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Property Taxes

The Honorable Matt Caldwell | Lee County Property Appraiser

This past month Gov-
g ernor Desantis made a
4. | | major statement that

)‘ = ‘ﬁm opened the floodgates of
/ conversation. He stated
' _.I what has been obvious
to property rights lovers
everywhere, that at some point once you
pay off all your debts you are still renting
your home from the government due to
property taxation. Keeping our edge in
affordability is critical to the continued
success of Florida and kudos to him and
the legislators that have proposed a series
of bills to address the growing property
tax burden in our State.

As we consider these ideas, there are
a few items that we do want to keep in
mind. First, property tax is unique in all
the forms of taxation, as it is impervious to
evasion. You cannot hide your real estate
and because of that effectively 100% of
taxes levied are collected each year. That
is why property taxes are closely associ-
ated with local government responsibili-
ties, such as police, fire, roads, and parks.
They are a predictable source of reve-
nue to fund essential services. Second,
management of the tax roll is assigned to
the elected property appraisers in each
county. The record that is created, the
“cadastre”, is used by more than just the
taxing authorities. Contractors, realtors,
lawyers, investors and many more all use

property appraiser records as an essential
tool in the conduct of their business. If
we are to abolish property taxes in their
entirety, consideration should be given to
the future of this public resource that is
deeply imbedded in our real estate heavy
economy.

But that is not to say that property tax
reform isn'ta good idea. In fact, itis essen-
tial. And there are several ways that law-
makers could make an impact. The first
is one which requires nothing more than
sharpening the budget pen. The single
largest line item on most Florida property
tax bills is the Required Local Effort (RLE),
the state mandated tax that each school
district levies to support K-12 operational
funding. The RLE represents about 46%
of current K-12 funding, with a statewide
levy of $10.3 billion. When you consider
that state funding sources already cover
100% of PreK and collegiate operational
funding, you start to ask why we still are
using a local property tax to fund our
statewide K-12 obligation? One could
envision a phase-out approach, wherein
the RLE is reduced by $1 billion each year
over ten years, until it is eliminated. The
total state budget is current $116.5 billion,
so we are talking about finding less than
1% of state revenue each year to make
this a reality. Eliminating the RLE alone
would resultin a 30% reduction in most
property tax bills! This is an easy target,

ripe for the picking immediately.

The next best target is the homestead
exemption. The original exemption was
adopted in 1934 and covered $5,000 of
property value when the average home
price was about $4,500. Today’s $50,000
exemption doesn’t even compare. Just for
adjusting for pure inflation that $5,000
should be $120,000 now. There are multi-
ple proposals moving through the Session
to increase the homestead base. I support
moving the base homestead exemption to
at least $125,000 and then authorizing
the Legislature to increase that amount
by general law in the future to make up
for inflation.

But of course, inflation alone hasn’t
driven property values up. Supply and de-
mand in a growing State like ours means
that the average home price is now well
above $400,000 in Florida. And we still
have the issue of long-time homeowners
paying taxes long after they have cleared
all of their debts. Therefore, | would en-
courage considering an additional benefit,
that would increase the total exemption
for ahomeowner for every year that they
call Florida home. A long-time Florida
resident could build up a large enough
exemption that they could realize zero
tax obligations in their retirement years.

Lastly, as Florida's population has ex-

ploded since 1930 from 1 million res-
idents to nearly 24 million (and 150
million annual visitors!), the structure
of many of our local governments has
remained stuck in the past, with truly
bizarre forms of elections and represen-
tation. The net result is that many of our
local governments are simply avoiding
being held accountable by the voters. It
may seem counter-intuitive, but in our
system of representative government, the
Legislature could make incredible strides
in property tax savings just by bringing
local accountability into the 21st Century.

There are many more ideas being ban-
died about, such as tax swaps and special-
ty exemptions for seniors, the disabled,
and veterans. All of these ideas have their
merits. But in my experience, the simpler
is better. Cut existing taxes that can be
cut. Fix the value of the current exemp-
tions. And restructure local government
to be more accountable. These are not
radical proposals, but they would make
enormous strides in helping us all enjoy
the benefits of ownership in the Free
State of Florida.

ABOUT MATT CALDWELL

Matt Caldwell currently serves as the
elected Lee County Property Appraiser
and served in the Florida House from
2010-2018.4»
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Hard Scapes | Soft Scapes

Wholesale Plants, Sod & Mulch - Open fo the Public « Delivery Available

15000 N. River Rd., Alva, FL 33920
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Timeless Quality, Tailored
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Enjoy photos from the Grand Open-
ing Celebration for the new 7-Elev-
en at 1350 Cowboy Way, LaBelle, FL.

7-Eleven Grand Opening
Cowboy Way, LaBelle

Dan Creighton, CEO, Creighton
Construction & Development,
Christian Antonacci, Senior Real
Estate Rep. SWFL, Richard Golden,
Real Estate Manager for MS, AL &
FL, Lester Baker Area Leader

APRIL 2025
Grand Opening Celebration For The New 7-Eleven

EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS SPECIAL

Featured in the photographs are Con-
struction Manager Shawn McCoy and
Creighton Construction & Develop-

Ly )

L

Dan Creighton, CEO Creighton
Construction & Development,
Rosa Mary McCoy,
Construction Manager Shawn
McCoy, Hendry County Sheriff
Steve Whidden

ment owner Dan Creighton, Stephanie
Sposato of Weatherford Realty Group,
and Sheriff Steve Whidden.

Les Baker-Area Leader,

Club Donation

Elizabeth Marts-Manager at
Cowboy Way, Grand Opening
LaBelle 7-Eleven, Boys & Girls

More online at EastLeeNews.com. 4
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Stephanie Sposato, Shawn
McCoy, Rosa Mary McCoy,
Sheriff Steve Whidden, Manager
Elisabeth Marts, Dan Creighton,
CEO Creighton Construction &
Development, Employee, Area
Leader Les Baker

Arts of the Inland March Art Gala - March 22

EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS SPECIAL

The recent show was a vibrant cele-
bration of talent, showcasing an impres-
sive array of artistic expression. Topping
the event, James Kennedy earned the

Janet Papinaw, Lois Christensen (HM),
Joe Johnson (3rd PI) Diana Carkin (Ist
PI), Sandy Lundy (HM), James Kennedy
(Best Of Show) Karen Roberts (HM)

coveted Best of Show award as judged
by Clyde Butcher, famous large-format
camera photographer of the Everglades
and landscape photography. Diana Carkin

_1_

secured 1st place, followed by Joyce
Lassette in 2nd and Joe Johnson in 3rd.
Honorable Mentions were awarded to
Sandy Lundy, Lois Christensen, and Karen

Best Of Show - Cage and Blades in Gray, #2,
James Kennedy

2nd Place - Day Dreaming, Joyce
Lassette

Roberts, recognizing their exceptional
contributions to a truly memorable exhi-
bition. See more of the artwork online at:
eastleenews.com 4

Third Place - Joe Johnson

The Rooster’s Report: Spring Into Flavor Alva’s Own
ROOSter,S PrOduce On Route 80 Tyler and Trevor Bear | Rooster’s Produce

Spring has sprung, and Southwest
Florida’s bounty is bursting with flavor
at Rooster’s Produce on Route 80. Say
goodbye to our wacky winter and hel-
lo to warmer weather, sweetness, and
farm-fresh goodness.

WHAT'S POPPIN AND DRO-
PIN: BLUEBERRY BLISS &

PEACH PERFECTION

Get ready for juicy, tangy local blue-
berries from Blueberry Bunch Farm in
LaBelle—perfect for snacking, yogurt, or
baking. And don’t miss the early spring
stars: ultra-juicy Florida peaches that
are as fresh as they come.

COOL DOWN WITH CRISP
MELONS & BRIGHTEN UP
WITH SUNNY BLOOMS

Beat the Florida heat with refreshing
watermelons from Hanshaw Farms—
seeded or seedless, both are a win. While
shopping at Rooster’s, pick your own
Sunflowers from our U-Pick patch and
take home a bouquet of sunshine.

STRAWBERRY SEASON ENDS,
NEW HARVESTS BEGIN

OOSTER
PRODUCE

ALVA, FL.

Fresh From Florida Produce

featuring Local Growers

Fresh Squeezed Florida Juices

Fresh Baked Artisan Breads

Farm Fresh Eggs

Local Honey, Spreads, Jellies,
Snacks, and Sauces

Strawberry season is wrapping up—
grab the last of them while you can!
Winter greens are slowing down too,
but don’t worry—black-eyed peas and
okra are on the way, promising fresh,
local flavor all season long.

ROOSTER’S: SO MUCH MORE
THAN PRODUCE! STOCK UP
ON

e Fresh Guac & Salsa - Fresh in the
cooler, daily. Pair with Old Florida
Gourmet Tortilla Chips.

 Artisan Breads - Hot baked sour-
dough from The Flourish Bakery, plus
more fresh breads ranging from Cuban
bread to bagels.

e Sweet Treats - Homemade Key Lime
Pie & cookies pair well with fresh
citrus juices from Joshura Citrus Inc
or Sun Harvest. Plus locally made Ice
Cream scooped!

e Farm-Fresh Eggs - Washed or un-
washed chicken and duck eggs from
Altamont Farms and Quacker’s Acres.

e Blooms - Add color with Hibiscus
& Fern baskets or stunning Zinnias.

e Food Trucks - Follow Rooster’s on
Facebook to catch what’s cooking in
our visiting food trucks.

Support Local, Eat Fresh, Feel Good!
At Rooster’s Produce, it'sall  about

fresh flavor and local support. Stop
by at 15500 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL,
33920 or call with questions to 239-

690-3180. Rooster’s On Route 80, a taste
of sunshine in every bite! Facebook:
facebook.com/RoostersOnRoute80.4»

100% RECOMMENDED

Check Out Our Rave Reviews!

HAPPY HOUR

Every Day 4PM to 7PM
MONDAYS $1 Off All Well Liquors
TUESDAYS $1 off Domestic Bottles

BAR AND GRILL

FAMILY FRIENDLY DINING

DAILY FOOD € DRINK SPECIALS

INSIDE & OUTSIDE DINING ¢ INSIDE BAR & TIKI BAR
Gift Certificates & Merchandise Available
Full Menu 11AM to 1T0PM ¢ Late Night Menu 10PM to Close

ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE

Bands, Karaoke & DJ’s ¢ Wed 5PM to 8PM ¢ Thu Karaoke 7PM to 11PM
Fri & Sat 8:30PM to 11:30PM ¢ Sun 5PM to 8PM

Tikibar Entertainment Sundays 2PM to 8PM

Nascar Sunday Funday
Bucket of domestic beer, 12”
Cheese Pizza, and 10 wings for $40

Rooster’s Produce on Route 80
Open Mon-Sat 9AM to 6PM
Sunday 10AM to 5PM

Food Trucks - Check Facebook to
see who'’s cooking!

239-990-6272
12350 PALM BEACH BLVD ¢ FORT MYERS, FL

(239) 690-3108




COLDWELL BANKER

PREFERRED PROPERTIES

BEACON SQUARE CONDO

Desirable 2/2 end unit in a 55+ community
located directly next to the pool. Features one
of the largest backyards, Florida room and

hurricane shutters \g
) @

URSZULA GALEK 847-830-4722

ursularealtor@yahoo.com

SPACIOUS TWIN VILLA

Large 3 bedroom, 2 bath with an attached double
garage. Meticulously maintained. Roof new in 2024.
Ideal home for winter retreat or year-round residence.
Call for your private showing.

STEVENS MUJICA

stevens.mujica@gmail.com

239-371-1281

CAREFREE CONO LIVING

2 bed, 2 bath in East Greens - a 55+
community. Pool and clubhouse steps away.
Tile and luxury vinyl floors. Features both a
Florida Room and a spacious den. N

DEBRA SHUMAN 239-770-0549
buyandsellflwva@gmail.com

-.-E.-': = h . - -‘.‘ S %-—- - o= S
NEW YEAR! NEW HOME!
Great Location! 4 bedrooms 2 baths. Spacious

layout! Step outside to the screen lanai with fenced
yard and take in the beautiful Florida weather year

round! Don’t miss this and schedule a %

showing now.
JESSICA SLISHER 239-297-4167

jessica.slisher@aol.com

[ a— -

$320,000

BEAUTIFUL 3/2

This home has a large lanai and fenced
backyard. Lots of kitchen cabinets and counter
tops, spacious master bedroom with walk-in

closet. It’s a winner. Call today. \g
) @

SANDRA ROMAN 239-850-2018

sandrarealsales@cs.com

AMAZING POOL HOME!

Located in Willow Lake! Over 1800 sq ft. of living
area. 3 bedroom 2 bath with a 2 car garage, tile
throughout, city water and sewer. Newer roof,
A/C, and water heater.

ADELIA PIMENTEL
adeliaswfl@gmail.com

239-462-4053

BEAUTIFUL POOL HOME

This move-in ready pool home has lots to offer.
Fenced in backyard and an extended pool deck,
2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms and very well
maintained. Don’t miss out on this one. \

RUSSELL LOSH 239-560-2745

russlosh@comcast.net

RARE OPPORTUNITY IN
ALVA!

3/2 home on nearly 10 acres. Ag exemption
for lower taxes. Newer A/C and 2 out -3

buildings with electricity! %

PAMELA DICKINSON 239-887-0837
pamsellsit@gmail.com

BRAND NEW HOME
Solid poured concrete - as strong as they get.

In the growing area of Greenbriar. Quiet dead-
end street. Features impact windows, quartz

countertops and durable vinyl flooring. # A
| )

MARTHA NEAULT 239-822-2822

marthaneault@gmail.com

R L o

U NTRY SETING WITH
PRIVACY

Four bedroom/ 2.5 baths with in-ground POOL.
Half acre lot and solid concrete block construction.
The 4th bedroom was added in the garage.

Needs TLC but priced accordingly. See

this one before it gets away.

ROXANNVEKICH
theveks2000@aol.com

239-823-1402

$329,90

=

7

LAKEFRONT POOL HOME

Relax in this meticulously maintained pool
home surrounded by Lake Denise. Features
tile roof, impact windows and newer A/C.
Manicured landscape. Ideal home for a P
winter retreat or year-round living. No ()
association dues and very low taxes. %

ABBY DILLON
abbydillon@hotmail.com

239-645-6808

$1,400,000

2

YLE

Located in The Quarry of Naples, 3/3 with
pool, expansive open floor plan with upscale

everything!! Beach Club included. .

KAREN MAKOWSKI 607-259-9289
karenrealtor33905@gmail.com

RENTALS ] THINKING OF SELLING? § AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE
STARTING AT

1,300

CALL TODAY!
239-491-3300

Call Today For a
Analysis of Your Property

*Based On 30 Year Fixed 5.5% FHA Mortgage With 3%
Down Payment. Payment Reflects Principle & Interest Only!

WHAT IS IT WORTH?

NO OBLIGATION!
CALL TODAY

239-369-6161

Market

LOTS FOR
SALE!

1/4 Acre Lots
from $15,999

1/2 Acre Lots
from $23,900

1400 Homestead Road N ¢ 239-369-6161
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IDEAS FOR LEE
COUNTY TO
ADDRESS
CONGESTION
PROBLEMS

We hear a lot of frus-
tration about congestion in Lee County,
from residents and tourists who visit
the area. Yet, no one ever complains
about getting around at Disney World.
How can 58 million people a year move
around and have fun doing it? We're
going to ask an imaginary Walt Disney
about his design of Disney World and
from lessons learned, as for ideas for Lee
County. Hint: It may be that Disney World
views transportation as an important
economic business investment.

The Roar: Hello Mr. Disney, thanks
for accepting time travel to talk to us.
Disney World is often referred to as the
“happiest place on Earth,” but many
people may not realize that it was built
on swampland. Can you tell us about
its origins?

Mr. Disney: Well first off, call me Walt
and it’s great to be back. As for Disney
World, it was conceived and built in
Central Florida over 60 years ago on
what was essentially swampland. Today,
it spans 43 square miles—larger than
Paris and more than three times the size
of Jersey City. I was feeling constrained
by the rapid urbanization surrounding
Disneyland in California and realized
that its 500 acres wouldn’t be enough
to fulfill my grand vision for the park. I
saw an opportunity to attract a broader
audience since, at the time, only 5% of
Disneyland’s visitors came from east of
the Mississippi, where 75% of the U.S.
population lived.

The Road: What was your original
vision for Disney World?

Walt: The original vision—called
“Project Florida”—was far more than
just a theme park. It was envisioned as
a multi-faceted development, including
an airport, an industrial park, and, most
notably, a planned community known as
the Experimental Prototype Community
of Tomorrow, or EPCOT. This wouldn’t
have been just a theme park, but a fully
functional city designed around innova-
tive urban planning principles.

The Roar: How was your urban plan-
ning vision unique compared to conven-
tional city planning at the time?

Walt: One of the most groundbreak-
ing aspects of the plan was thatit was a
pedestrian-centric design. Unlike many
urban planners at the time, [ believed
that American cities were too depen-
dent on cars. My goal was to create an
environment where pedestrians would
be “king,” free to walk without worrying
about motorized vehicles. Cars wouldn't

WWW.EASTLEENEWS.COM 04
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Walt Disney On Transportation And Urban Planning

Terri Lewis | Director, Planet Connected

have been banned outright, but they
would have been hidden from view, with
rapid transit systems providing the pri-
mary means of transportation.

The Roar: Speaking of transit, you've
been a big proponent of high-speed
transportation systems. Can you tell us
about the plans for the monorail?

Walt: Definitely! The monorail was
a key component of my vision for a
modern transportation system. We had
already introduced a monorail at Disn-
eyland, and planned to expand on that
success in Florida, making it the back-
bone of transportation for EPCOT and
the entire Disney World resort. The idea
was for the monorail to function much
like a rapid transit system in a major
city, with direct, efficient connections
between different areas.

The Roar: Did any of those transit
plans make it into the Disney World we
know today?

Walt: Yes and no. While the original
vision of EPCOT as a fully functioning
city was never realized, the monorail
system did open with Disney World in
1971. Initially, it had two routes—the
Express and Resortloops—and in 1982,
a third line was added to connect to the
new EPCOT theme park. Today, the sys-
tem consists of 12 Mark VI trains which
serve around 150,000 daily riders. That’s
comparable to the combined light rail
ridership of Boston and Philadelphia!

The Roar: We've talked about the
monorail, the Skyliner, and the ferries,
but there’s another major transportation
system at Disney World that people may
not think about—buses. Can you tell us
about Disney’s bus network?

Walt: Absolutely! While the monorail
and Skyliner get a lot of attention, Dis-
ney’s bus system is actually the backbone
of the resort’s transportation network.
With over 300 buses in operation, Dis-
ney Transport operates the 10th largest
transit system in the U.S. by fleet size.

The Roar: That's surprising! How did
the bus system become such a critical
part of Disney World’s operations?

Walt: Well, when Disney World first
opened in 1971, it only had one theme
park—Magic Kingdom—and most
guests relied on the monorail or ferries.
However, as the resort expanded with
new parks, hotels, and attractions, the
need for a flexible, high-capacity transit
system grew. Unlike monorails or ferries,
buses don’t require dedicated infrastruc-
ture like tracks or waterways, making
them easier to scale with demand. Today,
they provide the most extensive point-
to-point transit service on the property,
connecting hotels, theme parks, water
parks, and shopping areas.

The Roar: Can you give us an idea of
how large the bus network is?

Walt: Of course! Disney buses oper-
ate over 300 routes, with nearly 500
bus stops spread across the resort’s 43
square miles. On a busy day, the fleet
can move over 400,000 guests, making
it one of the most complex and busiest
transit systems in the country.

The Roar: You mentioned that Dis-
ney Transport ranks as the 10th largest
transit system in the U.S. in terms of fleet
size. How does it compare to major city
transit systems?

Walt: That's right. Disney’s fleet size
puts it ahead of many well-known mu-
nicipal transit agencies. For perspective:
It's larger than the bus fleets in cities like
Seattle, Denver, and Minneapolis.

It moves more daily passengers than
most U.S. light rail systems.

The scale of operations is similar to
mid-sized urban transit agencies like
those in Miami or San Diego.

Even though it’s a private system, it
operates with the complexity of a major
urban transit authority.

The Roar: That’s incredible. How does
Disney manage such a large-scale bus
operation?

Walt: Disney operates its bus network
24 /7, with different service frequencies
depending on demand. Buses run ap-
proximately every 15-20 minutes during
peak hours and operate from before
park opening until well after closing to
accommodate guests staying at resorts.

To streamline operations, Disney has
five major bus depots, a fleet mainte-
nance facility, and real-time GPS track-
ing to optimize routes and reduce wait
times. They’ve also introduced electron-
ic arrival boards at bus stops, helping
guests know exactly when the next bus
will arrive.

The Roar: With so many different
transit options at Disney World, why do
the buses remain the most important?

Walt: Simply put, buses provide the
most flexibility. While the monorail and
Skyliner are fantastic for high-capacity
routes, they’re limited to specific corri-
dors. Buses, on the other hand:

Cover the entire resort - They connect
all hotels, parks, and other key areas.

Can be easily rerouted - If there’s con-
struction, an event, or a breakdown,
buses can adapt instantly.

Scale with demand - Unlike fixed-track
transit, more buses can be added during
peak periods like holidays and special

Tyler Smith

Agency Owner

=3rightway

THE SMITH & MITCHELL AGENCY TEAM FOCUSES ON PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

Insurance isn't just about policies—it’s about PEOPLE. As your neighbors, we're committed
to providing expert advice, real solutions, and the trusted service you deserve.

Chris Mitchell

Agency Owner

{5 200+ 5-STAR GOOGLE REVIEWS

The Smith &
Mitchell Agency

events.

For example, during the nightly park
closures, Disney dispatches waves of
buses to clear out thousands of guests in
justa few hours. That kind of operational
flexibility is something other modes of
transport can’'t match.

The Roar: Is Disney doing anything
to modernize or make the bus system
more sustainable?

Walt: Yes! In recent years, Disney has
introduced electric and diesel-hybrid
buses to reduce emissions and improve
fuel efficiency. They've also added buses
with newer accessibility features, like
low-floor boarding and better accom-
modations for wheelchairs and strollers.
Disney is also exploring ways to further
optimize routes using Al and predictive
analytics, like what major public transit
agencies are doing.

The Roar: Thanks for sharing such a
fascinating look at Disney’s transporta-
tion capabilities.

Walt: My pleasure! Disney’s trans-
portation investments are a hidden but
essential part of what makes Disney
World operate like a small city and the
greatest place on Earth.

The Roar: What advice would you like
to provide Lee County residents?

Walt: Lee County is a beautiful place,
and there are so many ways to enhance
the transportation experience—making
it more enjoyable and less car-depen-
dent. Consider water taxis to the islands,
expanding LeeTran trolley service year-
round, and increasing bus frequency,
routes, and hours. Park-and-Ride options
for the beach and Lehigh are great start-
ing points. E-bikes are an exciting inno-
vation, allowing more people to enjoy
longer rides in the sunshine. Investing
in bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure,
like a connection from Cape Coral to
Pine Island, would make a big impact.
And don’t forget rail—Florida has arich
rail history, and a high-speed line from
Miami to Tampa along I-75, with stops
along the coast, could be transformative.
There are so many possibilities to build
on what makes Lee County such a great
place to live and visit! 4>
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* Local Experts, Personal Service — We don't just understand insurance; we understand your community.

* More Carriers, Better Options — Access to multiple providers means the right coverage at the best value.

* Protection You Can Trust — Real peace of mind comes from knowing you're properly covered.

* Insurance, Done Right — The way it should be—transparent, reliable, and tailored to you.

* Integrity at Our Core — Honesty and trust are the foundation of everything we do.

* Smart Savings, No Shortcuts — We prioritize affordability by optimizing coverage, never by cutting corners.

* Support When It Matters Most - If you have a claim, we stand by you—ensuring a smooth, fair resolution.

Give Us a Call, Visit Us Online or Come On By for a FREE Quote!

Home ¢ Flood * Condo ¢ Renters * Personal Articles * Auto * Motorcycle ¢ RV ¢« Boat * Business ¢ Life * Umbrella * Pet

THE SMITH & MITCHELL AGENCY — ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF
2 LOCATIONS TO BETTER SERVE YOU!

9230 Daniels Parkway | Fort Myers, Florida 33912
1205 Piper Boulevard | Naples, Florida 34110

239-603-8200

smithandmitchell@brightway.com
SMITHANDMITCHELLAGENCY.COM

&
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Cast A Line For A Cause: Lee County 4-H Foundation’s
Annual FiShing Tournament Arielle Pierce | Lee County 4-H Agent

Get ready to reel in the fun at the
Lee County 4-H Foundation’s Annual
Catch and Release Fishing Tourna-
ment on May 3, 2025! This exciting
family-friendly event isn’t just about
fishing—it’s about supporting local
4-H youth.

Anglers of all ages can compete in
divisions including Shiner Angler (7
& under), Youth Angler (8-17), Adult
Angler (18+), and Top Team (up to
four participants). This saltwater
tournament kicks off at safe daylight,
with participants fishing from shore,
bridges, piers, or boats. Winners will
be determined by the total length of
their best catches of 1 redfish, 2 trout,
and 1 mystery fish. Prizes are awarded
at the 4:30 p.m. awards and raffle at

the North Fort Myers 4-H Office, which
is open to everyone, even if you do not
participate as an angler.

The tournament is open to the pub-
lic—no 4-H membership required!
Your entry fee includes a dri-fit tour-
nament shirt, meal ticket, and tourna-
ment bag. Plus, don’t miss out on the
food, raffles, and community fun at
the awards ceremony. Sign up by April
18th to secure a dry-fit shirt, however
you can sign up later.

Proceeds from the event directly
benefit the Lee County 4-H Founda-
tion Scholarship Fund, helping local
4-H youth pursue higher education.
Whether you're an avid angler or just
love to support a great cause, now’s

the time to register as an an-
gler or become a sponsor!

The Lee County 4-H Foun-
dation secures resources to
support the Lee County 4-H
Youth Development Program
in its efforts to teach youth
leadership, citizenship, and
life skills. We are a 501(c)(3)
tax exempt, nonprofit orga-
nization.

For more information or to
sign up, please contact Shaw-
na Halloran, Tournament
Committee Board Member
at LeeCounty4HFounda-

tion@gmail.com. Follow the
Lee County 4-H Foundation Faceboo
page for updates and information on

Kk how you can support Lee County 4-H.

Let s make waves for our Lee County

Midwest Food Bank Raises

Over $250,000 To Fight
Food Insecurity In Florida

JP Almonacid | Midwest Food Bank Florida, 239.690.1722
Jalmonacid@midwestfoodbank.org

Midwest Food Bank Florida hosted its
highly anticipated 2025 Winter Harvest
Dinner & Live Auction on Saturday, February
22, at the Caloosa Sound Convention Center.
The event successfully raised over $250,000
to support the organization’s mission of
providing food and resources to more than
230 partner agencies throughout Florida.

The evening began with a stirring per-
formance of the National Anthem by Mary
Kitchen, accompanied by the Lee County
Sheriff’s Office Color Guard. Guests were
also treated to special music by Will and
Mary Kitchen, setting the tone for a night of
generosity and community impact. Midwest
Food Bank Florida’s Executive Director; John
McKinnon, delivered an inspiring keynote
address, highlighting the critical work being
done to alleviate food insecurity across the
state.

The highlight of the evening was the live
auction, where attendees rallied together to
raise vital funds in support of Midwest Food
Bank’s programs. Through the generosity of
sponsors, donors, and attendees, the event
exceeded expectations, furthering the or-
ganization’s ability to serve individuals and
families in need.

The success of the 2025 Winter Harvest
Dinner & Live Auction was made possible in
part by the generous support of Title Spon-
sor Dr: Carol Rae Culliton and the Gunterberg
Charitable Foundation. Their commitment
to fighting hunger and strengthening com-
munities played a significant role in the
evening’s achievements.

“We are incredibly grateful to everyone
who contributed to this extraordinary night
- from our sponsors and donors to our
dedicated volunteers and staff,” said John
McKinnon, Executive Director of Midwest
Food Bank Florida. “The funds raised will
make a tangible difference in the lives of
those facing food insecurity, ensuring that
we can continue to provide hope and nour-
ishment to families in need.”

Midwest Food Bank Florida extends its
heartfelt appreciation to all who attended
and supported the event. Their generosity
and compassion are instrumental in the
fight against hunger.

For more information about Midwest Food
Bank Florida and how to supportits mission,
visit www.midwestfoodbank.org. 4>

AAE promotes the Christ-centered gospel and
biblical worldview for human flourishing.

We research and share news and information,
stand with persecuted Christians, speak up for
freedoms, and encourage an army of biblical
faith.

We amplify faithful and courageous leaders
like Franklin Graham, Sean Feucht, Megan
Basham, Eric Metaxas, Alveda King, Jim
Garlow, George

Barna, and

many more.
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10 OFF
ALL FLEX 4
TESTS

43
(239) 674-9060

4316 LEE BLVD. UNIT 11, LEHIGH ACRES, FL 33971

WE ARE OFFERING 10% OFF ALL FLEX 4
HEARTWORM TESTS. WITH SUMMER JUST

AROUND THE CORNER, YOU’LL WANT

TO MAKE SURE YOU TEST YOUR FAMILY’S

CANINES FOR HEARTWORMS. AND, BECAUSE

YOUR PET IS ‘SOME-BUNNY’ SPECIAL TO US, WE ARE
OFFERING 10% OFF ALL FLEX 4 TESTS!

239-356- STAY (7829)

LIGHTHOUSEISLANDRESORT.COM
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PEST CONTROL

SERVING SW FLORIDA SINCE 1966
Our Services Include:

CONTROL
SERVICE

Don't let pests take over your
home—call us for top-notch
pest control services today!

9}{ Household Pests

% Specialty Pests

""" Lawn/Turf Management
‘ Termite Control

e YOUR
'fh‘ Mosquito Control SAFEGUQ?:R()M

HOM
PEST INFESTATION

YOUR PEST SOLUTION

Say goodbye to pesky invaders with
Fort Myers Pest Control,

your trusted partner in pest control.

WHY CHOOSE US?

« Expert Technicians

« Eco-Friendly Solutions

« Comprehensive Services
+ Preventive Measures

+ Timely Response

(239) 543-3100

www.FortMyersPestControl.com
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After 38 Special’s unforgettable per-
formance on March 16th at the Caloosa
Sound Amphitheater in Fort Myers, we
were reminded of the lasting impact
classic touring bands have on genera-
tions of fans. Music’s power to evoke
emotions and memories makes each
show a unique experience.

For Fort Myers, the connection runs
even deeper, thanks to local Southern
rock legend Bobby Capps. As the band’s
keyboardist and backing vocalist, Bob-
by has shaped their signature sound
and kept their legacy alive for fans old
and new.

To thank him for bringing this iconic
music to his hometown, we sat down
with Bobby at the World Famous
Buckingham Blues Bar;, where he often
takes the stage to jam. Here’s what we
learned from this rock legend.

Q: James Kennedy: You started
touring with 38 Special around 1987
right? What was it like joining the
band?

A: Bobby Capps: Yeah, ‘87, I started
working with the guys then, my first
tour with 38 Special was in 1988. I've
been with the band for 37 years now.
When I first joined, I was in awe of
their talent—it was intimidating. It took
me about 10 to15 years before I truly
felt like I was a member of the band
and not just the new guy. It was like
getting recruited by a championship
team that had already won a couple
of World Series.

Q: What was that first tour like?

A: We had “Second Chance” out,
which was one of 38 Special’s biggest
and highest charting hits. Max Carl
wrote and sang on that one original-
ly—he did two records with the band.
[ was with them during that time. Then
Max left, and founding member Don
[Barnes] came back after doing his
solo record. So while Don was gone,
the band did two records on their own,
and I was part of that.

Q: You were already pretty estab-
lished in the Southern rock scene by
then, weren’t you?

A: Well, I was playing in cover bands
all over, mostly in Southeast region, but
really in about 15 states. We'd travel
around playing clubs, managed first by
American Band Management in Hous-
ton, then Ted Skorman'’s agency out of
Orlando. I was bouncing around the
country—Florida to California—play-
ing with different bands. Then I ended
up in Jacksonville, Florida, and met the
38 Special guys.

Q: Do you remember your first
show?

A: Oh, yeah. It was in Greenville, South
Carolina, at the Greenville Memorial Au-
ditorium—now torn down. It was also
the last place Lynyrd Skynyrd played
before the plane crash. Pretty wild.

Q: That must’ve been surreal, be-
ing part of that history. What got you
into performing? Did you ever think
it would take you this far?

A: I always figured I'd make it—
dreamer mentality, you know? But a
lot of people don’t. | almost went a
different route. I had a track scholarship
in college, majored in aviation, but my
grades were awful. Lost my scholarship,
and my parents told me to come home.
So I crashed on couches in Little Rock
for a while.

Q: Did you grow up in a musical
family?

A: Yes, my parents were musicians.
They played in small venues, more for
fun than anything. There was always a
piano in the house, so I naturally started
playing early on.

Q: So how did you end up in a
band?

A: I was always in a band from a
young age but after college, a buddy got
tired of me mooching off his couch and
told me to get a job. He took me to Boyd
Music Company in North Little Rock,
where bands posted job listings. Before
[ could even put my name up, we saw
a band looking for a keyboard player. |
auditioned, got the gig, and they were
already working with American Band
Management, playing all over—Texas,
Kentucky, St. Louis, Louisiana, etc. | was
19 or 20, not even old enough to drink,
and just hit the road.

Q: So that led you to 38 Special?
A: Eventually, yeah. After a few years
of bouncing around, I was playing a

Bringing The Music Home: An Interview With 38
Special’s Bobby Capps

Interview by James Kennedy, Written by Katrina Salokar & Bobby Capps

club in Little Rock, and a Florida band
came in on their night off. They liked
my playing and offered me a spot. At
first, I turned them down—I loved my
current band. But a few weeks later, my
band imploded, so I called the Florida
guys back. They flew me to Jacksonville,
and next thing [ knew, [ was playing
Southeast regional circuits with them.

Q: How did you officially get into
38 Special?

A: We were playing a Jacksonville
club one night, and the 38 Special guys
came in. We jammed, became friends,
played poker, hung out for that week.
Their singer at the time, Max Carl, was
also their keyboard player, and he liked
my setup. He asked me to help him
upgrade his rig, so I did. A few months
later; I half-jokingly asked how much
they paid their keyboard tech. Max
laughed and told me, “That’s a roadie
job—you’re a player” Then about a
month later, he called me up, said his
keyboard tech wasn’t working out. He
made me an offer: come on tour, work
behind the curtain playing keyboards
and vocals, and within a year, I'd be on
stage as a second keyboard player. That
was enough for me.

Q: So you jumped on board?

A: Yep. Next thing I knew, a big rig
showed up to haul my gear, and [ was
off to Greenville, South Carolina, to start
the tour. Worked 24-48 hours straight,
setting everything up. Greg Giuffria and
his band Giuffria was opening for us.
And that’s how it started. Right place,
right time—but also right friendships.

Q: You were mentioning 38 Spe-
cial and Lynyrd Skynyrd guys com-
ing into small clubs when you were
playing. One Monday, we noticed
you were really paying attention to
Kelly Baker’s set at the High Horse.

A:.She’s a great singer, and her guitar
player, Noe Socha, is phenomenal. He’s
blind, which makes what he does even
more amazing. I'd love to follow his
career and see where he goes.

Q: Do you feel like you're in that
elder statesman role now, looking
at younger performers?

A: Yeah, I've been around the block.
I've been in a world-class band, and 1
had a recording studio in Nashville for
15 years with Chris Henderson from
Three Doors Down called Rivergate
Studios. We were known for rock and
outlaws, not country, which made it
hard to break into the Nashville scene,
but we had our own thing just outside
of town.

Q: Can you tell us more about some
of the acts that rolled through your
studio?

A: We had members of bands like
Shinedown, Nickelback, and David Z,
who recorded Prince’s Purple Rain.
We had Kevin McCreery with Uncle
Kracker, Tantric, Kenny Olson from Kid
Rock, Saving Abel, Johnny K, Trey Hill
from Big and Rich, We also had interns
who later became big, like Chet Roberts,
who now plays guitar for Three Doors
Down, there were so many.

Q: Is developing music your main
passion?

A: It goes in phases. Sometimes [ love
being in the studio, sometimes [ won't
go near it for years and just focus on
playing live. I love sitting in with the
band at Buckingham when I'm not on
the road. We do about 100 cities a year;
but when I play here, most of the time
[ don’t know the key or the song—we
kind of just make it up as we go. That's
my passion.

Q: You mentioned 38 Special is
working on a new record. How's that
going?

A: We just got early mixes in, and
it sounds really good. It's our 50th
Anniversary, and we're touring with
Kansas—20 to 30 shows together. The
record’s almost done, and I can’t wait
for people to hear it.

Q: What is it like recording with
38 Special?

A: Some of the songs we hadn’t heard
before we went into the studio this
time. It makes for a very exciting and
spontaneous recording process. It
worked out really cool.

Q: Have you had the chance to col-
laborate with any of your musical
heroes?

A: Yes, I've played with a lot of art-
ists I grew up admiring (see the large
list below). [ even got to perform with

Loretta Lynn at the Grand Ole Opry:. If I
could pick one dream collaboration, it
would be with Eric Clapton. There are
so many I could pick from.

Q: A while back, we heard a new
song recording of yours played in
the bar (Buckingham Blues Bar).
What was that?

A: Probably Fear to Faith. [ wrote
it during COVID with a buddy Mitch
Covington. He also wrote a song that
I sang for a movie called Blink Of An
Eye. He called me when I was leaving
Atlanta driving to Nashville and asked
me to help me write it, but by the time
[ got to Chattanooga he had already
written it. So when I got to Nashville,
I sang a guide vocal, and he ended up
keeping my take for the final version.

Q: What happens to these songs
you write over the years?

A: You never know. I once wrote a
song called Slightly Controversial 30
years ago with my band Downtime. Don
Barnes from 38 Special always like it,
and now it’s finally making it onto the
new record. Even cooler; the guy from
Train (Patrick Monahan) sings on it. So
something I wrote decades ago is now
getting a new life.

Q: As a keyboardist, how do you
add layers to 38 Special’s sound
while keeping their Southern rock
energy?

A: (Laughs) Fifths and no left hand!
And what I mean by that is the original
bass player, Larry Junstrom, used to
give me the business for using my left
hand because that's where the bass
notes are. He’d be like, "I'm the bass
player, don’t use your left hand,” and
then the other players are like, “This
is a guitar band, play fifths,” because
that is like a major chord, they wanted
a guitar rock sound. So yeah, it does not
take a genius to do my job, thank God.
[ tell people I have the coolest job be-
cause it's a mostly a guitar band. I mean,
sometimes in the studio, I overplay, I'll
give more than is needed on a record
or whatever, and they are like, no, no,
no, its’ a wrap, we’re good, (laughs).

Q: How did you get started with our
local Beef O’Brady’s at the Verhanda
plaza in Fort Myers?

A: 1 was in Key West for about ten
years on and off, playing at a little club
called Rick’s Bar. Robert Kelin, who
was the manager there and from Key
West, reconnected with me and asked
if | wanted to buy into Beef O’Brady’s.
[ figured, why not?

Q: How did you get introduced to
the Buckingham Blues Bar?

A: When [ bought into Beef O’Brady’s,
[ found a place near by. The principal
partner, Sid Pittman, would always
come in, and one night, he asked if |
wanted to see some blues. At first, |
was hesitant—I'd passed by the place
ten times and thought, “I'm not going
in there.” But I finally went, and before
[ knew it, [ was up on stage playing
a couple of songs. That's when Tom-
my called me up and asked, “Hey, boy.
Where you from?” I told him Nashville,
and he said, “Well, you’re pretty good.”
[ joked, “I've been practicing,” and he
said, “Well, you keep that practice up—
it's working for you.”

Q: How did you and Tommy be-
come close?

A: A few weeks after that night,
Tommy showed up at Beef ‘s while |
was working. I walked through, and
he called me an “asshole” in the best
way possible. We've been best buddies
ever since.

Q: Do you still enjoy playing music
outside of 38 Special?

A: Absolutely. I like playing casually
athome, and sometimes I jump in with
other bands for fun. I also love impro-
vising—just sitting down and playing
something on the spot without know-
ing the song beforehand. Sometime it
works out, sometimes it doesn’t.

Q: How do you decide when to play
at The Buck?

A:1don’ttell people when I'm coming
because if | do, it starts feeling like a
job. I want to keep it fun—if I feel like
playing, I show up. If [ don’t, I won’t.
[ already get to do this for a living, so
playing here is just for fun.

Q: What's a typical day like on tour
with 38 Special?

A: IfI'told you, I'd have to kill you! But
really, I don’t get paid for the 90-minute
show—I do that for free. I get paid for

the airports, hotels, buses, interviews,
and lack of sleep. We're on a bus until
3AM, get off at a hotel, grab a few hours
of sleep, and then repeat. The worst
part? No restaurants within walking
distance for lunch—that pisses me off.

Q: What's been your favorite place
to perform?

A: Fort Myers, because it’s close to
home—no buses or planes needed. But
beyond that, Red Rocks is special, and
playing in Hawaii is always incredible,
there’s so many, it's hard to just pick a
few. My favorite place to play is always
the next one. We've also done musical
cruises, and getting off the boat to see
new places is always awesome.

Q: How did you end up playing on
the USS Nebraska (Ohio-class ballis-
tic missile submarine)?

A: A friend of ours, John Breaux, was
a petty officer on the sub. He somehow
convinced the captain to let us come on
board and perform at 380 feet below
the surface on nuclear power. We were
out there for three days, and I slept
between 24 nuclear missiles—that was
my bunk!

Q: Are there any well-known songs
or albums where you played a be-
hind-the-scenes role that fans might
not know about?

A: Yes, quite a few. Most of what I've
worked on is listed below, but some
highlights include contributing to a Bret
Michaels album Jammin’ with Friends,
with several Poison songs on it. I played
keyboards on a remake of Every Rose
Has It's Thorn, a duet with Bret and
Loretta Lynn, probably one of the most
incredible recording experience of my
career. | was also involved in a Van
Zandt live record called Red, White &
Blue, recorded in Valdosta, Georgia.
That band featured Johnny and Don-
nie Van Zandt, and I toured with them
for all four of their albums—two rock
records and two country records on
Sony, before officially joining 38 Special.
We also did a couple of MTV videos,
including Party in a Parking Lot and
another one I can’t recall, and Johnny
had a hit called Brickyard Road. One
particularly cool but unreleased project
was playing with Gregg Allman on New
Year’s Eve 1999, when it was about to
be the year 2,000, at the Tabernacle in
Atlanta, alongside Don Barnes, War-
ren Haynes, Derek Trucks , and Allen
Woody from Gov’t Mule. 38 Special also
toured with Gregg Allman, and we once
celebrated our birthdays together in a
hotel, playing pool all night and having
a few drinks.

Q: How has the industry changed
over the years?

A: Back in the day, the primary way
you were really heard was on the ra-
dio, so it was easier for bands to get
heard. Now, someone can have a mil-
lions streams online and still not make
aliving.

Q: Do you still have a desire to re-
lease new music?

A: Personally? No. With 38 Special,
sure—especially with the 50th An-
niversary coming up. But financially,
streaming pays next to nothing, and
it's just not worth it anymore.

Q: Is that why we're not seeing as
much great new music these days?

A: Yeah. There’s no money in it really.
Artists don’t get paid much for record-
ings these days, and if fans can listen to
every song ever made for $10 a month,
one at a time, so why would they buy
a full album?

Q: So if selling records isn’t profit-
able, how do artists survive?

A: Touring. You have to sell tickets
and pack venues because that’s one
of the main way to make money. That
and merchandise.

Q: Is there a way to fix the economy
of music?

A: More legislation needs to be cre-
ated to compensate artists and make
records profitable again. Other indus-
tries—movies, art—still have value in
a tangible product. Music, though, is
just given away for free.

Q: How do live venues play into
this?

A: Successful venues don’t constantly
switch up genres. You have to build a
consistent crowd. If people come ex-
pecting reggae on Thursday and you
suddenly throw in a country act, they
won’t come back. The key is stabili-
ty—grow each night with a dedicated
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audience. ¢ Joan Jett and The Blackhearts e Nitty Gritty Dirt Band e 2001 Anthology 38 Special: Vocals/
¢ Leta Ford e Little River Band Piano/Keyboards/Background Vocals
Q: So if this place (Buckingham ¢ Eagles e April Wine ¢ 1999 Live From Sturgis 38 Special:

e Men at Work
¢ Toby Keith

Blues Bar) goes country, are you out?
A: Oh yeah. That'd be my night off.

¢ Jefferson Starship
e Golden Earring

Keyboards/Group Member/Engi-
neer/Editing/Vocals (background)

(Everyone laughs.) ¢ Trace Adkins e America
« Blake Shelton e Badfinger PRODUCERS
Q: Any final thoughts? e Taylor Swift e Survivor
A:It'sbeenawildride,and I've gota e Travis Tritt e Black Oak Arkansas ¢ Kevin Elson
ton of stories—some [ can’t even tell! ¢ Foghat e Bret Micheals e Kurt Kelsey
But I love what I do, and as long as it e Nazareth e Loretta Lynn e David Z
stays fun, I'll keep doing it. o Steppewolf e Benjamin Orr (Cars) ¢ Joe Hardy
¢ Peter Frampton e Shinedown ¢ Rodney Mills
Q: Anything else before we wrap ¢ Randy Bachman e Johnny K
up? e Pat Travers Band ALBUM CREDITS
A: Let me read it before you printit! e Bachman Turner Overdrive COMPANIES
(Laughs) Turn it off. e Uriah Heep e 2024 Tommy Lee’s Jonesin: Piano e BMI
¢ Artimus Pile Band ¢ 2014 Cody Joe Tillman and The Wick- e Pavement Records
STAGE PREFORMANCES « Alice Cooper ed Truth: Vocals (background) o William Morris Agency
¢ Bad Company e 2013 Shine Through Strange Daze: e Sony Music
¢ Allman Brother/Marshall Tucker ¢ Paul Rodgers Producer/Engineer/Editing/Key- e Creative Artist Agency
o Styx e War boards/Vocals (background) ¢ Rockridge Music
e REO Speedwagon ¢ Blue Oyster Cult e 2013 I Want it All 7th Key: Vocals ¢ ASCAP
e Charlie Daniels Band ¢ Edger Winter Band (background) ¢ Vector Management
e Lynyrd Skynrd e The]. Geils Band e 2013 Jammin With Friends Brett Mi-
 Government Mule * Loverboy chaels: Keyboards TV APPEARANCES
e Derek Trucks ¢ Georgia Satellites e 2011 Live From Texas 38 Special: En-
e Bad Company e Steve Miller Band gineer/Group Member/Keyboards/ e Emerald Lagassi
e Grand Funk Railroad e 77 Top Vocals ¢ Regis and Kelly
e Kansas e Blackstone Cherry e 2010 1000 Miles Away Willie Stard- e Imus in The Morning
e Tommy Tutone ¢ Blackberry Smoke lin: Produce/Engineer/Editing/ Key- ¢ Good Morning Dallas
e Trick Pony ¢ Kentucky Headhunters boards/Vocals(background) o ESPN Pre-NASCAR race show
e Night Ranger ¢ Kenny Rogers e 2010 Lost Souls Like Us Benjy Davis ¢ Home Shopping Network
e 3 Doors Down ¢ George Strait Project: Producer/Engineer/Editing/ e CMT Crossroads with 38 Special and
e Survivor e Mothers Finest Hammond B3/Vocals (background) Trace Adkins
e Big and Rich ¢ Temptations e 2009 Beautifully Strange Halfdown e Fox and Friends
¢ Brooks and Dunn ¢ Cool and The Gang Thomas: Producer/Engineer/Edit-
e Montgomery Gentry e Beach Boys ing/Keyboards/Vocals (background) FILM
e Atlanta Rhythm Section ¢ Foo Fighters e 2008 20th Century Masters Christ-
¢ Stone Temple Pilots mas Collection: 38 Special Audio e 2019 “Blink Of An Eye” Title Track/
TOURED OR SHARED STAGE  « Black Crows Engineer/Engineer/Editing/Group ~ Vocals, with Chris Henderson, Chet
e Vanilla Ice Member/Keyboards/Vocals (back- Roberts, and Greg Upchurch from
e 3 Doors Down ¢ Puddle Of Mudd ground) 3 Doors Down. Documentary film
¢ Allman Brothers ¢ Collective Soul e 2007 My Kind Of Country Van Zant: that depicts the career of NASCAR
Styx ¢ Gretchen Wilson Keyboards driver Michael Waltrip and his
REO Speedwagon ¢ Head East e 2007 Rock n Roll Machine Big Engine: friendship with Dale Earnhardt.
Def Leppard e Ratt Keyboards https://youtu.be/_g4jGUIGKT
Outlaws e Cinderella e 2007 Dust The Benjy Davis Project e 2001 Movie: “Super Troopers” Title
Marshall Tucker ¢ Kiss Co: Producer/Engineer/Editing/Key- Track - Trooper With An Attitude
Great White e The Clash boards/Vocals (background) with 38 Special. Produced by Broken
Molly Hatchet e Jethro Tull e 2005 Last Time: Composer/Lead LizardMusician/ Engineer - Recorded
Lynyrd Skynyrd ¢ Boston Vocals/Background Vocals/ Group music and effects to specific scenes

Brooks and Dunn
Zak Brown
Journey

Winona Judd
The Cars
Foreigner

Heart

e Doobie Brothers
e Huey Lewis and The News

e Credence Clearwater Revival
¢ Thin Lizzy

e The Guess Who

e Grand Funk Railroad

¢ Atlanta Rhythm Section

e Cheap Trick

e UFO

e Poco

e Sammy Hagar

Member/Keyboards/Rap/Engineer/
Editing

under guidance of film director and
producer.

e 2004 Drivetrain 38 Special: Key-
boards/Group Member/Engineer/
Editing/Vocals (background)

e 2001 AWild Eyed Christmas Night38
Special: Keyboards/Group Member/
Engineer/Editing/Vocals (back-
ground)

Listen Online to Bobby Capps Music
at www.allmusic.com/artist/bobby-
capps-mn0000634384 4

1990 ZZ Top Recycler Tour. Target
Center, Minneapolis, MN. Johnny
Van Zant Band (opening act).

SOUTHERN GULF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVIGES

SGLES

Bobby Capps 38 Special

ASBESTOS & MWLD REMOVAL

LIC: CJCA54116 « LIC: MRSR1298 « LIC: ZAOOO167

38 Special Performing the title track for the
movie, “Blink of an Eye” for Fox

and Friends in NYC.

> ASBESTOS REMOVAL & ABATEMENT

> EPA LEAD RENOVATOR

REQUEST A QUOTE ONLINE TODAY!
239-634-6852 + SGES@SGESINC + ABESTOSREMOVALFORTMYERS.COM

SAT, APR19TH MEMPHIS LIGHTNING
8pm - 11pm ¢ $20 Admission
The Buckingham SAT, APR26TH B ACKYARD BLUESFEST*
BLOOD BROTHERS, Tommy Lee Cook & BBB
BIUCS Bar 2pm -7pm * $20 Admission
_ SAT, MAY3RD BACKYARD BLUESFEST*
\ Damon Fowler, Tommy Lee Cook & BBB
‘- 2pm - 7pm ¢ $20 Admission
0 FRI, MAYSTH J.P. SOARS
8pm - 11pm « $20 Admission
SAT, MAY 10TH Trullie Brae
8pm - 11pm ¢ $15 Admission
SAT, MAY 177TH BACKYARD BLUESFEST*
BETTY FOXAND T.B.A
2pm -7pm * $20 Admission
SAT, MAY 31TH GARY HOEY
8pm - 11pm ¢ $20 Admission
™ THU,JUN19TH VICTOR WAINWRIGHT & THE TRAIN
Cancs A/,'M/ 8pm - 11pm ¢ Admission TBD
Bles FRI,JUN27TH ALBERT CASTIGLIA
8pm - 11pm ¢ $20 Admission
) SELWYN BIRCHWOOD
Featuring Tommy Lee Cook & BBB SAT, JUN 28TH 8pm - 11pm + $20 Admission
Weekly: Sundays 3-6pm and Wed 8-11pm *11am Bar Opens * 1pm Gate Opens * 2pm Music Starts « NO Coolers Please

(239) 693-7111 - BUCKINGHAMBAR.COM

5641 Buckingham Road - Fort Myers, FL
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Hydrafacial ®
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Facials
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Injections
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16410 OAKVIEW CIRCLE, ALVA, FL 33920

$1,750,000 |4BED S|5B ATHS | 4,300 SQF

B R ST TR Y Stunning Riverfront Home in Alva’s Most Desirable Location. Safe Boat Harborage East Of
WWW.DARIUSCOCHRAN.COM Lock/Dam. Nestled on the historic and scenic North River Road in the sought-after River Wind
T T S 5 Cove community. This exceptional riverfront property is the only home in the neighborhood with
a private gate, offering enhanced privacy.

This spacious home boasts brand-new impact windows and sliding doors, along with a new metal
roof for added durability and peace of mind. Luxurious features abound, including a disappearing
edge swimming pool and spa, a reverse osmosis (RO) water system, and a full-house generator
for ultimate convenience. Inside, you'll find a natural gas fireplace, creating a cozy ambiance, and
a kitchen equipped with a natural gas stove, perfect for cooking enthusiasts. Outdoor enthusiasts
will love the private boat dock, while equestrian lovers will appreciate the large barn and horse
riding area. A boat ramp is conveniently within view, making it easy to launch your boat or bring
it in for cleaning. The home also features a private elevator, adding convenience and accessibility.
With 4 bedrooms and 4 full bathrooms, as well as a pool bath and an additional guest bath on the
lower level, this property is designed to accommodate family and guests comfortably.

Don’t miss this rare opportunity to own a one-of-a-kind home offering unparalleled charm,
privacy, and functionality in the prestigious River Wind Cove community.

PRICE.......ccccevevvurrenrnrcersueennnee.$1,750,000

RE/MAX HALL OF FAME SALES AWARD
PLATINUM SALES AWARD
] RE/MAX LEADERS & LEGENDS PUBLICATION

CHAIRMAN SALES AWARD RIVER & R ANCH
OFFICE: (239) 936-4222 « CELL: (239) 872-7653

www.LeeCountyLand.com « ReMaxRiverAndRanch@Gmail.com
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Heartworm disease is a serious and po-
tentially fatal condition affecting dogs and
cats in the United States and many other
parts of the world. This preventable disease
is transmitted to pets through a single bite
from an infected mosquito. Once infected,
heartworms can cause significant damage
to the heart, lungs, blood vessels, and other
organs.

Prevention, achieved through monthly
medication, is essential. Early detection
through testing is also crucial in maintain-
ing a healthy pet population.

Given the seriousness of heartworm dis-
ease, it's important to have accurate infor-
mation to help protect your pets.

Below are some common myths (and
facts) associated with heartworm disease.

MYTH #1: My pet will act sick if she
has heartworm disease and I will notice
signs early enough before the disease
becomes serious. Unfortunately, pets
with heartworm disease show few signs
until the infection is severe, and significant
damage has occurred in the heart, lungs,
blood vessels and other organs. In fact, your
pet may be infected for a year or longer
before you see any signs.

But, as the disease progresses, signs can
worsen to include mild, persistent cough,
reluctance to exercise, fatigue after moderate
activity, decreased or loss of appetite, diffi-
culty breathing, fainting or collapse, and fluid
accumulation in the abdomen (associated
with a type of heart failure).

MYTH #2: Dogs can live a long time
with Heartworms. The life expectancy of
a dog infected with heartworms depends on
the size of the dog, the relative health of the
dog, if the dog has a reaction to the worms,
and how many worms the dog has. However,
left untreated, heartworm disease is usually
fatal. Some dogs can carry a very low worm
burden and be okay (for a short while),
but most dogs who go untreated will not
survive. The truth is, all pets infected with
heartworms will suffer from some level of
organ damage due to heartworm disease.

MYTH #3: Treating heartworm disease
is just as easy as preventing it. Treat-
ment for canine heartworm disease is not
only costly but also traumatic and risky for
the dog, with unpredictable outcomes. The
treatment process can span several months
and involves multiple injections of an arse-
nic-based drug. It also requires strict activity
restriction for 10-16 weeks (or even longer)
and comes with significant costs. In addition
to the treatments and activity limitations, it’s
crucial to monitor for possible complications
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8 Common Myths About Heartworm Disease

Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM | Owner of Just 4 Pets Veterinary Wellness Center

of both the disease and its treatment, such
as blood clot formation (which may travel
to other organs), lung fibrosis, inflammation
of blood vessels, and more.

For cats, there is no available medication
to eliminate adult heartworms, and treat-
ment focuses on reducing inflammation
until the worms die naturally. Cats can suf-
fer serious complications from untreated
heartworm disease, including sudden death.
Since no curative treatment exists for cats,
prevention is absolutely vital

Myth #4: I can stop giving my pet heart-
worm prevention during the winter. Mos-
quitoes are hardy and can emerge any time
temperatures rise above 50 degrees. So,
this means year-round for us in Florida.
Therefore, year-round protection is safest,
to ensure your pet is protected.

Myth 5: Heartworm Disease Is Rarely
Fatal. Heartworm disease is a devastating
and potentially fatal condition. It can lead
to severe lung disease, heart failure, and
damage to other organs, all of which can
ultimately result in death. Heartworms can
significantly impact an animal’s quality of
life, causing debilitating symptoms that may
improve but not always fully resolve, even
with treatment, leading to lifelong chronic
health issues.

In cats, heartworm disease typically caus-
es lung disease, which can resemble asthma,
resulting in respiratory distress, chronic
coughing, and vomiting. The death of just
one adult heartworm in a cat can lead to
sudden, unexpected death.

Myth #6: My indoor pet does not need
heartworm prevention. All pets should
receive heartworm prevention, whether
they venture outside, or not. Mosquitoes find
their way indoors in a variety of ways - open
windows or doors, through screens, etc. Ac-
cording to the American Heartworm Society,
25% of cats diagnosed with heartworm
disease are indoor-only pets. All indoor pets
need heartworm prevention, to be protected
from heartworm disease.

Myth #7: My pet does not need an
annual heartworm test if she receives
regular prevention. Although assuming
prevention every month equals a negative
heartworm status makes sense, testing your
pet annually is critical. We want to ensure
the medication protects your pet, and if you
accidentally miss a dose, your dog spits it
out, or vomits the dose after receiving it,
your pet can be left unprotected. Missing
just one dose of a monthly medication—or
giving it late—can leave a pet unprotected.

In addition to a year-round heart-

9&9 Pools

New Construction & Renovation Services

JASON DUDLEY

Licensed & Insured CPC1456601
ETAE 239-722-9119

ﬁf&‘_—-‘ jason@jnjpool.com
A JNJPOOL.COM

CPCI1456601

worm-prevention regimen, the AHS rec-
ommends annual testing to ensure that

the prevention program is working. Al-
though heartworm preventives are highly
effective, nothing works 100 percent of the
time.

Myth 8: Natural Remedies Work as Well
as FDA-Approved Preventatives. Currently,
homeopathic remedies and herbal preven-
tives are not recommended as substitutes for
FDA-approved heartworm preventives, as
there is no proven evidence of their effective-
ness. No repellent or avoidance strategy can
replace the need for heartworm preventives.
These measures should be used alongside
preventives, not in place of them.

Natural repellents, such as neem oil
(which should be used with caution in cats),
and insecticides made from all natural in-
gredients may help reduce the number of
mosquito bites your pet receives. However,
not all mosquitoes will be repelled by natural
products, and your pet could still be at risk
of being bitten and potentially infected.

Heartworm infection is almost 100% pre-
ventable. There are several FDA-approved
heartworm preventives available in a variety
of formulations for your dog (oral tablets,
topical applications, and an injectable op-
tion) or cat (Orals and topicals only). Your
veterinarian can recommend the best meth-

od of prevention based upon your pet’s risk
factors and lifestyle.

April is Heartworm Awareness Month.
Have our pet tested for heartworm disease
(yes, especially your cat). Talk to your veter-
inarian about your pets’ risk of contracting
this disease and what preventative would
be best for your pet.

ABOUT
DR. VEJA TILLMAN, DVM

Dr. Tillman is a 2002 graduate of Tus-
kegee University School of Veterinary
Medicine. Her veterinary practice and
work experience focuses on health and
wellness of pets. She is the owner of Just
4 Pets Wellness Center and can be reached
at 239-270-5721.

CORRECTION NOTICE

In past issues, we mistakenly listed Dr.
Veja Tillman’s credentials as “DMV” in-
stead of “DVM.” Our sincerest apologies
go to Dr. Tillman for this error and any
unintended disrespect to the veterinary
profession. We truly appreciate the ded-
icated care veterinarians provide for our
beloved furry friends, and we care ve
much about the integrity of our work €™

just 4 Pets

WELLNESS CENTER

HOURS OF OPERATION

Mon - Thurs: 8 AM to 6 PM « Fri: 8AM to 5 PM
Open First Saturdays Of Every Month, 8am To 12pm

FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL
WELLNESS AND PREVENTATIVE CARE
SICK PET CARE
DENTAL CLEANING AND SURGERY
FULL IN-HOUSE DIAGNOSTICS
CAR SIDE OR IN CLINIC VISITS
LIMITED EXOTIC MEDICINE

MAKE AN
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

239-270-5721

www.Just4PetsFL.vet

8911 Daniels Parkway, Suite 7 | Fort Myers, FL 33912

PATERNITY * CHILD SUPPORT

CREDITORS’ RIGHTS
PAYMENT PLANS OFFERED - BILINGUAL

MI_B BARRIS LAW Dbivorce- CHILD CUSTODY

Experienced. Passionate. Straightforward.
FAMILY LAW & CIVIL LITIGATION ATTORNEY SERVICING EAST LEE COUNTY

Contact Us Today For Your FREE 30-Minute Consultation
239-691-9459 / 239-491-2180 / Melissa@Barris.Law

4513 LEE BLVD / LEHIGH ACRES, FLORIDA 33971 / MELISSABARRISLAW.COM
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A New Era In Healthcare
For Communities Of Lehigh
& Eastern Lee County

Mike Welch | voicesoflehigh.com—We Want to Hear From You!

At this year’s Cham-
ber Gala many in the
business community
will come together to
celebrate achievements,
servant leadership, pub-
lic service as well as community ser-
vice in healthcare. Recently HCA Florida
Healthcare completed the purchase of
Lehigh Regional Medical Center. It has
been renamed HCA Florida Lehigh Hos-
pital and now becomes part of the HCA
Healthcare West Division - from Citrus
County along to the south in Lee Coun-
ty. The stewards of the hospital have
been moving fast with new and dynamic
leadership - many who are well known
and respected in the field of medical
care. Needless to say the campus on Lee
Blvd. will be updated and the hospital
will engage the much needed specialty
care services that a modern healthcare
facility needs in a growing community.

Plans are in the process of a ribbon
cutting and introduction to the com-
munity and we will keep you informed
next month and will post on the East Lee
County Chamber’s website and social
media channels: www.eastleechamber.
com.

East Lee Students Take Tallahassee

Thirty middle school students and
faculty members will be hosted at the
Capitol by our area’s two state sena-
tors - Senate President Ben Albritton
and Senate President Emerita Kath-
leen Passidomo. This program has been
sponsored by the East Lee Chamber of
Commerce. Our students will visit the
Legislature and executive offices as well
as the Supreme Court.

Good luck students! N

Gateway’s Mini Spa & Salon!

Hello! My name is Jessica, and I'm thrilled to
introduce myself as the newest hairstylist at

With over 20 years of experience in the beauty
industry, I have developed a passion for helping
clients feel confident and beautiful. I specialize
in precision haircuts for both women and men,
dimensional color, grey coverage, and working
with curly hair to enhance its natural texture
and beauty. Whether you’re looking for a bold transformation, a subtle refresh, or
expert care for your curls, I'm here to bring your vision to life!

I can’t wait to meet you and help you achieve your hair goals. Book an appointment
today, and let’s create something amazing together!

Galewsy

MINI SPA & SALON

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE CENTER, LLC

(239) 561-1150

Hair « Massage ¢ Facial
Nails « Waxing « And More

www.gatewayminispa.com
13120 West Links Terrace #9 | Fort Myers, FL 33913
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Never-Ending Toll Scams

Lee County Sheriff Carmine Marceno

They seemingly arrive
daily: “You have unpaid
tolls.”

While many are aware
> this is a scam, questions
still remain.

We spoke with Joshua Hanchey, Senior
Technology Specialist at the Lee County
Sheriff’s Office, to learn more.

Q: Is visiting the link dangerous?

A: Simply visiting may not cause harm,
but if the site is malicious, it can install
malware, exploit browser flaws, or redirect
you elsewhere.

Best Practice: Avoid suspicious sites. If
you visit one, close it and run a security
scan.

Q: The message asks for a reply with “Y”
and then to open a link. What's the risk?
A: Responding can confirm your number
is active, opening the door for more scams.

Best Practice: Don’t reply to messages

from unknown or suspicious sources.

Q: Should we block the number and
report it?

A: Yes. Blocking prevents further con-
tact, and reporting helps reduce spam
for others.

Best Practice: Block and report junk
messages, then delete them.

Replying to these messages can expose
personal data, compromise accounts, con-
firm your number is active, or even install
malware.

If unsure whether a message is legiti-
mate, search for the agency’s official CoR;
tact info online and reach out directly.
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EVENTS

ALENDAR

April 12 - Buckingham 75th Anniversary Celebration
Happening at the Buckingham Blues Bar in the Back Yard from 11AM to
4PM, Free Entry. Experience Food Trucks, Vendors, Live Auction, Bucket
Raffle, Live Music, 50/50 and more! 100% of the proceeds go directly to the
community to protect and defend the rural character of Buckingham for
generations to come. 5641 Buckingham Rd. Fort Myers.

April 19 - Arts of the Inland Gallery's 10th Anniversary
Join us from 10 AM - 2 PM for a fun-filled 10th Anniversary Celebration
featuring a Children’s Art Contest with prizes for ages 5-10 and 11-17,
delicious cake and beverages, and 10% off all gift shop items. Don’t miss the
festive decorations, photo ops, and the announcement of contest winners.
The entry deadline is April 13, and the forms are available at the Gallery.
Come celebrate a decade of creativity and community with us! 471 North
Lee St. in LaBelle, FL. and www.artsinland.com

April 26 - The 76th Pioneer Picnic
Join us for a day filled with laughter, stories, and camaraderie at the Annual
Pioneer Picnic. Whether you are catching up with lifelong friends or making
new ones, this event is a beautiful celebration of our enduring community
spirit. Mark your calendar and be a part of this treasured tradition. We look
forward to seeing you there! Starting at 10AM located at 17640 Old Bayshore
Road, North Fort Myers, FL. 33917 www.pioneerclubofleecounty.com

April 26 - Sugarcane Live & Bayfront View Concert

Rock for a Cause

Get ready for an electrifying night of live music and community impact on
April 26 at Ter-Tini’s in Fort Myers! Kick off the night with Bayfront View
and their raw, all-original alt-rock sound, followed by the high-energy,
dance-driven rock of Sugarcane LIVE, known for lighting up stages from
New York to Florida. Doors open at 6PM, Tickets are $30. A portion of every
ticket benefits Music aLIVE SWFL, a nonprofit supporting local musicians
with relief, education, and resources. Sugar Cane put Tickets Online at www.

sugarcanerocks.com

May 3 - Grand Opening Celebration of Rock & Rose

Nursery

Come celebrate the grand opening of the newest hotspot for plant lovers!
This new Alva plant nursery is a wholesale plant paradise, open to the
public—and you’re invited to help celebrate! Enjoy a day of food trucks,
live music, exciting raffles, giveaways, and so much more. It’s all happening
May 3rd, from 10AM to 4PM. Bring your friends, bring your family, and get
ready to grow something great with Rock & Rose powered by Precision
Landscapeing. Call (239) 322-3827 with questions.

May 18- Alva Church of God 75th Anniversary Celebration
Join us as Alva Church of God celebrates its 75th Anniversary during a
special 10:30AM service filled with reflection, honor, and joy. Special guests
will help mark this milestone, followed by a delicious catered luncheon from
Jones BBQ. Bring your best banana pudding to enter the dessert contest
and be part of the fun! This heartfelt gathering celebrates the church’s rich
history and bright future. RSVP at (239) 689-5949 and join us at 21361 N
River Rd, Alva, FL 33920 for this memorable occasion.

PUBLISHER
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EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS

East Lee County News, LLC | 239-908-4581 | press@eastleenews.com

DISTRIBUTION

Additional Copies May Be Picked Up in Boxes in the Marketplace:
Brightway Insurance 9230 Daniels Pkwy-Ft Myers

Just 4 Pets 8911 Daniels Pkwy-Ft Myers
Fountain Crest 1230 Taylor Ln-Lehigh

Roosters Produce 15500 Palm Beach Blvd-Alva
Alva Diner 21200 Palm Beach Blvd-Alva

Country Harvest Farms 2300 Joel Blvd-Alva
Charleston Park 2541 Charleston Park Dr-Alva
Call Us for a List of Additional Pick-Up Locations or Stop by Our
Office At: 12801 Commerce Lake Dr, Suite #26, Fort Myers, FL 33913

CONTRIBUTORS

The Honorable Matt Caldwell | Tyler and Trevor Bear | Terri Lewis
Arielle Pierce | JP Almonacid | James Kennedy | Katrina Salokar
Bobby Capps | Dr. Veja Tillman, DMV | Mike Welch
Lee County Sheriff Carmine Marceno

WANT TO BE IN THE ROAR?

If You're Interested in Contributing Any of the Following:
Ops-Ed // Press Releases // Recipes (Food or Beverage)
Please Email press@eastleenews.com

If You Would Like to Advertise and Promote Your Business to Over
62,000+ Residents, Email press@eastleenews.com

PRODUCTION + DESIGN
Paradise Creative Group | Marlene Asta
DIGITAL PRODUCER
William Widemon | Jordan Batty
CUSTOMER RELATIONS
David Foetisch | Katrina Salokar
ADVERTISING INFORMATION
East Lee County News, LLLC | 239-908-4581
press@eastleenews.com | eastleenews.com
EDITORIAL BOARD
Katrina Salokar | David Foetisch
Jordan Batty | James Kennedy

The East Lee County News is a monthly publication for residents in its distribution area. We utilize material from readers,
organizations, and public relations professionals as a reporting service only. The East Lee County News is not responsible for
inaccuracies or errors that may be contained in such material. Articles are printed in as timely a fashion as deadlines allow and
on a space-available basis. Goods or services advertised within this publication are not endorsed, warranted, or guaranteed
by the East Lee County News, LLC. SUBMISSIONS: You may submit your piece to the newspaper for publication consideration.
All submissions must be provided in an adjustable computer file and emailed to press@eastleenews.com and voicesoflehigh@
gmail.com. All submissions mustinclude your full name, full residential address (No PO Boxes), telephone number, occupation,
and a short background description. By transmitting your piece to press@eastleenews.com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com
you agree to the following COPYRIGHT STATEMENT: “I have not submitted this writing to any other publication. I have used
my own words and ideas in this writing and agree that the newspaper may edit my writing for publication, redistribution,
and commercial rights to my writing without royalty or other compensation.” The views, thoughts, and opinions expressed
are the writer’s own and do not necessarily represent the views, thoughts, and opinions of the East Lee County News.
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acuminum Sales

Super Screen® is stronger, more durable and carcinogen free, with better visibility.
YOU MAY NEVER HAVE TO RE-SCREEN AGAIN!

......

H =
HD™ Pool " Hp™ Super Super
& Patio * No See Um Screen® Screen® Screen®
17x14 20x20 17x14 NoSee Um Pet Guard
20x 20

SuperScreen® can support over 1300 Ibs. without breaking and comes with an industry best 10 Year limited warranty. . ﬁ“
* GOLF BALL RESISTANT +INSECT CONTROL < PET RESISTANT <+ CARCINOGEN FREE : :‘fgzl :
e PROTECTS AGAINST UV DAMAGE, MILDEW AND MOLD \ gt 3

Ask your screening contractor to use Super Screen®. b = N
Don’t accept a knock off, look for the gold lines on the bottom of every roll! ' *

WWW.SUPER-SCREEN.COM
JOIN US MAY 18TH, 10:30AM TO CELEBRATE!

Sunday School 9:30AM ¢ Church Service 10:30AM
Call: (239) 689-5949 Wednesday Night Prayer 6:00PM ¢ Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00PM

N YW =EE 1 CORF.

Chely’s Cleaning

Solutions
We are your key to- clean.

l pAINTING L~ICET7CED & INSURED
- N
Q CONTRACTOR /\/\ Chain Link:« Wood '« Vinyl
CLEAN. PREP. PAINT. Metal/Privac (0)

y » Ornamental
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR - COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 0/\ 239_306_3661
Steve Bray 239-777-3516 Pedro Fuentes, Owner. Se Habla Espaiiol
Director of Marketing SBray360@gmai|.com ./ FENCE_1@AOL.(0M L) FENCE1(0RP.COM

SWELBA e | WESTMINSTER

SWFL BUSINESS ALLIANCE

COMMUNITY & PROGRESS HAVE A NEW HOME
Visit Us Online ForEvents

Happening All Month Long!
(239) 368-2375

i Learn more at SWFLBA.com _
. o . 50 Westminster St N e
Bringing Your Vision to Life Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 l Al 25 ‘

. NEW CUSTOM CABINETS HIRE THE Monday-Saturday

- CABINET REFACING BESTI 9:00AM - S:00PM -~~~
- BACK SPLASH y

- COUNTER TOPS
o wpiss OUTDOOR e
O 239-281-2854 i

@® Dustin@3Dcabinets.com LIVING BY- [ W 1] e fh a e
SDCABINETSNAPLES.COM W 1-866-998-6160 * FloristLehighAcres.com

SCREEN MACHINE

OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

SCREEN REPAIR SPECIALS
PER PANEL PRICING

—CALL FOR YOUR—

FREE -

ESTIMATE
239-898-3528

licensed & Insured

iﬁ & E%E T DYN AM[ Delivery Area.n Includes: Gateway, '|:he “
Forum, Buckingham & Most of Lehigh e
(239) 491-2203 |

AIR CONDITIONING ¢ HEATING « POOL HEATING

REFRIGERATION « REPAIR « UPDATE « MAINTAIN . .
WATER HEATER « HEAT RECOVERY 11:00am-10:00pm

Yes, We Clean Dryer Vents! Luis E Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

“ T : r G - o \ N
L
(239) 210 1688 4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

Brlnglng You 20 Years Of Experience! Lic. # CAC1815527 Si Hablamos Espafiol ~ (239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com
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From roofing to remodeling,
we cover all your home improvement needs.

Turn Key—

Home Services, Inc. S ‘
i

/_u X U=
l ALUMINUM: Screen & Pool Enclosures ¢ Insulated Roofs « Gutters

..E’NHANCE YOUR HOME WITH Acrylic Windows - Soffit & Fascia « Storm Panels
OUR EXPERT SERVICES B REMODELING: Kitchens ¢ Baths « Flooring « Painting « Windows « Doors

N visa [ -~ e ROOFING: Repairs & Re-Roofs « Tile, Metal & Shingle « Tropical Roofing
ey ’ Products « Silicone Roof Coatings

CONCRETE: Patios * Spraycrete « Driveways ¢ Pavers « Deck Stains
Deck Resurfacing « Pressure Cleaning

NOW OFFERING 100% FINANCING! For a compilete list of our services please visit our website.

State Certified & VA Approved Contractor Serving SWFL Since 1979
Genoral CGG 061711 - Roofing COC0S73T0 - ' RON 239-872-2343 « TURNKEYHOMESERVICESINC.COM



Charlie

Broker/Salesman

O

E-MAIL ADDRESS
charlisold@gmail.com

Charlie
Bonacolta

239-994-1062 » charlisold@gmail.com

Greens Championship golf course. Located
right next to the community pool and
A mailboxes, Just Minutes to JetBlue Park and
SWFL International airport! Breakfast bar in

= _| the kitchen as well as a nook for a table, split
bedroom layout for privacy. The master bedroom has a beautiful golf course
view with access to the lanai, large walk in closet, dual sinks in master bathroom,
indoor laundry room with washer and dryer included, newer water heater in
2021, Summerwind has the luxury of being close to Daniels Pkwy by utilizing
the Westlinks Dr Entrance. Gateway is a beautiful serene gated community and
offers a soccer park, dog park, bike and jog path, and more. Included in HOA
fee: Comcast cable, High-Speed WIFI, Water, Sewer, Garbage, Landscaping,
Exterior Pest Control, Roof & Paint Reserves, Building Insurance, access to

pool, Etc. Owner’s just pay
Offered At....... $169,900

FPL electric!

Nick Bonacolta 239-887-0468 nbonacolta@gmail.com

Bonacolta

“0 Fouse Sotd Name”
239-994-1062
i-_'@

at a%)
www.charliesold.com BN

Ouver 40 Years
Combned Exoorience!

C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

| deskareain the middle ofthe two quest bedrooms, great
#| forhome office or homework space, NEW DIMENSIONAL
SHINGLE ROOF IN 2023, NEW 50 gallon WATER HEATER
2023, spacious deck area (45 X 25) surrounds a SALT
L WATER IN GROUND POOL AND SPA OVERFLOWING INTO
POUL, auto vacuum, NEWPOOL HEAT PUMP IN 2024, NEW WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT IN
2023, FRESHLY PAINTED INTERIOR, covered front porch, 8000 WATT PORTABLE GENERATOR WITH
HOOK UP IN GARAGE TO Electrical PANEL BOX, cathedral ceilings and plant shelves, split bedrooms
for privacy, newer French door refrigerator in the kitchen with all appliances, breakfast bar and pantry,
indoor laundry room with ful size washer and dryer, master bedroom with large walk in coset and private
ensuite bathroom, newly remodeled quest bathroom with new walk in shower for easy access, walk in
closet in one guest bedroom as well, spacious double garage with plenty of storage, storage shed with
electricin the backyard, excellent location on a quiet lowtraffic street with larger estate sized homes in
the area, just minutes to Lee Bivd, 75 and Ft Myers. NO HOA FEES HERE and NO FLOOD INSURANCE
REQUIRED HERE. LEHIGH IS THE
HeesTecETonLEE oy, Offered At....... $345,000

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062

charlisold@gmail.com

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees
when you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction
fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

Nick Bonacolta

Salesman

E-MAIL ADDRESS
nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/
NickBonacoltaRW

239-887-0468
Nick
Bonacolta

MLS

REALIOR

239-887-0468 » nbonacolta@gmail.com

Popular Parkwood Villa, low monthly maintenance
fees with a common pool and walking distance
to stores etc., NO AGE RESTRICTIONS HERE.
{ TWO BEDROOM TWO BATH, NEW TILE ROOF IN
| 2018. 18 X 12 screened lanai with seal coated
+| floors overlooking the open park like setting
leading to the HEATED COMMON POOL, covered
carport parking, ceramic tile floors throughout,
large breakfast bar in the kitchen, primary bedroom with sliding barn door leading to
ensuite bathroom, walk in closet and newly remodeled walk in shower, guest bedroom
doubles as dining area with a BUILT IN MURPHY BED that pulls down, full quest bath with
newer vanity, newer insulated windows, screened front entryway leads to entry foyer,
spacious living room with plenty of room for an office desk, front load full size washer
and dryer under the kitchen counter, storm panels for openings are located on the
anai behind the small storage container that will convey, furnishings available for sale
separately, excellent location within walking distance to all of the stores, banks, etc. on
Homestead Rd yet minutes to I-75 and Ft Myers. Affordable carefree living at it's best

with NOAGE RESTRICTIONS. - Offered At $199.900
....... )
Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH POOL HOME IN WILLOW LAKE SOUTH 2 BEDROOM 2 BATH - CENTRAL WATER & SEWER

| Affordable THREE BEDROOM TWO BATH POOL HOME in
, | popular Wilow Lake South with large streets and curbs,
j CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER, EXCELLENT NEIGHBORHOOD
| ATMOSPHERE, SCREEN ENCLOSED IN GROUND HEATED POOL
WITH NEW POOL SCREEN CAGE IN 2020, 47 X 24 pool area
1 plus a covered area with an insulated pan roof, plenty of

room for entertaining, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2019
with new AC duct work in the attic in 2021, NEWWATER HEATER IN 2022, Square D electrical panel box,
dimensional shingle roof new in 2014, newly remodeled kitchen with newer cabinets, GRANITE TOPS,
ISLAND COUNTER TOP, stainless steel appliance package, tle backsplash, pantry, newer sinks and vanities
in both bathrooms with new tile in the tub and shower areas, rain head shower, primary bedroom with
sliding door access to the pool area and ensuite private bathroom with walk in shower,large formal dining
room off of the kitchen, spacious guest bedrooms, laminate floors throughout with 5 inch baseboards,
newer ceramic tle floors in the bathrooms, oversized corner lot nicely landscaped with palms etc. plus
afenced dog run area off of the pool enclosure, 366 square feet in the garage with plenty of room for
storage. The property was recently appraised at $320K. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH

1S THE HIGHEST ELEVATION N
LEE COUNTY. ffered At.......... $309,900

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com
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POOL HOME FOR $295,000 LOCATED IN COUNTRY
CLUB EAST ON AN OVERSIZED LOT. FENCED
BACKYARD nice shade trees and plenty of privacy
{ overlooking the canal, 16 X 10 storage shed with
electric, SCREEN ENCLOSED IN GROUND POOL WITH
AUTO VACUUM, plenty of open and covered deck
space for entertaining, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE
ROOF IN 2018, CENTRAL WATER, central heat and air replaced in 2015, NEW WATER
HEATER IN 2021, SOME NEW IMPACT WINDOWS, one accordion shutter and some panel
shutters, screened front entryway, cathedral celings in the family room, formal living and
dining room, spacious kitchen with GRANITE TOPS, newer SAMSUNG range with air fryer
and Samsung refrigerator, pass through to pool area, split bedrooms for extra privacy,
primary bedroom with large walk in closet, SLIDERS TO THE POOL AREA and ensuite bath
newly remodeled with real wood vanity cabinet, granite top, new toilets and newly tiled
walk in shower, large quest bedroom on the other side of the home, newly remodeled
quest bath as well with new tile in the tub and shower area with a new real wood vanity and
granite top, ceramic tile and shiny wood laminate floors throughout, nicely landscaped yard

in an excellent neighborhood
atmosphere. Offered At....... $295,000
Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

T "- Almost 2100 square feet of living area in this 3

bl bedroom 3 1/2 bath POOL home on a cleared and
FENCED HALF ACRE LOT, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE
ROOF IN 2022, NEW LENNOX CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR
> IN 2020, Extra long concrete driveway with plenty of
parking Tined with palm trees, elegant entrance with columns in the front lead newer entry
door with impact glass and SOARING HIGH cathedral ceilings, LED lighting, decorative plant
shelves, luxury vinyl plank wood like flooring, formal dining and living room, spacious
kitchen with QUARTZ TOPS, breakfast bar, pantry, glass tile backsplash, soft close doors
and drawers, stainless steel appliance package, oversized sink, separate coffee bar, large
nook area leads to the pool area, intercom with radio throughout, large primary bedroom
with FRENCH doors that lead to the pool area, private ensuite bath with newer vanities and
QUARTZ TOPS ,dual sinks, garden tub, separate shower and bidet, oversized guest bedrooms
both with walk in closets and private ensuite bathrooms off of each bedroom with a half
bath for guest off of the main living area, indoor laundry room with built in cabinets and
countertops, 30 X 13 covered lanai with slate tile and outdoor dry bar ready to finished, 56
X 29 screen enclosed OLYMPIC SIZED IN GROUND POOL with waterfall feature and plenty of
open deck space for sunning and entertaining all overlooking the cleared HALF ACRE lot with
plenty of privacy, excellent location in the Lake Camille area of Lehigh on a quiet low traffic

e O ffered At........... $450,000

sale separately.

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

1800 SQUARE FEET OF LIVING AREA IN THE
THREE BEDROOM TWO BATH HOME, NEW
_{ DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2023, NEW
CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2019, NEW WATER
HEATER 2022, double door entry lead to
soaring high cathedral ceilings, ceramic tile
floors throughout the entire home, FRESHLY
PAINTED INSIDE AND OUT, CROWN MOLDING, GRANITE tops in kitchen and
bathrooms, formal living room plus spacious kitchen overlooking the family
room, French doors that lead to the 24 X 10 covered patio with tile floors
overlooking the backyard, breakfast bar and pantry in kitchen with all kitchen
appliances, primary bedroom with vaulted ceilings, walk in closet and private
ensuite bathroom with dual sinks, separate walk in shower and garden tub,
indoor laundry room, newer water treatment system, spacious backyard, excellent
location within walking distance to schools with sidewalks in front and minutes

fol-75 and Ft Myers. Offered At....... $310,000

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

Affordable three bedroom two bath home on a
- | quietlowtraffic street, no homes can by built across
- the street, FENCED dog run overlooking a HALF

i ACRE lot with some shade trees, 12 X 20 storage
@ shedfworkshop with electric, CENTRAL WATER, 20
gg X 25 screened lanai with an insulated roof new in

POOL HOME IN COUNTRY CLUB EAST 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH ON A HALF ACRE BRAND NEW HOME ON HALF ACRE IN NE LEHIGH
=3 :

' —! 2018, TANKLESS WATER HEATER NEW IN 2024, NEW
DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2016, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIRIN 2017, 7 newer double
hung insulated windows, CROWN MOLDING and decorative wood molding throughout the
entire home, MARBLE FLOORS in the living room with vaulted ceilings MIXED WITH CERAMIC
TILE FLOORS THROUGHOUT, solid surface countertops in the kitchen with all appliances,
pull out shelving and lazy Susan, breakfast bar and pantry, spacious dining area off of the
kitchen with French doors that lead to the screened lanai, entry foyer, French doors that
also lead to third bedroom with a closet that can also be used a den or office, double door
entry to primary bedroom with large walk in closet and private ensite bathroom with dual
sinks, LED lighting and walk in shower, quest bedroom with “LION KING” artwork on the
walls, excellent neighborhood atmosphere. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH

1S THE HIGHEST ELEVATION IN
LEE COUNTY, ffered At....... $300,000

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062

charlisold@gmail.com

Brand New Home located in Northwest Lehigh
on an oversized corner lot, MOVE IN READY 3
BEDROOM 2 BATH WITH A DEN that may be
used as 4th bedroom, C.O. HAS BEEN ISSUED,
UPGRADED IMPACT RESISTANT DOUBLE DOOR

— ENTRY IN FRONT, French doors to the den for
privacy, WOOD PLANK PORCELAIN TILE FLOORS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE HOME
with 5 inch baseboards, impact resistant windows, covered screened front entry lanai
leads to large great room, cathedral ceilings, shaker cabinets with soft close doors
and drawers, pendant lighting over breakfast bar, GRANITE TOPS in kitchen and baths,
stainless steel appliance package, glass tile backsplash, pantry, large dining area off of
the kitchen with upgraded lighting, spacious master bedroom with dual walk in closets,
private bath with dual sinks and tiled walk in shower with frameless glass doors, indoor
laundry room, GRANITE WINDOW SILLS, covered screened lanaiin rear with upgraded
panoramic view screening overlooking the backyard, double garage with auto opener,
extra long driveway with plenty of parking, dual tank water treatment system, excellent
location just minutes to |-75 and Ft Myers. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED HERE.
LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST

eevatoninLeecounty. Offered At......... $339,900
Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

BUYERS BEWARE!!!!

Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when you

purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction
fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

f] Almost 1700 square feet of living area in this 2
bedroom 2 bath home in popular Wedgewood
subdivision with CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER,
features a light and bright 31 X 18 FAMILY ROOM
with skylights and roll down electric storm shutter on
the back sliding doors that lead to the screened lanai overlooking the backyard, nicely
landscaped yard with paim trees, newer front door with glass and sidelights, screened
front entry porch, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2022 and New Flat deck in
2023, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR (3.5 TON)IN 2022, NEW ELECTRICAL PANEL BOX
2022, NEW WATER HEATER 2025, newer QUARTZ countertops in the kitchen with glass
tile backsplash and newer oversized sink, faucet and garbage disposal, laminate and
tile floors, 18 X 13 workshop/laundry room with full size washer and dryer with laundry
tub sink, single garage with newer storm rated garage door, NEWER INSULATED “PELLA”
WINDOWS for energy efficiency, spacious bedrooms split for privacy, primary bedroom
has a walk in closet and ensuite primary bathroom, beautifully landscaped front and
backyards with Florida Maple and Loquat trees in the backyard overlooking the canal,
plenty of privacy, excellent location within walking distance to the stores yet minutes to

k75 and i Myers. Offered At....... $250,000

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate Community Since 1979

Se Habla
Espaiiol

p

Brand New Home located in Northeast Lehigh on
a HALF ACRE LOT at the end of a QUIET DEAD END
STREET, MOVE IN READY 3 BEDROOM 2 BATHWITH A
DEN with a closet that may be used as 4TH BEDROOM.

% | CO.HASBEEN ISSUED, double door entry to the den
for privacy, 32 X R POLISHED PORCELAIN TILE FLOORS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE HOME
with 5 inch baseboards, impact resistant windows, covered front porch leads to large great

room, high ceilings throughout with tray ceilings in the living room and master bedroom, shaker
cabinets with soft close doors and drawers, pendant lighting over breakfast bar, QUARTZ TOPS
in kitchen and baths, stainless steel appliance package, pantry, large dining area off of the
kitchen, spacious master bedroom with walk in closet, private bath with dual sinks and tiled walk
in shower, indoor laundry room, covered porchin rear overlooking the HALF ACRE backyard with
plenty of privacy, double garage with auto opener, extra long driveway with plenty of parking,

excellent location just minutes to
SR80, 1-75 and Ft Myers. Offered At....... $360 ,000

BRAND NEW HOME IN WEST LEHIGH __}f 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH + DEN - UPGRADES GALORE

Upgrades galore! Huge 3 bedroom 2 bath
home with a den that could be used as a
4th bedroom with a large screen porch in
the back over looking a peaceful pond.
New dimensional shingle roof in 2020,
new AC unit in 2019, newer water heater
in 2018, CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER, Kitchen has been upgraded with
elegant granite countertops and backsplash, built in cabinets, and newer
stainless steel appliances. 2 large pantries. New wood laminate floors in the
bedrooms, Large Master bedroom with walk in closet and sliding door access
to the screened lanai, Spacious walk in shower in the master bathroom,
Indoor laundry room with Washer and dryer included, Laundry tub in garage,
garage floor has been sealed, guest bath has a shower/tub combo, Excellent
location in a quiet neighborhood atmosphere just minutes to SR 82, I-75 and
Ft Myers. No flood insurance required here. Lehigh is the highest elevation

in Lee County. OfferedAt........ $279,900

Nick Bonacolta 239-887-0468 nbonacolta@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU

* SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY

IREALTY
Z7ii\WORLD

h! .l BROKER NETWORK

C. Bagans First

Shellie Vahue Telephone 239-369-5892

Property Manager

30ColoradoRoad,LehighAcres,FL33936

RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com

239-369-5892

WORKS FOR YOU

A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT

LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT

REASONABLE RATES — NO SURCHARGE
* A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH MONTHLY

STATEMENTS & CHECKS

END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!




