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The System Behind The Seat

How Appointments, Primary Elections, And A 2026 Ballot
Question Could Shape The Future Of Lee County Government

Katrina Salokar | EastLeeNews.com

The appointment of Trish Petrosky
to the Lee County Commission’s Dis-
trict 5 seat has renewed discussion
about how local offices are filled and
how election rules shape representa-
tion in Lee County.

Under Florida law, the Governor
appoints a replacement when a coun-
ty commission seat becomes vacant
before the end of a term. That pro-
cess was used following the death
of Commissioner Mike Greenwell in
October 2025.

While the appointment followed
state law, the circumstances sur-
rounding the vacancy and Lee Coun-
ty’s election structure have prompted
broader public conversation about
appointments, election rules, and how
candidates ultimately reach office.

Those questions extend beyond a
single seat. They also touch on how
commissioners are elected, how
primary elections determine candi-
dates, and a ballot measure that could
change the county’s election system.

Two elections in 2026 will play a
central role in those decisions.

The first occurs during the primary
election on August 18, 2026. Florida
operates under a closed primary sys-
tem, meaning voters must be regis-
tered with the same political party as
the candidates in order to participate
in that party’s primary election.

If only Republican candidates
qualify for the District 5 race, the
Republican primary could determine
the outcome of the seat before the
general election. Voters who wish to
participate in that primary must be
registered as Republicans by the voter
registration or party-change deadline
of July 20, 2026.

The second decision will come
during the November 3, 2026 Gener-
al Election, when Lee County voters
will consider a ballot measure asking
whether the county should transition
from at-large commission elections to
single-member districts beginning
in 2028.

Lee County is one of only two Flor-
ida counties with populations above
500,000 that still elect commissioners
atlarge.

Supporters of single-member dis-
tricts argue that the change would
allow each district to elect its own
representative and strengthen local
accountability. Opponents say county-
wide elections encourage commis-
sioners to consider the needs of the
entire county.

The decision will ultimately be
made by voters.

DISTRICT VOTES AND
COUNTYWIDE OUTCOMES

Recent election results have high-
lighted how Lee County’s at-large sys-
tem works in practice.

In the most recent District 5 race,
Amanda Cochran received roughly
65 percent of the vote within District
5 itself and led countywide totals on
Election Day.

However, because commissioners
are elected at large, voters from across
the entire county participate in each
district race. After absentee and vote-
by-mail ballots were counted, the final
outcome reflected the countywide
totals rather than the vote within the
district alone.

For some residents, the result illus-
trates how district-level preferences
can differ from countywide outcomes
under the current election system.

WHEN APPOINTMENTS
BECOME INCUMBENCY

Appointments are not uncommon
in Lee County government.

Commissioner Mike Greenwell
himself first entered the commission
through a 2022 appointment follow-
ing the death of Commissioner Frank
Mann and later won election to the
seatin 2024.

Similarly, Lee County Sheriff Car-
mine Marceno was appointed in 2018
by then-Governor Rick Scott after
Sheriff Mike Scott stepped down.
Marceno later ran for election and
won the position in 2020.

Supporters of the appointment
process say it ensures continuity in
government operations. Critics note
that appointed officials may later run
for office as incumbents, benefiting
from the visibility and experience

that come with holding the position.

Both perspectives recognize that
the appointment process itself is au-
thorized under Florida law.

CAMPAIGN
INFRASTRUCTURE AND
POLITICAL CONSULTING

Campaign finance and lobbying
records show that several individuals
involved in Lee County political cam-
paigns and development issues have
worked with the same consulting firm.

TM Strategic Consulting, led by
political consultant Terry Miller, has
represented Neal Communities on
lobbying matters related to utilities
and development policy in Lee County.

Public records also show that State
Representative Tiffany Esposito has
retained the firm for political consult-
ing services, and campaign finance
filings indicate that several county
commission campaigns have used the
firm during recent election cycles.

Miller also authored the biogra-
phy used to introduce Commissioner
Petrosky following her appointment
and has spoken publicly about her
priorities.

Observers note that shared po-
litical consultants and campaign
infrastructure are common in Flor-
ida politics. Others say overlapping
relationships between development
interests, campaigns, and consultants
can influence how local policy discus-
sions unfold.

BUDGET DECISIONS AND
PUBLIC SAFETY

Another key responsibility of the
county commission is approving the
annual county budget.

Public records show that the Lee
County Sheriff’s Office receives one
of the largest allocations in the coun-
ty budget each year. Commissioners
review and approve those budgets
annually.

Support for law enforcement re-
mains a widely shared position among
local officials.

At the same time, traffic safety
advocates have pointed to ongoing

concerns about roadway fatalities
and serious crashes across Southwest
Florida. Population growth, tourism,
road design, and enforcement strat-
egies are frequently cited as factors
influencing those trends.

These discussions illustrate how
budget decisions, public safety prior-
ities, and policy debates intersect at
the county commission level.

THE DECISION
FACING VOTERS

The broader structural question
will appear directly on the ballot
during the November 3, 2026 Gener-
al Election.

A measure authorized by House
Bill 4001 (HB 4001) will ask voters
whether Lee County should change
from at-large commission elections
to single-member districts beginning
in 2028.

Supporters say the change would
give each district greater control over
its representation and improve ac-
countability at the local level.

Opponents say countywide elec-
tions help ensure commissioners con-
sider the interests of the entire county.

Ultimately, the decision will be
made by Lee County voters.

KEY ELECTION DATES
FOR LEE COUNTY

Voter Registration / Party Change
Deadline: July 20, 2026

Primary Election: August 18, 2026

General Election: November 3,
2026

Because Florida uses closed party
primaries, voters must be registered
with the same political party as the
candidates to participate in that par-
ty’s primary election.

EDITOR’S NOTE

This article reviews publicly doc-
umented appointments, election rules,
and campaign relationships in Lee
County. It does not allege wrongdoing
by any individual. East Lee News wel-
comes factual corrections, documen-
tation, or responses from readers and
public officials. %
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Paid by Amanda Cochran, Republican, for Lee County Commissioner District 5

TRUST IS EARNED;
NOT GIVEN!
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You organize, you
| show up, you support
someone who reflects
your community, and
when the votes are
counted, the outcome
is decided somewhere
else.

That is not a one time occurrence.
That is how the system is built.

[ have seen this firsthand. Through
my work as President of the South-
west Florida Business Alliance, my
time serving on the executive com-
mittee of the Lee County Economic
Development Horizon Council, and my
continued involvement representing
economic development concerns that
directly impact District 5, along with
my role on the County School Board
Audit Committee, I have had a front
row seat to how decisions are made
and who they ultimately serve.

Too often, District 5 is not at the
center of those decisions.

WHY CHOOSE AMANDA
COCHRAN FOR LEE COUNTY
COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT 5

[ want to be clear about this up-
front. [ am asking you to vote for
Amanda Cochran in the Lee County
Republican Primary, which is open
only to registered Republicans.

[ know Amanda Cochran personal-
ly. What you see in public is who she
is in private. She listens, she shows
up, she does the work, and she un-
derstands this county in a way that
cannot be manufactured.

Her roots here run deep. Genera-
tions of her family have lived, worked,
and built in Lee County. Long before
most of us were here, her family was
helping shape East County and the sur-
rounding communities. That matters,
because understanding this place is
not something you pick up overnight.
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Lee County District 5 At A Crossroads

Butch Swank | Goodlad & Swank

In my conversations with her and
in watching her campaign, one thing
has always stood out. She is not chas-
ing a position. She is running because
she understands what is at stake.

She has been consistent about
the need for balance. Growth that is
planned, infrastructure that keeps up,
water that is protected, and schools
and healthcare that are not constantly
playing catch up.

She is focused on real issues that
affect real people, not political talking
points. And she has already proven
she can earn the support of District 5.

In the last primary, Amanda re-
ceived roughly 65 percent of the Dis-
trict 5 vote. In her own precinct, that
number was even higher. On Election
Day, among those who showed up in
person, she won decisively.

District 5 chose Amanda Cochran.
But District 5 did not get Amanda
Cochran.

The final outcome was driven by
mail in ballots and votes from outside
the district, largely from Cape Coral
and Fort Myers precincts. People who
were not here during the campaign
and who do not live with the conse-
quences of these decisions.

Many of those votes were influ-
enced by years of noise and mischar-
acterization surrounding Mike Green-
well, not based on the realities of this
district but on narratives that had
little to do with the day to day life of
the people who live here.

That is how District 5 lost its voice.

THE REALITY OF
THE OPPOSITION

The current occupant of the District
5 seat was not elected by the people of
District 5. She was appointed following
the passing of Mike Greenwell.

She does not have deep roots here.
She was brought into this district and
does not carry the lived understand-
ing of the people she is supposed to
represent.

What she does have is support
from a political structure that de-
pends on maintaining control through
the current system.

That system works very well for
those interests. It does not work for
District 5.

THE VOTE THAT ACTUALLY
DECIDES THIS RACE

Here is the part that continues to
surprise people.

This race will be decided in the
Republican primary.

If you are not registered as a Re-
publican, you will not be able to vote
for Amanda Cochran in the election
that determines who wins this seat.
By the time the general election ar-
rives, the decision has already been
made.

That means many people who care
about this race lose their voice sim-
ply because they are not registered
with a party. Not because they are
Democrats, but because they are un-
affiliated.

Thatis a problem in itself. Butitis
the system we are operating in today:.

Key dates for Lee County:
Deadline to register as a Republi-
can to vote in this race: July 22

Republican Primary Election Day:
August 20

If you want to vote for Amanda
Cochran, you must be registered as
a Republican by July 22. If you miss

HAIR « SKIN « MASSAGE
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Ol A LITTLE COUNTRY CHARM.
A WHOLE LOT OF STYLE.

GRAND OPENING!
April 16th from 3PM to 7PM

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY, FOOD TRUCKS,
PERMANENT JEWELRY, RAFFLE GIVEAWAYS

AND SO MUCH MORE.

COUNTRYCURLSFM.COM - (239) 264-3114
14561 PALM BEACH BLVD #42, FORT MYERS, FL 33905

frue North
Land Solutions. LLC

Servicing All Your Surveying Needs:
On Time, On Quality, And On Budget.

True North Land Solutions guides smart
growth from vision to approval.

e Surveying & mapping

e Boundary Surveys

e Platting

e Sketch and legal descriptions

e Construction Stakeout and Record
Asbuilts

& FEMA Elevation Certificates

Building strong communities, one project
at a time - from vision to redlity.
Let’s talk about your project:
239.789.4307 or OFFICE@TNLS.DEV

that deadline, you will not have a say
in who represents District 5.

THE BIGGER FIX: SINGLE
MEMBER DISTRICTS

Even if we get this election right,
the larger issue remains.

Lee County is approaching one mil-
lion residents. It cannot be governed
as if every district is interchangeable.

We should have moved to single
member districts years ago, when
the county passed 500,000 people.

Single member districts mean one
simple thing. The people of District 5
choose the commissioner for District 5.

No override. No dilution. No outside
votes determining local representation.

Itis the only way to guarantee that
what happened in the last election
does not continue to happen.

THE BOTTOM LINE

This election cycle comes down to
two votes that actually matter.

First, the Republican primary on
August 20, with a registration dead-
line of July 22, where District 5 has the
opportunity to elect Amanda Cochran,
a candidate who has earned the trust
of this community and understands
it atits core.

Second, the vote for single member
districts in the General Election on
November 5, which ensures that going
forward, District 5 will always have
a voice that cannot be overridden.

One corrects what happened. The
other prevents it from happening again.

Ifyoulive in District 5, this is your
moment to be heard. &

State

INSURA

GOODLAD & SWANK

INSURANCE,

Why Not Insure It All
Under One Roof?

239-674-7630 | www.goodladandswank.com
702 Leeland Heights Blvd W Lehigh Acres, FL 33936
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CBPPI.COM - 239-369-6161

1400 HOMESTEAD RD.N. LEHIGH ACRES

COLDWELL BANKER
PREFERRED PROPERTIES

B
BELLEREALTY.COM * 863-675-7522
419 W. HICKPOCHEE AVE. LABELLE

COLDWELL BANKER
BELLE REALTY

BEACON SQUARE CONDO

Charming 2/2 condo in a 55+ community.
Cozy corner unit. New roof just replaced by
HOA. This is more than just a home, it’s your
gateway to a new chapter filled with comfort
and ease

NADINE RUSSELL 239-745-8316

rnadine7068@gmail.com

RARE HANDYMAN
SPECIAL

Half acre in East Country Club. Motivated
Seller, cash only.

DEBRA SHUMAN 239-770-0549
buyandsellflwva@gmail.com

WILLOW LAKE SOUTH

Gardenia model. New roof in 2022. No flood
insurance required. Underground utilities.

LYNNE BRANTLEY  239-491-3300

schirmer5@aol.com

GREAT FOR INVESTORS
AND FIRST TIME BUYERS

3/2 home with tile flooring throughout! New roof
installed January of 2026.City water and sewer. A little
TLC would be great.

ESPENCIA CADET  239-478-5492

espycadet@gmail.com

NEEDS A LITTLE TLC TO BE
JUST RIGHT!

Here is your chance to put finishing touches on this
3 bed/2 bath home with 2 car garage. Easy access
to major roads, shopping, entertainment and RSW
Airport.

URSZULA GALEK 847-830-4722

ursularealtor@yahoo.com

PICTURE PERFECT

3/2 Newer ranch. Natural views. Turnkey furnished,
no HOA fees. Only one year old!

ADELIA PIMENTEL 239-462-4053

adeliaswfl@gmail.com

LIKE NEW!! LABELLE

3/2 Home with impact resistant doors and
windows, concrete construction, vinyl plank
flooring throughout, granite countertops and
stainless steel appliances.

ALEX DESTEFANO 239-687-9942

destefanoal@gmail.com

YOUR SEARCH IS OVER!

4/2 on quiet street. No HOA fees. Tile flooring
throughout.

ROXANNVEKICH 239-823-1402

theveks2000@aol.com

PORT LABELLE

This 4 bedroom 2 bath home features concrete
block construction, impact resistant doors,
built in 2023, quartz countertops and stainless
steel applicances, alarm system with cameras,
tile flooring througout.

CHRIS HERNANDEZ 863-673-5071
chris_hdz08@yahoo.com

ABSOLUTELY GORGEOUS!

3/2 featuring tiled plank floors, impact rated
windows and doors, double entrance doors,
upgraded appliances, reverse osmosis system.
Don’t miss this onel

PAMELA DICKINSON 239-887-0837
pamsellsit@gmail.com

LIVE BIG!!

This 4 bedroom , 3.5 bath home has over 2900
sq.ft. of living area. It has a hydraulic car lift in
the 2 car garage, 90 gallon air compressor & a
generator. All on .47 acre fully fenced lot.

LYNNE BRANTLEY  239-491-3300

schirmer5@aol.com

59_29,000

WILDCAT FARMS
6.35 Ranch property featuring a 3/1 home built in

1990 with a new roof, totally remodeled inside &
out, 2 ponds, fenced all around, zoned agricultural.

LUIS GONZALEZ 239-269-9931

luisfganzalez@yahoo.com

RENTALS

AVAILABLE
STARTING AT

1,395

CALL TODAY!
239-491-3300

Call Today For a
Analysis of Your Property

THINKING OF SELLING? § AVAILABLE

WHAT IS IT WORTH?

NO OBLIGATION!

CALL TODAY

Lehigh Acres ¢ 239-369-6161

Market

LOTS FOR
SALE!
1/4 Acre Lots

from $18,000

1/2 Acre Lots
from $27,500

LaBelle ® 863-675-7522
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Why Year-Round Volunteer Support Matters For
Southwest Florida’'s Nonprofits

Charlotte Miller | Manager of External Affairs for Fort Myers and Naples, Florida Power & Light Company

Every day across
southwest Florida, vol-
unteers are powering
strong communities.
Consistent, hands-on
service helps ensure
families are support-
ed, essential programs
remain strong and local nonprofit
organizations can continue serving
those who depend on them.

Yet many organizations are being
asked to do more with fewer hands.
According to the Florida Nonprofit
Alliance, about 40% of nonprofit or-
ganizations say they need more volun-
teers to meet current demand. Here in
southwest Florida, that need is clear.

With extra support, food banks like
Community Cooperative can distrib-
ute more meals, youth organizations
such as YMCA of Collier County can
mentor more students, and communi-
ty groups like Keep Lee County Beau-
tiful can keep our neighborhoods and
shorelines clean. But many still lack
the regular volunteers they depend
on to operate at full strength.

That’s why corporate volunteerism
matters. After decades of working
alongside nonprofit partners, Florida
Power & Light Company (FPL) has
seen firsthand how reliable volunteer
engagement helps stretch limited re-
sources and reduce operating costs.
When volunteers return month after

month, they become trusted partners
who make it possible to plan ahead
and meet growing community needs
— whether during hurricane season,
the holidays or throughout the year.

In February, hundreds of FPL em-
ployees participated in our 18th an-
nual Power to Care Week, an initiative
rooted in the belief that lasting impact
comes from showing up consistently.
In LaBelle, FPL volunteers rolled up
their sleeves to help complete the new
LaBelle Educational Garden to create
a welcoming outdoor learning space
for students and the community. That
commitment continues throughout
the year, as FPL volunteers contribute
more than 55,000 volunteer hours

annually working alongside hundreds
of nonprofit partners, from preparing
meal kits for seniors ahead of hurri-
cane season alongside Community
Cooperative and Collier Senior Center
- Golden Gate to supporting programs
that help families meet basic needs.

Strong communities aren’t built
overnight. They’re built through
steady, hands-on service - one hour,
one skill and one project at a time -
that lays a foundation of volunteerism
that lasts for generations. As south-
west Florida grows and faces new
challenges, dependable volunteer
support will be more important than
ever to make our communities thrive.

On Feb. 18, 2026, Florida Power & nght Company (FPL) volunteers, along with LaBeIIe Middle FFA Chapter, help complete the new LaBelle Educational Garden. Volunteers
installed educational signage for foliage, hammock posts and a fountain and also landscaped the area and planted a new pollinator garden area — creating a welcoming
outdoor learning space for students and the community. This project is in partnership with the City of LaBelle, Arts of the Inland Gallery, LaBelle Garden Club, National
FFA Organization, LaBelle Middle School and Hendry County School District. Now in its 18th year, FPL's Power to Care program reinforces the company’s long-standing
commitment to powering strong communities making Florida an even better place to live, work and raise a family. This year, FPL's Power to Care week consists of more
than 30 projects led by hundreds of employees in over 10 counties across Florida.

Local Brightway Insurance Team Members Earn
National Top 2% Recognition

Tyler Smith | Brightway Insurance, the Smith & Mitchell Agency

Brightway Insurance is proud
to announce that three members of
Brightway Insurance, the Smith &
Mitchell Agency-Michael Beeson, Kain
Groves, and April Luettichhave been
recognized nationally as Top Client
Advisors, an honor awarded to the
top 2% of advisors across the country.

The recognition was presented at
Brightway’s annual national confer-
ence, which brings together leading
insurance professionals from across
the United States. This prestigious
award highlights advisors who con-
sistently demonstrate outstanding
client service, professionalism, and
a strong commitment to helping in-
dividuals and families protect what
matters most.

“We are incredibly proud of Mi-
chael, Kain, and April,” said Tyler

Smith, owner of Brightway Insurance,
the Smith & Mitchell Agency. “This
achievement reflects their dedication
to our clients and to our community.
Their focus is always on providing
trusted guidance and exceptional
service, and this recognition is truly
well deserved.”

Beeson, Groves, and Luettich have
built strong reputations throughout
Southwest Florida for their personal-
ized approach to insurance and their
ability to help clients navigate the
often-complex decisions surround-
ing home, auto, flood, and business
insurance.

Brightway Insurance is one of the
largest independent insurance agen-
cies in the country, offering access to
multiple top-rated insurance carriers

and a wide range of coverage options.
Brightway Insurance, the Smith &
Mitchell Agency proudly serves clients

across Fort Myers, Naples, and the
surrounding Southwest Florida com-
munities. ‘’
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Local Brightway Insurance Team Members Earn National Top 2% Recognition

Chris Mitchell

Agency Owner

Tyler Smith

Agency Owner

* Local Experts, Personal Service
e Protection You Can Trust

THE SMITH & MITCHELL AGENCY ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF

it S3rightway

INSURANCE

e Will Always Have Your Back

THE SMITH & MITCHELL AGENCY TEAM FOCUSES ON PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
At The Smith & Mitchell Agency, Insurance isn’t just about policies — IT’'S ABOUT PEOPLE!

* Smart Savings, No Shortcuts
e Support When It Matters Most

Give Us a Call, Visit Us Online or Come On By for a FREE Insurance Review!
Home ¢ Flood « Condo * Renters * Auto * Motorcycle * RV ¢ Boat ¢ Business ¢ Life « Umbrella ¢ Pet

=Brightway | Vicr Asenc, (Rl e e Mz 30 0 s

vd Mitchell Agency
3 200+ 5-STAR GOOGLE REVIEWS smithandmitchell@brightway.com [=]
SMITHANDMITCHELLAGENCY.COM

9230 Daniels Parkway | Fort Myers, Florida 33912
1205 Piper Boulevard | Naples, Florida 34110
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A Florida Gubernatorial Candidate Running on
Slower Growth, Accountability, and Agriculture

James Kennedy

Before the recorder
was turned on, Bobby
Williams was already
working the crowd,
shaking hands, answer-
ing questions, and mov-
ing from one conversa-
tion to the next.

The setting was informal, but the
message was consistent.

“Its accountability. Its credibility. It’
what are they producing?” Williams said
during the meet-and-greet. “The fruit
tells you everything.”

That idea judging leadership by out-
comes rather than promises, carried
into a more structured interview that
followed.

A CAMPAIGN ROOTED IN
FRUSTRATION

Williams describes Florida as a state
where dissatisfaction has become wide-
spread and consistent.

“It doesn’t matter the race, the in-
come, the background—everybody’s
saying the same thing,” he said. “They’re
frustrated, and nothing’s changing.”

He pointed to conversations across
the state with teachers, health care work-
ers, small business owners, and families
trying to keep up with rising costs. In his
view, the complaints are not isolated.

“Every county thinks they’re the only
one,” he said. “But it's the same every-
where [ go.”

Rather than frame that frustration
in partisan terms, Williams presents it
as a broader loss of confidence in how
Florida is being governed.

DEVELOPMENT AS THE DE-
FINING ISSUE

At the center of his campaign is de-
velopment.

Williams argues that Florida is no
longer simply growing, but expanding
beyond its ability to support that growth.
Roads, water systems, and infrastruc-
ture, he says, have not kept pace with the
pace of residential construction.

“We can’t handle more,” he said. “We
can’t handle the traffic, the water, the
infrastructure. People have had enough.”

He draws a distinction between devel-
opment that fills a genuine need—such
as services in underserved areas—and

large-scale housing expansion in already
strained regions.

When asked directly, he does not
avoid the label often applied to his cam-

paign.

“They call me anti-growth, and [ am—
because we can’t handle it.”

RESPONSIBILITY ACROSS THE
SYSTEM

Williams does not isolate responsi-
bility to one group.

“All of the above,” he said when asked
who is responsible—citing local govern-
ments, state leadership, and developers.

His criticism is particularly directed
at large development firms, which he
argues are not paying the full cost of
the infrastructure required to support
their projects.

“These national developers are what'’s
really destroying Florida,” he said. “They
should be paying for all of it.”

INFRASTRUCTURE BEFORE
EXPANSION

A key part of his platform is restor-
ing the link between development and
infrastructure.

“We're 15 to 25 years behind on in-
frastructure,” he said. “How do you ever
catch up if you keep building?”

He supports stronger requirements
that infrastructure be in place before
major development is approved and sug-
gests giving residents more direct input
on large projects.

“If a development’s going in, the peo-
ple should vote on it,” he said. “What
we've been doing hasn’t worked.”

AGRICULTURE AS POLICY

Agriculture is central to Williams’s
campaign, not secondary.

“It’s all the same—rural land, woods,
agriculture—it’s all the most important
thing,” he said.

He frames farmland preservation as
both an economic issue and a matter of
food security.

“We can’t depend on foreign entities
for our food,” he said. “We've got to be
able to feed ourselves.”

His position is direct: “If it’s ag, it

needs to stay ag. No more rezoning.”
A State Meat Processing Proposal

Williams also proposes creating a
state-supported or cooperative meat
processing system to support ranchers.

“We've only got four major packers
left, and most are foreign-owned,” he
said. “That creates a monopoly.”

The goal, he said, would be to give
producers more options and keep more
of the agricultural economy within Flor-
ida.

“It’s about food security, lowering
costs for ranchers, and helping Florida
feed itself.”

HOUSING AND INCENTIVES

During the earlier meet-and-greet,
Williams addressed housing and public
assistance programs, focusing on how
they are structured.

“The way it’s set up, why would you
want to make more money if your rent
just keeps going up?” he said.

He argued for systems that allow peo-
ple to stabilize financially while working
toward independence.

“It shouldn’t be a lifetime system, it
should be a way out,” he said.

He also said that if public housing
is viewed as unsafe or undesirable, the
solution should be to improve conditions.

“If people say it’s dangerous, then fix
it, don’t just accept it.”

EDUCATION AND WORK-
FORCE READINESS

Education is another area he identi-
fies as needing change.

“K-12 is broken,” he said. “We’ve got
to get trades back, life skills, budgeting,
things people actually need.”

He emphasized preparing students
for multiple pathways, not just college.

“Right now, they’re not equipped for
anything when they leave,” he said.

WATER, UTILITIES, AND AC-
COUNTABILITY

Environmental concerns, particularly
water quality, are tied closely to his views
on development.

\
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“We're polluting our waterways,
we're stressing our systems,” he said.

He also raised concerns about state
boards and regulatory bodies, arguing
they often operate without enough ac-
countability to the public.

“Every time they come for an increase,
they getit,” he said, referring to utilities.
“Who’s fighting for the people?”

GOVERNING APPROACH

When asked how he would address
the influence of development interests,
Williams pointed to executive authority.

“As governor, you've got veto power,”
he said. “If it doesn’t help Floridians, it’s
not getting signed.”

CAMPAIGN STRUCTURE AND
STRATEGY

Williams describes his campaign as
operating outside traditional funding
models.

“I self-fund most of it,” he said. “The
rest comes in $50, $100 at a time.”

He also emphasized the role of social
media.

“Social media is free, and everybody’s
on it,” he said.

Atthe same time, the pace and inter-
ruptions of both the meet-and-greet and
interview reflected another part of his
approach: direct engagement.

“When people hear you in person,
it’s different,” he said. “They’re looking
for truth.”

A CAMPAIGN FRAMED
AROUND OUTCOMES

Williams’s campaign is built around a
consistent premise: Florida’s challenges;
growth, infrastructure, affordability, and
environmental strain are connected and
visible in daily life.

“You know them by their fruit,” he
said. “And the fruit of what we’ve got
right now, it’s not working.”

Whether that message resonates
statewide remains to be seen. But the
campaign is structured around a single
question that runs through each issue
he raises: What has leadership produced,
and is it enough?

ROOSTERS
PRODUCE

ALVA, FL.

« Crisp green beans
- Bright, buttery wax beans

- Garden-fresh collard greens
picked at their most vibrant

« Local bicolor sweet corn is in
and it's as sweet as it gets

- Homegrown coming
off the vines

« Our zinnias are in full bloom and
bursting with color

- Kale and Swiss Chard

- Petite golden potatoes and ruby
red baby potatoes

£ i) 3 4 &
ooster’s Produce on Route 80
Open Mon-Sat 9AM to 6PM

Sunday 10AM to 5PM

15500 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL 33920
(239) 690-3108

Spring is POPPING With Greens!

25V AP PR

Fresh Beans & Collard Greens
to Celebrate The Spring Season

GARDEN-READY
ZINNIAS IN BLOOM

u =
TRUSTED WELL DRILLING &
WATER TREATMENT SERVICES

lenty

SINCE 1979

¢ Well Abandonment

e Flow Testing

lYsur Cloan Water o Our Pza'm?/

¢ Residential, Commercial & Replacement Wells
¢ Residential & Commercial Pump Installs

¢ Well Rehab and Repair

¢ Reverse Osmosis & Water Treatment Installation
e Water Treatment Maintenance

Emergency Services Available

FAMILY & LOCALLY OWNED | FL STATE LICENSE #2313
(239) 694-5759 | WELLS@LABELLEWELLDRILLING.COM
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The Artists of Florida's Cowboy Tradition, Hobby
Campbell, Art With Roots ames kennedy

Lifelong cowboy and
native Floridian Hobby
Campbell is known for
imagery so detailed it
borders on photograph-
ic. But that description
alone would miss the
mark. A few months ago,
he was kind enough to spend an afternoon
with me. We talked not just about his
work, but about Florida—its wild spaces,
its cattle culture, and a way of life that is
steadily slipping out of reach.

The interview, however, didn’t start
when I hit record. It started over lunch
at the Gator Shack in Lorida. If you pass
through town, stop in and have a bite.
The food is excellent. The walls of this
local restaurant are lined with several
exceptional paintings by Mr. Campbell,
creating an unexpected fine art exhibit
along a Florida back road.

Before we ever got into art or tech-
nique, before we walked among the rem-
nants of an old cow pen talking about
history and life, | watched Hobby interact
with people who had known him for de-
cades. A friend stopped by. Then another.
Stories began before introductions were
finished. What stood out wasn'’t just famil-
iarity, but respect—the kind built not on
reputation alone, but on years of shared
ground, shared work, and a shared un-
derstanding of what this part of Florida
still is.

That mattered. By the time we got in
the truck and headed out across ranch
country, [ wasn'’t just interviewing an
artist. [ was riding with someone who has
lived the very life he paints. That experi-
ence shows up in every piece of his work.

Hobby doesn’t paint from photographs
unless he has to. He paints from memo-
ry, built over a lifetime of rodeos, ranch
work, and long days in places most people
will never see. As he putit, there “wasn’t
nothing around but horses and cows...
that’s all  knew.” That foundation is what
separates his work from imitation. You
can’t fake what you haven'’t lived, and
according to Hobby, you can’t fool an old
cowboy either.

That standard—Dbeing believable to the
people who know—shows in everything
he creates. It's why the details matter: the
way a saddle sits, the way a cow turns its
head, even the smallest, almost invisible
elements like a scrap of nylon string tied to
asaddle horn. They're there for a reason,
not for the casual viewer, but for the ones
who know what they’re looking at.

And make no mistake, they do notice.

Hobby told me he’s watched old cow-
boys stand in front of his work for half

The" Buckingham
Bl fes Bar

1Y,

The Beer Drinkin” Mule

Featuring Tommy

an hour at a time, just studying it. Not
saying much. Just looking. That, more
than anything, is how he knew he had
gotten it right.

One piece in particular, Cracker Neck-
tie, changed everything.

Painted in the mid-1990s, it was the
first work that truly broke through—not
just as art, but as something recognized
within the cattle community itself. It cir-
culated through the Florida cattle world,
drew attention from people who lived the
life it depicted, and established Hobby as
more than just another painter trying to
capture cowboy life from a distance.

Alarge print of Cracker Necktie hangs
in the living room of cowboy, artist, and
storyteller Joe Johnson. The two haven’t
met, but they might as well have.

When Johnson talked about the piece,
he didn’t describe it like a viewer. He de-
scribed it like someone recognizing some-
thing familiar. The realism, the detail, the
feel of it—it wasn't justa painting to him. It
was his life, his work, looking back at him.

That’s about as high a compliment as
you can get, especially from someone who
can spot the difference between some-
thing that’s painted well and something
that’s lived. That’s the line Hobby walks in
every piece he creates. What he’s painting
isn'tjusta scene; it’s arecord. A record of
a Florida that is still here, but not in the
way it used to be.

Ranches that once ran thousands of
head have been cut down, sold off piece
by piece. Land that held cattle, wildlife,
and open ground is being reshaped, re-
purposed, or lost entirely. As Hobby put
it plainly, once it’s gone, “it ain’t coming
back.” That reality sits just beneath the
surface of the work.

It came into sharper focus as we drove.
Hobby talked about a man he knew—
someone he had worked for—whose
family once ran a large operation. What
had supported thousands of cattle was
broken apart over time, sold parcel by
parcel until only a fraction remained.
The money might be there for a while, but
eventually it runs out. The land, mean-
while, is already gone.

And once it’s gone, it doesn’t come
back as pasture or open range. It comes
back as something else entirely—houses,
roads, commercial development. The land
changes function, and with it, everything
tied to it changes too.

It’s not just a cultural loss. There’s an
environmental one as well.

For years, some of the land around &}
the Kissimmee River was purchased §
with the idea that removing cattle |
would allow it to return to a more
natural state. But the reality is more
complicated than that.

We don’t allow the natural fire
cycle to occur the way it once did.
Controlled burns help, but they don’t
fully replace that process. And with |
invasive species now established E
across much of Florida, something
still has to manage the land, keep
growth in check, maintain balance,
and prevent those systems from being
overrun. For generations, well-managed
cattle grazing has filled that role.

When handled properly, cattle control
vegetation, limit woody overgrowth, and
help maintain open grasslands. Those
grasslands, in turn, play a critical role in
how water moves across the landscape,
slowing it down, allowing it to soak in,
and filtering it along the way.

Remove that system, or replace it
with development, and those benefits
disappear. Water moves faster. Filtration
drops. Flooding becomes more likely, and
groundwater no longer replenishes the
aquifers.

At the same time, many species have
adapted to these working landscapes.
They’ve found habitat within ranchlands
that are still active, still managed, but
still open. Replace that with concrete and
density, and that balance collapses. What's
lostisn’'t just open space. It’s a system that
was working.

As our conversation moved through
land loss, fragmentation, and the steady
disappearance of rural Florida under a
spread of concrete, we eventually circled
back to what brought me there in the first
place: the art.

It all ties together, but at the center of it
is an artist whose work made me want to
make the drive, sit down, and understand
where it comes from.

Hobby’s work is often described as
almost photographic in its realism, layered
with detail that feels deliberate rather
than incidental. But Hobby sees it differ-
ently. He believes he can paint a scene bet-
ter than a photograph, and after talking
with him, it’s not hard to understand why.

A photograph captures a moment, but
it doesn’t always capture what you actu-
ally see. Your eye and your understanding
pick up on depth, texture, and subtle de-
tails that a camera flattens or loses. What
Hobby does is rebuild that scene in a way
that makes those elements visible again.

Cow Hunter

These landscapes, ranches, hammaocks,
and open grasslands aren’t always obvious
to someone passing through. It takes a
trained eye—or more accurately, a lived
connection—to see them fully. Hobby’s
work gives you that perspective. It lets you
see Florida through the eyes of someone
who has spent a lifetime in it.

And that level of understanding shows
up in the way he works.

At one point, looking at a piece in prog-
ress, he mentioned repainting the head
of a turkey more than twenty times. Not
because he couldn’t paint it, but because it
didn’t meet his standard. He kept working
it until it was right.

That kind of discipline carries through
everything he does.

It’s also why he rejects shortcuts. Ev-
erything is built by hand, layered through
time and effort. That commitment is part
of what sets his work apart. It’s not just
the result; it’s the process behind it.

When I asked him how he got started,
his answer was simple: he’s been drawing
for as long as he can remember.

Horses, cows, and rodeo—that was his
world. His father was a cowboy, a ranch
hand. He grew up in it, lived in it, and
started by drawing what he knew: bucking
horses, cattle, the movement of animals
that were part of his everyday life.

He spent some time at art school in
Palatka, but by his own admission, it didn’t
last long. Rodeo took precedence. Life
took precedence. In the end, that may
have mattered more than anything formal
training could have offered.

Because what defines his work isn’t
just technique. It’s experience. A lifetime
spent working cattle, riding, hunting,
guiding, and living in the landscape he
now paints. That depth is what gives his
work its weight. It’s not observation from
the outside. It's knowledge from within.

d:.‘a

THU, APR 9TH

SAT, APR 18TH

THU, APR 23RD

FRI, APR 24TH

FRI, MAY 1ST

FRI, MAY 15TH

DESOTO TIGER’S TESTIMONY

8pm - 11pm ¢ $40 Admission

BACKYARD BLUESFEST*

J. Santi & The Vital Groove, Terry Hanck, Tommy Lee Cook & BBB
2pm - 7pm ¢ $20 Admission

THE JOSH GARRETT BAND

8pm - 11pm « $20 Admission
YATES MCKENDREE
8pm - 11pm « $25 Admission
JOHNNY BAUER BAND

8pm - 11pm ¢ $10 Admission Customer Appreciation Show

THE JACK SHEALY BAND

Lee Cook & BBB

Sundays 3-6pm
Wed 8-11pm
Indoor Bar Open 7 Days
a Week From 11am

*Blues Fest
11am Bar Opens
1pm Gate Opens

2pm Music Starts
NO Coolers, Please

LIVE MU

SAT, MAY 30TH

FRI, JUN 26TH

THU, JUL 9TH

THU, SEP 10TH

EVERY
SUNDAY &
WEDNESDAY

8pm - 11pm ¢ $20 Admission

MEMPHIS LIGHTNING

8pm - 11pm ¢ $20 Admission

FRANK BANG & THE BIG BAND

8pm - 11pm « $20 Admission

VICTOR WAINWRIGHT & THE TRAIN

8pm - 11pm ¢ $20 Admission

ELIZA NEALS

8pm - 11pm ¢« $20 Admission

Tommy Lee Cook & The BBB

with Harry Cassano and Special Guests
Open stage every Sunday in The Listening Room from 3-6pm
and every Wednesday night from 8-11pm

(239) 693-7111- BUCKINGHAMBLUESBAR.COM
5641 Buckingham Road - Fort Myers, FL 33905
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Lee County’s real
estate market is enter-
ing a new phase, and it
is one that increasing-
ly favors buyers.

After several years
of a strong seller’s
market that peaked in 2022, condi-
tions are beginning to shift. Year-over-
year sales have actually increased
from 2024 to 2025 by roughly 450
transactions, which suggests buyers
are returning to the market. At the
same time, prices are facing down-
ward pressure as inventory rises
and homes spend more time on the
market.

For much of the past several years,
affordability had nearly disappeared
for buyers who live and work full time
in Lee County. This recent change
reflects a broader rebalancing across
Southwest Florida. Rising costs, high-
er interest rates, and a wider selection
of homes are giving buyers more ne-
gotiating power and pushing sellers
to adjust expectations in a more com-
petitive environment.

During the work-from-home boom
of the COVID era, Florida experienced
a major wave of migration. Demand
surged, and home prices climbed rap-
idly across Lee County. That sharp
appreciation, driven largely by out-
of-state buyers and limited inventory,
pushed values beyond what local fun-
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Lee County Housing Market Shifts Toward Buyers

Melissa Flexsenhar | CornerStone Coastal Properties

damentals could reasonably support.

As the market begins to normalize,
those elevated price levels are being
tested. This is not a collapse, but it
does appear to be a measured cor-
rection that is bringing prices more in
line with long-term market realities.

Several factors are likely to keep
pressure on prices in the near term.

One is the growing presence of
what is often called shadow inven-
tory. This includes homes that did
not sell at higher price points, prop-
erties likely to return to the mar-
ket at adjusted prices, and potential
distressed inventory such as short
sales or foreclosures as pandemic-era
mortgage relief programs continue to
wind down.

New construction is also adding
significant supply across Southwest
Florida. Entire communities continue
to expand in East Lee County and
along the Corkscrew Corridor. One
major example is Kingston, a large-
scale development expected to intro-
duce approximately 10,000 residential
units along with hotels, retail, and
dining. The project is also expected to
connect Corkscrew Road to State Road
82, creating another route between
Estero and Lehigh Acres.

Builders are attempting to main-
tain pricing by offering incentives and

AAE promotes the Christ-centered gospel and
biblical worldview for human flourishing.

We research and share news and information,
stand with persecuted Christians, speak up for
freedoms, and encourage an army of biblical

faith.

We amplify faithful and courageous leaders
like Franklin Graham, Sean Feucht, Megan
Basham, Eric Metaxas, Alveda King, Jim
Garlow, George

Barna, and

many more.

mortgage rate buy-down programs,
often using direct price reductions
only as alast resort. These strategies
may help support price points in the
short term, but they also contribute to
the larger inventory landscape buyers
are navigating.

Even with these headwinds, there
are still opportunities for sellers.
Homes are continuing to sell, but they
now require more strategic pricing
and more realistic expectations than
in recent years.

As Lee County’s housing market
continues to evolve, it remains to be
seen exactly where prices will sta-
bilize. What does seem clear is that
widespread price appreciation is un-
likely in the near term.

That is not necessarily bad news.
A more balanced market creates new
opportunities for buyers who have
been waiting on the sidelines, while
still allowing well-prepared sellers to
succeed in this next chapter of South-
west Florida real estate.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Melissa Flexsenhar is a Realtor
with CornerStone Coastal Proper-
ties and has been advising buyers
and sellers in Southwest Florida real
estate since 2002. She works with res-
idential, investment, and waterfront
properties throughout Fort Myers,
Cape Coral, Estero, Bonita Springs, Na-
ples, and surrounding communities.

Flexsenhar has built her career
helping both buyers and sellers navi-
gate changing market conditions and
is known for her work with invest-
ment properties, relocation clients,
and complex transactions such as
short sales.

Contact:

CornerStone Coastal Properties
239-839-2690
MFlexsenhar@CornerStoneCoastal.
com ‘s’

HAIR « MASSAGE ° FACIAL ° NAILS - WAXING - AND MORE

Celebrating
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For 25 years, Gateway Mini Spa has been the trusted choice for
professional spa services, personalized care, and consistently
top-rated experiences. Thank you to our loyal clients and community
for making this milestone possible.

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT (239) 561-1150

13120 Westlinks Terrace, Suite 9

MINI SPA & SALON

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE CENTER, LLC
Book Your Next Color or Highlight Service
With

20% off

Now through April 30, 2026. Coupon must be
mentioned at appointment setting and must be

Falewzy

MINI SPA & SALON

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE CENTER, LLC

GatewayMiniSpa.com

25

YEARS

nnnnnnnnnnn

Fateway

W And Receive

present during appointment date.

Fort Myers, FL 33913

includes 5 quarts
of oil and a filter

*0il disposal additional cost

includes 5 quarts
of oil and a filter

*0il disposal additional cost

Synthetic Blend 0il change:

s6099

Full Synthetic 0il Change

38999

239-851-5352

Pure Power

Automolive Diagnostics 800A-400P

410 Leonard Blvd N. Unit &4
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

Why pay Dealership prices when you can get the
same Quality and Workmanship for HALF THE PRICE!

OPEN

Monday - Friday CARS

$320> 3365.

1 Disc brakes only. Rotors Included.
1 Offer expires 4/30/26.

TRUCKS, VANS, SUVs
00

Owner Michael Stanek

16470 OAKVIEW CIRCLE, ALVA, FL 33920

$1,695,695 | 5BED S| 4.5B AT HS |1 ACRE | 5,000 SQ FT

ki g}i ]
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RE/MAX HALL OF FAME SALES AWARD « PLATINUM SALES AWARD
RE/MAXLEADERS & LEGENDS PUBLICATION

The Finest Luxury Riverfront Community in Alva is River Wind Cove . This is the Largest Riverfront home
sitting on the largest point in the community. Wide open large Great Room on natural wood floors & a family
room featuring a marble hearth surrounding the Fireplace. Spectacular Kitchen with Granite Tops & massive
cabinet & storage space. Kitchen also has center island with xtra sink. Upstairs has a beautiful balcony and game
room. This spectacular designed home has 5 Bedrooms & 5 Bathrooms. The home features views of the river
from almost every room. Boaters will enjoy a 28,000 # Golden Aluminum Boat Lift & Large Composite Dock.
Updated with new galvalume metal roof 2025-3 New HVAC systems 2025, New Wood floor surfacing 2025, new
floor covering 2025, new light fixtures, + + + 3 Car Epoxy coated garage has 2 large bonus rooms above garage
for extra office or bedrooms. The landscaping includes large mature oak trees and many other natural plants for
a peaceful riverfront setting Large homesite + ACOE

PRICE.......ccceeveererruinrensucssersaneee.$1,695,695

RE/MAXE

CHAIRMAN SALES AWARD

OFFICE: (239) 936-4222 « CELL: (239) 872-7653

www.DariusCochran.com « ReMaxRiverAndRanch@Gmail.com
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Long before the cattle drives of Texas and
the Hollywood image of the American West,
Florida had its own cowboys.

This spring, the Alva Museum will cel-
ebrate that little-known heritage with the
Florida Cracker Cowboy Heritage Festival
and the opening of the Florida 250 Cracker
Cowboy Exhibit, highlighting the ranching
traditions that shaped Southwest Florida for
more than 500 years.

The exhibit will open May 1 at the Alva
Museum, 21440 Pearl Street in Alva, and will
remain on display through the July 4 holiday
weekend as part of the Florida 250 commem-
oration. Organizers are also planning a July
4 morning reception at the museum, with
details to be announced.

Florida’s early cow hunters worked cat-
tle through palmetto prairie, dense brush
and swamp country, relying on cow whips
and hardy Florida Cracker horses adapted
to the environment. Their traditions devel-
oped generations before the cattle culture
most Americans associate with the western
frontier.

James Kennedy, trustee at the Alva Library
and Museum, said the goal is to reconnect the
community with a piece of Florida history
that is often overlooked.

“This story belongs to this place,” Kennedy
said. “Long before the cattle drives of Texas
and the Hollywood image of the West, Florida
cow hunters were moving cattle across pal-
metto flats and river country. We want people
to understand that this heritage started right

Florida Cracker Cowboy Heritage Festival To Launch
Florida 250 Exhibit At Alva Museum

Katrina Salokar | EastLeeNews.com

here in Florida and shaped communities
like Alva.”

The heritage festival will unfold as a
three-day weekend of demonstrations, sto-
rytelling and cultural programming centered
around the museum exhibit.

Friday evening will feature an invita-
tion-only opening reception bringing together
artists, historians, ranching families and
community supporters. Saturday will host the
main public festival day with demonstrations
and educational presentations. Sunday will
conclude with a relaxed community gathering
focused on storytelling, music and time to
explore the exhibit.

Saturday’s Living History Day will include
demonstrations of traditional cowboy skills
such as whip cracking, ranch techniques and
heritage crafts. Organizers are also planning
livestock displays, storytelling, cowboy music
and traditional foods connected to Florida’s
ranch culture.

Grant Fichter, trustee at the Alva Mu-
seum, said the event is about preserving
the traditions of families who helped shape
rural Florida.

“The ranching families of Florida built
communities, worked the land and developed
a way of life that still exists today,” Fichter
said. “This exhibit and festival help document
those traditions and make sure the stories are
preserved for future generations.”

The exhibit will feature historic photo-
graphs, artwork, ranch tools, saddles and

interpretive displays explaining Florida’s
cattle frontier and the lives of the cow hunters
who worked it.

Organizers say the project could grow
into a recurring heritage event celebrating
Florida’s Cracker cowboy traditions while
introducing the history to new generations.

IFYOU GO

Florida Cracker Cowboy Heritage Festival
Florida 250 Cracker Cowboy Exhibit
Opening Weekend
Location: Alva Museum
21440 Pearl Street
Alva, Florida

Exhibit Dates
May 1 - July 4, 2026

Opening Weekend Events
Friday - Opening Reception (Invitation Only)

Saturday - Living History Festival (Public
Event)

Cowboy skill demonstrations, whip cracking,
ranch culture presentations, storytelling,
music and family activities.

Sunday - Community Gathering
Storytelling, music and time to explore the
exhibit.

Special Event

A July 4 morning reception at the Alva Mu-
seum is planned to close the exhibit. Details
will be announced.

Stay Updated
For additional exhibit programs and display
dates, follow the Alva Museum Facebook page.

Call to Attend

The public is invited to experience Florida’s
ranching heritage firsthand. Bring family,
bring friends, and step into the story of Flor-
ida’s original cowboys at the Alva Museum
this spring. a*

BREAKFAST 8AM T0 11AM
SATURDAY € SUNDAY

HAPPY HOUR
MON.-FRI. 4PM TO 6PM

1/2 off selected items
Twist-it TUESDAYS $3 Domestic Bottles

FAMILY FRIENDLY DINING

BAR AND GRILL

DAILY FOOD € DRINK SPECIALS

INSIDE & OUTSIDE DINING + INSIDE BAR & TIKI BAR
+POKER NIGHT ON TUESDAYS 7PMe

Gift Certificates & Merchandise Available
Full Menu 11AM to 10PM « Late Night Menu 10PM to Close
Live Entertainment Wed.-Sat.

SPORTS & GAMES

We’ve got your favorite games
on screen! Check Facebook for
Trivia Night, Music Bingo and More!

239-990-6272
12350 PALM BEACH BLVD + FORT MYERS, FL
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Groovy 70’S Celebrity Waiter/Waitress Dinner
Returns April 18 To Support Lehigh Community
SeI‘ViceS Special to East Lee News

Community members are invited
to step back into the “Groovy 70’s”
while supporting an important local
cause at the 2nd Annual Celebrity
Waiter/Waitress Dinner benefiting
Lehigh Community Services. The
event will take place Saturday, April
18, 2026, at The Club at Gateway,
12091 Gateway Greens Drive in Fort
Myers.

Guests will enjoy an evening of food,
fun, and philanthropy beginning
with cocktails at 5:30 p.m., followed
by dinner at 6:30 p.m. The themed
evening encourages attendees to em-
brace the spirit of the 1970s while lo-
cal “celebrity” servers help create a

lively and entertaining atmosphere.
Dinner selections include Chicken
Cordon Bleu, Salmon, or Prime Rib,
and each meal includes salad, rolls,
potatoes, vegetables, and dessert.
The event will also feature a silent
auction, wine pull, and cash bar,
giving guests additional opportu-
nities to support the organization’s
mission.

Individual tickets are $70, and sev-
eral sponsorship levels are available
for businesses and community lead-
ers wishing to support the event.
Sponsorship packages range from
$75 “Far Out” sponsors to the $1,500
“Peace and Love” level, which in-
cludes a table of eight, drink tickets,

program recognition, and promotion
on the organization’s website.
Proceeds from the evening will ben-
efit Lehigh Community Services, a
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization and
United Way partner agency dedi-
cated to helping families and indi-
viduals in need in the Lehigh Acres
community. Through programs
focused on emergency assistance,
food distribution, and support
services, the organization works
to improve the quality of life for
residents facing hardship.

Community members interest-
ed in attending, sponsoring, or
donating auction items can con-

tact Lehigh Community Services at:
239-369-5818.

Checks may also be mailed to:
Lehigh Community Services
201 Plaza Drive, Suite 3
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

C/0 Rae Nicely &

2ND ANNUAL
CELEBRITY

LEHIGH

COMMUNITY

SERVICES, INC
Sy e WAY

Saturday, April 18, 2026
5:30 pm Cocktails
Dinner 6:30 pm

12091 Gateway Greens Dr.
Fort Myars, FL 33913
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Super Screen® is stronger, more durable and carcinogen free, with better visibility.

YOU MAY NEVER HAVE TO RE-SCREEN AGAIN!
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HD™ Pool HO™ Super B,

& Patio b NoSee Um Screen® T

17x14 20x20 17x14

* INSECT CONTROL
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Super * Super
Screen® Screen®
17x20 NoSee Um
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SuperScreen® can support over 1300 Ibs. without breaking and comes with an industry best 10 Year limited warranty.
e GOLF BALL RESISTANT

* PROTECTS AGAINST UV DAMAGE, MILDEW AND MOLD

Ask your screening contractor to use Super Screen®.
Don’t accept a knock off, look for the gold lines on the bottom of every roll!

www.supee-screen.cov [

* PET RESISTANT

 CARCINOGEN FREE

Super
Screen®
Pet Guard
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Nestled in the heart of LaBelle, Florida, Belle Hatchee Marina
is your premier destination for boating enthusiasts of every
kind. Whether you're sailing trimarans, catamarans, or
monohulls, we offer specialized services including mast
stepping and unstepping with experienced, hands-on
support. Our complete DIY yard gives you full control and
flexibility over your project — from simple maintenance to
major repairs — all in one convenient location.

Boaters will appreciate our full range of facilities: wet slips,
a peaceful mooring field, and secure dry storage options.
Our marina sits on a natural hurricane hole with no tides or
wakes, providing unmatched protection and peace of mind.
Enjoy free fresh water, washers, and emergency fuel when
you need it most. After a long day on the water, relax the
way you want — swim in our pool, stretch your legs with
a walk to great local restaurants, or pop into downtown
LaBelle or Walmart just minutes away.

BOAT STORAGE

\\
\|"

v COMPLETE DIY YARD

v’ WET SLIPS
v MOORING FIELD
v’ DRY STORAGE

v AMERICAN OWNED

v CATERS TO VETERANS

v TRUMP SUPPORTER

v GOOD DOGS AND CATS WELCOME

Call Us Today At (863) 674-1772 Or
Email ekaymahan@yahoo.com To
Reserve Your Slip Or Schedule Service

(863) 674-1772

ekaymahan@yahoo.com
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A good client is like a

Hard to Find &
Lucky to Have

**

QORT MYERS

PEST CONTROL

SERVING SW FLORIDA SINCE 1966
Our Services Include:

%\ Household Pests

Happy
St. Patrick’s

%16 Specialty Pests ’
& Don't let pests take over your

home—call us for top-notch

) L2/ Turf Management pest control services today!

% Termite Control

1 WED YOUR
GUAR

SAFE ROM

—~ Mosquito Control
HOME F
PEST INFESTATION

YOUR PEST SOLUTION

Say goodbye to pesky invaders with
Fort Myers Pest Control,

your trusted partner in pest control.

WHY CHOOSE US?

« Expert Technicians

« Eco-Friendly Solutions

« Comprehensive Services
« Preventive Measures

« Timely Response

(239) 543-3100

www.FortMyersPestControl.com

hair | waxing | packages | qift certificates

Amy | Debbie | Brittany | Kasey

11300 Lindbergh Blvd, #108 (Next to Norman Love)

www.trendsettersfl.com 239.768.6861

DR. LAURA WOODWARD, OWNER ﬁ

LICENSE #CCC1325814

ot Pet Clinic

LIGHTHOUSE PET CLINIC
IS LEHIGH'’S PET CLINIC

ROOFING

TRI-COUNTY

Services
Specializing In
Residential Properties

Metal & Shingle Roofing
Repairs/New Construction
Roof Inspections
Seamless Gutters

Soffit & Fascia

FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED
INFO@LIGHTHOUSEPET.COM

(239) 674-9060

863-517-9922
Tricoroofing@yahoo.com

Visit Our Website www.EASTLEENEWS.com or

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/EastLeeCountyNews

Lu S CONTRIBUTORS PRODUCTION + DESIGN
Marlene Asta
I Katrina Salokar | James Kennedy
DIGITAL PRODUCER
I_ WANT TO BE IN THE ROAR? Jordan Batty

CUSTOMER RELATIONS

David Foetisch | Katrina Salokar

EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS

If You're Interested in Contributing Any of the Following:

PUBLISHER Ops-Ed // Press Releases // Recipes (Food or Beverage)
East Lee County News, LLC | 239-908-4581 | press@eastleenews.com ADVERTISING INFORMATION

East Lee County News, LLLC | 239-908-4581
press@eastleenews.com | eastleenews.com

D I s T R I B U T I o N If You Would Like to Advertise and Promote Your Business to Over EDITORIAL BOARD
Katrina Salokar | David Foetisch

62,000+ Residents, Email press@eastleenews.com Jordan Batty | James Kennedy

Please Email press@eastleenews.com

Additional Copies May Be Picked Up in Boxes in the Marketplace:

Brightway Insurance 9230 Daniels Pkwy-Ft Myers The East Lee County News is a monthly publication for residents in its distribution area. We utilize material from

readers, organizations, and public relations professionals as a reporting service only. The East Lee County News is not

Just 4 Pets 8911 Daniels Pkwy-Ft Myers responsible for inaccuracies or errors that may be contained in such material. Articles are printed in as timely a fashion
Fountain Crest 1230 Taylor Ln-Lehigh as deadlines allow and on a space-available basis. Goods or services advertised within this publication are not endorsed,

) warranted, or guaranteed by the East Lee County News, LLC. SUBMISSIONS: You may submit your piece to the newspaper

Roosters P.roduce 15500 Palm Beach Blvd-Alva for publication consideration. All submissions must be provided in an adjustable computer file and emailed to press@
Alva Diner 21200 Palm Beach Blvd-Alva eastleenews.com . All submissions must include your full name, full residential address (No PO Boxes), telephone number,
Country Harvest Farms 2300 Joel Blvd-Alva occupation, and a short background description. By transmitting your piece to press@eastleenews.com you agree to the

Buckingham Blues Bar 5641 Buckingham Rd, Fort Myers following COPYRIGHT STATEMENT: “I have not submitted this writing to any other publication. I have used my own
. . . ) words and ideas in this writing and agree that the newspaper may edit my writing for publication, redistribution, and

Call Us for a List of Additional Pick-Up Locations or Stop by Our commercial rights to my writing without royalty or other compensation.” The views, thoughts, and opinions expressed
Office At: 12801 Commerce Lake Dr, Suite #26, Fort Myers, FL 33913 are the writer’s own and do not necessarily represent the views, thoughts, and opinions of the East Lee County News.
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BUSINESS = BILLBOARD

To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611

Knowing With Certainty

Is Going With Certainty y Aiﬁ & HET DYNAMICS
. AIR CONDITIONING ¢ HEATING ¢ POOL HEATING
‘ ‘ s REFRIGERATION ¢ REPAIR ¢ UPDATE o MAINTAIN
WATER HEATER ¢ HEAT RECOVERY
/§ Know With

ERTAINTY [(239) 210-1688

For years Christians have been on the losing side of a battle that N[N A NSH K774 Si Hablamos Espafiol .

must not be lost. That battle is for the loss of youth from the B A R B E R s H 0 P
Christian church in America that is having dire consequences

for the church and America. BARBERING WITH STYLE & TRADITION
To Know With Certainty’s purpose is to assuage doubt and .

build a confident faith based on evidence from the Bible, the Shear Cuts ¢ Full Service Cuts

sciences and history. Skin Fades * Mullets « Beards Hot Towel Shaves
The Battle We Must Not Lose is a clarion call to the church Edge Work & Waxing

and parents to become the frontline contenders in the faith .

development of children. It presents the pending consequences Book online: countrycutsbarb.barberly.app

of continued inaction and the necessary steps and actions to win Facebook: countrycutsfortmyers ¢ Call: 239-878-6599

this battle for our youth. Kingh blix Pl
Buckingham Publix Plaza ¢ Senior Discount M-W

14600 Fair Havens Road, Fort Myers, Florida 33908 (239) 368'23 75 14561 pa|§n Beach Blvd, #39 Fort Myers, FL 33905

ToKnowWithCertainty.com « 239-410-2771

50 Westminster St N ~
4 Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 L .. “
READY TO SUPE > Monday-Saturday \r!' - ‘
7% X 9: OOAM 5:00PM -
YOUR BUSINE .. |

« BUSINESS
NETWORK

‘ gigJADISgEJ » -866-998;1 60 - FlorlsthlghAcrt‘e;;:;n i
WEEAE 1 CoRp

Paradise
Creative Group

Join Us For FREE Networking!
2 Opportunities Each Week!

Form and maintain strong relationships
with other local businesses, and get
quality referrals from one another.

Creative |

» Web Design « Destination Marketing
- Social Media - Public Relations CED & ’NS UR ED
Graphics & Print « Branding N MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

» Revenue Management Full-Service Printing

- Native Advertising « Direct & Email Marketing /\’/\ Chaln_l'lnk »Wood - VInyl WEDNESDAYS OVERTIME Pizzeria

. gEgosr(nPrl:wcérce : ﬁ\gesr;thgﬁltr;qhﬁjgrrgzr:ment /\ Metal/P"vacy ¢ Urnamzni 12PM-1PM 1708 CAPE CORALPKWY W #1, Cape Coral

N

12801 COMMERCE LAKES DRIVE, #26 239-306-3661 FRIDAYS European American Bakery
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 33913 Pedro Fuentes, Owner.« SeHabla Espanol 7:30AM-9AM 12450 Metro Pkwy, Fort Myers

PARA D I S EC R EATIVEG RO U P.CO M ‘/ FENCE_‘I @AOL.COM a FENCE‘I CORP.COM Arrive & Depart Anytime ¢ SWFLBUSINESSNETWORK.COM ¢ 239-470-5611

¥ BOAT DETAIL
PREP - POLISH- PROTECT
CERAMIC' COATING DONE RIGHT

I TWO COATS OF PERFECTION.
CONSTRUCTION 5
PREMIUM BOAT
DETAILING AND

_| CERAMIC PROTECTION
BUILT FOR

uiin

-

Bringing Your Vision to Life

& Luxury outdoor living,
designed for your
backyard

& Premium craftsmanship
with concierge-level
service

@ High-end finishes built
O Naples, FL for the Florida climate

FLORIDA WATERS. LhialE
g ézuiﬁr?]@-bz;s;binets.com USNOW @phone nuoTEs AVAILABLE GNLINE

3DCABINETSNAPLES.COM (239) 322-9789 www.BancerBoaTDETAIL.COM

SCREEN MACHING W9 me) S el afPomin

OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

+ NEW CUSTOM CABINETS
« CABINET REFACING
+« COUNTER TOPS

+ BACK SPLASH

LT LT el A L0 ALVA MARKET

PER PANEL PRICING R ) E
Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED! D E LIVE RY i #Qﬂ,gggﬂ{{sﬁ{gﬁﬁgﬁgfgo

> ’ PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT SPECIALTY PIZZAS, CALZONES & STROMBOL/
—CALLFORYOUR— = ) M SANDWICHES, SALADS, PASTAS & DESSERTS
Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The
’ EEE < Forum, Buckingham & Most of Lehigh ~ ha D[ll
E STI M AT E - e (239) 491-2203 Monday - Thursday 6:00AM-7:30PM
i . . Friday 6:00AM-8:30PM
e 11:00am-10:00pm Saturday 6:00AM-7:30PM
239-898-3528 —_— oo Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays
licensed & Insured = “ : - pIZZA
i i . . Monday - Thursday 11:00AM-7:30PM
4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971 Friday 11:00AM-8:30PM
Bringing You 20 Years of Experience! | (239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com Saturday 11:00AM-7:30PM

Experiencing God, Loving People, Transforming Lives :l?ﬁ___‘

hof God %ﬁ:ﬁ

Sunday School 9:30AM ¢ Church Service 10:30AM
Call: (239) 689-5949  Wednesday Night Prayer 6:00PM » Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00PM




Charlie

Broker/Salesman

E-MAIL ADDRESS  [8];
charlisold@gmail.com &%

Charlie
Bonacolta

239-994-1062 » charlisold@gmail.com

Bonacolta

“0 FHouse Setd Name”
239-994-1062
s

h |
www.charliesold.com [l

Over 40 Years
Combined Exporionce!

C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees
when you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction
fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

Nick Bonacolta

Salesman

E-MAIL ADDRESS
nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/
NickBonacoltaRW

239-887-0468

Nick

Bonacolta R

REALTOR

239-887-0468 » nbonacolta@gmail.com

Affordable 2 bedroom 2 bath GROUND FLOOR
CORNER UNITin Golfside Village, common POOL
and tennis courts just steps away, COVERED
CARPORT PARKING, NO AGE RESTRICTIONS
— - HERE AND PETS ARE OK, NEWER LUXURY
VINYL PLANK FLOORS THROUGHOUT, new cabinets and GRANITE COUTERTOPS
in the kitchen with breakfast bar, EXTRA LARGE SINK WITH NEWER FAUCET, open
tray ceiling in the kitchen with newer LED lighting throughout the condo, newly
remodeled bathrooms as well with all new tile in the tub and shower areas, NEW
CENTRAL HEAT AND AR IN 2021, primary bedroom with walk in closet and enstite
bathroom, access to the screened lanai with extra storage cabinet and laundry
area, plenty of privacy overlooking the nicely landscaped yard and GOLF COURSE,
easy maintenance living with the exterior all covered by the monthly condo fee,
located within walking distance to stores ec,, I-75, Ft Myers and SWFL International
airport just a few minutes away. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS

THE HIGHEST ELEVATION IN
LEE COUNTY. Offered At....... $127,500

s Affordable 3 bedroom 2 bath, NO AGE
RESRICTIONS HERE- PETS OK, NEW
T i DIMENSIONAL ROOF IN 2018, NEW
=i SQUARE D ELECTRICAL PANEL BOX IN

2025, NEW WATER HEATER IN 2017,

= freshly painted interior in 2025, large
3 BEDROOM addition in the rear of the unit with a walk in closet
and separate entrance, screened front porch, LUXURY VINYL PLANK
FLOORS WITH CERAMIC TILE FLOORS, vaulted ceilings in the living
room, large formal dining room with built in cabinets, newer vanities
in the bathrooms, covered carport parking with small storage room off
of the carport, walking distance to stores and bus stop, low monthly
maintenance fee of $60 per month includes grass cutting, indoor
laundry area with full size washer and dryer off of the kitchen, NO
FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST ELEVATION

IN'LEE COUNTY. Offered At....... $180,000

2/2 GROUND FLOOR GOLFSIDE VILLAGE CONDO AFFORDABLE 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH HOME 3/2 DOUBLE GARAGE- CENTRAL WATER & SEWER

- "

Affordable 3 bedroom 2 bath DOUBLE

SR 82, CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER, NEW
DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2020, NEW

. g WATER HEATER IN 2024, NEW CENTRAL HEAT
AND AR IN 2022, freshly painted interior, cathedral ceilings and plant shelves,
NEW LUXURY VINYL PLANK floors in the eat in kitchen with breakfast bar and
pantry, two sets of French doors lead out to the spacious backyard with Oak
tree for shade and plenty of room to play and entertain, primary bedroom with
walk in closet and ensuite bathroom, built in desk in the quest bedroom hallway,
new light fixtures in the bathrooms, indoor laundry room, low traffic street in an
excellent neighborhood atmosphere located just minutes to SR 82, I-75, Ft Myers
and the SWFL International airport. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH

IS THE HIGHEST ELEVATION
Offered At....... $255,000

IN LEE COUNTY.

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

2 BEDROOM + 20 X 9 DEN / 2 BATH HOME EW 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH DOUBLE GARAGE

NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2018, NEW WATER HEATER # BRAND NEW- READY TO MOVE IN- C.0. HAS BEEN ISSUED. Affordable
£ | 2025, NEW WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT IN 2025, newer 3 3 bedroom 2 bath with DOUBLE GARAGE, UPGRADES GALORE,
i interior doors, nicely landscaped corner lot, 20 X 9 enclosed § 24 X 24 porcelain tile fioors throughout, QUARTZ countertops in
family room/den under central heat and air, cathedral ceilings the kitchen with waterfall, soft lose doors and drawers, pendant
- ! ) ! lighting over the breakfast bar, oversized pantry, stainless steel
plant shelves, ceramic tile floors throughout the entire home, e appliances, large fixed glass window in the dining room with plenty
QUARTZ tops in the kitchen with breakfast bar and nook area, of extra natural light, impact resistant windows and doors, quartz tops in bathrooms with
cathedral ceilings and plant shelves, great room with living and dining area, decorative | | frameless glass shower doors, lighted mirrors, porcelain tile showers and soft close doors
plantation shutters, primary bedroom with walk in closet and private ensuite bathroom | | and drawers, primary bedroom with transom window for extra natural light, ensuite bath
with newly tiled walk in shower, new commodes in both bathrooms, LED lighting and walk in closet, LED lighting throughout, covered lanai with tile floors overlooking the
throughout, freshly painted interior, large indoor laundry room with laundry tub, quiet

oversized backyard with a canal in the rear for privacy, extra long driveway with plenty
) . , , . ! of parking for multiple cars, MOVE IN READY HOME. C.0. HAS BEEN ISSUED, quiet low

low traffic location, located just minutes to |-75, Ft Myers and the International airport,

NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE

traffic street located just minutes to SR 82, I-75, Ft Myers and SWFL International airport.
HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED- LEHIGH IS THE
HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY. Offered At......... $279,900
239-994-1062 charlisold@gmail.com

BRAND N

-

Offered At......... $279,900

Charlie Bonacolta charlisold@gmail.com Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062

Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate Community Since 1979
Se Habla
BUYERS BEWARE!!!

Espariiol
Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when you

/71 \WORLD

B P ROKER NETWORK

Realty World C. Bagans First
Realty World International

#1 OFFICE

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH POOL HOME
\»‘-'.’7

| Affordable 3 bedroom 2 bath POOL HOME in West Lehigh, NEW ot

purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction
fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

3/2 IN TOWN LAKES COMMUNITY
S| Pristine move in ready 3 bedroom home with a large den in the

B

. - DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2024, NEW WATER HEATER IN
: 2023, covered front porch plus a screen enclosed IN GROUND
POOL overlooking the backyard with a large covered patio
area, CORNER LOT with a FENCED YARD and side double gate
to the other street, cathedral ceilings, plant shelves, LUXURY
VINYL PLANK FLOORS plus ceramic tile, breakfast bar and pantry in the kitchen with
GRANITE COUNTERTOPS, STAINLESS STEEL APPLIANCES, newer cabinets with soft
close doors and drawers, crown molding, indoor laundry room, primary bedroom
with walk in closet and ensuite private bath with newly tiled walk in shower, excellent
location just minutes to I-75, Ft Myers and the SWFL International Airport, NO FLOOD
INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST
ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

Charlie Bonacolta

| popular Town Lakes gated community! NEW ROOF in 2023, tile
s throughout, kitchen was updated in 2024 with new stainless steel
Bl appliances, backsplash, and underneath lighting on the cabinets,
exterior of the home was painted in 2024, property is one of the
= largest lots in Town Lakes with close to half an acre of land, central
water and sewer, both a formal living room and a family room gives you plenty of space
in this over 2,200 sq ft home! Large den that can be used as a home office, playroom,
workout space, or even a 4th bedroom, huge backyard with beautiful views of the lake and
nature, walk in closet in Master bedroom, master bathroom has been updated with a newly
retiled shower and new vanities, dual sinks, indoor laundry room with washer and dryer
included, located just minutes to Lee Blvd, I-75 and Ft Myers and walking distance to the
newly renovated Williams Ave Community Park. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED HERE.
LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY. Offered At......... $305,000

239-887-0468

Offered At......... $305,000

239-994-1062 Nick Bonacolta

charlisold@gmail.com

nbonacolta@gmail.com

3/2 POOL HOME IN MARBLE BROOK BRAND NEW 4/3 WITH 2 MASTER SUITES ON HALF ACRE

THREE BEDROOM TWO BATH POOL HOME BUILT IN 2019, located in an excellent neighborhood Brand New Home located on a quiet low traffic street on A HALF ACRE LOT, larger
atmosphere of Marble Brook, CENTRAL WATER AND SEWER, sidewalks, secure gated entry, walking estate sized homes in the area, MOVE IN READY 4 BEDROOM 3 FULL BATHROOMS
| distance to common clubhouse with resort style pool, fitness center and playground, Private Pool with TWO MASTER SUITES, EXCELLENT FOR IN LAW QUARTERS, C.0. HAS BEEN ISSUED,
& on the home was builtin 2020 with spacious open deck with light grey pavers, electric heat pump for | 24 X 48 POLISHED PORCELAIN TILE FLOORS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE HOME with 5
pool, salt water system and Baja deck in pool for sunning, BUILT IN FIREPIT overlooks the FENCED inch baseboards, impact resistant windows and doors, OUTDOOR KITCHEN ON LANAI
BACKYARD with excellent views of the lake in the backyard as well as plenty of privacy by not having OVERLOOKING THE BACKYARD, decorative wood color on garage door, extra concrete
- another home in the yard, HEDGES ARE ALLOWED ALONG THE FENCE LINE FOR PRIVACY, pavers in side drive off of the driveway for additional parking or turn around, covered front porch
double driveway and walkways, NEWLY REMODELED KITCHEN WITH GRANITE TOPS, breakfast bar, BARNYARD DOOR over pantry with with seal coated floors leads to large great room with grand entry, coffered ceiling with decorative wood accent wall,
custom built in shelving and drawers, SAMSUNG STAINLESS STEEL KITCHEN APPLIANCES, decorative stone tile wall accents on the kitchen high entry foyer with lighted decorative shelf, high volume ceilings throughout with tray ceilings in the living room
wall, backsplash, under breakfast bar and around entry way, spacious living room with decorative wood accent wall overlooks the pool and master bedroom, shaker cabinets with soft close doors and drawers, decorative lighting over breakfast bar,
area, ceramic tile floors throughout with newer LUXURY VINYL FLOORS IN THE BEDROOMS with 5 inch baseboards, CROWN MOLDING, QUARTZ WATERFALLL COUNTERS WITH QUARTZ BACKSPLASH, stainless steel appliance package, large dining area
master bedroom located in the rear of the home with pool and lake views, private ensuite master bath with walk in closet, separate with upgraded light fixture, spacious master bedroom with dual walk in closets, private bath with dual sinks with
water closet, dual sinks and walk in shower, guest bedrooms located in the front of the home with upgraded vanity and fixtures in the upgraded light fixtures including LED lighting built into the mirror, tiled walk in shower with frameless glass doors,
quest bath, indoor laundry room with accent wall, built in cabinets and shelving with full size washer/dryer, double garage with auto 4th bedroom guest quarters off of the kitchen area with it's own private bathroom, indoor laundry room with built
opener, storm panels for openings, quiet low traffic street. The home is located near schools, Veteran's park and minutes to Downtown in cabinets, double garage with grey seal coated floors, excellent location just minutes to I-75, Ft Myers and SWFL
Lehigh for shopping etc. yet minutes to |75, SR 82, Ft Myers and the airport. International airport. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH
NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED HERE. HGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE county. Offered At......... $345,000 | s THE HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY, Offered At......... $395,000
charlisold@gmail.com

239-994-1062 Charlie Bonacolta

Charlie Bonacolta 239-994-1062

LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU
REALTY * SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY

/,’;lll' WORLD A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT
”S .' BROKER NETWORK WORKS FOR YOU

LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT
REASONABLE RATES — NO SURCHARGE

A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH MONTHLY
STATEMENTS & CHECKS

END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

charlisold@gmail.com

C. Bagans First
30ColoradoRoad,LehighAcres,FL33936

Shellie Vahue Telephone 239-369-5892
RW.Rentals.SM@gmail.com ¢

239-369-5892

Property Manager

WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!




