-
west Florida home!  

For more information, visit: www.thevalorconstruction.com
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HAIR • MASSAGE • FACIAL • NAILS • WAXING • AND MORE

SPA & BEAUTY SALON
GatewayMiniSpa.com

REJUVENATE YOUR 

BODY & SOUL
For the BEST MASSAGES in town, visit Gateway Mini Spa. 
We are here to help relieve chronic muscle pain and tension

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT

(239) 561-1150
13120 Westlinks Terrace, Suite 9
Fort Myers, FL 33913

GET ENGAGED LEE COUNTY!



PARADISECREATIVEGROUP.COM

12801 COMMERCE LAKES DR, SUITE#26
FORT MYERS, FL 33913  239.908.4581

READY TO SUPERCHARGE
YOUR BUSINESS?

• Web Design
• Social Media
• Graphic & Print
• Revenur Management
• Native Advertising
• SEO & PPC
• Ecommerce

• Destination Marketing
• Public Relations
• Branding
• Full-Service Printing
• Direct & Email Marketing
• Event Management
• Hospitality Management

All Real Estate. Any Location. Any Condition.

239-295-3820
kenjeff01@gmail.com

www.KenBuysEverything.com

Ken Jefferson
Liscensed Florida Realtor & Mortgage Originator

I Buy Houses & Real Estate
Any condition • Probate • Foreclosure • Vacant • As Is

CASH PAID!

I Also Buy:
Notes • Mortgages • Se�lements • Annunities

CALL KEN TODAY!
239-295-3820

To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611
BUSINESS   BILLBOARDBUSINESS   BILLBOARD

SCREEN MACHINE
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED!

(239)898-3528

FREE
ESTIMATE!

CALL FOR YOUR

Bringing You 20 Years of Experience!

SCREEN REPAIR SPECIAL

8

Licensed & Insured

5 6

NOW OFFERING 100% FINANCING

YOU’RE INVITED!

OPTIONAL $10/MONTH AND $30/MONTH
MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE.

Arrive and depart anytime.

WEDNESDAYS
12:00pm-1:00pm

Beef O’Brady’s
2514 Santa Barbara Blvd, Cape Coral, FL 33914

FRIDAYS
7:30am-9:00am

European American Bakery
12450 Metro Pkwy, Fort Myers, FL 33966

Join us for FREE networking!
2 Opportunities a Week!

Form and maintain strong relationships 
with other local businesses, and get quality 

referrals from one another.

Knowing With Certainty
Is Going With Certainty

14600 Fair Havens Road, Fort Myers, Florida 33908 
ToKnowWithCertainty.com • 239-410-2771

For years Christians have been on the losing side of a battle that 
must not be lost. � at battle is for the loss of youth from the 
Christian church in America that is having dire consequences 
for the church and America.
To Know With Certainty’s purpose is to assuage doubt and 
build a con� dent faith based on evidence from the Bible, the 
sciences and history.
� e Battle We Must Not Lose is a clarion call to the church 
and parents to become the frontline contenders in the faith 
development of children. It presents the pending consequences 
of continued inaction and the necessary steps and actions to win 
this battle for our youth.

1230 Taylor Lane, Lehigh Acres FL 33936    |    FountainCrestRet.com  |   RSVP: 239-674-6585

Refreshments &
Door Prizes

AUGUST IS HEALTH CARE MONTHAUGUST IS HEALTH CARE MONTH

Heal th Care EventsHeal th Care Events THURSDAY, AUGUST 1st | 2pm
Diabetes: I’ve got a needle and I’m not afraid to use it! 
Presented by: Dr Stephanie Mathews, DNP, AAPRN

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8th | 2pm
Physical Therapist Management of 
Cardiopulmonary Conditions  
Presented by: Shawn Troyer , Southwest Florida Mobile Therapy inc.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15th | 2pm
Stop suffering from Asthma and Allergies 
Presented by: Elmer Roberts , Angels Care Home Health

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Make
of Your
Outdoor
Space

SSCCHHEDDUULLE YYOOUURR
ESSTTIMMAATTE TTOODDAAYY!
SCHEDULE YOUR
ESTIMATE TODAY!

OOuuttddoooorr KKiittcchheennss
WWoooodd CCeeiiliinnggss
FFiirree FFeeaattuurreess

PPeerrggoolaass

Outdoor Kitchens
Wood Ceilings
Fire Features

Pergolas

(2(2( 39) 322-9789((((2(2(222(2(2(2((((2((( 32323339393999)9)9))) 333323232222222222-2-2---9-9-999797977787878889898999(239) 322-9789

FL Lic# CBC1266999

FENCE 1 CORP.FENCE 1 CORP.FENCE 1 CORP.

Pedro Fuentes
Owner

Se Habla Español

• Chain Link
• Wood
• Metal/Privacy
• Ornamental
• Vinyl

Licensed & Insured 

239-303-2624
fence _ 1@aol.com

Wealth | Investments | Freedom

YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS.
Acquire Or Build Your Own Franchise To Gain Unlimited Earning Potential.

(239) 470-5611   |   FRANCHISEINFLORIDA.COM
INFO@FRANCHISEOPPORTUNITIESFL.COM

Personalized service
Long term support
EXPERT MARKETING SERVICES

BUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCE
EXCLUSIVE franchisor tools
ACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATA

“We will match you with a franchise that works for you and guide
you through the steps to achieve your goals, from the

purchasing phase to marketing.”
-Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant

how we can help YOU:

call for a free consultation!

DELIVERY
PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT
Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The
Forum, Buckingham & Most of Lehigh

(239) 491-2203

4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971
(239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com

11:00am–10:00pm
Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays



WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!

LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

• SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY
• A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT 

WORKS FOR YOU
• LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT 

REASONABLE RATES — NO SURCHARGE
• A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH MONTHLY 

STATEMENTS & CHECKS
• END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU

239-369-5892

C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Telephone 239-369-5892
RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com 

Shellie Vahue
Property Manager

Realty World C. Bagans First
Realty World International
#1 OFFICE

BUYERS BEWARE:
Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when you 
purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction 

fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate 
Community Since 1979

Se Habla Español

Well maintained townhome in beautiful Villa Medici, excellent 
location just minutes to Ft Myers Beach, Lakes Park, I-75, 
restaurants, etc., common clubhouse featuring heated pool 
and fitness center just steps away, gated community, ceramic 
tile floors on the first floor with living room, dining room and 
kitchen featuring granite countertops, breakfast bar and 

pantry, stainless steel appliances, eat-in nook area as well as a larger dining area, upgraded 
LED lighting, half bath on the first floor for guests, sliding doors to the lanai in the rear, roll 
down storm shutter for the lanai as well as panel shutters for the rest of the windows, attached 
garage parking with storage, luxury vinyl plank flooring going up the stairs to the second level 
with luxury vinyl plank throughout the entire second floor with tile in the bathrooms, master 
bedroom with large walk-in closet, private bath with separate tub and shower and dual sinks, 
two guest bedrooms and laundry room with 
stacked washer and dryer. Offered At ..................$325,000
Charlie Bonacolta                  239-994-1062                  charlisold@gmail.com

3 BEDROOM TOWNHOME IN BEAUTIFUL VILLA MEDICI
NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2023, NEW WATER HEATER 
2024, affordable three bedroom two bath with a beautifully 
landscaped FENCED BACKYARD with a double gate and 50 amp 
hook up for RV, firepit, canal in the rear for privacy, manicured 
backyard with a black olive tree, mango and avocado trees, 
covered front porch plus a 16 X 10 screened lanai under truss 
overlooking the backyard, cathedral ceilings, plant shelves, newer 

wood like porcelain plank tile floors throughout the entire property, QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS in 
the kitchen with breakfast bar, pantry and all appliances including a French door refrigerator, 
indoor laundry room with washer and dryer, master bedroom with walk in closet and private 
bath, newer dual tank water system, air conditioned double garage with auto opener and 
plenty of storage and room for the cars, central heat and air new in 2014, excellent location 
in SW Lehigh just minutes to SR 82, I-75 and 
Ft Myers, quiet low traffic dead end street. Offered At ..................$300,000
Charlie Bonacolta                  239-994-1062                  charlisold@gmail.com

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH - FENCED YARD - NEW ROOF IN 2023

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ................$290,000

A NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF 
IS BEING INSTALLED AT THE SELLER’S 
EXPENSE BEFORE CLOSING. Affordable 
three bedroom two bath with an oversized 
double garage, screened garage door 
for when you are working in the garage, 

oversized corner lot, nicely landscaped with oversized streets and curbs, 
CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER, NEWER LUXURY VINYL PLANK FLOORS 
THROUGHOUT, NEWER INSULATED WINDOWS FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY, 
breakfast bar and pantry in kitchen with newer appliances, plenty of 
cabinets and counter space, pass thru to lanai, living room with decorative 
wood accents on the walls as a backdrop for your flat screen TV, master 
bedroom has a private bathroom with newer vanity with vessel sink, LED 
lighting, guest bathroom has also been updated with new vanity, fixtures 
and new tile in the tub/shower area, 30 X 14 enclosed lanai in the rear with 
accordion storm shutters, quiet low traffic street, excellent neighborhood 
atmosphere and minutes to SR 82, I-75 and Ft Myers. Highest elevation 
in Lee County-No flood 
insurance required here.

3BR/2BA-CENTRAL WATER & SEWER-NEW ROOF 

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ................$139,900

Popular Pinewood Condominium located 
in the last phase of  Pinewood with stucco 
exterior, quiet low traffic Cul de Sac with 
plenty of  privacy, covered carport with a 
26.10 X 12 screened lanai with access 
from the kitchen door directly to the 

screened lanai, largest screened lanai in Pinewood with built-in storage 
cabinets and drawers and extra counter space, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND 
AIR IN 2020, ceramic tile and wood laminate floors throughout, mirrored 
walls in the living room, newer front and side doors both with screens for 
those nice days to let the fresh air inside, newer insulated windows for 
energy efficiency, stack washer and dryer inside unit, walk-in closet in the 
guest bedroom, bathrooms have ceramic tile in the bathtub and shower 
areas, blinds on the windows, 55+ community within walking distance to 
stores, etc. on Homestead Rd, PETS OK. THE ROOF AND EXTERIOR IS 
MAINTAINED BY THE CONDO ASSOCIATION. No Flood insurance required 
here. Highest elevation in 
Lee County.

2 BEDROOM PINEWOOD CONDO 

Nick Bonacolta    239-887-0468    nbonacolta@gmail.com

Offered At ................$249,900

Convenient ground floor 2 bedroom 2 bath 
Condo located on the 5th hole of Gateway 
Greens Championship golf course. Located 
right next to the community pool and 
mailboxes, Just Minutes to JetBlue Park 

and SWFL International Airport! Breakfast bar in the kitchen, as well as a 
nook for a table, split bedroom layout for privacy. The master bedroom 
has a beautiful golf course view with access to the lanai, a large walk-in 
closet, dual sinks in the master bathroom, an indoor laundry room with 
a washer and dryer included, a newer water heater in 2021, Summerwind 
has the luxury of being close to Daniels Pkwy by utilizing the Westlinks Dr 
Entrance. Gateway is a beautiful serene gated community and offers a 
soccer park, dog park, bike and jog path, and more. Included in the HOA 
fee: Comcast cable, High-Speed WIFI, Water, Sewer, Garbage, Landscaping, 
Exterior Pest Control, Roof & Paint Reserves, Building Insurance, access 
to the pool, Etc. Owners 
just pay FPL Electric!

GROUND FLOOR 2/2 CONDO IN GATEWAY

Nick Bonacolta    239-887-0468    nbonacolta@gmail.com

Offered At ................$309,900

Meticulously maintained 3 bedroom 2 bath 
home with a den, great location close to 
stores and easy access to Ft. Myers and 
I-75. This home has been well maintained 
and boasts a Newer roof in 2018, Newer 

central heat and air, New water heater, 4 new impact resistant windows, 
and newer well equipment. Updated stainless steel kitchen appliances, 
large breakfast bar, and a pass through window from the kitchen to the 
den. Cathedral ceilings make the home feel more spacious and inviting, 
tile floors throughout with wood laminate floors in the bedrooms, indoor 
laundry room with washer and dryer included, updated vanities in both 
bathrooms, large walk in closets in all 3 bedrooms, oversized 2 car 
garage with built in cabinets and counterspace, pull down stairs to the 
attic, inviting screened front porch, fully fenced backyard for privacy, 
home is located on an oversized lot with vacant lots to the left and behind 
the property. NO FLOOD 
INSURANCE NEEDED!

METICULOUS 3BR/2BA + DEN-FULLY FENCED

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ................$290,000

Newly refurbished POOL HOME just feet 
from the CALOOSAHATCHEE RIVER, quiet 
low traffic street, 3 bedroom 2 bath on 
an oversized lot, FENCED YARD, SCREEN 
ENCLOSED INGROUND POOL with new 

diamond brite finish, 22 X 12 covered screened lanai plus plenty of open 
deck space around the 35 X 41 pool area, oversized driveway for plenty of 
cars, boat or RV, covered carport plus 20 X 17 storage/utility room, freshly 
painted interior, new luxury vinyl floors throughout the entire home, newly 
remodeled kitchen with QUARTZ countertops, new lower cabinets with soft 
close doors and drawers, newly-remodeled bathrooms with new vanities, 
fixtures, commodes, soft close doors and drawers on the bathroom cabinets, 
master bedroom with large walk-in closet, private bath with newly tiled 
shower, glass tile accents, QUARTZ tops in the bathrooms as well, new ceiling 
fans in the interior with new LED lighting, TRANE CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR 
NEW IN 2020, NEW METAL 
ROOF IN 2016.

POOL HOME JUST FEET FROM THE CALOOSAHATCHEE RIVER

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Offered At ................$269,900

Affordable POOL HOME overlooking the 
GOLF COURSE. Pay as you play. NO HOA 
FEES OR MEMBERSHIPS HERE. NEW 
DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2015, 
NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2023, 

NEW POOL PUMP AND EQUIPMENT IN 2023, NEW WATER HEATER IN 
2023, NEW STAINLESS STEEL APPLIANCES IN 2023, freshly painted 
interior, ceramic tile floors throughout, skylights in the formal dining 
area with mirrored wall, eat-in kitchen with nook area and pantry, 
PRIVATE IN GROUND POOL WITH GREAT VIEWS OF THE GOLF COURSE, 
roll down storm shutters, NEW SCREENS ON POOL CAGE, master 
bedroom with access to the pool area, private bath with dual sinks, 
shower and walk-in closet, enclosed porch with tile floors may be used 
for a den or office, vaulted ceilings in the living room, quiet low traffic 
street with CENTRAL 
WATER AND SEWER. 

POOL HOME OVERLOOKING GOLF COURSE

THREE BEDROOM TWO BATH POOL HOME BUILT IN 2019, located in an excellent 
neighborhood atmosphere of Marble Brook, Very low HOA fees, CENTRAL WATER 
AND SEWER, sidewalks, secure gated entry, walking distance to common clubhouse, 
fitness center and playground, Pool was built in 2020 with spacious open deck with 
light grey pavers, electric heat pump, salt water system and Baja deck in pool for 
sunning, BUILT IN FIREPIT overlooks the FENCED BACKYARD with excellent views of 

the lake in the backyard as well as plenty of privacy by not having another home in the yard, pavers in double driveway 
and walkways, NEWLY REMODELED KITCHEN WITH GRANITE TOPS, breakfast bar, BARNYARD DOOR over pantry with custom 
built in shelving and drawers, SAMSUNG STAINLESS STEEL KITCHEN APPLIANCES, decorative stone tile wall accents on the 
kitchen wall, backsplash, under breakfast bar and around entry way, spacious living room with decorative wood accent wall 
overlooks the pool area, ceramic tile floors throughout with newer LUXURY VINYL FLOORS IN THE BEDROOMS with 5 inch 
baseboards, CROWN MOLDING, master bedroom located in the rear of the home with pool and lake views, private en suite 
master bath with walk in closet, separate water closet, dual sinks and walk in shower, guest bedrooms located in the front 
of the home with upgraded vanity and fixtures in the guest bath, indoor laundry room with accent wall, built in cabinets and 
shelving with full size washer/dryer, double garage with auto opener, storm panels for openings, quiet low traffic street. 
The home’s located near schools, Veteran’s Park, and minutes to Downtown Lehigh for shopping, etc., yet minutes to I-75, 
SR 82, Ft Myers, and the airport. NO FLOOD INSURANCE 
REQUIRED HERE. HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY. Offered At ..................$380,000
Charlie Bonacolta                  239-994-1062                  charlisold@gmail.com

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH POOL HOME IN MARBLEBROOK
UPGRADES GALORE IN THIS 3 BEDROOM 3 BATH TWO STORY POOL HOME with 2715 
SQUARE FEET OF LIVING AREA, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2021, ceramic tile and real 
wood floors, porcelain wood plank tile floors in the den and family room, crown molding 
throughout, five inch baseboards, formal living room and dining area plus den that could 
be a possible 4th and 5th bedroom with use of the spacious loft on the second floor 
with built in shelving, spacious kitchen with granite countertops, island counter, plenty 

of cabinet and counter space with decorative plant shelving above the cabinets, large pantry, stainless steel appliances, wine 
rack, guest bath on first floor with granite tops in all bathrooms, indoor laundry room with plenty of cabinets and built in laundry 
sink, SOARING HIGH CEILINGS, wooden stair case lead upstairs with Roth iron/wood railing, master bedroom with walk in closet 
and in suite bathroom with dual sinks, separate garden tub and walk in shower, all guest bedrooms are extra spacious with 
walk in closets, guest bath on second floor as well with tub/shower, screen enclosed in ground heated pool/spa with electric 
heat pump, plenty of covered and open deck space for entertaining, beautifully landscaped for privacy, pavers on the pool 
deck as well as the front driveway and walkway leading to the side entry double garage, covered front porch, elegant lighting 
throughout, quiet gated community with CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER, very low monthly HOA fees of $110 per month covers 
the use of the community’s expansive amenities including a large swimming pool, fully-equipped exercise room, playground 
and interconnected sidewalks throughout the neighborhood. Ideally situated minutes away from Veterans’ Park, grocery 
stores, shopping/dining, and schools, convenience is at your 
doorstep. A definite must-see in excellent move-in condition. Offered At ..................$525,000
Charlie Bonacolta                  239-994-1062                  charlisold@gmail.com

3 BEDROOM 3 BATH 2-STORY POOL HOME-UPGRADES GALORE

Nick Bonacolta
Salesman

E-MAIL ADDRESS
nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/
NickBonacoltaRW

239-887-0468
Nick

Bonacolta

Charlie
Bonacolta

Broker/Salesman

“A House Sold Name”
239-994-1062
E-MAIL ADDRESS
charlisold@gmail.com

www.charliesold.com
Charlie

Bonacolta

Over 40 Years
Combined Experience!

Realty World
C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees 
when you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction 

fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

NICK BONACOLTA
239-887-0468 • nbonacolta@gmail.com

CHARLIE BONACOLTA
239-994-1062 • charlisold@gmail.com




