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The System Behind The Seat
How Appointments, Primary Elections, And A 2026 Ballot 
Question Could Shape The Future Of Lee County Government
Katrina Salokar | EastLeeNews.com

The appointment of Trish Petrosky 
to the Lee County Commission’s Dis-
trict 5 seat has renewed discussion 
about how local offices are filled and 
how election rules shape representa-
tion in Lee County.

Under Florida law, the Governor 
appoints a replacement when a coun-
ty commission seat becomes vacant 
before the end of a term. That pro-
cess was used following the death 
of Commissioner Mike Greenwell in 
October 2025.

While the appointment followed 
state law, the circumstances sur-
rounding the vacancy and Lee Coun-
ty’s election structure have prompted 
broader public conversation about 
appointments, election rules, and how 
candidates ultimately reach office.

Those questions extend beyond a 
single seat. They also touch on how 
commissioners are elected, how 
primary elections determine candi-
dates, and a ballot measure that could 
change the county’s election system.

Two elections in 2026 will play a 
central role in those decisions.

The first occurs during the primary 
election on August 18, 2026. Florida 
operates under a closed primary sys-
tem, meaning voters must be regis-
tered with the same political party as 
the candidates in order to participate 
in that party’s primary election.

If only Republican candidates 
qualify for the District 5 race, the 
Republican primary could determine 
the outcome of the seat before the 
general election. Voters who wish to 
participate in that primary must be 
registered as Republicans by the voter 
registration or party-change deadline 
of July 20, 2026.

The second decision will come 
during the November 3, 2026 Gener-
al Election, when Lee County voters 
will consider a ballot measure asking 
whether the county should transition 
from at-large commission elections to 
single-member districts beginning 
in 2028.

Lee County is one of only two Flor-
ida counties with populations above 
500,000 that still elect commissioners 
at large.

Supporters of single-member dis-
tricts argue that the change would 
allow each district to elect its own 
representative and strengthen local 
accountability. Opponents say county-
wide elections encourage commis-
sioners to consider the needs of the 
entire county.

The decision will ultimately be 
made by voters.

DISTRICT VOTES AND 
COUNTYWIDE OUTCOMES

Recent election results have high-
lighted how Lee County’s at-large sys-
tem works in practice.

In the most recent District 5 race, 
Amanda Cochran received roughly 
65 percent of the vote within District 
5 itself and led countywide totals on 
Election Day.

However, because commissioners 
are elected at large, voters from across 
the entire county participate in each 
district race. After absentee and vote-
by-mail ballots were counted, the final 
outcome reflected the countywide 
totals rather than the vote within the 
district alone.

For some residents, the result illus-
trates how district-level preferences 
can differ from countywide outcomes 
under the current election system.

WHEN APPOINTMENTS
BECOME INCUMBENCY

Appointments are not uncommon 
in Lee County government.

Commissioner Mike Greenwell 
himself first entered the commission 
through a 2022 appointment follow-
ing the death of Commissioner Frank 
Mann and later won election to the 
seat in 2024.

Similarly, Lee County Sheriff Car-
mine Marceno was appointed in 2018 
by then-Governor Rick Scott after 
Sheriff Mike Scott stepped down. 
Marceno later ran for election and 
won the position in 2020.

Supporters of the appointment 
process say it ensures continuity in 
government operations. Critics note 
that appointed officials may later run 
for office as incumbents, benefiting 
from the visibility and experience 

that come with holding the position.

Both perspectives recognize that 
the appointment process itself is au-
thorized under Florida law.

CAMPAIGN 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND
POLITICAL CONSULTING

Campaign finance and lobbying 
records show that several individuals 
involved in Lee County political cam-
paigns and development issues have 
worked with the same consulting firm.

TM Strategic Consulting, led by 
political consultant Terry Miller, has 
represented Neal Communities on 
lobbying matters related to utilities 
and development policy in Lee County.

Public records also show that State 
Representative Tiffany Esposito has 
retained the firm for political consult-
ing services, and campaign finance 
filings indicate that several county 
commission campaigns have used the 
firm during recent election cycles.

Miller also authored the biogra-
phy used to introduce Commissioner 
Petrosky following her appointment 
and has spoken publicly about her 
priorities.

Observers note that shared po-
litical consultants and campaign 
infrastructure are common in Flor-
ida politics. Others say overlapping 
relationships between development 
interests, campaigns, and consultants 
can influence how local policy discus-
sions unfold.

BUDGET DECISIONS AND 
PUBLIC SAFETY

Another key responsibility of the 
county commission is approving the 
annual county budget.

Public records show that the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office receives one 
of the largest allocations in the coun-
ty budget each year. Commissioners 
review and approve those budgets 
annually.

Support for law enforcement re-
mains a widely shared position among 
local officials.

At the same time, traffic safety 
advocates have pointed to ongoing 

concerns about roadway fatalities 
and serious crashes across Southwest 
Florida. Population growth, tourism, 
road design, and enforcement strat-
egies are frequently cited as factors 
influencing those trends.

These discussions illustrate how 
budget decisions, public safety prior-
ities, and policy debates intersect at 
the county commission level.

THE DECISION
FACING VOTERS

The broader structural question 
will appear directly on the ballot 
during the November 3, 2026 Gener-
al Election.

A measure authorized by House 
Bill 4001 (HB 4001) will ask voters 
whether Lee County should change 
from at-large commission elections 
to single-member districts beginning 
in 2028.

Supporters say the change would 
give each district greater control over 
its representation and improve ac-
countability at the local level.

Opponents say countywide elec-
tions help ensure commissioners con-
sider the interests of the entire county.

Ultimately, the decision will be 
made by Lee County voters.

KEY ELECTION DATES
FOR LEE COUNTY

Voter Registration / Party Change 
Deadline: July 20, 2026

Primary Election: August 18, 2026
General Election: November 3, 

2026

Because Florida uses closed party 
primaries, voters must be registered 
with the same political party as the 
candidates to participate in that par-
ty’s primary election.

EDITOR’S NOTE

This article reviews publicly doc-
umented appointments, election rules, 
and campaign relationships in Lee 
County. It does not allege wrongdoing 
by any individual. East Lee News wel-
comes factual corrections, documen-
tation, or responses from readers and 
public officials. 



You organize, you 
show up, you support 
someone who reflects 
your community, and 
when the votes are 
counted, the outcome 
is decided somewhere 
else.

That is not a one time occurrence. 
That is how the system is built.

I have seen this firsthand. Through 
my work as President of the South-
west Florida Business Alliance, my 
time serving on the executive com-
mittee of the Lee County Economic 
Development Horizon Council, and my 
continued involvement representing 
economic development concerns that 
directly impact District 5, along with 
my role on the County School Board 
Audit Committee, I have had a front 
row seat to how decisions are made 
and who they ultimately serve.

Too often, District 5 is not at the 
center of those decisions.

WHY CHOOSE AMANDA 
COCHRAN FOR LEE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT 5

I want to be clear about this up-
front. I am asking you to vote for 
Amanda Cochran in the Lee County 
Republican Primary, which is open 
only to registered Republicans.

I know Amanda Cochran personal-
ly. What you see in public is who she 
is in private. She listens, she shows 
up, she does the work, and she un-
derstands this county in a way that 
cannot be manufactured.

Her roots here run deep. Genera-
tions of her family have lived, worked, 
and built in Lee County. Long before 
most of us were here, her family was 
helping shape East County and the sur-
rounding communities. That matters, 
because understanding this place is 
not something you pick up overnight.

In my conversations with her and 
in watching her campaign, one thing 
has always stood out. She is not chas-
ing a position. She is running because 
she understands what is at stake.

She has been consistent about 
the need for balance. Growth that is 
planned, infrastructure that keeps up, 
water that is protected, and schools 
and healthcare that are not constantly 
playing catch up.

She is focused on real issues that 
affect real people, not political talking 
points. And she has already proven 
she can earn the support of District 5.

In the last primary, Amanda re-
ceived roughly 65 percent of the Dis-
trict 5 vote. In her own precinct, that 
number was even higher. On Election 
Day, among those who showed up in 
person, she won decisively.

District 5 chose Amanda Cochran.
But District 5 did not get Amanda 
Cochran.

The final outcome was driven by 
mail in ballots and votes from outside 
the district, largely from Cape Coral 
and Fort Myers precincts. People who 
were not here during the campaign 
and who do not live with the conse-
quences of these decisions.

Many of those votes were influ-
enced by years of noise and mischar-
acterization surrounding Mike Green-
well, not based on the realities of this 
district but on narratives that had 
little to do with the day to day life of 
the people who live here.

That is how District 5 lost its voice.

THE REALITY OF
THE OPPOSITION

The current occupant of the District 
5 seat was not elected by the people of 
District 5. She was appointed following 
the passing of Mike Greenwell.

She does not have deep roots here. 
She was brought into this district and 
does not carry the lived understand-
ing of the people she is supposed to 
represent.

What she does have is support 
from a political structure that de-
pends on maintaining control through 
the current system.

That system works very well for 
those interests. It does not work for 
District 5.

THE VOTE THAT ACTUALLY 
DECIDES THIS RACE

Here is the part that continues to 
surprise people.

This race will be decided in the 
Republican primary.

If you are not registered as a Re-
publican, you will not be able to vote 
for Amanda Cochran in the election 
that determines who wins this seat. 
By the time the general election ar-
rives, the decision has already been 
made.

That means many people who care 
about this race lose their voice sim-
ply because they are not registered 
with a party. Not because they are 
Democrats, but because they are un-
affiliated.

That is a problem in itself. But it is 
the system we are operating in today.

Key dates for Lee County:
Deadline to register as a Republi-

can to vote in this race: Monday, July 
20th, 2026

Republican Primary Election Day: 
August 18

If you want to vote for Amanda 
Cochran, you must be registered as 

a Republican by July 20. If you miss 
that deadline, you will not have a say 
in who represents District 5.

THE BIGGER FIX: SINGLE 
MEMBER DISTRICTS

Even if we get this election right, 
the larger issue remains.

Lee County is approaching one mil-
lion residents. It cannot be governed 
as if every district is interchangeable.

We should have moved to single 
member districts years ago, when 
the county passed 500,000 people.

Single member districts mean one 
simple thing. The people of District 5 
choose the commissioner for District 5.

No override. No dilution. No outside 
votes determining local representation.

It is the only way to guarantee that 
what happened in the last election 
does not continue to happen.

THE BOTTOM LINE

This election cycle comes down to 
two votes that actually matter.

First, the Republican primary on 
August 18, with a registration dead-
line of July 20, where District 5 has the 
opportunity to elect Amanda Cochran, 
a candidate who has earned the trust 
of this community and understands 
it at its core.

Second, the vote for single member 
districts in the General Election on 
November 3, which ensures that going 
forward, District 5 will always have 
a voice that cannot be overridden.

One corrects what happened. The 
other prevents it from happening again.

If you live in District 5, this is your 
moment to be heard. 
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239-674-7630 | www.goodladandswank.com
702 Leeland Heights Blvd W Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Why Not Insure It All
Under One Roof?

Capability. Commitment. Community. - Call for a Free Quote

Lee County District 5 At A Crossroads
Butch Swank | Goodlad & Swank

www.TrueNorthLandSolutions.dev

Forging Land. Building Futures. 
Servicing All Your Surveying Needs: 
On Time, On Quality, And On Budget.

Let’s talk about your project: 
239.789.4307 or OFFICE@TNLS.DEV

True North Land Solutions guides smart 
growth from vision to approval.

        • Surveying & mapping
        • Boundary Surveys
        • Platting
        • Sketch and legal descriptions
        • Construction Stakeout and Record 
           Asbuilts
        • FEMA Elevation Certifi cates

Building strong communities, one project 
at a time — from vision to reality.

HAIR • SKIN • MASSAGE

COUNTRYCURLSFM.COM • (239) 264-3114
14561 PALM BEACH BLVD #42, FORT MYERS, FL 33905

A LITTLE COUNTRY CHARM.
A WHOLE LOT OF STYLE.

GRAND OPENING!
 April 16th from 3PM to 7PM

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY, FOOD TRUCKS, 
PERMANENT JEWELRY, RAFFLE GIVEAWAYS 

AND SO MUCH MORE.

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!



Lehigh Acres • 239-369-6161

THINKING OF SELLING?

WHAT IS IT WORTH?

Call Today For a FREE Market 
Analysis of Your Property

NO OBLIGATION!

CALL TODAY

RENTALS
Available

STARTING at

$1,395
CALL TODAY!

239-491-3300

Available

LOTS FOR

SALE!

1/4 Acre Lots   
from $18,000
1/2 Acre Lots   
from $27,500

LaBelle • 863-675-7522

LUIS GONZALEZ           239-269-9931

luisfganzalez@yahoo.com

WILDCAT FARMS

6.35 Ranch property featuring a 3/1 home built in 
1990 with a new roof, totally remodeled inside & 
out, 2 ponds, fenced all around, zoned agricultural.

LYNNE BRANTLEY       239-491-3300

schirmer5@aol.com

LIVE BIG!!

This 4 bedroom , 3.5 bath home has over 2900 
sq.ft. of living area.  It has a hydraulic car lift in 
the 2 car garage, 90 gallon air compressor & a 
generator. All on .47 acre fully fenced lot.

$459,900

PAMELA DICKINSON  239-887-0837   

pamsellsit@gmail.com

ABSOLUTELY GORGEOUS!!

3/2 featuring tiled plank floors, impact rated 
windows and doors, double entrance doors, 
upgraded appliances, reverse osmosis system. 
Don’t miss this one!

$354,000

CHRIS HERNANDEZ     863-673-5071                     

chris_hdz08@yahoo.com

PORT LABELLE
This 4 bedroom 2 bath home features concrete 
block construction, impact resistant doors, 
built in 2023, quartz countertops and stainless 
steel applicances, alarm system with cameras, 
tile flooring througout.

$304,900

ROXANN VEKICH                                239-823-1402

theveks2000@aol.com

YOUR SEARCH IS OVER!

4/2 on quiet street. No HOA fees. Tile flooring 
throughout.

$289,900

URSZULA GALEK         847-830-4722    

ursularealtor@yahoo.com

NEEDS A LITTLE TLC TO BE 

JUST RIGHT!!

Here is your chance to put finishing touches on this 
3 bed/2 bath home with 2 car garage. Easy access 
to major roads, shopping, entertainment and RSW 
Airport.

$259,000

ALEX DESTEFANO       239-687-9942    

destefanoal@gmail.com

LIKE NEW!!  LABELLE

 3/2 Home with impact resistant doors and 
windows, concrete construction, vinyl plank 
flooring throughout, granite countertops and 
stainless steel appliances.   

$269,900

ADELIA PIMENTEL      239-462-4053   

adeliaswfl@gmail.com

PICTURE PERFECT

3/2 Newer ranch. Natural views. Turnkey furnished, 
no HOA fees. Only one year old!

$259,900

ESPENCIA CADET       239-478-5492    

espycadet@gmail.com

GREAT FOR INVESTORS 

AND FIRST TIME BUYERS

3/2 home with tile flooring throughoutl New roof 
installed January of 2026.City water and sewer. A little 
TLC would be great.

$219,900

Lynne Brantley       239-491-3300    

schirmer5@aol.com

WILLOW LAKE SOUTH

Gardenia model. New roof in 2022. No flood 
insurance required. Underground utilities.

$209,000

DEBRA SHUMAN          239-770-0549 

buyandsellflwva@gmail.com

RARE HANDYMAN 

SPECIAL

Half acre in East Country Club. Motivated 
Seller, cash only.

$169,900

NADINE RUSSELL         239-745-8316   

rnadine7068@gmail.com

BEACON SQUARE CONDO

Charming 2/2 condo in a 55+ community. 
Cozy corner unit. New roof just replaced by 
HOA. This is more than just a home, it’s your 
gateway to a new chapter filled with comfort 
and ease

$140,000

$629,000

CBPPI.com • 239-369-6161
1400 Homestead Rd. N.    Lehigh Acres

BelleRealty.com • 863-675-7522
419 W. Hickpochee Ave.    LaBelle



Give Us a Call, Visit Us Online or Come On By for a FREE Insurance Review!
Home • Flood • Condo • Renters • Auto • Motorcycle • RV • Boat • Business • Life • Umbrella • Pet

THE SMITH & MITCHELL AGENCY — ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF

9230 Daniels Parkway  |  Fort Myers, Florida 33912
1205 Piper Boulevard  |  Naples, Florida 34110

Tyler Smith
Agency Owner

Chris Mitchell
Agency Owner

THE SMITH & MITCHELL AGENCY TEAM FOCUSES ON PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
At The Smith & Mitchell Agency, Insurance isn’t just about policies – IT’S ABOUT PEOPLE!

SMITHANDMITCHELLAGENCY.COM
smithandmitchell@brightway.com
239-603-8200

• Local Experts, Personal Service 
• Protection You Can Trust

• Smart Savings, No Shortcuts
• Support When It Matters Most

200+ 5-STAR GOOGLE REVIEWS

We Will Always Have Your BackWe Will Always Have Your Back

At
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Why Year-Round Volunteer Support Matters For 
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Every day across 
southwest Florida, vol-
unteers are powering 
strong communities. 
Consistent, hands-on 
service helps ensure 
families are support-
ed, essential programs 

remain strong and local nonprofit 
organizations can continue serving 
those who depend on them. 

Yet many organizations are being 
asked to do more with fewer hands. 
According to the Florida Nonprofit 
Alliance, about 40% of nonprofit or-
ganizations say they need more volun-
teers to meet current demand. Here in 
southwest Florida, that need is clear. 

With extra support, food banks like 
Community Cooperative can distrib-
ute more meals, youth organizations 
such as YMCA of Collier County can 
mentor more students, and communi-
ty groups like Keep Lee County Beau-
tiful can keep our neighborhoods and 
shorelines clean. But many still lack 
the regular volunteers they depend 
on to operate at full strength.

That’s why corporate volunteerism 
matters. After decades of working 
alongside nonprofit partners, Florida 
Power & Light Company (FPL) has 
seen firsthand how reliable volunteer 
engagement helps stretch limited re-
sources and reduce operating costs. 
When volunteers return month after 

month, they become trusted partners 
who make it possible to plan ahead 
and meet growing community needs 
— whether during hurricane season, 
the holidays or throughout the year.

In February, hundreds of FPL em-
ployees participated in our 18th an-
nual Power to Care Week, an initiative 
rooted in the belief that lasting impact 
comes from showing up consistently. 
In LaBelle, FPL volunteers rolled up 
their sleeves to help complete the new 
LaBelle Educational Garden to create 
a welcoming outdoor learning space 
for students and the community. That 
commitment continues throughout 
the year, as FPL volunteers contribute 
more than 55,000 volunteer hours 

annually working alongside hundreds 
of nonprofit partners, from preparing 
meal kits for seniors ahead of hurri-
cane season alongside Community 
Cooperative and Collier Senior Center 
- Golden Gate to supporting programs 
that help families meet basic needs.  

Strong communities aren’t built 
overnight. They’re built through 
steady, hands-on service – one hour, 
one skill and one project at a time – 
that lays a foundation of volunteerism 
that lasts for generations. As south-
west Florida grows and faces new 
challenges, dependable volunteer 
support will be more important than 
ever to make our communities thrive. 

Charlotte Miller | Manager of External Affairs for Fort Myers and Naples, Florida Power & Light Company

On Feb. 18, 2026, Florida Power & Light Company (FPL) volunteers, along with LaBelle Middle FFA Chapter, help complete the new LaBelle Educational Garden. Volunteers 
installed educational signage for foliage, hammock posts and a fountain and also landscaped the area and planted a new pollinator garden area — creating a welcoming 
outdoor learning space for students and the community. This project is in partnership with the City of LaBelle, Arts of the Inland Gallery, LaBelle Garden Club, National 
FFA Organization, LaBelle Middle School and Hendry County School District. Now in its 18th year, FPL’s Power to Care program reinforces the company’s long-standing 
commitment to powering strong communities making Florida an even better place to live, work and raise a family. This year, FPL’s Power to Care week consists of more 
than 30 projects led by hundreds of employees in over 10 counties across Florida. 

Local Brightway Insurance Team Members Earn 
National Top 2% Recognition

Brightway Insurance is proud 
to announce that three members of 
Brightway Insurance, the Smith & 
Mitchell Agency-Michael Beeson, Kain 
Groves, and April Luettichhave been 
recognized nationally as Top Client 
Advisors, an honor awarded to the 
top 2% of advisors across the country. 

The recognition was presented at 
Brightway’s annual national confer-
ence, which brings together leading 
insurance professionals from across 
the United States. This prestigious 
award highlights advisors who con-
sistently demonstrate outstanding 
client service, professionalism, and 
a strong commitment to helping in-
dividuals and families protect what 
matters most. 

“We are incredibly proud of Mi-
chael, Kain, and April,” said Tyler 

Smith, owner of Brightway Insurance, 
the Smith & Mitchell Agency. “This 
achievement reflects their dedication 
to our clients and to our community. 
Their focus is always on providing 
trusted guidance and exceptional 
service, and this recognition is truly 
well deserved.” 

Beeson, Groves, and Luettich have 
built strong reputations throughout 
Southwest Florida for their personal-
ized approach to insurance and their 
ability to help clients navigate the 
often-complex decisions surround-
ing home, auto, flood, and business 
insurance. 

Brightway Insurance is one of the 
largest independent insurance agen-
cies in the country, offering access to 
multiple top-rated insurance carriers 

and a wide range of coverage options. 
Brightway Insurance, the Smith & 
Mitchell Agency proudly serves clients 

across Fort Myers, Naples, and the 
surrounding Southwest Florida com-
munities. 

Tyler Smith  | Brightway Insurance, the Smith & Mitchell Agency 

Local Brightway Insurance Team Members Earn National Top 2% Recognition






