LLI
LR
—

AR

PRSRT STD.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
FORT MYERS, FL
PERMIT NO. 521

ECRWSS
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

AUGUST 2025
VOLUME 06
ISSUE 06

EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS | DANIELS CORRIDOR

EASTLEENEWS.COM FOR MORE | LET US HEAR FROM YOU! CONTACT US AT PRESS@EASTLEENEWS.COM

School Plan Puts Politics Over Students
$400M School Bond Advances Without Oversight—
Community & StlldentS Left Behind Concerned Residents of East Lee County

For several years, residents of
East Lee County have spoken out
about the lack of transparency and
accountability in how the School
District of Lee County sites new
schools. Despite attending town
halls, submitting public comment,
meeting with board members, and
sending hundreds of emails, our
voices have largely been ignored.

The issue has now escalated
with the approval of a $400 million
Certificate of Participation (COPS)
bond known as Lee 2025AB. This
bond, pushed through at the June 3,
2025 school board meeting, funds
three new schools: Hector Cafferata,
Cypress Lake, and the most contro-
versial—'School NNN; a high school
planned for the Joel and Tuckahoe
site in rural Alva.

While the need for updated facili-
ties at Cafferata and Cypress Lake is
clear, the case for building a massive
new high school in Alva is not. The
rural region has just 732 enrolled
students in all grades combined.
In contrast, Lehigh Acres has over
7,900 students and continues to
grow rapidly. Yet, the District has
opted to prioritize an isolated, rural
site that lacks critical infrastructure
like water, sewer, and safe roads.

This decision contradicts the
District’s ‘Student Proximity and
Neighborhood School Model. A new
school in Alva would require nearly
all students to be bused in, creating
a commuter campus instead of a
neighborhood school.

A federal inquiry (OCR Complaint
#04-25-1677) has been filed un-
der Title VI of the Civil Rights Act,
questioning whether this decision
diverts resources from racially and
economically diverse communi-
ties like Lehigh Acres. This echoes
a similar federal complaint that
halted a school project in Estero
in 2021.

At the June 3 board meeting, five
of seven board members expressed
serious concerns about the site in

Alva. They cited the lack of util-
ities, failing road infrastructure,
environmental risks, and absence
of walkable neighborhoods. Some
called for another public workshop
or bond modification.

Rather than address those con-
cerns, Superintendent Carlin and
senior staff gave inconsistent re-
sponses about the bond’s flexibility.
Chief Strategy Officer Ken Savage
recommended moving forward
regardless, and suggested one-
on-one ‘walk-arounds’ with board
members, raising Sunshine Law
concerns.

The board then voted 7-0 to ap-
prove the $400 million bond with
School NNN included—without re-
solving the objections or hearing
further public input.

This decision is part of a larger
pattern. In the past year, the Dis-
trict cut its board meetings in half
and dissolved five citizen advisory
committees without public vote.
The Construction Committee has
vanished, and public speakers are
sometimes limited to one minute.

The Audit Committee, one of only
two remaining oversight groups,
has issued warnings about finan-
cial mismanagement, ignored audit
findings, and repeat cost overruns
on school projects like Riverdale
and Bonita Springs High.

There is growing concern that
political influence is behind the
push. A major developer with ties to
recent board campaigns has multi-
ple projects near the Joel /Tuckahoe
site. That developer would benefit
from new taxpayer-funded roads,
utilities, and school-based growth
incentives.

Meanwhile, the District already
owns a construction-ready site at
Joel and David in Lehigh Acres. That
site has infrastructure in place and
is surrounded by the very students
who need relief from overcrowded
schools. It was purchased in 2022

and cleared for use by July 2025.

If built there, the new school
could serve students immediately,
avoid an estimated $60 million in
inflationary costs, and eliminate
the need for new utilities or unsafe
bus routes.

Joel Boulevard is already at ca-
pacity and is a failing, flood-prone
road. Four-laning the road is not
included in the MPO’s 10-year plan.
Alva has no sidewalks and no utility
service franchise assigned. This is
the wrong place and the wrong time
for this school.

We urge Congressman Greg
Steube—whose district touches
the affected area—to look into the
matter. This is about more than
one school. It’s about how public
funds are used, how communities
are heard, and whether we’re build-
ing schools to serve students or
developers.

A full dossier of documents has
been submitted to state and federal
agencies, including audit reports,
enrollment maps, and confirmation
of the federal Title VI complaint.

Students in Lehigh Acres
shouldn’t be bused past their
homes. Residents in Alva deserve
real transparency. And taxpayers
deserve accountability.

It’s not too late to change course.
The District can swap timelines—
build now at Joel/David and reserve
Joel/Tuckahoe for future use. This
would restore trust and serve the
actual needs of our community.

Respectfully,

Concerned Residents of East Lee
County

WHAT THIS MEANS
FOR RESIDENTS NEAR
JOEL/TUCKAHOE

e Dangerous traffic will in-
crease. Joel Blvd is already near

failing status—school traffic will
overwhelm this two-lane road
with no sidewalks or safe turn
lanes.

e Student drivers and buses
raise the stakes. Teens and
heavy buses will navigate unsafe
roads daily, increasing the risk
of serious accidents or fatalities.

e Infrastructure costs could fall
on you. There’s no water, sew-
er, or utility franchise assigned.
Taxpayers may foot the bill for
road and utility expansion.

¢ Your rural quality of life is at
risk. A 2,800-student school
could invite dense development,
changing the area’s character
forever.

e You had no real say. Despite
board member concerns, the
public was bypassed, workshops
canceled, and oversight commit-
tees quietly dissolved.

e Second Amendment rights in
jeopardy.

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR
STUDENTS & FAMILIES IN
LEHIGH

e Lehigh is overlooked again.
Thousands of East Zone students
will commute miles farther—
despite a ready-to-build school
site in Lehigh.

e Longer rides, greater risk.
Lee County leads the state in
serious traffic crashes. Longer
daily commutes raise the odds
of accidents, missed class time,
and fatigue.

¢ Overcrowding in Lehigh con-
tinues. The district’s own data
shows Subzone 2 remains over
capacity—but gets no immediate
relief.

¢ Wasted taxpayer dollars. Build-
ing in Alva requires new utilities
and infrastructure, adding mil-
lions in cost and delaying relief
for the areas that need it now.

e Civil rights concerns under
review. A federal Title VI inves-
tigation is underway, questioning
whether this decision disadvan-
tages diverse, lower-income
communities.

State
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The Long Road to Representation: Lee County’s
Push for Single-Member Districts Heads to the
BallOt BOX Katrina Salokar | East Lee County News

In the heart of one of Florida’s
fastest-growing counties, a de-
cades-long fight for fairer, more
accountable local government has
reached a turning point.

For more than 75 years, Lee Coun-
ty’s five county commissioners
have been elected in countywide
(at-large) races—even though each
commissioner represents a distinct
geographic district. Critics say that
system has repeatedly diluted the
voices of local communities, al-
lowed money and influence from
other districts to sway elections,
and made it nearly impossible to
hold commissioners accountable to
the voters they’re meant to serve.

Now, thanks to persistent public
pressure, a groundswell of biparti-
san support, and decisive action by
state lawmakers, Lee County voters
will have the final say in 2026.

A HISTORY ROOTED
IN SUPPRESSION

The problem of at-large elections
in local government isn’t unique to
Lee County—it has deep historical
roots across the country.

Through the Jim Crow era, many
states adopted at-large election
systems that effectively diluted the
voting power of minority and rural
communities. Court rulings over
the last century have repeatedly
affirmed that these systems were
designed to suppress representa-
tion, not broaden it.

The at-large system was imposed
on us in 1947, when the population
of Lee County was less than 25,000.
Despite explosive growth to over
800,000 residents accompanied
by increasingly complex needs, the
system has remained unchanged.

REFORM EFFORTS
THAT FELL SHORT

Voters and citizen committees

Experiencing God, Loving People, Transforming Lives

Call: (239) 689-5949

have repeatedly tried to change
the system, but each effort stum-
bled due primarily to backroom
political interference from county
commissioners and their closest
supporters who would lose control
under the district-based model.
In most cases, the reforms were
never even allowed to make it to
the ballot.

Lee County Property Appraiser
Matt Caldwell has been blunt in his
critique of these failures, calling the
county’s charter review process a
“paper tiger” and arguing that “the
deck is stacked,” as he wrote in a
December 2024 editorial, urging
the state legislature to step in and
let the voters decide once and for all.

LEGISLATIVE ACTION
CHANGES THE GAME

In a rare show of unity, the Lee
County Legislative Delegation re-
sponded in early 2025. In January,
the delegation voted 6-1 to ad-
vance a local bill that would put a
single-member district system on
the 2026 general election ballot.

That bill—HB 4001—proposes a
straightforward change: beginning
with the 2028 election cycle, county
commissioners would be elected
only by the voters in their district,
not countywide. Similar models
are already in place for Florida’s
state legislators, school boards, and
many city councils.

The bill passed overwhelmingly
in the Florida House (94-11) and
unanimously in the Senate (36-0).
On July 18, 2025, Governor Ron
DeSantis signed HB 4001 into law,
officially placing the issue on the
November 3, 2026 general election
ballot.

THE REFERENDUM
QUESTION

The ballot will read: “Shall the
method of electing members of the

Board of County Commissioners
of Lee County, Florida be changed
from countywide voting to sin-
gle-member district voting, where
each commissioner is nominated
and elected only by the voters in
the district they represent?”

A YES vote supports the tran-
sition to single-member district
elections, making commissioners
accountable only to the voters with-
in their district.

A NO vote keeps the current at-
large system, allowing all county
voters to vote in every commission
race.

WHY IT MATTERS

Supporters of the reform say this
is a matter of simple fairness: If a
commissioner is going to represent
District 3, for example, only the
voters in District 3 should elect
that person. Under the current sys-
tem, voters in the other district
areas can outvote the residents of
the actual district and effective-
ly impose the commissioner on
them. Caldwell and others have
noted that nearly 40% of contested
commission elections since 1980
have produced outcomes where the
district’s choice lost due to outside
votes.

 Switching to single-member
districts, supporters argue,
would:

e Make commissioners more ac-
countable to their constituents

e Lower the cost of running for
office, allowing more diverse
candidates to compete

e Improve transparency and
trust in local government

e Reduce the influence of out-of-
district special interests

WHAT’S NEXT

Between now and November
2026, both sides are expected to
mount campaigns.

Sunday School 9:30AM ¢ Church Service 10:30AM
Wednesday Night Prayer 6:00PM ¢ Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00PM

Opponents—many of them cur-
rent or former elected officials—
are likely to warn against “outside
interference” or claim the changes
could weaken countywide unity.

Supporters, including civic orga-
nizations like the League of Women
Voters, the NAACP, and the South-
west Florida Business Alliance,
are already organizing town halls,
registering voters, and preparing
a broad educational campaign
to make sure voters understand
what'’s at stake.

As Caldwell recently wrote: “This
is about putting voters back in
charge of their government. Noth-
ing more, nothing less.”

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Residents who support the
change can:

e Join outreach efforts led by
civic groups

e Attend public forums and leg-
islative updates

e Volunteer to register and edu-
cate voters ahead of 2026

e Share materials and spread
awareness in your community

e Most importantly, VOTE YES
on the 2026 referendum

To stay informed and get involved
as the issue progresses, visit www.
swflba.com and sign up for updates
from the Southwest Florida Busi-
ness

Alliance. You'll receive alerts
about upcoming meetings, com-
munity events, volunteer oppor-
tunities, and voter education tools.

After nearly eight decades of de-
bate, the decision will finally rest
where it belongs—with the people.
In 2026, Lee County voters have
the opportunity to vote YES for fair
representation, district account-
ability, and local democracy.
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COLDWELL BANKER
PREFERRED PROPERTIES

Gér COLDWELL BANKER
BELLE REALTY
BELLEREALTY.COM * 863-675-7522
419 W. HICKPOCHEE AVE. LABELLE

B
CBPPI.COM - 239-369-6161
1400 HOMESTEAD RD. N. LEHIGH ACRES

HANDYMAN SPECIALI

Loaded with potential. Ideally located just
north of Lee Blvd. Lee Blvde. + Joan is getting
a new red light. 3 bedrooms 2 baths, ready

to fix up and make your own. Property has
central air and heat. Ripe for the redo.

TRACY WAGSTAFFE
twagstaffe@gmail.com

239-691-1617

MARBLEBROOK ESTATE

Three spacious bedrooms and two baths. Fenced
yard and 2 car garage. Tile floors, all appliances.
Walking distance to shopping, parks and schools.
Gated community with pool and clubhouse.

ABBY DILLON
abbydillon@hotmail.com

239-645-6808

$389,000

THE FORUM

Pristine 3/2 in a gated community. 1694 sq.
ft. Hunter Douglas remote window treatment
in the kitchen, electric hurricane shutters on
lanai.

MARTHA NEAULT
marthaneault@gmail.com

239-822-2822

$478,900

4/3 POOL HOME CAPE
CORAL

Sits on a triple lot and cul-de-sac street. Gourmet
style kitchen, new roof (2023), new A/C, generator,
accordion style hurricane shutters, heated pool.

AYOTOMIWA MICHAEL 239-770-8523
seyomide2000@aol.com

CITY WATER, NO HOA!! |
CUL-DE-QSAC

This beautifully maintained 2 bd/2 ba sits on
a cul-de-sac providing maximum privacy.
Located a few steps from the community pool.

ALISSON RAVELO 786-918-7307

alissonravelore@gmail.com

$299,000

PORT LABELLE

BRAND NEW 4 bedroom/2 bath home on an
oversized corner. Granite countertops and stainless
steel appliances. Solid concrete block construction
and a sturdy galvanized metal roof PLUS strong
impact resistant windows. Minutes from schools,
shopping and restaurants. Don’t wait - call today!

CHRIS HERNANDEZ 863-673-5071
chris_hdz08@yahoo.com

STUNNING 4/2/2 NEW
CONSTRUCTION

Loaded with high-end upgrades throughout.
Located in an established neighborhood with
city water. This home offers the perfect blend of
modern comfort and community charm

KENYA ISMAEL 239-440-9292

kenyaismael@yahoo.com

$629.900

ELEGANCE & COMFORT
Spacious 4 Bedroom 3 bath plus den pool
home in East Lehigh. Over 2700 sq. ft, spa
inspired master bath, extensive pool area and
extended deck, lush landscaping. A must see.

DEBRA SHUMAN 239-770-0549
buyandsellflwva@gmail.com

WELCOME HOME!

Come check out this 3-bedroom home with
an inground pooll Meticulously maintained
inside and out New roof in 2023 and new

air conditioner the same year.The updated
kitchen has quartz counter tops and gorgeous
stainless-steel appliances.

NADINE RUSSELL
rnadine7068@gmail.com

239-745-8316

— F

$299 ooo z

BETTER THAN NEW!
Decorated like an HGTV pro-panels and textured
walls make this 3 bedroom 2 bath home with office
areal eye catcher. Newer construction in a great
established neighborhood!

PAMELA DICKINSON 239-887-0837
pamsellsit@gmail.com

$45O OOO

BEAUTIFUL POOL HOME

Built in 2021. All stainless steel appliances. 3
bedooms plus a den/office. Newer washer and
dryer and plenty of storage. Call today for your
personalized showing!

ALEX DESTEFANO 239-687-9942

destefanoal@gmail.com

Y

$1,375,700

RIVERFRONT ESTATE
HAS IT ALL!

Extraordinary riverfront estate on 2.35 acres. NEW
dock and boat lift were added in 2022. 4 bedrooms
plus office, 3 1/2 baths. Impact windows, and
heated pool and spa. 3-car garage and a pole barn.
Call today for your private showing.

TERRI BANKY 863-673-4970
terri@bellerealty.com

RENTALS J THINKING OF SELLING? | AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE
STARTING AT

1,400

CALL TODAY!
239-491-3300

Call Today For a
Analysis of Your Property

WHAT IS IT WORTH?

NO OBLIGATION!

CALL TODAY

Lehigh Acres ® 239-369-6161

Market

LOTS FOR
SALE!

1/4 Acre Lots
from $16,500

1/2 Acre Lots
from $23,000

LaBelle ® 863-675-7522
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It's Tuesday morning and Florida
Gulf Coast University students are ar-
riving at River Oaks Preserve to earn
required Service-Learning hours. They
are greeted by a volunteer who quickly
puts them to work. Today, the ground
is moist from a soaking rain, so stu-
dents will be installing native plants in
selected areas. They pull exotic weeds
first, observe a planting demonstration,
and then plant pineland heliotrope,
Keys blackbead, limber caper, teabush,
firebush and more.

After the Village of Estero purchased
the 10-acre parcel in May 2022, it se-
lected The Coccoloba Chapter of the
statewide Florida Native Plant Society
to manage it and an adjacent two-acre
right-of-way. One goal of the project is
to restore and maintain valuable native
Florida habitat for the enjoyment of
residents. Additionally, a native plant
nursery on site offers exciting new
landscaping options for homeowners
and community landscape committees.
The parcel, which is bisected by the
north branch of the Estero River; allows
for better stormwater management and
helps to prevent flooding.

Over the past three years, the all-vol-
unteer, non-profit chapter has super-
vised the removal of invasive and exotic
plants, established electrical service
and a solar-powered irrigation system,
set up retail and propagation nurseries,
started a long-term planting program
to restore natural habitats, mapped
gopher tortoise burrows, and secured
nearly $27,000 in USDA government
funding. Hundreds of volunteers made
this happen. Many of those volunteers
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River Qaks Preserve: Estero’s Natural Gemstone

Charlie Vavrina and Marlene Rodak | The Coccoloba Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society

were university students.
WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

Had this parcel been paved over and
developed, we, along with all the other
native creatures here, would have lost a
sliver of the real Florida habitat. This is
especially true because so many of our
developments use non-native plantings
that do not support pollinators, birds,
and other wildlife that once were abun-
dant in south Florida. Natural areas
are also essential for human beings.
Spending time in them has been linked
to a host of psychological and social
benefits including improved cognition,
better mental health, increased empa-
thy, and cooperation. And who doesn’t
need more of that!

SO, WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Well, you can sit by and complain
about overdevelopment, or you can
make a difference. Get outside and dis-
cover the real Florida. The real Florida
has mature pines and massive live oak
trees populated with resurrection fern
and air plants. The real Florida also has
small trees, shrubs, and ground cov-
ers that provide nesting sites, berries,
seeds, and nectar for birds, butterflies
and other wildlife.

Why not make space in your own
yard for a bit of real Florida? Bring pic-
tures of your yard or common space to
the nursery at River Oaks Preserve and
talk to the volunteers. They will provide
free landscaping assistance and help
you select plants to create the look and
features you want. They will also refer

you to other native plant nurseries in
our area for a wider selection of plants.
While you are at it, encourage your HOA
to set aside or create natural areas.

Better yet, join the group of volun-
teers at the Preserve. Or even better,
bring your volunteer organization out
for a workday in our amazing location.
There is so much to do and you will
make lots of new friends.

WHAT DOES THE
FUTURE HOLD FOR
RIVER OAKS PRESERVE?

The development of River Oaks Pre-
serve is at an early stage. Although
the site is currently home to gopher
tortoises, eastern cottontail rabbits,
squirrels, many bird species, and bob-
cats, it has the potential to bring in
additional species as more native plants
are installed. As the natural landscape
and restoration areas mature, you
will experience the amazing aromas

Preserving this sliver of land benefits
area residents and the environment.
The Preserve is a priceless resource
right in the center of Estero. Kudos
to the Village of Estero leadership for
preserving this pristine land and for
engaging an all-volunteer organization
like the Coccoloba Chapter of the Flori-
da Native Plant Society to manage it in
the best way possible.

River Oaks Preserve is located at
9541 Broadway Ave E. It is open to the
public on Sundays and Tuesdays from
9-1, or by appointment. The preserve
is closed to the public other times. The
Coccoloba Chapter of the Florida Native
Plant Society is a 501(C)(3) organiza-
tion established in 2001. Their mission
is to preserve, conserve, and restore
native plants and native plant commu-
nities of Florida. Visit www.FNPSCoc-
coloba.org for more information.
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of fiddlewood trees, sweet acacias,

Simpson’s stoppers, snowberry, &

and little strongbacks. Come see
an abundance of southwest Florida
birds and butterflies delighting in
the Jamaica caper tree and scarlet

hibiscus blooms. Where can you go [ =%

to see that?

As planning begins for classroom
space and necessary storage sheds,
equipment, and supplies, slip on over
for a peek. Want to explore like Ponce
de Leon? Teach a class? Brainstorm
with other volunteers? Take your
youth group on a field trip? All of
this is possible.

River Oaks Preserve

9541 Broadway Ave E, Estero
Open Sundays and Tuesdays
from 8-1
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Pet Clinic

OUR BACK-TO-SCHOOL
DISCOUNT

10% OFF JUNIOR WELLNESS PANELS. ~ g
Call Lighthouse Pet Clinic today “
to schedule your weliness panel! "w’ﬁ

JASON DUDLEY

Licensed & Insured CPC1456601

ETRRE 239-722-9119
&

iJed -‘"'E‘ jason@jnjpool.com
JNJPOOL.COM

A

Pools

e Pools
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New Construction & Renovation Services

4316 LEE BLVD. UNIT 11, LEHIGH ACRES, FL 33971 CPC1456601
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THE SMITH & MITCHELL AGENCY TEAM FOCUSES ON PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
Insurance isn’t just about policies—it’'s about PEOPLE. As your neighbors, we're committed

to providing expert advice, real solutions, and the trusted service you deserve. E_ E

» Local Experts, Personal Service — We don't just understand insurance; we understand your community.

The Smith &
Mitchell Agency

tway

INSURANCE

{5 200+ 5-STAR GOOGLE REVIEWS

* More Carriers, Better Options — Access to multiple providers means the right coverage at the best value.
* Protection You Can Trust — Real peace of mind comes from knowing you're properly covered.

* Insurance, Done Right — The way it should be—transparent, reliable, and tailored to you.

* Integrity at Our Core — Honesty and trust are the foundation of everything we do.

* Smart Savings, No Shortcuts — We prioritize affordability by optimizing coverage, never by cutting corners.

Chris Mitchell

Agency Owner

Tyler Smith

Agency Owner

Give Us a Call, Visit Us Online or Come On By for a FREE Quote!

Home ¢ Flood * Condo * Renters * Personal Articles ¢ Auto * Motorcycle ¢ RV ¢ Boat * Business ¢ Life * Umbrella * Pet

» Support When It Matters Most - If you have a claim, we stand by you—ensuring a smooth, fair resolution.

THE SMITH & MITCHELL AGENCY — ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF

2 LOCATIONS TO BETTER SERVE YOU! 239-603-8200
smithandmitchell@brightway.com

SMITHANDMITCHELLAGENCY.COM

9230 Daniels Parkway | Fort Myers, Florida 33912
1205 Piper Boulevard | Naples, Florida 34110
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When it comes to managing financ-
es, it's no secret that everyone—from
Gen Z to Boomers—deals with mon-
ey-related worries, whether it’s cov-
ering monthly expenses or planning
for long-term needs like retirement
care. According to the 2024 Insurance
Barometer Study from Life Happens
and LIMRA, a large chunk of Americans
(44%) are particularly anxious about
saving for retirement—a consistent
concern since the study began in 2011.

MILLENNIALS TAKE
CENTER STAGE

There’s been a noticeable shift over
the years. While the overall concern
about retirement has stayed roughly
the same, Millennials are now voicing
more worry about many financial is-
sues than any other generation. In the
recent study, Millennials led the pack
in worries on nine out of 15 financial
topics compared to Gen X’s dominance
on 14 of these topics just two years
ago. Here’s a snapshot of how the two
generations compare on key financial
issues:

e Retirement Savings: 54% of
Millennials versus 48% of Gen X
are worried about having enough
saved.

WWW.EASTLEENEWS.COM
From Anxiety to Assurance: Redefining Your
FinanCial Future Tyler Smith | Brightway Insurance

e Emergency Funds: 45% of
Millennials are concerned about
saving for emergencies compared
to 38% of Gen X.

e Income Protection: 45% of
Millennials worry about support-
ing themselves if illness or injury
prevents them from working,
versus 39% of Gen X.

e Long-term Care: 40% of Millen-
nials fear the high costs if they
need long-term care, while 37%
of Gen X share this concern.

e Medical Expenses: 40% of
Millennials are anxious about
covering medical costs in case
of illness or injury, compared to
34% of Gen X.

BRIDGING THE
COVERAGE GAP

Despite these concerns, fewer Mil-
lennials (50%) are purchasing life in-
surance than Gen Xers (55%). Many
Millennials find life insurance too ex-
pensive - 42% of them believe so - and
almost half of them (47%) admit they
are just making a rough guess when
estimating its true cost, with 46%
overestimating it by five times or more.

Aside from life insurance, there
are other types of coverage that can
help ease financial worries. For in-

stance, while 45% of Millennials are
concerned about income protection if
they become disabled, only 19% have
disability insurance, and a similarly
low percentage feel confident about
what it covers.

Another interesting option is a com-
bination policy that blends life insur-
ance with long-term care coverage.
This kind of product can help address
both the worry about leaving family
members with financial strain (38%
of Millennials worry about this) and
the challenge of paying for long-term
care (40% are concerned).

THE PATH FORWARD

The solution is straightforward. Take
a look at the options available—life,
disability, and long-term care insur-
ance—then have a conversation with
a trusted insurance professional who
can help tailor a plan to your budget.
The best part is, these consultations
are completely free and without any
obligation. If you need guidance, talk
to your local agent. If you don’t have a
local agent, the professionals at Bright-
way Insurance, The Smith & Mitchell
Agency, are ready to help you navigate
these decisions.
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Photo: Family of Four. Dad, Mom,
and Children

Taking this proactive approach not
only safeguards your financial future
but also provides a sense of reassur-
ance for you and your loved ones. Los-
ing a family member is inherently
challenging, and with the right life
insurance coverage, you remove the
added burden of financial stress
during those already difficult times.s

RE/MAX

RIVER & RANCH

239.936.4222

Since 1973 Re/Max has sold thousands of Agricultural, Commercial & residential properties. With the International brand Of
Re/Max combined with the local expertise of the River & Ranch brokerage firm, Re/Max River & Ranch is the best choice for
securing the highest and best price for your property. Call or text 239-872-7653 to submit your address for a Broker
evaluation. If you want maximum exposure for your Home or Land, Re/Max River & Ranch is your 1st choice.

THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

100 ACRE ISLAND ON BONITA BAY SPRINGS.........e..... $10,000,000
30 ACRES RIVERFRONT 10 LOTS...oeveeveisversessssssessesssnssnns $5,999,000
FORT MYERS S-41 12 ACRES & BUSINESS & LAND...SOLD...$5,400,000
20 ACRE RIVER RANCH WITH HOME.......cosuscsrusesenses $4,900,000
70 ACRES, 1,000 FT FRONTAGE.........coeocuvevsrssrsseens $3,900,000
200+ ACRES RANCH LAND............... SOLD...ceeeerenn. $3,500,000
PUNTA GORDA 220+ ACRES SR 31. svvsrsesns SOLD....rvesens $3,500,000
PUNTA GORDA 30 ACRES AT 1-75 & HWY 17.eevevevvereersinns $3,500,000
FORT MYERS 7.5 ACRES RV-BOAT SALES-STORAGE SITE.....$3,500,000
15 ACRES RIVERFRONT & RANCH......ocsvvsisesissssssessses $3,499,000
30 ACRES EXIT 164 @ I-75.eeeeeeeeereeeerssecsesseesensseesens $3,498,000
FORT MYERS 4 ACRES AT COLONIAL BLVD...SOLD......... $2,900,000
12 ACRE RIVER RANCH OLDER HOME......SOLD...... $2,600,000
15 ACRES CPD-P BAYSHORE (78).ccceeesevsesseereseesuees $2,900,000
FORT MYERS 50 ACRES FAMILY RANCH......occvssisesenss $2,400,000
1.5 ACRES + BUILDINGS....... LABELLE.....vevreeeveenen. $2,000,000

FORT MYERS 2.5 ACRES AT N. 41 BY SUPER WALMART...... $2,000,000
FORT MYERS 5 ACRES AT N. 41 BY SUPER WALMART..... $2,000,000

FORT MYERS 11 ACRES AT 1-75 AT BAYSHORE RD............ $1,950,000
FORT LAUDERDALE 4 ACRES AT HWY 7 (441)...SOLD......$1,950,000
FORT MYERS/ GUNNERY 10 ACRES..........coossmsssssmnssensenss $1,650,000
10 ACRES LEHIGH ACRES GUNNERY........coovmssmsmsmnssnens $1,650,000
8 ACRE RIVERFRONT PROPERTY & DOCK...SOLD... $1,590,000
40 ACRES RANCH LAND..........cocsmsreressmsmsensmsmnsnnsnns $1,400,000
BUCKINGHAM 40 ACRES PEACE ROAD......... SOLD......... $1,200,000
FORT MYERS 2.5 ACRES I-75 AT BAYSHORE RD (78)........000ms $995,000

FORT MYERS 40 ACRES...... WILLIAMS...............c.............$990,000
BUCKINGHAM 47 ACRES AG-2 BUCKINGHAM RD...SOLD...$990,000

4 ACRES RIVERFRONT........cconnseens SOLD......ossnrsnssnsses $990,000
RIVERFRONT 2.5 ACRES + DOCK & HOUSE...........cc.ovevveauns $949,000
3.5 ACRES RIVERFRONT........ccovmssrmssnssrnssnssnnsnnssnnsnnsnns $890,000
FORT MYERS 4+ ACRES 9481 BAYSHORE.......... SOLD....... $890,000
ALVA 34 ACRES BEDMAN CREEK.......c.covesu.s SOLD...........s $845,000
FORT MYERS 2.3 ACRES METRO PARKWAY......... SOLD........ $800,000

FORT MYERS 2 INDUSTRIAL LOTS COTTON LANE...D.0. READY TO BUILD......$790,000
CYPRESS CREEK RIVERFRONT LOT, DOCK & BOAT LIFT......$695,000

2 ACRE RIVERFRONT/DOCK.......sssrmsssssmmssmsennssnssnssannss $695,000
1.5 ACRE RIVERFRONT BOAT RAMP.......corcvvmmrrrnsnmrns $665,000
FORT MYERS 1.3 ACRES CPD I-75 AT BAYSHORE RD............ $595,000
3 ACRE CREEKFRONT RANCH LAND......... SOLD......... $575,000
FORT MYERS 1.25 ACRES C1-A I-75 AT BAYSHORE RD............ $495,000
ALVA RIVERFRONT HOME SITE..........cosssmsssmsssmsensssnssnssrnsns $429,000
1 ACRE RIVERFRONT.... LARGE DOCK............ccormrimnsnnnss $425,000
1 ACRE RIVERFRONT LOT.....oiciimsvrmmremsmnssemssmssnsssnssnssnnss $349,000
3.5 ACRE FENCED & FILLED........corevsmmssrsssnssnssnnssnssnnss $395,000
PUNTA GORDA 23 ACRES 15810 HUGHS BLACK RD OFF BABCOCK RANCH RD...SOLD...$300,000
ALVA RIVERFRONT 1 ACRE LOT......ccossssrmmssssssmmsssssssnsssssnssnnns $295,000
4 ACRE AG RANCH LAND..........ssvsssmssmssmsssnssmnssnssnnssnssns $259,000
4 ACRE AG RANCH LAND............ovrmvimssmsssmssmmsnmssnnssnsnes $249,000
10 ACRES AG-2 NEAL ROAD..........:sssnmsenns SOLD.......00nss $189,000

ALVA LUXURY HOME SITE 18511 TELEGRAPH CREEK LANE......SOLD.....$189,000

Re/Max Hall of Fame Sales Award - Platinum Sales Award « Re/Max Leaders & Legends Publications - Chairman Sales Award

“IF YOU WANT IT SOLD”

239-872-7653

RE/MAX Darius L. Cochran

BROKER OWNER
www.FloridaRanchBroker.com

www.DariusCochran.com

BUSINESS BROKER - RANCH BROKER
FARM BROKER - LAND BROKER

www.DariusCochran.com
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of Fichter’s Creek

As a writer for The News-Press, lo-
cal resident Betty Hawkins captured
many in-person interviews that re-
flected the history and development
of Southwest Florida. With permission
from her estate, we wanted to share
some of the tales from her collection
Twice Upon a Time: Stories of South-
west Florida’s Early Settlers.

For our first selection, we've chosen
a story about the Fichter family’s arriv-
al in Southwest Florida. We hope you
enjoy reading it — and that it inspires
you to explore more of the history that
shaped our area.

THE STORY OF
PETER FICHTER

Early in the 1880s, a lone stranger
rode into the new settlement at the
Caloosahatchee crossing. Intending
to stop only for a rest, he found he
had reached the end of a pilgrimage
which had started years before, far
across the ocean.

Born in Alsace-Lorraine, a region
wedged between France, Switzerland,
Germany, and Belgium, Peter Fichter
had left his native land to come to
America and join relatives in Cincin-
nati. He had heard of the lands being
granted by the government to home-
steaders, and it was his chance to have
more land than he had ever dreamed
of owning. Learning he must be of age
before making a claim, he remained
in the rolling hills of Ohio until twen-
ty-one, then journeyed southward
hunting for a compatible climate and
good soil.

Long months of travel following
trails made by other adventurers, an-
imals, and Indians brought him to the
Caloosahatchee region and ultimate-
ly to the up-river settlement where
he must cross over on his southward
journey. The warm friendliness of the
pioneers encouraged him to stay on for
a while and accept their hospitality.

As he sauntered about the coun-
tryside, he was impressed with the
beauty and fertility of the terrain and
began feeling an affinity for the re-
gion. One day, while roaming several
miles west of the settlement, he came
across a verdant section sliced through
by a sleepy, meandering creek and
knew he had found what he had long
sought. He staked out 160 acres, built
a modest house, and after improving
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The Alsatian and the Pioneer’s Daughter: The Story

the required acreage, cleared out the
creekway which his neighbors at the
crossing immediately dubbed “Fich-
ter’s Creek.”

Anxious to help the young stranger
and pass on to him their experience
in growing things, the settlers shared
seedlings from citrus fields they had
already started and invited him for
substantial meals to break up the mo-
notony of bachelor cooking.

The home of Mrs. Margaret English,
who had arrived with her four sons
and three daughters in 1876, seemed
the center of activity for the budding
community, and it was only natural
the young Alsatian would gravitate to
where companionship and fine food
were in abundance.

It was only natural, too, that Mar-
garet’s dainty little daughter, Nettie,
would catch the eye of the young man
who leaned against the great hewn-log
mantelpiece and stroked his smart
Vandyke beard as he watched her flit-
ting lightly about her maidenly chores.
Peter fell in love at once, but little Net-
tie had a bit of growing up ahead of her,
and it was a few years until he asked
for her hand in marriage.

There were no honeymoons in those
days, and after their wedding the cou-
ple drove out the dusty trail to Peter’s
house bordered by his winding creek.
Furniture brought in by sailboat from
New Orleans was put off at the Fort
Myers landing, and Nettie delighted
in decorating her home while Peter
worked the land and brought up its
potential.

In following years, when two sons
and two daughters comprised their
family, Peter built a fine two-story
house and also added to his holdings
by buying the Brenheiser homestead
which adjoined his property. As the
children grew, the devoted parents
warded off the loneliness of their iso-
lation with standing invitations to the
English cousins and youngsters in the
vicinity to visit at their home.

Nettie, following her mother’s cus-
tom, always had a stone crock filled
to the brim with fragrant fresh-baked
cookies, and Peter made available ma-
terials for a spacious playhouse and
equipment for fishing. As an added
feature of attraction, he subscribed to
the New York Times, and the pages of

James Kennedy | Community Organizer

comics, saved for years on end, were
a source of pleasure to every child for
miles around.

The nearest neighbor at that time
was a Frenchman, Alex Longot, who
had previously homesteaded on the
riverbank across from Peter. As he was
in delicate health, the Fichters took
him under their wing. Nettie saw to
his meals, and the children paid daily
visits to “Uncle Alex” to assuage his
lonely hours. When the little man be-
came too ill to live alone, the Fichters
took him into their home as a member
of the family.

At his death, Nettie and Peter learned
he had willed his homestead to them,
and that, added to their own acreage,
placed them among the largest land-
owners in the area. Now having a clean
sweep clear to the river, Peter built
sturdy docks from which to ship his
fruit and that of neighbors who were
beginning to settle nearby. In time, big
steamers were putting into his wharf
to lay over night, and soon pleasure
boats joined the merchant vessels.

Among these was the luxurious
yacht Willena out of Chicago, owned
by Dr. Peter Fahrney, the patent med-
icine tycoon. Handsome young John
Hasley, captain of the “floating palace,”
was privileged to leave the boat while
in port, and the first evening of their
stay walked into Alva, where he was
surprised to meet a boyhood chum,
Wilbur Watkins, from his home state
of Wisconsin.

He was invited to attend a village
social and was introduced to Peter and
Nettie Fichter’s charming daughter,
Margaret. It was love at first sight,
and a whirlwind courtship began.
By the time the Fahrneys were ready
to depart for home, John and Margie
were engaged to be married. When
the Willena hoisted anchor, young
Captain Hasley and his pretty bride
were aboard.

At Sarasota, Fahrney changed his
mind about proceeding north and put
into port for a much-extended vaca-
tion. All during that time, John and
Margie lived aboard and planned for
the time when they would have a per-
manent home. They finally decided,
as the vacation wore on, that after
returning to Chicago, John would leave
the doctor’s employ and go back to
Wisconsin to buy a farm.
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Photo: The wedding

breakfast is for Margaret
Fichter (Mrs. Margaret Fichter Hasley) and
John Hasley. [From left to right] Peter Fichter,
Jeanette Fichter (Mrs. Peter), Bess Fichter,
Henry Fichter, Margaret Fichter Hasley, John
Hasley, Pauline Parker, and unknown.

Blount, Walter Hicks.

Photo: Peter Fichter’s son. Henry English Fichter | Photo: Glenn, Stacy, Amy, Grant Fichter

Louise Bonniwell, Maurice English, Margaret
Fichter, George Bonniwell, Flora English, Helen
Scott, Walker Blount,?, Philip Barney; [Seated
Left to Rright] Frank Cook, Vivian Lee, Joseph
W. Sherrill holding Edwina Parkinson, Charlie

They carried through with their
plans and farmed until, weary of long
winters of cold and idleness, Florida’s
warm weather lured them south again.
Once more in Margie’s homeland, they
settled with their little ones — Marga-
ret, Walter, and Hellen — on a parcel of
her father’s property, built an attrac-
tive house, and welcomed two more
babies, Peter and Kittie Bess.

Margie’s brother, Henry, had married
Ruth Walker and moved to Miami. Her
other brother, James, having married
Olive Whitten of Punta Gorda, had
gone back to college for his master’s
degree in agriculture and was heading
up a five-county conservation district
centered at Vero Beach. Younger sister,
Bess, was still at home with her par-
ents, but they all missed the days of
activity and greeted the Hasleys and
the return of the zest of old times with
enthusiasm.

In the 1920s Nettie and Peter died
a few years apart, and Bess contin-
ued on in the old homestead until she
married. Except for the lazy creek
which dreams its way from the Calo-
osahatchee to the back country, the
Fichter name is seldom heard in the
area, but three grandchildren live on
part of the original homestead and
uphold the traditions of their pioneer
forebears.

None of the children speak or read
German, so they can only look at their
grandfather’s album from the old
country and wonder at the captions
and entries on each page. It is under-
standable they didn’t learn the lan-
guage, for Peter was so determined to
be an American that he never resorted
to his native tongue.

Ithad been so long since he had spo-
ken German that when his brother
and wife came to see him, the three
found they were no longer able to con-
verse. After a brief visit, struggling
to communicate with gestures and
a remembered word here and there,
they said “auf Wiedersehen” — but in
their hearts they knew they would
never meet again.

Although they said goodbye 100
years ago, Peter’s descendants remain
in Alva today.

For more information on this article
contact press@eastleenews.com ‘s’
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Photo: Peter Fichter Homestead. ack row Left to Photo: [Middle Row] Zonie English, Katie English,
Right] Henry Fichter, Alonzo Lewis, Colin English, Perry English, Katherine E. Solomon, Margaret
English (Grandma), Jeanette E. Fichter, Flora
English, Mary Stebbins. [Back Row Left to Right]
A. J. English, Ida English holding J. Daniel, John
C. English, Captain J. B. McKinley, Peter Fichter
with James N., Hugh Sampson English. [Bottom

Row] Maurice English, Henry Fichter, Elizabeth
Fichter, Margaret Fichter, Colin English.
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Photo: Grant, the late Henry “Hank” English
Fichter, Glenn.
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Protecting Pets from Bufo Toads: What Every Pet
Owner ShOllld KnOW Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM | Just 4 Pets Veterinary Wellness Center

Bufo toads—also known as cane
toads or marine toads (Rhinella ma-
rina)—pose a serious threat to pets,
especially dogs and cats. These large,
toxic amphibians thrive in warm, humid
areas like Florida, Texas, and Hawaii,
and are known for secreting a potent
toxin that can be deadly to animals.

HOW TOAD TOXICITY
HAPPENS

When threatened, Bufo toads release
a milky-white toxin from glands behind
their eyes and across their skin. Pets
are most at risk when they lick, bite, or
mouth the toad, as the toxin is quickly
absorbed through the soft tissues in
the mouth. Even drinking water thata
toad has been in can cause poisoning.

This toxin mainly affects the brain,
heart, and muscles. It contains chem-
icals that can throw off heart rhythms
and interrupt normal nerve function,
often with life-threatening results.

HOW TO SPOT THE SIGNS

Symptoms usually show up within

minutes and can get worse quickly.
What to watch for:

e Mouth issues: Lots of drooling
(often thick and foamy), red or
irritated gums, or your pet pawing
at their mouth like something’s
wrong

e Stomach problems: Vomiting
and diarrhea

e Acting strangely: Confused be-
havior, wobbliness, twitching, or
even full-body shaking (seizures)

e Heart and breathing troubles:
Fast or irregular heartbeat, heavy
panting, or gums that look blue or
very pale

e Other signs: Big, wide pupils, or
your pet feeling very hot to the
touch—especially if they’ve had a
seizure

If you notice any of these signs, treat
it as an emergency. Without fast care,
the toxin can lead to brain swelling,
fluid in the lungs, or even death.

WHAT TO DO IN
AN EMERGENCY

If you think your pet has come into

contact with a Bufo toad:

1.Get your pet away from the toad
right away

2.Rinse out their mouth using a
gentle stream of water. Keep their
head tilted down so they don’t
swallow the water. You can also
wipe the inside of their mouth
with a wet cloth for up to 20
minutes.

3.Don’t use a hose with strong
pressure, as this could send wa-
ter into their lungs

4.Take them to a vet immediately,
even if they seem okay

5.Wear gloves when handling
your pet, and wash your hands
after

HOW VETS TREAT IT

There’s no antidote for Bufo toad
toxin, so vets focus on supportive care.
Treatment usually includes flushing
the mouth again, giving IV fluids, con-
trolling seizures or irregular heartbeats
with medication, cooling the body if
needed, and closely monitoring vital
signs. Fast treatment gives your pet
the best chance of recovery.

HOW TO PREVENT IT

¢ Always supervise pets outside—
especially at night or after it rains

¢ Bring in food and water bowls and
turn off outdoor lights

¢ Keep your yard trimmed and free
of hiding spots

¢ Cover pools and consider putting
up pet-safe barriers

e Stay alert if Bufo toads are active
in your area

Being prepared and acting fast can
save your pet’s life. Stay watchful—and
keep your furry friends safe.

ABOUT
DR. VEJA TILLMAN, DVM

Dr. Tillman is a 2002 graduate of
Tuskegee University School of Veteri-
nary Medicine. Her veterinary practice
and work experience focuses on health
and wellness of pets. She is the owner
of Just 4 Pets Wellness Center and can
be reached at 239-270-5721. &

Fresh Cuts & Full Hearts: Country Cuts Hosts Back—
tO SChOOl BaSh Katrina Salokar | East Lee County News l

Country Cuts brought the buzz—Iliter-
ally and figuratively—at this year’s Back-
to-School Free Haircut Day on Sunday,
delivering nearly 100 haircuts in just a
few hours. Boys from Kindergarten to 12th
grade lined up for their fresh start to the
school year, with free school supplies hand-
ed out to set them up for success.

“It was awesome—never been so busy in
such a short amount of time,” said owner
Billy Youngs. “Brought joy to my heart
for sure.”

The event was powered by an outpour-
ing of community support, with generous
sponsorships from:

¢ Ament Construction Inc.
¢ Blue Diamond Plumbing, Inc.

¢ Capling Leveling, Inc.
* ETAirLLC

The Garage Gals Motorsports Meet &
Greet added extra excitement for kids and
parents alike.

And the giving spirit doesn’t stop there—
Country Cuts is offering 10% off any ser-
vice through December 31, 2025. Coupons
available at The Buckingham Blues Bar.

Whether it’s a fresh fade, a clean shave, a
senior discount, or a mullet revival—Coun-
try Cuts has you covered.

Follow for updates and deals: facebook.
com/countrycutsfortmyers
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SORT MYER

PEST CONTROL

SERVING SW FLORIDA SINCE 1966
Our Services Include:

% Household Pests

%Jﬁ Specialty Pests
""" Lawn/Turf Management
y Termite Control

’?‘ Mosquito Control

YOUR PEST SOLUTION

CONTROL
SERVICE

Don't let pests take over your
home—call us for top-notch
pest control services today!

WED YOUR
GUAR
SAFE TROM

HOME F
PEST INFESTATION

Say goodbye to pesky invaders with
Fort Myers Pest Control,

your trusted partner in pest control.

Thanks to everyone who came out—we
can’'t wait to do it again!

* WELLNESS AND PREVENTATIVE CARE

* SICK PET CARE

*« DENTAL CLEANING

« ADVANCED SURGERY . ’

* FULL IN-HOSPITAL DIAGNOSTICS 0o
* LIMITED EXOTIC PET CARE ®-

Hydrate Your Pets!

88 Just 4 Pet

PROTECT YOUR PETS
FROM CANE TOADS

Let’s celebrate the bond we share with our furry companions
and commiit to giving them the best care possible.

P ) Let’s raise the standard of

APPOINTMENT TODAY!

HOURS OF OPERATION

Mon-Thurs : 8 AM to 6 PM
Fri: BAM to 5 PM
Open First Saturdays Of
Every Month, 8am To 12pm

care—for your pets.

MAKE AN

WHY CHOOSE US?

« Expert Technicians

» Eco-Friendly Solutions

« Comprehensive Services
+ Preventive Measures

« Timely Response

239-270-5721
www.Just4PetsFL.vet

8911 Daniels Parkway
Suite 7

Fort Myers, FL 3(‘:

(239) 543-3100

www.FortMyersPestControl.com
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Lee County Public Safety Center Hosts Business
Emergency Preparedness Workshop

Chad B. White | Blue Horn Consulting, LLC

In advance of the 2025 hurri-
cane season, Lee County’s Hori-
zon Council Business Issues
Committee hosted a Business
Emergency Preparedness Work-
shop at the newly expanded Lee
County Public Safety Center in
Fort Myers. The event offered
local business owners firsthand
insight into preparing their op-
erations and employees for po-
tential natural disasters while
showcasing the region’s state-
of-the-art Emergency Operations
Center (EOC).

A FORTRESS FOR
EMERGENCY RESPONSE

The Lee County Public Safety
Center, formerly known as the
EOC, is located at 2675 Ortiz Av-
enue and recently underwent a
$38.5 million expansion. Original-
ly built in the 1970s as a nuclear
fallout shelter, the facility now
spans over 70,000 square feet,
with the new addition accounting
for more than 36,000 of those. It
is built to withstand 200+ mph
winds and a Category 5 storm
surge, positioned 32 feet above
sea level. The hardened structure
houses critical county functions
including Emergency Manage-
ment, 911 Dispatch, EMS, and
Sheriff Communications, as well
as the Department of Transpor-
tation’s traffic monitoring oper-
ations.

Designed to operate inde-
pendently for up to 10 days
without external support, the
facility includes three 1,250 kW
generators, backup potable water
and sewer systems, chillers, and
fuel reserves. Its communications

hub is outfitted with climate-con-
trolled workstations, five-mon-
itor setups, circadian lighting,
and modern data infrastructure
to ensure 24 /7 readiness.

EMPOWERING BUSINESSES
TO PREPARE

John Shultz, Chief of Emer-
gency Management, opened the
workshop by emphasizing the
three pillars of business storm
preparedness: continuity, safety,
and resilience. “The ability to re-
bound after a storm begins long
before landfall,” he said. “Busi-
ness owners must ensure not only
that their buildings are secure,
but also that their employees are
personally prepared.”

Elizabeth Goldbach, Director of
the Florida Small Business De-
velopment Center at Florida Gulf
Coast University, followed with an
overview of how small businesses
can access capital through the
Small Business Administration
(SBA). She provided attendees
with planning checklists and
financial preparedness tools to
navigate both the pre-storm and
recovery phases.

COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS AND
REAL-WORLD ADVICE

Attendees learned how their
businesses can support regional
relief efforts by offering parking
lots, warehouses, or open land as
staging areas post-disaster. Those
who might grant emergency ac-
cess to secured facilities were
advised to prepare authorization
letters and identification creden-

HELP YOUR CHILD LOOK THEIR BEST
WITH A FRESH HAIRCUT AT THE START
OF THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR!
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hair | waxing | packages | giH certificates

%‘

11300 Lindbergh Blvd, #108 (Next to Norman Love)

www.trendsettersfl.com

tials for designated employees.

A panel discussion included ex-
perts from key sectors:

e Butch Swank, the Owner of
Goodlad and Swank Insur-
ance, representing the insur-
ance industry, outlined best
practices for filing claims
and understanding coverage.

e Mary Gentile, CRX, CSM, the
President and Principal of LQ
Commercial Property Man-
agement, offered insights on
building security and tenant
communication.

e Tiffany Allard of Suncoast
Credit Union discussed how
banks maintain operations
during and after a storm.

FACILITY TOUR
UNDERSCORES
PREPAREDNESS
COMMITMENT

After the presentations, Kevin
Gigras (Emergency Management
Coordinator) and Thomas Robert-
son (Mitigation & Accreditation
Coordinator) led attendees on a
tour of the facility. From backup
generators and secure data rooms
to employee sleeping quarters
and safe rooms, the tour high-
lighted the county’s deep invest-
ment in readiness and inter-agen-
cy coordination.

The Public Safety Center can

i; SwelLcomeZ

support 100-150 personnel
during normal operations and
scale to over 250 during a full
emergency activation. Amenities
include full kitchens, showers,
restrooms, and decompression
spaces to support responders
during extended activations.

KEY TAKEAWAYS FOR
BUSINESS OWNERS

The workshop served as a re-
minder that true preparedness
begins with people. Business
owners were encouraged to en-
sure their employees have storm
plans in place for their families
first—because if their home life is
secure, they’ll be better equipped
to help businesses recover.

“Test your plans before the
storm,” one speaker empha-
sized. “You don’t want to discover
what’s missing when it’s too late.”

As hurricane season begins, the
Lee County Public Safety Center
stands ready. With continued col-
laboration between the public
and private sectors, the region
is better equipped than ever to
weather the storm.

For questions or comments
please contact Chad at chad@
bluehornllc.com

ANSWER KEY
AUGUST 2025
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100% RECOMMENDED

Check Out Our Rave Reviews!

FAMILY F

HAPPY HOUR
Every Day 4PM to 7PM
MONDAYS $1 Off All Well Liquors
Twist-it TUESDAYS $3 Domestic Bottles

SUMMER MARKET
August 23, 2025 ¢ Starts at 11lam
Merch & Get To Know Local Small Businesses
VENDORS INSIDE & OUTSIDE ¢ LIVE MUSIC ALL DAY

NDLY DINING

BAR AND GRILL
DAILY FOOD € DRINK SPECIALS

INSIDE & OUTSIDE DINING ¢ INSIDE BAR & TIKI BAR
Gift Certificates & Merchandise Available
Full Menu 11AM to 10PM ¢ Late Night Menu 10PM to Close

SUNDAY BOTTOMLESS
MIMOSAS

Bucket of domestic beer, 12”
Cheese Pizza, and 10 wings for $35

239-990-6272
12350 PALM BEACH BLVD + FORT MYERS, FL
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Different Doesn’t Have To Be Divisive ... maguire

As a young child, the pinnacle
of important conversation comes
up, “what is your favorite color?”

This question, while seemingly
simple through the rear view of
history, forms our earliest under-
standing of choice, social conse-
quence, and different opinions.
What is my favorite color, and the
more important question, why
is it my favorite color? Does my
best friend like blue? Should i
change my answer to blue?. Do i
even understand why i like blue
(the why). Can i change my an-
swer now or later, why should i
change it, does that mean i was
wrong or did my perspective just
change.

These nuances, while not nec-
essarily fleshed out at the early
childhood stage, are present and
formative. What isn’t often pres-
ent is the divisiveness that comes
with difference/division. I like
blue and you like red, so i don’t
like you anymore.

Division is a separation of opin-
ion or feeling, while divisive is
defined as creating dissention
or discord. In the context above,

sammy and james both like blue,
joe likes red. Sammy and james
are sitting at the same lunch ta-
ble, sammy tells james that if joe
doesn’t like blue, he can move
tables and not sit with them. In-
stead of accepting that difference
of opinion is normal and ok, sam-
my seeks something more. He
seeks to separate, thus moving
from division to divisiveness.

At a recent lee county school
board meeting, school board
member melissa giovanelli, re-
sponding to public comment
about the placement of new high
school nnn, stated that if people
didn’t want to live near the new
school they could move. This
comment./Approach is wrong
- full stop.

Election to public office is a
form of public service.

Responsibility to the public:
elected officials are entrusted
with the responsibility of repre-
senting and serving the interests
of their constituents. No cut outs.

e Decisions for the common
good: decisions and actions
are expected to prioritize

the needs and welfare of
the community, rather than
personal gain or partisan
interests.

e Upholding ethical princi-
ples: public service involves
a commitment to integrity,
transparency, and placing
commitment to ethical prin-
ciples.

Divisiveness runs counter to
transparency, accountability,
trust, and building a sense of
community. Telling community
members that they can move if

they don’t like something is out-
rageous. Difference of opinion
creates diversity, communities
thrive with diversity. The com-
munity deserves and expects
better.

As the Joe in the story above,l
had both blue and red as my fa-
vorite colors during my child-
hood days. As an adult i under-
stood that difference of opinion
was good, was healthy, and my
favorite color became purple, the
exact outcome when you mix red
and blue. %

AAE promotes the Christ-centered gospel and
biblical worldview for human flourishing.

We research and share news and information,
stand with persecuted Christians, speak up for
freedoms, and encourage an army of biblical

faith.

We amplify faithful and courageous leaders
like Franklin Graham, Sean Feucht, Megan
Basham, Eric Metaxas, Alveda King, Jim
Garlow, George

Barna, and

many more.

LOOKING FOR

ANSWERS?

Get what you're looking for at
LIFESBASICQUESTIONS.COM
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The Beer Drinkin’ Mule

Featuring Tommy Lee Cook & BBB
Weekly: Sundays 3-6pm and Wed 7-10pm
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FRI, AUG 22ND

FRI, AUG 29TH
FRI, SEP 26TH

SAT, OCT 11TH

SAT, OCT 18TH

SAT, OCT 25TH

SAT, NOV 1ST
™
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FRI, NOV 7TH

SAT, NOV 8TH

MEMPHIS LIGHTNING

8pm - 11pm ¢ $20 Admission

SELWYN BIRCHWOOD

8pm - 11pm ¢ $25 Admission

ALBERT CASTIGLIA

8pm - 11pm ¢ $20 Admission

BACKYARD BLUESFEST*

Memphis Lighting, Big Al & the Heavy Weights, Tommy Lee Cook & BBB

2pm -7pm ¢ $20 Admission

BACKYARD BLUESFEST*

Selwyn Birchwood, Rockin’ Jake, Tommy Lee Cook & BBB

2pm -7pm ¢ $20 Admission

BACKYARD BLUESFEST*

Matthew Curry, Tommy Lee Cook & BBB, T.B.A.

2pm -7pm ¢ $20 Admission

BACKYARD BLUESFEST*

Yates McKendree, Tommy Lee Cook & BBB, T.B.A.

2pm -7pm ¢ $20 Admission

ERIC DEMMER

8pm - 11pm ¢ $20 Admission

RAY FULLER & THE BLUESROCKERS

8pm - 11pm ¢ $20 Admission

*11am Bar Opens ¢ 1pm Gate Opens ¢ 2pm Music Starts  NO Coolers, Please

(239) 693-7111 - BUCKINGHAMBAR.COM
5641 Buckingham Road - Fort Myers, FL

E Florida”
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WHOLESALE & DISTRIBUTION Florida Sales
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HD™ Pool HD™

& Patio NoSeeUm
17x14 20x20

Super
Screen®
17x14

* INSECT CONTROL

* PET RESISTANT
* PROTECTS AGAINST UV DAMAGE, MILDEW AND MOLD

Ask your screening contractor to use Super Screen®.
Don’t accept a knock off, look for the gold lines on the bottom of every roll!

www:super-screen.com [

Super Screen® is stronger, more durable and carcinogen free, with better visibility.
YOU MAY NEVER HAVE TO RE-SCREEN AGAIN!

Super _ Super
Screen® Screen®
17x20 No See Um

20x20

SuperScreen® can support over 1300 Ibs. without breaking and comes with an industry best 10 Year limited warranty.

e GOLF BALL RESISTANT

e CARCINOGEN FREE

Screen®
Pet Guard
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Building Community In
The East: Why You Have
To Show Up For Family
DINNET Katrina salokar | East Lee County News

In East Lee County, the ties that bind our
neighborhoods, businesses, and individuals
are stronger when we break bread together.
Enter Meeting in the East - Family Dinner;
a monthly gathering hosted by the Build-
ing Industry Alliance SWF /Custom Home
Builders Association, (BuildingSWFL.com)
and the Southwest Florida Business Alliance
(SWFLBA.com), every fourth Thursday, held
from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM at Buckingham
Blues Bar in Buckingham. Sign up online or
call/text 239-470-5611.

offers a relaxed atmosphere for genu-
ine connections with our neighbors and
the broader network.

3.Inclusive and Accessible: Open to
anyone looking to expand their reach—
or simply enjoy camaraderie over
[talian-themed fare—the Family Dinner
includes a catered Italian meal (with
vegetarian options) for just $10. You
can sign up online or pay at the door;
however, an RSVP is not required, mak-
ing it easy for newcomers to join.

4. A Catalyst for Growth: From Le-
high Acres to Fort Myers, the eastern
communities of Lee County are among
the fastest-growing and most dynamic
areas in the county. Bringing people
together over dinner gives momentum
to new ideas, initiatives, and collabo-

Last month, our “Family Dinner” drew
a notable 40 attendees—real people from
across various industries who came together
to network, share stories, and reinforce the
sense of belonging that defines our region.

WHY FAMILY DINNER rations—just the kind of grassroots
MATTERS energy that builds a thriving region.
1.Fostering Belonging and Pride: The WHY YOU HAVE
name “Family Dinner” conveys warmth TO SHOW UP

and trust. It invites professionals, en-
trepreneurs, and civic leaders to gather
not as strangers, but as neighbors—
part of a growing and diverse East Lee
County community.

2.Networking That Doesn't Feel Like
Work: Networking will kick off at 6:00
PM, with introductions scheduled for
7:00 PM. Informal networking will
continue well past 8:00 PM. This event

Because Family Dinner isn't optional—it’s
essential. Whether you're a seasoned busi-
ness owner, a community leader, or someone
just looking to belong, this event is your
chance to be seen, to meet, and to belong. If
fifty people become forty, join them—because
every voice and handshake strengthens the
next gathering. Visit www.swflba.com or call/
text 239-470-5611. %
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FAMILY DINNER

NEW LOCATION! ITALIAN NIGHT (

BUCKINGHAM BLUES BAR: 5641 BUCKINGHAM RO, FORT MYERS, FL 33905

Thursday, August 28th, 6:00pm=-9:00pm
Catered Italian Dinner (Veg Options) $10
Networking at 6:00pm
Meeting 7.00pm-8:00pm
After Hours 8:00pm-9:00pm

iz anlidll: SWFLBA A
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239.470.561N SWFLBUSINESSALLIANCE.COM

MINI SPA & SALON

| THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE CENTER, LLC

0\ A
SPA & BEAUTY SALON
GatewayMiniSpa.com

REJUVENATE YOUR

For the BEST MASSAGES in town, visit Gateway
Mini Spa. We are here to help relieve chronic
muscle pain and tension.

(239) 561-1150

HAIR *« MASSAGE * FACIAL * NAILS « WAXING « AND MORE

/couaness TOU'RE INVITED
TO JOIN US!

NETWORK
NETWORKING AT ITS FINEST

; CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY
SWEFL Business Network Invites You to Two of Our Networking Meals
Weekly Breakfast or Lunch Connection Meetings—Your Choice!

Every Wednesday - 11:30 AM-1 PM Every Friday - 7:30 AM-9:30 AM

(Come and Go As You Please)

(Meeting Starts at Noon)

1708 CAPE CORAL PKWY W #1-Cape Coral

12450 Metro Pkwy « Fort Myers

SWFLBUSINESSNETWORK.COM + 239-470-5611

YOU’RE INVITED!

Network, Socialize, and Connect With

Professional Women of the Community

3RD FRIDAY of EVERY MONTH

12:00 PM 1:00 PM
Sign Up at:
www.SWFLBusinessAlliance.com/ladies-lead-club

LADIES
L E A D For Locations and Information
KATRINA SALOKAR - 239-470-5611

MEETING IS FREE—PLUS THE COST OF LUNCH

EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS

PUBLISHER
East Lee County News, LLC | 239-908-4581 | press@eastleenews.com

DISTRIBUTION

Concerned Residents of East Lee County | Katrina Salokar
Charlie Vavrina | Marlene Rodak | Tyler Smith | James Kennedy
Dr. Veja Tillman, DVM | Chad B. White | Joe Maguire

WANT TO BE IN THE ROAR?
If You're Interested in Contributing Any of the Following:
Ops-Ed // Press Releases // Recipes (Food or Beverage)
Please Email press@eastleenews.com

If You Would Like to Advertise and Promote Your Business to Over

62,000+ Residents, Email press@eastleenews.com

CONTRIBUTORS PRODUCTION + DESIGN

Paradise Creative Group | Marlene Asta

DIGITAL PRODUCER
Jordan Batty
CUSTOMER RELATIONS
David Foetisch | Katrina Salokar
ADVERTISING INFORMATION

East Lee County News, LLLC | 239-908-4581
press@eastleenews.com | eastleenews.com

EDITORIAL BOARD
Katrina Salokar | David Foetisch
Jordan Batty | James Kennedy

Additional Copies May Be Picked Up in Boxes in the Marketplace:
Brightway Insurance 9230 Daniels Pkwy-Ft Myers

Just 4 Pets 8911 Daniels Pkwy-Ft Myers

Fountain Crest 1230 Taylor Ln-Lehigh

Roosters Produce 15500 Palm Beach Blvd-Alva
Alva Diner 21200 Palm Beach Blvd-Alva
Country Harvest Farms 2300 Joel Blvd-Alva
Buckingham Blues Bar 5641 Buckingham Rd, Fort Myers
Call Us for a List of Additional Pick-Up Locations or Stop by Our
Office At: 12801 Commerce Lake Dr, Suite #26, Fort Myers, FL 33913

The East Lee County News is a monthly publication for residents in its distribution area. We utilize material from readers,
organizations, and public relations professionals as a reporting service only. The East Lee County News is not responsible for
inaccuracies or errors that may be contained in such material. Articles are printed in as timely a fashion as deadlines allow and
on a space-available basis. Goods or services advertised within this publication are not endorsed, warranted, or guaranteed
by the East Lee County News, LLC. SUBMISSIONS: You may submit your piece to the newspaper for publication consideration.
All submissions mustbe provided in an adjustable computer file and emailed to press@eastleenews.com and voicesoflehigh@
gmail.com. All submissions must include your full name, full residential address (No PO Boxes), telephone number, occupation,
and a short background description. By transmitting your piece to press@eastleenews.com and voicesoflehigh@gmail.com
you agree to the following COPYRIGHT STATEMENT: “I have not submitted this writing to any other publication. | have used
my own words and ideas in this writing and agree that the newspaper may edit my writing for publication, redistribution,
and commercial rights to my writing without royalty or other compensation.” The views, thoughts, and opinions expressed
are the writer’s own and do not necessarily represent the views, thoughts, and opinions of the East Lee County News.
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2 BUSINESS =
BILLBOARD

Tojplace your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (39) 470-5611

4

READY TO SUPERCHARGE 7 SWFL FRANCHISE
siasiies - R Ao

WEALTH | INVESTMENTS | FREEDOM

" CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY

YOU’RE INVITED! HOW WE CAN HELP YOU:

PERSONALIZED SERVICE BUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCE
Join Us For FREE Networking! LONG TERM SUPPORT EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISER TOOLS

P ! R ! DlSE 2 Opportunities Each Week! EXPERT MARKETING SERVICES ACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATA
Form and maintain strong relationships
é"r%pr/ with other local businesses, and get . YUUR GOALS ARE UUR GDAI'S ) )
vality referrals from one another. Acquire or Build Your Own Franchise to Gain Unlimited Earning Potential

+ Web Design « Destination Marketing q 4 ’ “We will match you with a franchise that works for you
- Social Media - Public Relations and guide you through the steps to achieve your goals,

Graphics & Print * Branding MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE from the purchasing phase to marketing.”
* Revenue Management Full-Service Printing — Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant
- Native Advertising « Direct & Email Marketing WEDNESDAYS OVERTIME Pizzeria
* SEO & PPC - Event Management _

b Commerce - Hospitality Management 12PM-1PM 1708 CAPE CORAL PKWY W #1, Cape Coral BALL FUR A FREE [:UNSULTATIUN!

12801 COMMERCE LAKES DRIVE, #26 FRIDAYS European American Bakery

S CVERS LB S 7:30AM-9AM 12450 Metro Ploy, Fort Myers 239-470-56( | FRANCHISEINFLORIDA.COM
PARADISECREATIVEGROUP.COM Arrive & Depart Anytime ¢ SWFLBUSINESSNETWORK.COM ¢ 239-470-5611 INFU@FRANGHISEUPPURTUNlTlESFLBUM

AIR & DG Y ez

AIR CONDITIONING « HEATING » POOL HEATING ’ NGENCED & INSURED

REFRIGERATION » REPAIR « UPDATE « MAINTAIN Chain Link« Wood « Vinyl S | E RRA’S J U N K R EMOVAL

WATER HEATER « HEAT RECOVERY

Yes, We Clean Dryer Vents! Luis E ’/\ Metal/Privacy « Ornamental & LAWN SERVICE
(23 9) 210- 1688 Pedro Fuentgs,sogn-eﬁgga;? lg)gill Al —-:-I—-- I}

Lic. # CAC1815527 Si Hablamos Espafiol ./ FENCE_1 @AOI..COM . FEN(E1(0RP.COM

i KIlOWiIlg With Certainty
— Is Going With Certainty

/6 Know With
CERTAINTY

For years Christians have been on the losing side of a battle that
. . . must not be lost. That battle is for the loss of youth from the
Bringing Your Vision to Life i Christian church in America that is having dire consequences

@ Luxury outdoor living, for the church and America.
designed for your
backyard

& Premium craftsmanship
with conclerge-level
service

@ High-end finishes built
O Naples, FL for the Florida climate

® 239-281-2854 this battle for our youth.

© Dustin@3Dcabinets.com UsNow ©® Phone 14600 Fair Havens Road, Fort Myers, Florida 33908
SDCABINETSNAPLES.COM o (239) 322-9789 i ToKnowWithCertainty.com s 239-410-2771

SCREEN MACHINEG WESTMINSTER

CONSTRUCTION

- NEW CUSTOM CABINETS
«- CABINET REFACING
+« COUNTER TOPS

- BACK SPLASH

To Know With Certainty’s purpose is to assuage doubt and
build a confident faith based on evidence from the Bible, the
sciences and history.

The Battle We Must Not Lose is a clarion call to the church
and parents to become the frontline contenders in the faith
development of children. It presents the pending consequences
of continued inaction and the necessary steps and actions to win

SCREEN REPAIR SPECIALS
PER PANEL PRICING

Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED! DE LIVE RY (239) 368-2375
PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT 50 Westminster St N Fe
—CALL FOR YOUR— Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 2 B )

I=IREE = vt [l voncoy-saiuaoy
e~  (239) 491-2203 . I

ESTIMATE [Hk 11:00am-10:00pm

239'898'3528 e S Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

licensed & Insured

4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 -
Bringing You 20 Years of Experience! (239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com 1-866-998-6160 ° FloristLehighAcres.com

From roofing to remodeling,
we cover all your home improvement needs.

Home Services, Inc.
’( s 1

L I/_lj o\\ _
l ALUMINUM: Screen & Pool Enclosures ¢ Insulated Roofs « Gutters

}ENHANCE YOUR HOME W|TH Acrylic Windows « Soffit & Fascia « Storm Panels
OUR EXPERT SERVICES 8 REMODELING: Kitchens « Baths « Flooring « Painting » Windows « Doors

=3 ROOFING: Repairs & Re-Roofs  Tile, Metal & Shingle « Tropical Roofing
’ - Products « Silicone Roof Coatings

CONCRETE: Patios « Spraycrete « Driveways * Pavers « Deck Stains
Deck Resurfacing « Pressure Cleaning

NOW OFFERING 100% FINANCING! For a complete list of our services please visit our website.

State Certified & VA Approved Contractor Serving SWFL Since 1979
General CGG 061711 - Roofing CCO057370 d RON 239-872-2343 - TURNKEYHOMESERVICESINC.COM



Charlie

Broker/Salesman

]

E-MAIL ADDRESS a

charlisold@gmail.com

Charlie
Bonacolta

239-994-1062 » charlisold@gmail.com

Bonacolta

“0 Fouse Sotd Name”
239-994-1062
B

at a%)
www.charliesold.com BN

Ouver 40 Years
Combned Exoorience!

C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees
when you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction
fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

Nick Bonacolta

Salesman

E-MAIL ADDRESS
nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/
NickBonacoltaRW

239-887-0468

Nick [|MLS

Bonacolta

L ] Brand New Home located in Northeast Lehigh
| onaHALFACRE LOT at the end of a QUIET DEAD
END STREET, MOVE IN READY 3 BEDROOM
2 BATH WITH A DEN with a closet that may
be used as 4TH BEDROOM. C.0. HAS BEEN
(B = | ISSUED, double door entry to the den for privacy,

& | 32X32POLISHED PORCELAIN TILE FLOORS
THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE HOME with 5 inch baseboards, impact resistant windows,
covered front porch leads to large great room, high ceilings throughout with tray
ceilings in the living room and master bedroom, shaker cabinets with soft close
doors and drawers, pendant lighting over breakfast bar, QUARTZ TOPS in kitchen
and baths, stainless steel appliance package, pantry, large dining area off of the
kitchen, spacious master bedroom with walk in closet, private bath with dual sinks
and tiled walk in shower, indoor laundry room, covered porch in rear overlooking the
HALF ACRE backyard with plenty of privacy, double garage with auto opener, extra
long driveway with plenty of parking, excellent location just minutes to SR 80, I-75

and Ft Myers. Offered At....... $350,000
Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH COACH HOME- NO AGE RESTRICTIONS

Affordable 3 bedroom 2 bath coach home with an
oversized double garage, NO AGE RESTICTIONS HERE,
PETS OK, second floor unit with screened in balcony with
| tiledfloors, spacious primary bedroom with access to the
balcony, large walkin closet and private ensute bathroom
with large walk in shower, new light fixtures, faucet and
toilet, spacious quest bedrooms, NEWER CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2023, NEW WATER HEATER IN
2023, NEW SCREENING ON THE BALCONY IN 2023, EXCELLENT VIEWS OF THE SUNSET FROM YOUR
BALCONY, breakfast bar and pantry in large kitchen with solid surface countertops, newer stainless
steel appliances with French door refrigerator, dishwasher and buittin microwave, tile wall under the
breakfast bar, CROWN MOLDING THROUGHOUT, newer ceramic tle floors in the main fiving area,
dining area with new light fixture, quest bathroom with new fixtures and toilet as well, new hinges and
handles on the interior doors, double garage with opener and laundry tub sink, washer and dryer
located in the garage but there is also  hookup on the main level in a closet off of the guest bathroom,
CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER, LOW QUARTERLY HOA FEES INCLUDE THE ROOF, excellent location
just minutes to SR 82, 1-75 and Ft Myers. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED HERE. LEHIGH IS THE

HGHESTPONTNLEAGH. — Offered At.......... $225,000

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

REALI'Y

Popular Villages of Stoneybrook, NO AGE RESTRICTIONS
HERE, PETS OK, 2+Den/2+ Bath 1400+sf Townhome
in GATEWAY. Enjoy all that Gateway Living has to offer!
Huge HEATED POOL w/Wading Pool for Kids, Soccer,
Playgrounds, Basketball, Walking/Biking/Running Trails,
Shops, Dining, Sports. The association put NEW TILE
ROOFS ON IN 2024. Impeccable Condition: HVAC new in

0 X YL PLANK FLOORS 2019* New Sparkling Stainless Steel Appliances
2019* New Washer/Dryer 2019* New Disposal 2020 - Thousands of $ in Beautiful updates/upgrades
The Village of Stoneybrook is a Gated Community with Pool/Play Area/Pet Friendly. This condo has
in-Home 2nd floor Washer/Dryer, private ensuite bath in primary bedroom with Great Flex Space:
Den/Office/ loft/ Extra Guest Area. Third half bath located on the first floor for quests, Enjoy Morning
Coffee or Sunset Cacktals on the Western-Facing Screened Lanai with Private Landscaped Preserve
View, Super low HOAs include water and sewer. Golf Memberships available @nearby “The Club at
Gateway" . LOCATION? Quick to I-75, SWF International Airport and FGCU. Speaking of SCHOOLS? Choose
from Charter, Public & Private Schools nearby. HEY SPORTS FANS! JetBlue Park at FENWAY SOUTH s

“Just around the corner.” NO FLOOD
INSURANCE REQUIRED. Offered At....... $199,900

3/2 POOL HOME STEPS AWAY FROM CALOOSAHATCHEE RIVER
- f

Newly refurbished POOL HOME just feet from
e the CALOOSAHATCHEE RIVER, quiet low traffic
—8 street, 3 bedroom 2 bath on an oversized lot,
o | FENCED YARD, SCREEN ENCLOSED INGROUND

=~ | POOL with new diamond brite finish, 22 X 12
covered screened lanai plus plenty of open deck space around the 35 X 41 pool
area, oversized driveway for plenty of cars, boat or RV, covered carport plus 20 X
17 storage/utility room, freshly painted interior, NEW LUXURY VINYL PLANK FLOORS
throughout the entire home, newly remodeled kitchen with QUARTZ countertops, new
lower cabinets with soft close doors and drawers, newly remodeled bathrooms with
new vanities, fixtures, commodes, soft close doors and drawers on the bathroom
cabinets, master bedroom with large walk in closet, private bath with newly tiled
shower, glass tile accents, QUARTZ tops in the bathrooms as well, new ceiling fans in
the interior with new LED lighting, TRANE CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR NEW IN 2020, NEW

METAL ROOF IN 2016. Offered At....... $259,900

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

74 “ 2 Se Habla
Vi iIWORLD Fepariol BUYERS BEWARE

Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when you

239-887-0468 » nbonacolta@gmail.com

BRAND NEW HOME ON HALF ACRE IN NE LEHIGH 2 + DEN / 2+ BATH TOWNHOME IN GATEWAY 4 BEDROOM 2 BATH IN TOWNLAKES COMMUNITY

=

Large 4 bedroom 2 bath home on a
quiet cul-de-sac in popular Town Lakes
| community with gated entry, sidewalks,
1 central water and sewer, low HOA fee of
$90 per month, NEW ROOF IN 2018, large
| lot overlooking the intersecting preserve
canals in the backyard, tiled throughout,
cathedral ceilings, breakfast bar in the kitchen, pantry, indoor laundry room
with Samsung Washer and Dryer included, large master bedroom with wood
laminate floors, walk in closet, dual sinks in master bathroom, shower tub
combo, pull down stairs attic entry, Quiet neighborhood with sidewalks and
gorgeous views of the intersecting canals, located just minutes to Lee Blvd,
-75 and Ft Myers and walking distance to the newly renovated Williams
Ave Community Park. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED HERE. LEHIGH IS

THE HIGHEST ELEVATION
IN LEE COUNTY. Offered At....... $314,900

3/2 IN TOWN LAKES COMMUNITY

S| Pristine move in ready 3 bedroom home with a large

%ﬁ-’m den inthe popular Town Lakes gated community! NEW
= = L

e ROOF in 2023, tile throughout, kitchen was updated in
| 2024 with new stainless steel appliances, backsplash,
- T and underneath lighting on the cabinets, exterior of
the home was painted in 2024, property is one of the largest lots in Town Lakes with
close to half an acre of land, central water and sewer, both a formal living room and
afamily room gives you plenty of space in this over 2,200 sq ft home! Large den that
can be used as a home office, playroom, workout space, or even a 4th bedroom, huge
backyard with beautiful views of the lake and nature, walk in closet in Master bedroom,
master bathroom has been updated with a newly retiled shower and new vanities, dual
sinks, indoor laundry room with washer and dryer included, located just minutes to
Lee Blvd, I-75 and Ft Myers and walking distance to the newly renovated Williams Ave
Community Park. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED HERE. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST

ELEVATIONINLEECOUNTY. - Offered At....... $319,900

Nick Bonacolta 239-887-0468 nbonacolta@gmail.com

Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate Community Since 1979

nmn

Realty World C. Bagans First
Realty World International

#1 OFFICE

purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction
fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

- \D.A
2/2 EAST GREENS CONDO - 55+ COMMUNITY

=y

] Excellent Country Club Estateslocation on an oversized
gl comer lot beautifully landscaped with mature trees,
| palms avocado etc. NO mandatory HOA FEES OR RULES,
, G| (ENTRAL WATER, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AR IN
—==4 2021, NEWWATER HEATER IN 2018, NEW DIMENSIONAL
SHINGLE ROOF IN 2016, the backyard has an above
ground p eatures, a large firepit area with landscape lighting, open
patio, plenty of room for entertaining, storage shed, plenty of privacy, possibility of purchasing
lot 2 behind the home at 18 Hampton Ave, oversized screened double garage with opener,
NEWER French doors to the lanai from the formal fiving room and the breakfast ceramic tile
and parquet wood fioors, formal fiving and dining room plus familly room off of the kitchen with
breakfast nook area, primary bedroom has a large walk in closet and enstite private bath, quest
bedrooms located on the other side of the home both with walk in closets, quest bath has pool
bath with access to the backyard, indoor laundry room with laundry tub, side entry double garage
with driveway access from Irwin Ave. Excellent location in a nice neighborhood atmosphere and
minutes to SR-82, 1-75 and Ft Myers yet walking distance to the stores, etc. NO FLOOD INSURANCE

REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST
nevmonnLeeconty.  Offered At....... $295,000

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

M Popular Vistanna Villa 2 bedroom 2 bath
wd| with den that may be used as a THIRD
# 11 BEDROOM, EXTENDED LANAI IN THE REAR
m&] 12 x 19 overlooking the golf course with
== gl plenty of privacy, common resort style pool
plus a playground area, gated entry, excellent location just minutes to SR
82, |-75 and Ft Myers, newer luxury vinyl plank floors throughout, solid
surface countertops in the kitchen with breakfast bar, pantry and stainless
steel appliances including a French door refrigerator and brand new built in
microwave, CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR NEW IN 2017 AND NEW WATER HEATER
NEW IN 2017, primary bedroom in the rear with plenty of natural light, large
walk in closet, ensuite primary bath with dual sinks with newer faucets, new
commodes and tiled walk in shower, newer granite top in the guest bathroom
with new commode as well, indoor laundry area with full size washer and
dryer, plenty of room in the screened double garage with pull down stairs for
storage and laundry tub, screened front entry door as well, screened from
the front to the rear for excellent cross ventilation on those nice days. NO AGE
RESTRICTIONS. Pets OK. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE

o "™ offered At........... $239,900

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

2/2 + DEN VISTANNA VILLA 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH + DEN POOL HOME

= Three bedroom two bath POOL HOME with a den that can easily be used as A FOURTH BEDROOM,
- | ALMOST 2200 SQUARE FEET OF LIVING AREA, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2022, NEW CENTRAL
- HEAT AND AIR IN 2024, NEW GUTTERS IN 2024, excellent COUNTRY CLUB ESTATES LOCATION (NO HOAF%
aet| ON A BEAUTIFULLY LANDSCAPED OVERIZED LOT, CANAL VIEWS, PLENTY OF PRIVACY, CENTRAL WATE
= AND SEWER, quiet low traffic street, SCREEN ENCLOSED IN GROUND POOL with plenty of covered and
open space for entertaining, separate pergola on the pool deck, built in cabinets and countert(()fs,
.| plenty of room for outdoor TV etc., double door screened front entry leads to entry foyer, cathedral
ceilings in the formal living room with SKYLIGHT and faux fireplace (was a working fireplace and may
be opened up again) large formal dining room, open kitchen with large breakfast bar with QUARTZ tops, pendant lighting, oversized
sink with disposal, newer cabinets with pull out shelving, all appliances, eat in kitchen/dinette area with pocket sliders to the pool
area, upgraded wood laminate flooring with tile in the bathrooms, newly remodeled bathrooms with new vanities, QUARTZ tops, new
commodes and fixtures including VINTAGE MOEN FAUCETS AND FIXTURES, primary bedroom with ensuite private bathroom featuring
dual sinks, walk in shower with newly tiled floor, large walk in closet witth
the family room under air with built in shelving, access to the pool area, French doors to the separate den/office/4th bedroom, custom
wood molding, crown molding in guest bedroom, new interior doors throughout, oversized indoor laundry room with plenty of storage
cabinets, full size washer and dryer and built in ironing board, oversized double garage with plenty of storage, one workbench will
convey along with storage shelving, FRESHLY PAINTED EXTERIOR, 8 X10 storage shed in the yard, excellent move in condition with
HE rades galore in a excellent location. This is a definite must see. NO FLOOD

Affordable 3 bedroom 2 bath in SW
Lehigh, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE
ROOF IN 2025, NEW WATER HEATER
IN 2025, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR
e IN 2023, covered front porch plus a
X 25 screened lanai in the rear overlooking the backyard,
oversized corner lot in an excellent location, quiet low traffic
dead end street located just minutes to I-75, Ft Myers and SWFL
International airport, cathedral ceilings, plant shelves, primary
bedroom with walk in closet and private ensuite bathroom, built
in desk/office area in the middle of the two guest bedrooms,
breakfast bar and pantry in the kitchen with all appliances, indoor
laundry room, NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE

HIGHEST ELEVATION IN
LEE COUNTY. Offered At....... $280,000

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

UIRED. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

Spacious 1,700 sq ft condo
in the quiet community of East
Greens. Located just feet away
from the heated community pool
and clubhouse, recently updated
master bathroom with new wood
like tile floors, dual sinks, new walk in shower with new tile and
glass sliding door, storm shutters on most of the windows,
this community is located in the middle of the Lehi?h Resort
Golf Course, beautiful views throughout, new roof in 2016,
ceramic tile and wood laminate floors throughout, extra
large indoor laundry room with plenty of extra cabinets,
laundry tub etc, breakfast bar and pantry in kitchen with
all appliances, central water and sewer, covered carport
parking. 55+ Community, plenty of space with a large den

and a Florida Room,
Offered At....... $205,000

attached carport.
Nick Bonacolta 239-887-0468

nbonacolta@gmail.com

lenty of built in custom shelving, formal living room leads to

AE Offered At....... $400,000

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU

* SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY

IREALTY
\WORLD

BV BROKER NETWORK

C. Bagans First

Shellie Vahue Telephone 239-369-5892

Property Manager

239-369-5892

30ColoradoRoad,LehighAcres,FL33936

RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com

WORKS FOR YOU

A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT

LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT

REASONABLE RATES — NO SURCHARGE
* A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH MONTHLY

STATEMENTS & CHECKS

END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!




