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Lehigh Fireworks Return July 4th 
 By Katrina Salokar | EastLeeNews.com

Victory Town Center will host 
the Lehigh Acres Fireworks and 
6th Annual Freedom Fest on 
Saturday, July 4, 2026, bringing 
thousands of families, residents, 
businesses, churches, nonprofits, 
vendors, and community organi-
zations together for one of Lehigh 
Acres’ largest Independence Day 
celebrations.

 
The free community event will 

take place from 5 to 10 p.m. at 
Victory Town Center, 1201 Taylor 
Lane Ext. in Lehigh Acres, behind 
Burger King. The professional fire-
works show is scheduled for 9 p.m.

Now in its sixth year, Freedom 
Fest has grown into a major home-
town tradition for Lehigh Acres, 
drawing broad community partic-
ipation and giving families a place 
to celebrate the Fourth of July with 
music, food, local vendors, kids’ ac-
tivities, and a fireworks show close 
to home.

This year’s event will feature 
live music, food trucks, grill tents, 
inflatables, carnival games, fam-
ily activities, community booths, 
nonprofits, local businesses, and 
vendors. Organizers expect strong 
attendance again this year, with 
more than 2,500 people anticipat-
ed on-site and many more watch-
ing the fireworks from surround-
ing areas.

“Freedom Fest is one of those 
events that shows the heart of Le-
high Acres,” said Katrina Salokar 
of the Southwest Florida Business 
Alliance. “This community is made 
up of hardworking families, small 
businesses, churches, nonprofits, 
and neighbors who care deeply 
about where they live. The South-
west Florida Business Alliance is 
proud to support this event again 
because it brings people together, 
gives local businesses a meaning-
ful way to participate, and cele-
brates the spirit of Lehigh.”

Pastor Larry Gregory, founding 
pastor of Victory Church in Lehigh 
Acres, said the event is an import-
ant opportunity to serve the com-
munity and bring people together 
for a positive, family-centered cel-
ebration.

“We are grateful to be able to 
host this community event at Vic-
tory Town Center,” Gregory said. 
“Freedom Fest is about families, 
faith, freedom, and giving Lehigh 
Acres a place to come together on 
Independence Day. It takes spon-
sors and community partners to 
make something like this happen, 
and this is a great opportunity for 
local businesses and organizations 
to stand with Lehigh, be seen, and 
help create something special for 
thousands of people.”

Businesses, churches, nonprof-
its, vendors, and community orga-
nizations are invited to participate 
as sponsors or vendors. Partner-
ship opportunities range from 
$150 to $2,500.

Admission and parking are free, 
and all are welcome.

The Lehigh Acres Freedom Fest 
2026 committee would like to 
thank the following sponsors: 

Tier One: Victory Church, Victo-
ry Town Center, Southwest Florida 
Business Alliance, East Lee News: 
The Roar, Melissa Orta and Mar-
zucco Real Estate, First Baptist 
Church of Lehigh, Roman Roofing, 
V & M Mortgage Group & Security 
National, Goodlad & Swank Insur-
ance, Lighthouse Pet Clinic, Revive 
Healthcare, Superscreen, Waste 
Pro, McKinnis Roofing & Sheet 
Metal.

Tier Two: Blue Blood Golf Carts, 
Lee County GOP, Barris Law, City 
Takers SWFL, Just Right Pest Control, 
Be Our Guest Party Room, LCEC, 
Amanda Cochran Candidate for Lee 
County Commissioner Dist. 5.

Piña 305, Paco’s Tacos, Lisa’s 
Pizza, Chef Bayou, Cottontails and 
Pumpkins, Szeliga Imagery, Carline 
Saintilus Candidate for Lee Coun-
ty School Board, District 5, Lehigh 

Acres Rotary Club, Unite Lehigh, 
and East Lee Wildlife Stewardship 
Group. 

About Victory Town Center 
Freedom Fest

Victory Town Center Freedom Fest 
is an annual Independence Day cel-
ebration in Lehigh Acres featuring 
fireworks, food, music, family ac-
tivities, vendors, sponsors, and 
community connection. Now in 
its sixth year, the event is free and 
open to the public.

About the 
Southwest Florida  
Business Alliance

The Southwest Florida Business 
Alliance supports local business-
es, community leaders, nonprof-
its, and organizations throughout 
Southwest Florida by helping build 
connections, promote events, and 
strengthen regional community 
engagement.

Sponsor and Vendor Contacts: 
Pastor TJ Walker 440-403-5857 
and Tiffany Walker 770-377-1719.

Visit Our Website  
www.EASTLEENEWS.com 



Ever y yea r, 
Southwest Flori-
da homeowners 
begin preparing 
for hurricane sea-
son long before 
the first storm is 
on the radar. They 
fill gas cans, check 
flashlights, extra 
batteries and make 

sure patio furniture, grills and loose 
outdoor items will not become flying 
projectiles in the next windstorm.

But some of the most expensive 
mistakes homeowners make before 
a hurricane do not involve shutters, 
plywood or generators. They often 
begin months before a storm forms 
in the Gulf, with assumptions about 
insurance coverage, documentation 
and timing.

Here are five common mistakes 
homeowners can avoid before the 
weather forecast becomes concern-
ing.

1. Assuming the policy 
covers everything

Many homeowners believe they 
are fully protected simply because 

they have a homeowners insurance 
policy. But policies can include im-
portant limitations and exclusions. 
Water damage, flood damage, sewer 
backup and wind-driven rain can all 
be treated differently depending on 
the policy.

The worst time to discover a cov-
erage gap is after a claim has oc-
curred. Reviewing your policy each 
year can help provide peace of mind 
before hurricane season becomes ac-
tive.

2. Thinking flood insurance 
is only for waterfront homes

Many homeowners believe flood 
insurance is only needed near the 
beach, a river or a canal. But flooding 
can affect neighborhoods far from the 
water. Heavy rainfall, overwhelmed 
drainage systems and localized 
flooding can impact areas that have 
never flooded before.

Many homeowners do not realize 
they may need flood insurance until 
a storm is approaching. By then, it 
may be too late, because most flood 
policies have a waiting period before 
coverage takes effect.

3. Forgetting to 
document home improvements

A new roof, impact windows, hur-
ricane shutters or a reinforced garage 
door can help protect a home. Those 
upgrades also may qualify a home-
owner for insurance discounts.

Insurance companies often re-
quire documentation to verify im-
provements. Homeowners should 
keep copies of permits, receipts, con-
tracts, inspection reports and wind 
mitigation documents. That paper-
work can help make sure discounts 
are applied and may be useful if a 
claim is ever filed.

4. Waiting until a 
storm is in the forecast

When a named storm enters the 
region, insurance companies fre-
quently implement binding restric-
tions. That means certain policy 
changes may no longer be available 
until the storm threat has passed.

New policies, coverage increases 
and some flood insurance purchases 
can become difficult or impossible, 
to obtain once a storm is nearby. The 
best time to review insurance cover-

age is when the skies are blue and the 
weather is calm.

5. Not having a home inventory

After a major loss, remembering 
every item in a home can be difficult. 
One of the easiest steps homeowners 
can take is to create a video inventory 
with a smartphone.

Walk through each room, open 
closets and cabinets, and record valu-
able belongings. Store the video in the 
cloud or another safe location. The 
process can take less than 15 minutes 
and may make a major difference if a 
claim is ever filed.

A little preparation can go a long 
way. No one can control the weath-
er, but homeowners can control how 
prepared they are before a storm ar-
rives.

This article was submitted by
 Tyler Smith of Brightway Insurance,  
The Smith & Mitchell Agency, 
located at 9230 Daniels Parkway, 
Unit 2, Fort Myers, FL 33912. 

For more information, 
call (239) 603-8200.
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Give Us a Call, Visit Us Online or Come On By for a FREE Insurance Review!
Home • Flood • Condo • Renters • Auto • Motorcycle • RV • Boat • Business • Life • Umbrella • Pet

THE SMITH & MITCHELL AGENCY — ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF

9230 Daniels Parkway  |  Fort Myers, Florida 33912
1205 Piper Boulevard  |  Naples, Florida 34110

Tyler Smith
Agency Owner

Chris Mitchell
Agency Owner

THE SMITH & MITCHELL AGENCY TEAM FOCUSES ON PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
At The Smith & Mitchell Agency, Insurance isn’t just about policies – IT’S ABOUT PEOPLE!

SMITHANDMITCHELLAGENCY.COM
smithandmitchell@brightway.com
239-603-8200

• Local Experts, Personal Service 
• Protection You Can Trust

• Smart Savings, No Shortcuts
• Support When It Matters Most

200+ 5-STAR GOOGLE REVIEWS

We Will Always Have Your BackWe Will Always Have Your Back
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Tax Relief Is Coming - But So Are the Loopholes
Af ter near-

ly two years of 
waiting, Florid-
ians finally get 
the chance to 
vote on the offi-
cial property tax 
proposal from 
Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis.  It is certainly 
ambitious, with 

two enormous positives. Inflation 
has reduced the value of the current 
homestead exemption, and raising 
it to $150,000 in 2027 fully offsets 
that dollar value loss.  Also, commer-
cial property owners would benefit, 
too, with their cap on assessment in-
creases dropping from 10% to 5%. 
These are major changes and are 
central to the consideration of the 
proposal.

Unfortunately, there are still 
several places where the amend-
ment falls short, particularly of the 
promise to “repeal property taxes”.  
Neither the expanded homestead 
nor the 5% cap applies to school tax-
es.  Homesteaders are likely to be 
shocked to see that they still have a 
school tax bill for thousands of dol-
lars in 2027, while commercial prop-
erties, which already pay more than 

60% of their tax bills toward school 
taxes alone, will find their share only 
grows as the homestead exemption 
expands.

There was also an effort to limit 
how local governments spend prop-
erty tax money to essential items 
only. While the list was expanded to 
include important legal obligations, 
such as constitutional offices, admin-
istration, and permitting, the prob-
lem of undefined terms lurks under-
neath, meaning courts could end up 
deciding what they mean instead of 
lawmakers.

The biggest attention-getter is the 
plan to expand the homestead ex-
emption to $250,000 in 2028. First, 
if the goal is to restore the impact 
of the original 1934 exemption, it 
would need to exceed $400,000.  But 
the real lingering question is speed.  
Jumping from $50,000 to $250,000 in 
just two years is a huge leap. Without 
a clear plan to replace lost revenue in 
cities and counties with mostly resi-
dential property, the proposal could 
fall short of the 60% voter approval 
needed. Remember, voters did not 
even approve of a $100,000 exemp-
tion in 2018.

The proposal also requires new 
homesteaders to wait five years be-
fore receiving the expanded benefit. 
Unfortunately, this type of provision 
has repeatedly been found uncon-
stitutional under Equal Protection 
claims. While it should be severable, 
including it guarantees the amend-
ment will be taken to court and could 
risk throwing the baby out with the 
bathwater.

However, the most glaring prob-
lem is what the proposal does not ad-
dress, and it could spark a taxpayer 
revolt in 2027.  Non-ad valorem as-
sessments are flat-fee property taxes 
that are not based on property value. 
There are no limits on them. So, if lo-
cal governments lose 20% to 30% of 
their millage property tax base, they 
will likely use these flat fees to make 
up the difference.  Ironically, many 
homeowners could end up paying 
more in taxes in 2027 because of it. 
Even worse, these assessments do 
not include the usual exemptions for 
churches, schools, the blind, widows 
or disabled veterans. Voters will have 
to trust that lawmakers will close 
this loophole in a future Session.

This amendment is truly a mixed 
bag, with potential savings for some 
taxpayers, while others will likely 
feel the pinch of a tax shift.  For my 
part, I am certain that no matter how 
voters choose in November, the items 
left undone will demand that Talla-
hassee dig deeper on this issue in the 
coming years.

Matt Caldwell is a seventh-gen-
eration Florida native with a back-
ground in real estate appraisal 
and consulting. He served on lo-
cal government and oversight 
committees focused on financial 
accountability, Everglades res-
toration, land use, transporta-
tion, audits, and charter review. 
 
From 2010 to 2018, Caldwell rep-
resented the area in the Flori-
da House, working on tax policy, 
agriculture, natural resources, 
transportation, public safety, and 
government operations. In 2020, 
he was elected Lee County Prop-
erty Appraiser. He also serves on 
the Florida State Parks Founda-
tion Board and is President for 
2025–2027.

By Matt Caldwell  

5 Insurance Mistakes to Avoid Before a Hurricane
By Tyler Smith | Brightway Insurance, the Smith & Mitchell Agency

Matt Caldwell

Tyler Smith
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www.EASTLEENEWS.com



Lehigh Acres • 239-369-6161

THINKING OF SELLING?

WHAT IS IT WORTH?

Call Today For a FREE Market 
Analysis of Your Property

NO OBLIGATION!

239-369-6161

RENTALS
Available

STARTING at

$1,200
CALL TODAY!

239-491-3300

Available

LOTS FOR

SALE!

1/4 Acre Lots   
from $15,900
1/2 Acre Lots   
from $24,000

LaBelle • 863-675-7522

LARRY TALBERT      239-671-2015 

larrtlb9@yahoo.com

AUTO REPAIR SHOP

Established turnkey operation with experienced 
mechanics already in place. Fully equipped, has 7 
bays and 2 concession trailers

COUNTRY LIVING

2.32 Acres perfect for starting a farm, or 
simply enjoy wide open space while still being 
conveniently close to everyday essentials. 
Divided pastures and a massive barn, 3/2 pool 
home with expansive concrete driveway.

$630,000

NADINE RUSSELL    239-745-8316  

rnadine7068@gmail.com

WHEELER SUBDIVISION

3 Bedrooms,2.5 baths with detached 3 car garage 
or workshop with electric. On 1.25 acres. Features 
granite counters, stainless steel appliances, tile 
flooring throughout. Lanai has built in grill and 1/2 
bath. Separate RV covered parking with electric 
plug-in.

$549,000 

RIVERHALL RESIDENCE
Boasts 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, open floor 
plan, kitchen features granite countertops, 
stainless steel appliances, primary bedroom 
with ensuite on first floor, upstairs 3 additional 
bedrooms, one being a secondary primary 
with ensuite and large, fenced back yard.

$539,900 

LIVE BIG!!

This 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home has over 2900 
sq.ft. of living area.  It has a hydraulic car lift in 
the 2 car garage, 90 gallon air compressor & a 
generator. All on .47 acre fully fenced lot.

CHRIS HERNANDEZ   863-673-5071

chris_hdz08@yahoo.com

$449,900

PORT LABELLE

This 4 bedroom 2 bath home features concrete 
block construction, impact resistant doors, built 
in 2023, quartz countertops & stainless steel 
appliances, alarm system with cameras and tile 
flooring throughout.

$289,900

STUNNING SMART HOME 

PROPERTY

Welcome to this 3 bedroom 2 bath home with 
elegant modern design throughout the house. 
Abundant natural light and high end finishes 
with extra upgrades makes this house a real 
dream.

$298,500

WELL MAINTAINED 4/2

Convenient central location with city water and 
sewer. Garage is converted to 4th bedroom. 2 car 
detached garage in back with A/C and electric.

$295,000

PAMELA DICKINSON  239-887-0837   

pamsellsit@gmail.com

CONTRACTORS & 

INVESTORS SPECIAL

CASH ONLY! Complete this new construction and 
make it your own. Interior features include vinyl plank 
flooring in living areas, solid surface counter tops and 
vanities, tile flooring in baths, quick access to SR82.

$259,900

ALEX DESTEFANO       239-687-9942    

destefanoal@gmail.com

ESPY CADET         239-478-5492     

espycadet@gmail.com

LAKE FRONT DOLLHOUSE

3/2 Freshly updated, Super location, New 
tile flooring throughout, Spectacular view, 
Affordable!!

$249,900

BEACON SQUARE CONDO
Charming 2/2 condo in a 55+ community. 
Cozy corner unit. New roof just replaced by 
HOA. This is more than just a home, it’s your 
gateway to a new chapter filled with comfort 
and ease

$130,000

BEACON SQUARE 2/2

Features 2 bed/2 bath, all appliances including 
washer & dryer. Large lanai and open patio. 
Quiet street, end unit new A/C in 2024.

$127,900

SANDRA ROMAN          239-850-2018    

sandrarealsales@cs.com

ESPY CADET         239-478-5492     

espycadet@gmail.com

MARY BRUZIK               704-780-9528

marybsellshouses@gmail.com

ADELIA PIMENTEL      239-462-4053   

adeliaswfl@gmail.com

ANn TIMIRAOS             239-265-0752 

anatimiraos@gmail.com

dora agado         239-834-0405    

doraagado@aol.com

$1,500,000 

lynne brantley      239-491-3300    

schirmer5@aol.com

CBPPI.com • 239-369-6161
1400 Homestead Rd. N.    Lehigh Acres

BelleRealty.com • 863-675-7522
419 W. Hickpochee Ave.    LaBelle
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239-674-7630 | www.goodladandswank.com
702 Leeland Heights Blvd W Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Why Not Insure It All
Under One Roof?

Capability. Commitment. Community. - Call for a Free Quote

Business Broker Denise Houghtaling Named Top 
50 Dealmaker
Submitted to East Lee News

ST. JAMES CITY, 
Fla., May 29, 2026  
Denise S. Houghtal-
ing, founder of 
Southern Country 
Business Advisors, 
a business broker-
age and M&A advi-
sory firm serving 
Fort Myers and all 
of Southwest Flori-
da, was recognized 
May 7 with mul-
tiple honors from 
Business Brokers 

of Florida (BBF), including recognition 
among Florida’s Top 50 business brokers 
for sales volume and the Southwest Flor-
ida District’s #1 Top Co-Broker Award.

Presented during BBF’s annual 
conference and awards ceremony, the 
honors included the BBF Deal Maker 
Award, which recognizes the Top 50 
brokers statewide based on sales vol-
ume among more than 900 BBF mem-
bers throughout Florida, the BBF Mil-
lion Dollar Plus Award, and the #1 Top 
Co-Broker Award, recognizing the bro-
ker who successfully co-brokered the 
highest number of transactions within 
BBF’s Southwest Florida District.

The recognition places Houghtaling 
among BBF’s Top 50 brokers statewide 
for sales volume and reflects her grow-
ing presence in Florida’s business bro-
kerage community as a female broker 
with extensive operational experience 
in industries traditionally dominated 
by men, including construction, truck-
ing, equipment, and waste services.

A Lee County resident for more than 
five decades, Houghtaling built her ca-
reer as a business owner before entering 
the brokerage profession. Alongside her 
husband, she owned and operated busi-
nesses in construction, hauling, recy-
cling, waste services, equipment, truck-
ing, and service industries, experience 
that now shapes Southern Country Busi-
ness Advisors’ owner-focused approach 
to business sales, valuations, succession 
planning, and business transitions.

Houghtaling has been involved in 
business ownership since 1997 and 
sold her first business in 2013. After 
personally buying and selling six busi-
nesses of her own, she transitioned into 
business brokerage full-time in 2024 
with the goal of helping other owners 

successfully navigate the sale and tran-
sition process.

At one point, businesses she owned 
and operated employed 44 people and 
generated more than $13 million in annual 
revenue, an experience that now helps her 
advise owners facing growth, succession, 
valuation, and exit planning decisions.

Houghtaling joined Business Bro-
kers of Florida in 2024 and earned her 
first BBF Million Dollar Plus Award the 
following year. Since then, Southern 
Country Business Advisors has con-
tinued expanding its presence in Fort 
Myers, throughout Southwest Florida, 
and across the state, helping owners of 
construction, trucking, waste, agricul-
tural, equipment, marine, service, and 
operationally intensive businesses pre-
pare for growth, transition, acquisition, 
and successful exits.

As a business owner herself, 
Houghtaling says many of her clients 
are approaching major transition de-
cisions after spending years, and often 
decades, building their companies. She 
believes preparation and planning are 
among the most important factors in 
creating successful outcomes for own-
ers considering a future sale, succes-
sion plan, or ownership transition.

Unlike many advisors who come 
from finance or corporate sales back-
grounds, Houghtaling built her career 
from the operational side of business 
ownership. She has owned, operated, 
scaled, and sold multiple companies 
and believes business owners benefit 
from working with advisors who un-
derstand the realities of operations, 
staffing, growth, equipment manage-
ment, customer relationships, and tran-
sition planning.

“Business owners want to work with 
somebody who understands what it ac-
tually feels like to carry payroll, manage 
crews, keep equipment moving, survive 
storms, grow operations, and eventually 
think about stepping away,” Houghtal-
ing said. “A lot of these companies are 
someone’s life’s work. There’s emotion 
attached to it, not just numbers.”

Today, Houghtaling holds multiple 
professional designations, including 
Certified Business Intermediary (CBI), 
Certified Exit Planning Advisor (CEPA), 

Certified M&A Professional (CMAP), 
Accredited Business Intermediary 
(ABI), and Senior Valuation Analyst 
(SVA).

Earlier this year, Houghtaling was 
elected Director at Large for BBF’s 
Southwest Florida District, a leader-
ship position supporting broker edu-
cation, collaboration, networking, and 
professional development throughout 
the region.

Industry colleagues say Houghtal-
ing’s reputation has been built as much 
on collaboration and operational knowl-
edge as transaction volume. The BBF 
Top Co-Broker Award specifically rec-
ognizes successful cooperation between 
brokers during transactions, an area 
where relationships and trust within 
the brokerage community are critical.

Southern Country Business Advi-
sors has also expanded its outreach 
into Florida’s agricultural and horticul-
tural sectors through involvement with 
the Florida Nursery, Growers & Land-
scape Association (FNGLA), reflecting 
Houghtaling’s longstanding ties to Flor-
ida’s agricultural community.

“The fundamentals still carry the 
deal,” Houghtaling said. “Strong finan-
cials matter, but buyers are really look-
ing for organized operations, scalable 
systems, and businesses that can suc-
ceed beyond the owner.”

About Southern Country  
Business Advisors

Southern Country Business Advi-
sors is a Southwest Florida-based busi-
ness brokerage and M&A advisory firm 
serving Fort Myers, all of Southwest 
Florida, and business owners through-
out Florida. The firm specializes in 
business sales, business valuations, 
succession planning, exit planning, 
and transition advisory services for 
privately held companies. Drawing on 
firsthand ownership and operational 
experience, Southern Country Business 
Advisors helps entrepreneurs build 
value, prepare for transition, and suc-
cessfully navigate the sale or transfer 
of their businesses.

For more information, visit 
www.DeniseSellsBusinesses.com.

LaBelle Summer Brings Art, History, and Fireworks
LaBelle has been busy this summer 

with art, history, community activities, 
and patriotic events, bringing residents 
together downtown and along the Calo-
osahatchee River.

The LaBelle Downtown Revitalization 
Corporation is helping highlight several 
local happenings, including the Caloosa-
hatchee Creativity Camp, summer activ-
ities through Arts of the Inland, and an 
upcoming patriotic evening at Barron 
Park in celebration of America’s 250th 
anniversary.

Downtown LaBelle became a class-
room for young artists this summer 
during the Caloosahatchee Creativity 
Camp, a hands-on arts program held at 
the LaBelle Downtown Revitalization 
Corporation office on Park Avenue.

The camp, designed for children ages 
7 to 12, gave students a chance to learn 
through art while exploring the people, 
places, wildlife, and stories that make 
the LaBelle area unique. Weekly themes 
included Florida birds, swamp cabbage, 
Seminole history, and pirates, with each 
week connecting creative projects to lo-
cal culture.

During Swamp Cabbage Week, camp-
ers began historic architectural journals, 
learned about early Florida cattle driv-
ers, and built miniature Cracker homes. 
They also walked through downtown La-
Belle to sketch historic buildings along 
Bridge Street. The Hendry County Sher-
iff’s Office helped provide a safety buffer 
while students worked outdoors.

Campers shared journals, drawings, 
and favorite projects, including sketches 
of local buildings, fire trucks, animals, 
and historic landmarks. The experience 
encouraged students to see their own 
town as a place worth studying, preserv-
ing, and celebrating.

Arts of the Inland is also keeping cre-
ativity alive this summer with expand-
ed gallery hours, classes, and upcoming 
events. The “Artisan Alley” gallery, lo-
cated at 471 N. Lee St. in LaBelle, is open 
Wednesday through Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m.

Summer classes include digital pho-
tography, creative writing, crushed glass 
art, charcoal drawing, pastel drawing, 
colored pencil drawing, and acrylic 
painting. Upcoming Arts of the Inland 
events include a member meeting and 

potluck Aug. 19, LaBasel on Sept. 5 and 
Sept. 6, the Falling for the Arts Gala on 
Oct. 10, and a Dessert Auction on Nov. 24.

The summer season will also include 
a patriotic evening on the river as LaBelle 
comes together to celebrate America’s 
250th anniversary. The community is in-
vited to gather at Barron Park, 1559 De 
Soto Ave. in LaBelle, beginning at 5 p.m.

Families are encouraged to bring lawn 
chairs or blankets, enjoy food from local food 
trucks, listen to live music, and settle in for 
a fireworks show over the Caloosahatchee.

The evening is planned as a celebra-
tion of freedom, community, and 250 
years of American history in the heart 
of LaBelle.

For more information about the La-
Belle Downtown Revitalization Corpora-
tion, visit downtownlabelle.com. 

For more information about Arts of the 
Inland classes and events, visit artsinland.
com. For more information about future Ca-
loosahatchee Creativity Camp programs, 
email caloosacreativitycamp@gmail.com.

By Katrina Salokar | EastLeeNews.com 

Denise S. 
Houghtaling

Eric Gall (left), President of BBF Southwest Florida and 
Vice President of BBF Florida, awards Denise Houghtaling  

Camp Kids at LDRC working on Cracker Houses

Renee Brandenburg teaches an art class



YOUR VOTE SHAPES 
FLORIDA’S FUTURE

A Message from the Lee County Republican Executive Committee

LEE COUNTY, 
THIS IS OUR 
MOMENT.
The 2026 elections will determine 
who leads Florida as Governor and 
who represents you in races up 
and down the ballot. Republicans 
in Lee County have the numbers.

WHAT WE NEED 
NOW IS YOU
Make sure you are registered as 
a Republican and ready to vote.

Paid political advertisement paid for by the Lee County Republican Executive Committee.

IMPORTANT
All previous Vote-by-Mail requests 
have expired. You must submit a 
new request for the 2026 election cycle.

!

2026 GUBERNATORIAL 
PRIMARY ELECTION 

AUGUST 18, 2026
2026 GENERAL ELECTION 

NOVEMBER 3, 2026

Vote-by-mail ballots sent 
to military and overseas 
(UOCAVA) voters by

Vote-by-mail ballots sent 
to domestic voters

Change party affi liation 
or register to vote by

Request your 
mail-in ballot by

Early voting: 
10 AM to 6 PM daily

Election Day: 
Tuesday, August 18, 
Polls open 7 AM to 7 PM

JULY 4, 
2026

JULY 9-16, 
2026

JULY 20, 
2026

AUGUST 6, 
2026

AUGUST 8-15, 
2026

AUGUST 18, 
2026

Register or update 
your registration by

Request your 
mail-in ballot by

Early voting: 
10 AM to 6 PM daily

Election Day: 
Tuesday, November 3 
Polls open 
7 AM to 7 PM

OCTOBER 5, 
2026

OCTOBER 22, 
2026

OCTOBER 19-31, 
2026

NOVEMBER 3,
2026

Not registered as a Republican?
It is not too late to switch. 
Change your party affi liation by 
July 20, 2026 to vote in the Republican primary.

Visit

lee.vote
Call
239-533-8683
to update your record today.

FIND 
EVENTS
AT OUR 
WEBSITE

WWW.LEEGOP.ORG

Lee County 
Republican Executive Committee
         12995 S Cleveland Avenue, Suite 239, 
         Fort Myers, FL 33907

Phone: 
239-936-8779

Chairperson:  Mercedes Price Harry 
239-396-0135
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Jill Cabai Highlights Service in County Judge Race
Special to East Lee News

H E N D R Y 
COUNTY, Fla. — 
Jill E. Cabai, can-
didate for Hend-
ry County Court 
Judge, Group 1, 
is continuing her 
campaign with 
a message cen-
tered on expe-
rience, fairness, 

judicial temperament, and a lifetime 
commitment to serving the people 
of Hendry County.

For nearly two decades, Cabai 
has worked in and around Hendry 
County courtrooms — first as an 
Assistant State Attorney for the 
Twentieth Judicial Circuit rep-
resenting the people of Hendry 
County, and later as a private at-
torney and small business owner 
serving local families through the 
Cabai Law Office, P.A.

Cabai said that broad court-
room experience has shaped the 
kind of judge she believes Hendry 
County deserves: fair, prepared, 
impartial, respectful to every per-
son who enters the courtroom, 
and deeply invested in the com-
munity the court serves.

“I am running for Hendry Coun-
ty Court Judge because I have 
spent nearly twenty years build-
ing my life, career, and future in 
this community,” Cabai said. “A 
county judge should understand 
the people, values, and challenges 
of the community he or she serves. 
I believe the strongest courts are 
led by judges who are deeply 
rooted in their communities and 
committed to serving them for the 
long term.”

“For me, this is not about hold-
ing a title. It is about serving the 
community that has trusted me 
as a prosecutor, attorney, business 
owner, volunteer, and neighbor. 
The decisions made in a county 
courtroom affect local families, 
local businesses, and the future of 
our community. Those decisions 
should be made by someone who 
understands Hendry County and 
is committed to its future.”

Cabai’s campaign emphasizes 
the qualities voters expect in a 
county judge: sound judgment, 

calm temperament, respect for 
the law, respect for public safety, 
and the ability to make difficult 
decisions with care and discipline.

Her experience began in pub-
lic service. After earning her Juris 
Doctor from the Florida State Uni-
versity College of Law and being 
admitted to The Florida Bar in 
2007, Cabai returned to South-
west Florida and served as an As-
sistant State Attorney in the Twen-
tieth Judicial Circuit, representing 
the people of Hendry County spe-
cifically. In the LaBelle office, she 
represented the people of Hendry 
County for more than eight years. 
For five of those years, she served 
as the Special Victims Prosecutor, 
handling some of the most serious 
and sensitive cases in the criminal 
justice system.

“That work requires compas-
sion, preparation, attention to de-
tail, and the courage to make diffi-
cult decisions,” Cabai said. “It also 
teaches you that the courtroom 
affects real people, real families, 
and real futures. That understand-
ing has stayed with me throughout 
my entire career.”

In 2016, Cabai opened the Cabai 
Law Office, P.A., in Hendry County, 
becoming a local small business 
owner in the same community 
she had served as a prosecutor. 
Through her private practice in 
criminal defense and family law, 
she has continued working di-
rectly with local residents during 
some of the most difficult mo-
ments of their lives.

Cabai said practicing as both a 
prosecutor and defense attorney 
has given her a fuller understand-
ing of the justice system and the 
people who depend on it.

“Having served on both sides of 
the courtroom, I understand the 
importance of fairness, prepa-
ration, and listening carefully 
before making decisions,” Cabai 
said. “The law must be applied 
consistently and impartially, but 
it must also be applied with the se-
riousness and humanity the role 
demands.”

Beyond her legal career, Cabai 
has built a long record of service 

in Hendry County civic life. She 
serves as a Director on the Board 
of the Greater LaBelle Chamber of 
Commerce and has held this po-
sition since 2019. She is the Vice 
President of the Hendry/Glades 
County Bar Association. In addi-
tion, she recently became a mem-
ber of the LaBelle Rotary Club. She 
previously served for many years 
on the board of the Caloosa Hu-
mane Society, where she helped 
open the Caloosa Humane Society 
Veterinary Clinic to provide need-
ed low-cost veterinary services in 
the area. She has also volunteered 
with the Firehouse Community 
Theatre and the LaBelle Down-
town Revitalization Corporation, 
supporting local arts, culture, 
small businesses, and communi-
ty life. The Cabai Law Office, P.A., 
is also a longtime supporter of 
Hendry County youth sports.

Cabai said her commitment to 
Hendry County is personal.

“I show up for this community 
because this is where I have cho-
sen to build my life,” Cabai said. 
“I am a homeowner here, a small 
business owner here, and I have 
spent my legal career serving the 
people of Hendry County. My com-
mitment to this community did 
not begin with this campaign, and 
it will not end after this election. 
Hendry County is my home, and 
I am seeking this office because I 
want to continue serving the com-
munity I plan to be a part of for 
many years to come.”

Cabai was raised in Southwest 
Florida as the youngest of four 
siblings. She attended preschool 
at the Children’s Center on Sani-
bel Island, then St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic School, and later gradu-
ated from Bishop Verot Catholic 
High School. Her parents were 
small business owners in Fort 
Myers in real estate appraisal, and 
she credits them with teaching her 
the value of hard work, account-
ability, and investing in the com-
munity around you.

She graduated cum laude from 
the University of Central Florida 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science and a minor in Environ-
mental Studies. She later earned 
her law degree from Florida State 

University College of Law, where 
she also completed certificates in 
Land Use and Environmental Law.

Cabai lives and works in Hend-
ry County with her husband, Alex 
DeStefano, a local realtor, and 
their rescue pets. The couple met 
through Cabai’s volunteer work 
with the Caloosa Humane Society, 
a connection she says reflects one 
of the things she loves most about 
Hendry County: the way service, 
family, friendship, and community 
often overlap.

Her campaign will continue 
meeting voters across Hendry 
County in the weeks ahead, fo-
cusing on experience, impartial-
ity, professionalism, community 
involvement, and respect for the 
people the court serves.

“If elected, I will bring experi-
ence, fairness, and a deep com-
mitment to the law to the bench,” 
Cabai said. “A strong judiciary 
depends on trust. It depends on 
judges who are prepared, impar-
tial, and grounded in the commu-
nity they serve. That is the kind of 
judge I will strive to be every day.”

The election for Hendry County 
Court Judge will be held on August 
18, 2026. Voters are encouraged 
to make a plan to vote by mail, 
during early voting, or on Election 
Day.

For more information about Jill 
Cabai for Hendry County Court 
Judge, to request a yard sign, or 
to learn how to support the cam-
paign, visit:

www.JillforHendryJudge.com

Experienced. Fair. Rooted in 
Hendry County.

Political advertisement paid for 
and approved by Jill Cabai, non-
partisan, for Hendry County

LIVE MUSIC

Featuring Tommy 
Lee Cook & BBB

FRI, JUL 3RD

THU, JUL 9TH

FRI, JUL 17TH

THU, JUL 23RD

FRI, JUL 24TH

FRI, JUL 31ST

THU, SEP 10TH

EVERY  
SUNDAY & 

WEDNESDAY

EXPERIENCE 

THE FEEL GOOD! 

A LISTENING ROOM  
FEATURING BLUES  AND ORIGINAL MUSIC  SINCE  2002  

SCAN THE QR CODE TO CHECK THE SCHEDULE  
WEEKLY ONLINE  FOR NEW MUSICIANS & BANDS

INDOOR BAR OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 11AM

AUGUST ZONA & CERTIFIED
8pm – 11pm  •  Free Admission • Customer Appreciation Show  

VICTOR WAINWRIGHT & THE TRAIN
8pm – 11pm  •   $55 Admission (1) Ticket   •   $100 Admission (2) Tickets

WAYNE SCOTT BROWN
8pm – 11pm  •   $15 Admission

THE JOSH GARRETT BAND
8pm – 11pm  •   $20 Admission

AUGUST ZONA & CERTIFIED
8pm – 11pm  •  Free Admission • Customer Appreciation Show

MEMPHIS LIGHTNING
8pm – 11pm  •  $20 Admission

ELIZA NEALS
8pm – 11pm  •  $20 Admission

Tommy Lee Cook & The BBB
Open Stage w/ World Famous Buckingham Blues Band
Original Songs by Tommy Lee Cook &  Harry Cassano
Every Sunday Afternoon • 3pm - 6pm
Every Wednesday Evening • 8pm - 11pm

(239) 693-7111 • BUCKINGHAMBLUESBAR.COM 
5641 Buckingham Road • Fort Myers, FL 33905 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  
www.EASTLEENEWS.com

or
FIND US ON FACEBOOK AT 

www.facebook.com/
EastLeeCountyNews 

Jill Cabai
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Celebrating 250 Years of America
By Jenna Persons-Mulicka

The electoral 
process is foun-
dational to our 
constitutional 
republic.  For 
nearly two and 
a half cen turies, 
Americans have 
upheld this pro-
cess by exercis-

ing their right to vote, partici-
pating in civic life, and holding 
their representatives account-
able through the ballot box.

As we celebrate 250 years of 
America this Fourth of July, let us 
all get excited about exercising 
this constitutional right, know-
ing that every vote helps define 
the future of our communities.

I am proud to serve as a stew-
ard of this process, and, as your 
Supervisor of Elections, I am 
committed to ensuring every 
eligible voter has the resources 
needed to participate in the up-
coming elections.

The 2026 election cycle begins 
with the primary election on Au-
gust 18, followed by the general 
election on November 3.

In both elections this year, you 
will have the opportunity to vote 
for your representatives at every 
level of government.

While the general election gets 
the most attention, voters should 
know that participating in the 
primary is just as important. In 
Lee County, several races will be 
decided in the primary, including 
two school board seats and the 
Lee County Commission District 
5 seat.

That is why I encourage you 
to take part in the process and 
make a plan to vote.

As you prepare to participate, 
remember that you have three 
convenient ways to cast a ballot: 
by mail, early in person, or on 
Election Day.

Please also keep in mind that 
Florida is a closed primary state. 
If you wish to vote in a party’s 
primary election, you must be a 
registered member of that party. 
Florida law allows you to make 
changes to your party affiliation, 
as long as the change is complet-
ed at least 29 days before the 
primary election.

An exception to the closed 
primary rule is a universal pri-
mary contest. This occurs when 
all candidates in a race are from 
the same political party and face 
no opposition in the general elec-
tion.

All voters, regardless of party 
affiliation, can vote in a universal 
primary contest. This August, 
the County Commission District 
5 race will be on the ballot as a 
universal primary.

All voters can also vote on lo-
cal ballot measures and in non-
partisan races, such as judicial 
and school board races.

You can view the offices up for 
election and the list of candidates 
for every race on our website, 
www.lee.vote.

As we gather with friends, 
family, and neighbors to mark 
America’s historic milestone, let 
us remember that our electoral 

process depends on active par-
ticipation.

I look forward to us coming to-
gether to honor America through 
the power of our votes.

As your Supervisor of Elec-
tions, I encourage you to stay 
engaged and to be an informed 
voter. Please review the dates 
and deadlines for each election 
this year.

If you need assistance with 
registering to vote, updating 
your voter registration, or any 
other election-related services, 
my team and I are here to help.

Call us at 239-533-8683 or 
visit any of our offices. You can 
also email me personally at Su-
pervisor@lee.vote.

2026 Important Election 
Dates, Deadlines and Voter 

Information

ELECTION DATES
• Primary Election: Aug. 18
• General Election: Nov. 3
• Polls will be open from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• On Election Day, you must 
vote in your designated 
precinct.
• Find out where you vote 
on Election Day: www.lee.
vote/291/Check-My-Voter-
Registration-Status

DEADLINE TO REGISTER TO 
VOTE OR CHANGE PARTY 
AFFILIATION
• Primary Election: July 20
• General Election: Oct. 5
• Register to vote or update 
your 	 voter registration 

record: www.lee.vote/284/
Update-My-Voter-Registration-
Information

DEADLINE TO REQUEST A 
VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOT
• Primary Election: 
Aug. 6, at 5 p.m.
• General Election: 
Oct. 22, at 5 p.m.
• All vote-by-mail requests 
made before December 2024 
have expired. If you want to 
vote by mail, you must submit 
a new request every election 
cycle.
• Request vote-by-mail ballot: 
www.lee.vote/277/Request-a-
Vote-by-Mail-Ballot
• Track your vote-by-mail 
ballot: www.lee.vote/291/
Check-My-Voter-Registration-
Status

EARLY VOTING DATES
• Primary Election: Aug. 8-15
• General Election: Oct. 19-31
• Early Voting sites will be 
open daily from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• During Early Voting, you 
can vote at any of the 12 Early 
Voting sites available across 
Lee County.
• View the list of Early Voting 
locations: www.lee.vote/229/
Early-Voting-Dates-and-
Locations

For more information, visit 
www.lee.vote, 
call 239-533-8683 or email 
Supervisor@lee.vote.

www.TrueNorthLandSolutions.dev

Forging Land. Building Futures. 
Servicing All Your Surveying Needs: 
On Time, On Quality, And On Budget.

Let’s talk about your project: 
239.789.4307 or OFFICE@TNLS.DEV

True North Land Solutions guides smart 
growth from vision to approval.

        • Surveying & mapping
        • Boundary Surveys
        • Platting
        • Sketch and legal descriptions
        • Construction Stakeout and Record 
           Asbuilts
        • FEMA Elevation Certifi cates

Building strong communities, one project 
at a time — from vision to reality.

GatewayMiniSpa.com

HAIR • MASSAGE • FACIAL • NAILS • WAXING • AND MORE

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT  (239) 561-1150
13120 Westlinks Terrace, Suite 9  •  Fort Myers, FL 33913

For 25 years, Gateway Mini Spa has been the trusted 
choice for professional spa services, personalized 

care, and consistentlytop-rated experiences. 
Thank you to our loyal clients and community for 

making this milestone possible.

 

  
  

25

C E L E B R AT I NG

O
F

Exc el l enc e in Hea l t h & Beaut yYears

Attention Homeowners!

WWW.SUPER-SCREEN.COM

Super Screen® is stronger, more durable and carcinogen free, with better visibility.
YOU MAY NEVER HAVE TO RE-SCREEN AGAIN!

SuperScreen® can support over 1300 lbs. without breaking and comes with an industry best 10 Year limited warranty.
    • GOLF BALL RESISTANT     • INSECT CONTROL     • PET RESISTANT     • CARCINOGEN FREE

• PROTECTS AGAINST UV DAMAGE, MILDEW AND MOLD
Ask your screening contractor to use Super Screen®. 

Don’t accept a knock off, look for the gold lines on the bottom of every roll!

Super 
Screen®

Pet Guard

Super 
Screen®

No See Um
20 x 20

HDTM Pool
& Patio
17 x 14

Super 
Screen®

17 x 14

HDTM

No See Um
20 x 20

Super 
Screen®

17 x 20

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  
www.EASTLEENEWS.com

or
FIND US ON FACEBOOK AT 

www.facebook.com/
EastLeeCountyNews 

Parsons-Mulicka
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Brendan Fisk Paints a Side of Florida Few Ever See

Lee GOP Chair Urges Voters to Join August Primary

By James Kennedy 

By Mercedes Price-Harry | Lee GOP Chair
As Chair of the Lee 

County Republican 
Party, I am reaching 
out to everyone, es-
pecially conserva-
tive minority voters, 
independents, and 
women who may not 
always participate 
in elections or who 
have not traditionally 
supported Republican 
candidates.

With important elections just months 
away, including local races that directly 
shape our daily lives here in Lee County, 
I invite you to take part in the August 18 
primary election. Republican voters will 
select from a field of candidates who share 
our commitment to faith, freedom, family, 
and constitutional principles, and who 
will go on to represent our party in the 
November 3 general election. While politi-
cal parties may differ on many issues, our 
shared American values provide common 
ground that transcends partisan labels.

Local elections matter because they 
determine what happens closest to home. 
School board members influence the 

quality and direction of our children’s 
education. County commissioners make 
decisions about taxes, roads, public safety, 
growth, and infrastructure. These choices 
affect your family’s quality of life, your 
property values, and the future of our 
community far more directly than many 
debates taking place in Washington, D.C. 
When strong leaders serve at the local 
level, our communities prosper.

Our own congressional represen-
tative’s story demonstrates how local 
involvement can lead to broader public 
service. Beginning as a grassroots ac-
tivist during the rise of the Tea Party 
movement, his passion for education led 
him to serve in the Florida Legislature 
before representing our region in Con-
gress and now becoming a candidate for 
the highest office in the state. His journey 
reflects a Republican Party that welcomes 
individuals from all backgrounds who are 
committed to serving their communities 
and advancing conservative principles.

Many Americans, regardless of race 
or ethnicity, share a deep commitment to 
faith, family, and the opportunity to build 
a better future for their children. These 
values unite people across communities 

and backgrounds. Republicans believe 
these institutions deserve respect, protec-
tion, and support because they form the 
foundation of strong families and strong 
communities.

Freedom remains one of America’s 
most cherished ideals. The COVID-19 pan-
demic highlighted significant differences 
in governing philosophies across the coun-
try. Many Republicans point to states such 
as Florida as examples of leadership that 
prioritized individual liberty, economic 
activity, and parental choice while navigat-
ing unprecedented challenges. It was not 
the Democrat Party that helped preserve 
jobs, keep small businesses operating, and 
protect personal freedoms.

Republicans also emphasize policies 
they believe strengthen public safety and 
protect families. This includes securing the 
nation’s borders, supporting law enforce-
ment, and promoting safe communities. 
Advocates of these positions argue that 
effective government should create an 
environment where families can thrive 
and pursue opportunity.

If you value freedom, faith, family, 
safety, and opportunity, I encourage you 

to register to vote as a Republican before 
July 20 so your voice can be heard in the 
August 18 primary election. You do not 
need to agree with Republicans on every 
issue to participate in the process. What 
matters most is being informed, engaged, 
and involved in the decisions that affect 
your community.

Lee County and Florida are stronger 
when more citizens participate in our 
democracy, especially those who may 
have felt overlooked or underrepresented. 
Together, we can continue working to build 
a community that offers opportunity and 
prosperity for every family.

Help keep Lee County red by register-
ing as a Republican before July 20. Learn 
more about Republican candidates by 
visiting www.LeeGOP.org, and be sure 
to vote on August 18. In heavily Repub-
lican Lee County, many local races are 
effectively decided during the primary 
election, making participation especially 
important.

When you vote Republican, 
you vote for FREEDOM.

WWW.LEEGOP.ORG

James Kennedy

Brendan Fisk ”Pink”

Mercedes
Price-Harry

Brendan Fisk Cooling Off Brendan Fisk Hang On

Brendan Fisk Summer PastureBrendan Fisk ”Changing Pasture” Brendan Fisk ”Will It Fall”

We continue our 
walk through the 
gallery of Cracker 
Cowboy art start-
ed several months 
ago. The series has 
included Eldon Lux 
and Hobby Camp-
bell, whose work 
documents Flor-
ida’s cattle cul-
ture for new au-

diences. Now we turn to Brendan 
Fisk, another artist whose path into 
that culture was entirely his own. 

Fisk grew up in New York, served 
in military intelligence during the 
Vietnam War, and spent a career with 
the FBI. Along the way, he developed a 
lifelong interest in painting. Through 
horses, Florida ranch country, and 
a well worn copy of A Land Remem-
bered, he found himself drawn into 
Florida’s cattle culture, making it one 
of the central subjects of his work. 

I sat down with Brendan over 
lunch at Gladys’ Restaurant, the old-
est restaurant in Okeechobee, for 
a conversation about old Florida 
and the art that helps preserve it. 

“I have always painted,” he wrote. 
“Color, shape and light are how I see 
the world.” 

Today, Fisk is one of a small group 
of artists documenting a side of Florida 
many residents never encounter: work-
ing cowboys, cattlemen, ranch families, 
rodeos, and the vast landscapes that 
still define much of the state’s interior. 

Even during his years in the mili-
tary and the FBI, painting never left 
him. He recalled painting the after-
math of a rocket attack in Vietnam 
using three buckets of paint and 
a piece of plywood found on base. 

In New York City, Fisk developed a 
lasting appreciation for the Impression-
ists, particularly Monet, and found inspi-
ration in Edgar Payne and Jim Wodark. 

Fisk credits Patrick Smith’s A Land 
Remembered with opening a door. The 
novel’s portrayal of Florida’s frontier 
cattle culture sparked an interest that 
quickly became something deeper. 

Fisk first rode the Cracker Trail and 
later joined the Great Florida Cattle 
Drive, seeing firsthand the landscapes 
and people that had captured his imag-
ination. He eventually bought a small 
property in Okeechobee, acquired 
horses, and began raising cattle sold 
through the Okeechobee cattle market. 

“Five horses later, I was to-
tally immersed in the culture.” 

He discovered a way of life that felt 
familiar despite being far removed from 
his New York upbringing. Again and 
again, he encountered honesty, responsi-
bility, commitment, faith, and hard work. 

Fisk described a culture where 
one’s word is a bond, reflected in dai-
ly work and community life. Rodeos 
often begin with prayer, and many of 
the cowboys and ranch families he met 
openly expressed their Christian faith. 
 
“I felt right at home in this culture.” 

That sense of belonging reshaped 
his artistic focus. Before cowboys 
and cattle entered his paintings, Fisk 
was drawn to Florida’s landscapes, 
particularly the open prairie and im-
mense cloud formations of the interior. 

“These are our mountains here in 
Florida. The clouds.” 

Western painters find grandeur in 
mountain ranges and canyons. Fisk finds 
it in endless horizons, towering thunder-
storms, and cattle moving across open 
range. The landscape is rarely just a back-
drop. The rider, the horse, the cattle, the 
light, and the land work together to cre-
ate the moment he is trying to capture. 

Fisk describes his style as both 
representational and impressionistic. 
His goal is not photographic accuracy. 
 
“My objective is to show move-
ment and draw in the viewer.” 

Horses surge through rodeo arenas. 
Cowboys cross creeks. Cattle stream 
across pastures. Working dogs weave 
through herds. The scenes are alive with 
motion, but Fisk avoids excess detail. 
 
“I want the viewer to fill in the blanks.” 

He focuses on atmosphere, col-
or, light, and the emotional truth of 
a scene. A camera may record what 
happened. Fisk wants his paintings 
to convey what it felt like to be there. 

At a recent Okeechobee Main 
Street Gallery event, painter Saman-
tha White studied several of Fisk’s 
works, drawn by his use of color and 
his ability to convey motion and tension. 

One striking work, Hang On, captures 
a bronc rider mid violent ride. Fisk de-
scribed motion as one of the hardest 
things to achieve on canvas. The painting 
succeeds because it conveys movement 
and tension without unnecessary detail. 

Other works explore different as-
pects of the culture. In Cooling Off, a rid-
er moves through water beneath vibrant 
color and reflected light. In Summer 
Pasture, cattle move across an open 
landscape in a scene Fisk called mesmer-
izing. Branding scenes, creek crossings, 
working dogs, and day working cowboys 
appear throughout his portfolio.

Two of Fisk’s paintings are currently 
on display at the Alva Museum as part 
of the Cracker Cowboy Frontier exhibit, 
telling the story of Florida’s cattle and 
cow hunter traditions.

What connects these paintings is 
authenticity. 

“When I’m painting these mo-
ments in a cowboy’s life, I’m there, 
present in the moment, or have 
done the same thing on horseback.” 

Although Fisk did not grow up in 
Florida’s cattle culture, years riding 
horses, raising cattle, and building re-
lationships within the ranching com-
munity gave him a personal connec-
tion to the people and places he paints. 

Florida’s cattle culture remains 
invisible to much of the state. Beach-
es, theme parks, and coastal skylines 
dominate public perception, while the 
ranches, prairies, and working cow-
boys of the interior often go unnoticed. 

“The Florida cowboy is relatively 
unknown on a national level compared 
to the western cowboy,” Fisk said. 

That reality is one reason he keeps 
painting the subject. He wants the 
people he paints to recognize them-
selves in the work. Whether depicting 
a herd crossing water, a cowboy work-
ing alongside cattle dogs, or a rider 
framed against one of Florida’s immense 
skies, Fisk’s work is rooted in moments 
from a life many Floridians never see. 

For Brendan Fisk, success is not mea-
sured by awards, gallery sales, or rec-
ognition. It is measured by whether the 
people he paints can stand in front of a 
painting and recognize something true. 

In a state often defined by beach-
es, tourism, and rapid growth, Fisk 
points his easel toward another 
Florida, one of horses, cattle, prairie 
horizons, towering clouds, and peo-
ple still making a living on the land. 

It is a Florida many residents never 
see. Through his paintings, he hopes 
they will. 

Postscript: More of Brendan Fisk’s 
work can be found at fiskfineart.com. 
Brendan can be reached at fiskfin-
eart@gmail.com or (203) 521-1369. 

Brendan Fisk and Frankie his “pain-
tin dog”. His wife, Diane Fisk took the 

pic with an iPhone 15

Visit Our Website  
www.EASTLEENEWS.com



09www.eastleenews.com
july 2026

How to Prepare for a Hurricane: FPL Safety Tips
Submitted by Florida Power & Light Company

Safety is the cornerstone of FPL’s 
commitment to our customers and 
employees. It is not a matter of if, but 
when the next hurricane will hit our 
state, which is why it’s important to 
be proactive in planning for the six-
month-long hurricane season. 

Whether you’re a longtime Florid-
ian or new to the state, having a plan 
in place is the best way to stay safe 
this storm season. Below is a list of 
what you can do before, during and 
after a storm. 

What is a Hurricane Emergency 
Plan? 

Determine whether your home or 
business is located in a flood or evac-
uation zone and review local evacu-
ation routes.

Consider whether you will shelter 
in place at your home or evacuate, 
as well as where you would go and 
whether you need a separate plan 
for pets.

The Division of Emergency Man-
agement recommends that drivers 
keep their gas tanks at least half full 
throughout hurricane season. Electric 
vehicle (EV) owners should aim to 
maintain a charge between 50% and 
80% at all times.

Reach out to your local emergency 
management office if you or anyone 
you know has special medical needs, 
in case of evacuations. Apply for our 
Medically Essential Service designa-
tion if someone in your home relies on 
electric-powered equipment.

What Should a Hurricane Emer-
gency Kit Contain? 

Build an emergency kit with 
non-perishable food, bottled water, 
flashlights, batteries, medications, 
and a first-aid kit. 

Determine your backup power 
source. Don’t forget phone chargers, 
power banks, and a waterproof con-
tainer for important documents. 

Don’t forget information such as 
insurance policies, health cards, birth 
certificates, Social Security cards, 
a list of emergency contacts, and a 
recent copy of your FPL bill.

How to Prepare Your Home for a 
Hurricane?

Move patio furniture and outdoor 
items indoors, fasten doors and win-
dows, and cover valuables and fur-
niture with plastic and move away 
from windows.

Turn off and unplug unnecessary 
electronics, including pool equipment, 
and set your refrigerator and freezer 
to their coldest settings to keep food 
fresh longer during an outage.

DO NOT attempt to trim trees 
or vegetation near overhead power 
lines yourself – only hire qualified, 
line-clearing professionals to trim 
trees and other vegetation near power 
lines. Visit FPL.com/trees for more 
information on our tree trimming 
policies.

Look up and note the location of 
power lines before you begin working 
on a ladder. Be sure that any ladders 
or scaffolds are far enough away so 
that you – and the ends of the tools 
you’re using – don’t come within 10 
feet of power lines. 

What are the Important Safety 
Steps After a Hurricane?

If you’re planning to use a porta-
ble generator, read and follow all the 
manufacturer’s instructions. Be sure 
to set it up outside – not in your home 
or garage – and connect appliances 
directly to it. Do not wire your gener-
ator directly to your home’s breaker 
or fuse box, as the power you generate 
may flow back into power lines and 
cause injuries.

Stay far away from and do not 
touch any downed power lines or 
flooded and debris-laden areas that 
may be hiding downed power lines. 
If you see damaged electrical equip-
ment, please call 911.

How Can Floridians Stay Informed 
After a Storm?

Bookmark FPL.com and save 
1-800-4-OUTAGE (1-800-468-8243) 
to your cell phone to report and check 
the status of your restoration.

Stay informed by following your 
local news and FPL’s social media 
pages for updates on storm conditions 
and heed warnings.

Facebook: @fplconnect

Instagram: @insidefpl

X: @insideFPL

FPL (Florida Power & Light 
Company) works year-round to be 
ready for severe weather and urges 
customers to prepare by making 
safety a priority this storm season. 

For more tips, visit FPL.com/storm.

Separating Facts – 
From Fiction

The data is clear: 
District 5 students 
are falling behind, 
and the gap between 
them and their peers 
continues to widen 
each year. It is time 
to close the achieve-
ment gap and create 
the opportunities ev-

ery child deserves, regardless of zip 
code or background. Our kids cannot 
afford to wait any longer.

Additional Concern
Several schools in the Lehigh Acres 

area are 14–18 percentage points 
below the state average and remain 
among the lowest-performing schools 
in Lee County.

The Challenge
District 5 faces significant barriers 

that directly impact student success:

•	 Chronic absenteeism:  30–38%
•	 State average:    15–18%
•	 Students qualifying for Free or 

Reduced Lunch: 63–67%
•	 State average:    50–55%

These statistics highlight the need 
for targeted support, stronger com-
munity engagement, and strategic 
investments in student achievement.

My Plan to Close the Gap
Data-Driven Decisions

Identify student needs early and 
implement evidence-based solutions 
that improve outcomes.

High-Dosage Tutoring
Provide targeted tutoring support in:
•	 Reading (Grades 3–5)
•	 Math (Grades 6–8)

Third Grade  
Reading Initiative

Implement early literacy interven-
tions to ensure students are reading at 
grade level by the end of third grade.

Attendance  
Improvement Campaign

Address chronic absenteeism 
through family engagement, early 
intervention, and community part-
nerships.

Teacher Support & Retention
Strengthen educator recruitment 

and retention through:

•	 Competitive compensation
•	 Mentorship opportunities
•	 Professional development

School-by-School 
Accountability

•	 Clear goals (Increase the number 
of District 5 students reading at 
grade level by third grade.)

•	 Measurable benchmarks (Increase 
Grade 3–5 ELA proficiency in Dis-
trict 5 from 43% to 55% within 

four years.)
•	 Public reporting of progress (If 

families can’t understand the re-
port, it isn’t real transparency.)

Why This Matters??
The achievement gaps reflected in 

this report are not isolated to a single 
classroom, school, teacher, or student. 
They point to broader systemic chal-
lenges that have persisted over time 
and are affecting student outcomes 
across multiple schools and grade 
levels.

When large numbers of students 
in the same communities consistent-
ly perform below district and state 
averages, it signals the need for a clos-
er examination of how resources are 
allocated, how support services are 
delivered, how attendance barriers 
are addressed, and how academic in-
terventions are implemented.

Every child deserves access to the 
same opportunities for success regard-
less of where they live. Closing these 
gaps will require more than identifying 
problems—it will require a coordi-
nated commitment to accountability, 
early intervention, family engagement, 
teacher support, and data-driven de-
cision-making.

The goal is not simply to improve 
test scores. The goal is to ensure that 
every student graduates prepared for 
college, career, military service, entre-
preneurship, or whatever path they 

choose. Strong schools create stronger 
families, stronger communities, and a 
stronger future for Lee County.

District 5 students are capable of 
achieving at the highest levels. The 
question is whether we are willing 
to address the systemic barriers that 
have prevented too many of them from 
reaching their full potential.

About the Author
Carline Saintilus is a candidate for 

Lee County School Board, District 5. 
As a former educator, entrepreneur, 
business owner, wife, mother, and 
grandmother, she believes every stu-
dent deserves access to a high-quality 
education regardless of their ZIP code.

Learn more, get involved, or 
share your thoughts:

VoteSaintilusSBD5.com

Facebook: Carline Saintilus for Lee 
County School Board District 5

Instagram: @carline4sbd5

TikTok: @carline.saintilus

Strong Schools. 
Strong Families. 

Stronger Communities.
Political advertisement paid for and 
approved by Carline Saintilus, nonpar-
tisan candidate for Lee County School 
Board, District 5.

THE REPORT CARD! 
Grading the Decisions that Impact our Schools
By Carline Santilus |  Candidate for Lee County School Board, District 5

District 5 vs. Top Performing District (District 3)
Percentage of Students Scoring Level 3 or Above (PM3, 2024–25)

Key Finding
District 5 students are 17–20 percentage points behind the top-performing district in key academic subjects.

Lehigh Acres Schools: A Closer Look (2024–25)
ELA and Math Performance

Subject Area District 3 
(Top Performing) District 5 Gap (Points)

Elementary ELA 
(Grades 3–5) 60% 43% -17

Middle School ELA 
(Grades 6–8) 57% 40% -17

Elementary Math 
(Grades 3–5) 67% 47% -20

Middle School Math 
(Grades 6–8) 60% 43% -17

School ELA (Level 3+) Math (Level 3+) Algebra & EOC

Sunshine Elementary Grade 4: 33% Grade 4: 34% —

Amanecer Elementary Grade 5: 26% Grade 5: 26% —

Lemuel Teal Middle Grade 8: 18% Grade 7: 18% —

Lehigh Senior High — — 18%

East Lee County High — — 9%

Carline 
Saintilus
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(239) 674 - 9060
4316 LEE BLVD. UNIT 11, LEHIGH ACRES, FL 33971

INFO@LIGHTHOUSEPET.COM 

DR. LAURA WOODWARD, OWNER

LIGHTHOUSE PET CLINIC 
IS LEHIGH’S PET CLINIC

Visit Our Website www.EASTLEENEWS.com or
Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/EastLeeCountyNews

FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing In
Residential Properties

Services

Metal & Shingle Roofing
Repairs/New Construction
Roof Inspections
Seamless Gutters
Soffit & Fascia

863-517-9922
Tricoroofing@yahoo.com

FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED

LICENSE #CCC1325814

WE WORK WELL 
UNDER PRESSURE!

239-980-6889
PressureWashingOfFlorida.com

pressurewashingofflorida@gmail.com

OUR SERVICES
Exterior Cleaning

(Houses, Garages, Barns, Pool Cages, Commercial Buildings, and More!)
Roof Wash • Driveways • Docks • Sidewalks

COMMERCIAL 
ROOF WASHING 

DONE RIGHT!

CONDO TOWERS, LARGE COMMERCIAL 
BUILDINGS, AND MORE

*WE DO NOT WALK ON ROOFS*

YOU’RE INVITED!
Network, Socialize, and Connect With 

Professional Women of the Community 

MEETING IS FREE—PLUS THE COST OF LUNCH

SWFLBA.COM • 239-470-5611

3RD FRIDAY of EVERY MONTH 
12:00 PM — 1:00 PM

Sign Up at:
www.SWFLBA.com/ladies-lead-club
 For Locations and Information

KATRINA SALOKAR • 239-470-5611

Rooster’s Produce on Route 80
Open Mon-Sat 9AM to 6PM
Sunday 10AM to 5PM
15500 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL 33920  
(239) 690-3108

Fresh Baked Goods from 
Local Vendor Galia 

STOP IN AND SEE WHAT’S NEW

NOW OPEN YEAR ROUND 

•  Local Dried MORINGA
• Local Mangoes & Lychees
• Local Passionfruit
• Dragonfruit & Breadfruit
• Mamey Sapote & Cherimoya
• Local PINK EYED PEAS
• Fresh Peach Cobbler Cinnamon 

Rollsfrom Local Vendor Galia
• Fresh Baklava
• Introducing the most insane 

and delicious, Dubai Baklava 
Cheesecake  

TROPICAL FRUITS 
ARRIVING DAILY

Supporting Small Farms Everywheres 



OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

—CALL FOR YOUR—

FREE
ESTIMATE
239-898-3528
Licensed & Insured

Bringing You 20 Years of Experience!

SCREEN REPAIR SPECIALS
PER PANEL PRICING

Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED!

PARADISECREATIVEGROUP.COM

12801 COMMERCE LAKES DRIVE, #26
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 33913  239.908.4581

READY TO SUPERCHARGE
YOUR BUSINESS?

READY TO SUPERCHARGE
YOUR BUSINESS?

• Web Design
• Social Media
• Graphics & Print
• Revenue Management
• Native Advertising
• SEO & PPC
• E-Commerce

• Destination Marketing
• Public Relations
• Branding
• Full-Service Printing
• Direct & Email Marketing
• Event Management
• Hospitality Management

DELIVERY
PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT
Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The
Forum, Buckingham & Most of Lehigh

(239) 491-2203

4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971
(239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com

11:00am–10:00pm
Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

• NEW CUSTOM CABINETS 
• CABINET REFACING
• COUNTER TOPS
• BACK SPLASH

Bringing Your Vision to Life

  Naples, FL
  239-281-2854
  Dustin@3Dcabinets.com
  3DCABINETSNAPLES.COM

WESTMINSTER
FLORIST
(239) 368-2375
50 Westminster St N
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 
Monday-Saturday
9:00AM - 5:00PM

1-866-998-6160 • FloristLehighAcres.com
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Knowing With Certainty
Is Going With Certainty

14600 Fair Havens Road, Fort Myers, Florida 33908 
ToKnowWithCertainty.com • 239-410-2771

For years Christians have been on the losing side of a battle that 
must not be lost. � at battle is for the loss of youth from the 
Christian church in America that is having dire consequences 
for the church and America.
To Know With Certainty’s purpose is to assuage doubt and 
build a con� dent faith based on evidence from the Bible, the 
sciences and history.
� e Battle We Must Not Lose is a clarion call to the church 
and parents to become the frontline contenders in the faith 
development of children. It presents the pending consequences 
of continued inaction and the necessary steps and actions to win 
this battle for our youth.

YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS
Acquire or Build Your Own Franchise to Gain Unlimited Earning Potential

“We will match you with a franchise that works for you 
and guide you through the steps to achieve your goals, 

from the purchasing phase to marketing.”
— Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant

239-470-5611  |  FRANCHISEINFLORIDA.COM
INFO@FRANCHISEOPPORTUNITIESFL.COM

How we can help YOU: How we can help YOU: 
Personalized service
Long term support
EXPERT MARKETING SERVICES

BUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCEBUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCE
EXCLUSIVE franchiser toolsEXCLUSIVE franchiser tools
ACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATAACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATA

Call for a free consultation!

Wealth  |  Investments  |  Freedom

Chain Link • Wood • VinylChain Link • Wood • Vinyl
Metal/Privacy • OrnamentalMetal/Privacy • Ornamental

239-306-3661239-306-3661
Pedro Fuentes, Owner • Se Habla EspañolPedro Fuentes, Owner • Se Habla Español

FENCE_1@AOL.COM • FENCE1CORP.COMFENCE_1@AOL.COM • FENCE1CORP.COM

To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611
BUSINESS   BILLBOARDBUSINESS   BILLBOARD

YOU’RE INVITED!
Network, Socialize, and Connect With 
Professionals of the SWFL Community 

MEETING IS FREE—NETWORK WITH FELLOW BUSINESS OWNERS

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY NETWORKING LUNCH

EVERY WEDENSDAY
 12:00 PM — 1:00 PM

MEET US AT
WINGS AND RINGS

11751 S Cleveland Ave, Fort Myers, FL 33907
KATRINA SALOKAR • 239-470-5611



LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

• SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY
• A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT 

WORKS FOR YOU
• LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT 

REASONABLE RATES — NO SURCHARGE
• A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH MONTHLY 

STATEMENTS & CHECKS
• END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF 
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU

239-369-5892

C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, 

FL 33936

Telephone 239-369-5892Shellie Vahue
Property Manager

WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!

BUYERS BEWARE!!!!
Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when you 
purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction 
fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

Se Habla 
Español

Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate Community Since 1979

Realty World C. Bagans First
Realty World International
#1 OFFICE

Affordable 2 bedroom 2 bath GROUND FLOOR 
CORNER UNIT in Golfside Village, common POOL 
and tennis courts just steps away, COVERED 
CARPORT PARKING, NO AGE RESTRICTIONS HERE 
AND PETS ARE OK, NEWER LUXURY VINYL PLANK 
FLOORS THROUGHOUT, new cabinets and GRANITE 

COUNTERTOPS in the kitchen with breakfast bar, EXTRA LARGE SINK WITH NEWER FAUCET, 
open tray ceiling in the kitchen with newer LED lighting throughout the condo, newly 
remodeled bathrooms as well with all new tile in the tub and shower areas, NEW CENTRAL 
HEAT AND AIR IN 2021, primary bedroom with walk in closet and ensuite bathroom, access 
to the screened lanai with extra storage cabinet and laundry area, plenty of privacy 
overlooking the nicely landscaped yard and GOLF COURSE, easy maintenance living 
with the exterior all covered by the monthly condo fee, located within walking distance 
to stores etc., I-75, Ft Myers and SWFL International airport just a few minutes away. NO 
FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. 

Brand new home in Northeast Lehigh on a 
HALF ACRE LOT at the end of a QUIET DEAD 
END STREET. MOVE IN READY 3 BEDROOM 2 
BATH WITH A DEN, closet allows possible 4TH 
BEDROOM. C.O. HAS BEEN ISSUED. double door 
entry to den for privacy, 32 X 32 POLISHED 

PORCELAIN TILE THROUGHOUT with 5 inch baseboards, impact resistant windows. 
covered front porch leads to great room with cathedral ceilings, tray ceiling in 
master. shaker cabinets with soft close doors, pendant lighting over breakfast 
bar, QUARTZ TOPS in kitchen and baths, stainless appliance package, pantry, 
dining area off kitchen. master with walk in closet, dual sinks and tiled walk in 
shower. guest bedroom has walk in closet. indoor laundry room. covered rear 
porch overlooking the HALF ACRE backyard. double garage with auto opener, 
extra long driveway. minutes to SR 80, I-75 and Ft Myers. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST 
ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

Charlie Bonacolta                                   239-994-1062                              charlisold@gmail.com     Charlie Bonacolta                                   239-994-1062                              charlisold@gmail.com     

BRAND NEW DUPLEX 6 BEDROOMS 4 BATHROOMS WITH EXTRA LONG 
CONCRETE DRIVEWAY AND GARAGES ON EACH SIDE with plenty of 
extra parking, covered front porch, nicely landscaped with irrigation 
system on well, quiet low traffic street with single family homes in 
the area. You can’t beat this location just minutes to SR 82, I-75, Ft 
Myers and the SWFL International Airport, READY FOR IMMEDIATE 

OCCUPANCY, C.O. HAS BEEN ISSUED, polished porcelain tile floors throughout with five inch 
baseboards, solid surface countertops in kitchens and bathrooms, breakfast bar and large 
pantry space with stainless steel appliances, primary bedroom with private ensuite bathroom 
with fully tiled walk in shower and tub areas, split bedrooms with primary bedroom in the back, 
LED lighting throughout. Oversized single garages on each side with extra storage. NO FLOOD 
INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

 OVER 2100 SQUARE FEET OF LIVING AREA in this 3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 
home featuring a FENCED BACKYARD WITH CANAL VIEWS, NEW DIMENSIONAL 
SHINGLE ROOF IN 2018, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2024, NEW WATER 
HEATER IN 2020, nicely landscaped oversized yard with 24 X 10 screened 
lanai under truss with tile floors plus a 10 X 20 deck extension overlooking 

the backyard, excellent for entertaining, double door entry leads to soaring high ceilings with crown molding, formal 
dining room, living room and family room, newer granite tops in the kitchen with large breakfast bar with pendant 
lighting, stainless steel appliances with French door refrigerator and built in wine cooler, large cabinet and granite 
top addition off of the family room with extra storage, coffee bar and built in desk, NEWER LUXURY VINYL PLANK 
FLOORS THROUGHOUT WITH TILE IN THE BATHROOMS, PLANTATION SHUTTERS, spacious primary suite with dual 
walk in closets with built in shelving, dual sinks in the bathroom with large soaking tub and newly tiled separate 
walk in shower, half bath off of the guest bedroom hallway with granite top, two nice sized guest bedrooms, one 
with a walk in closet, large indoor laundry room with extra cabinet and counter space, excellent location in Twin 
Lake Estates, NO HOA fees and larger estate sized homes in the area, located just minutes to I-75, Ft Myers and 
the SWFL International Airport. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. 
LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

BRAND NEW DUPLEX 3 BEDROOM 2.5 BATH  - FENCED YARD WITH CANAL VIEWS

Offered At.........$499,900 Offered At.........$319,900 

Charlie Bonacolta                                   239-994-1062                              charlisold@gmail.com     Charlie Bonacolta                                   239-994-1062                              charlisold@gmail.com     

 Brand New Home located in SW Lehigh just minutes to SR 82, I-75, Ft Myers 
and the SWFL International Airport, PRIVACY FENCE ACROSS THE BACK OF THE 
YARD, MOVE IN READY 4 BEDROOM 3 FULL BATHROOMS with TWO MASTER 
SUITES, EXCELLENT FOR IN LAW QUARTERS, C.O. HAS BEEN ISSUED, 24 X 48 
POLISHED PORCELAIN TILE FLOORS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE HOME with 5 
inch baseboards, impact resistant windows and doors, EXTRA WIDE DRIVEWAY 

FOR PLENTY OF PARKING, covered front porch with seal coated floors leads to large great room with grand 
entry, high entry foyer with LED LIGHTING, high volume ceilings throughout with tray ceilings in the living room 
and master bedroom, shaker cabinets with soft close doors and drawers, decorative lighting over breakfast 
bar, QUARTZ TOPS in kitchen and baths with waterfall counter on the breakfast bar, decorative wood trim 
under the breakfast bar, QUARTZ backsplash, stainless steel appliance package, large dining area with 
upgraded light fixture, spacious master bedroom with dual walk in closets, private bath with dual sinks with 
upgraded LED lighting and built in controls in the mirror, tiled walk in shower with frameless glass doors, 4th 
bedroom guest quarters off of the kitchen area with its own private bathroom, indoor laundry room with built 
in cabinets, covered 16 X11 porch in the rear overlooking the backyard WITH OUTSIDE KITCHEN FEATURING 
SINK AND REFRIGERATOR, double garage with grey seal coated floors, EXCELLENT LOCATION IN SW LEHIGH 
LOCATED JUST DOWN THE ROAD FROM THE NEW GATEWAY MARKETPLACE ON SR 82 WITH THE NEW HOME 
DEPOT AND PUBLIX, MINUTES TO I-75, FT MYERS AND THE SWFL 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED 

Affordable 3 bedroom 2 bath home with a double garage, FENCED 
BACKYARD, double gate on one side for additional RV, truck or boat 
parking inside the fenced area, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF 
IN 2024, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2025, NEW WATER HEATER 
IN 2020, screened front porch, cathedral ceilings and plant shelves, 
wood floors in the living area with ceramic tile in the kitchen, baths and 

indoor laundry room, breakfast bar and pantry in kitchen with all kitchen appliances, primary bedroom with 
walk in closet and private bath with dual sinks, long vanity and walk in shower, built in desk in between 
the two guest bedrooms, double garage with opener plus laundry tub, sliding doors from the main living 
area to the 29 X 10 screened lanai overlooking the backyard plus a 19.5 X 8 open patio, plenty of room 
for entertaining, excellent location just minutes to I-75, Ft Myers and the SWFL International Airport. NO 
FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

4 BEDROOM 3 BATH IN SW LEHIGH 3/2 DOUBLE GARAGE - FENCED YARD

Offered At.........$389,900 Offered At.........$249,000 

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

2/2 GROUND FLOOR UNIT IN GOLFSIDE VILLAGE

BRAND NEW 3/2 + DEN ON HALF ACRE 

Offered At.......$127,500 

Offered At.......$350,000 

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

2 bedroom 2 bath Pinewood Villa 
located on a quiet low traffic Cul De 
Sac, plenty of privacy in the yard and 
plenty of extra parking for up to three 
cars, double driveway with covered 
carport, one enclosed family room/

den with insulated roof etc. for additional living space, plus a 12 X 
12 screened lanai as well, stucco exterior, roll down storm shutters, 
indoor laundry area with full size washer/dryer, in need of some 
cosmetics but priced accordingly, 55+ community, walking distance 
to stores etc., pets OK, Located just off of Homestead Rd just 
minutes to I-75, Ft Myers and SWFL International Airport. NO flood 
insurance required here. Lehigh is the highest elevation in Lee County. 

Affordable 3BR/2BA with double garage in 
Willow Lake South, CENTRAL WATER AND 
SEWER, NO HOA. NEW ROOF 2019, NEW 
ELECTRICAL PANEL PRIOR TO CLOSING, NEW 
PRIVACY FENCE 2022 WITH DOUBLE GATE. den 

off dining area, possible 4TH BEDROOM. tile floors throughout, wood laminate in 
living room and bedrooms, newer doors and windows. eat in kitchen with GRANITE 
TOPS, BACKSPLASH AND ALL APPLIANCES. NEWER VANITIES, TOILETS AND TILED 
SHOWERS IN BOTH BATHS. primary suite with dual closets and walk in shower. 
indoor laundry with storage. screened lanai plus open patio for grilling and 
entertaining. minutes to I-75, Ft Myers and SWFL airport. NO FLOOD INSURANCE 
REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

2 BEDROOM 2 BATH PINEWOOD VILLA

 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH - CENTRAL WATER / SEWER

Offered At.......$115,000 

Offered At.......$269,900 

Popular Fairways Condo overlooking the 
GOLF COURSE, CORNER END UNIT WITH 
EXCELLENT VIEWS OF THE GOLF COURSE 
AND NO ROAD NOISE, ROOFS WERE 
REPLACED IN FAIRWAYS 1 IN 2023, NEW 
WATER HEATER IN 2021, CENTRAL HEAT 

AND AIR REPLACED IN 2018, ceramic tile floors throughout with LUXURY 
VINYL PLANK IN THE BEDROOMS, all appliances in eat in kitchen with pantry 
and tile backsplash, enclosed balcony with sliding doors on the exterior for 
additional living area, primary bedroom with private ensuite bathroom with 
walk in shower, best location in Fairways, just steps to the common heated pool 
and parking. Just minutes to I-75, Ft Myers and the SWFL International Airport. 
Lehigh is the highest elevation in the Lee County. NO FLOOD INSURANCE 
REQUIRED.

Affordable 2 bedroom 2 bath GOLFWOOD 1 Villa, 
NEW DIMENESIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2017, NEW 
RHEEM CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2024, ceramic 
tile floors throughout with wood laminate in the 
bedrooms, 20 X 12 enclosed family room/den or 
entertainment space, fully insulated and under air, 

the utility room off of the carport has been expanded to provide more space for workshop 
or storage, covered carport plus additional parking, quiet low traffic street with wooded 
area in the rear for additional privacy, newer front entry door for extra lighting, kitchen 
and baths are in need of updating but priced accordingly, 55+ community, low monthly 
fees, excellent location within walking distance to Lehigh Trailhead Park, stores etc., central 
water and sewer. THIS VILLA IS PERFECT FOR THE HANDYPERSON THAT CAN UPDATE IT 
AND MAKE IT THEIR OWN. BEING SOLD AS IS. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH 
IS LOCATED IN THE HIGHEST 
ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

POPULAR FAIRWAYS CONDO OVERLOOKING THE GOLF COURSE

2 BEDROOM 2 BATH GOLFWOOD VILLA 

Offered At.......$99,900 

Offered At.......$120,000 

Nick Bonacolta
Salesman

E-MAIL ADDRESS
nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/ 
NickBonacoltaRW

239-887-0468
Nick

Bonacolta

Charlie 
Bonacolta

Broker/Salesman

“A House Sold Name”
239-994-1062
E-MAIL ADDRESS
charlisold@gmail.com
www.charliesold.com

Charlie
Bonacolta

Over 40 Years 
Combined Experience!

Realty World 
C. Bagans First 
30 Colorado Road 

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees 
when you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction 

fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

NICK BONACOLTA
239-887-0468 • nbonacolta@gmail.com

CHARLIE BONACOLTA
239-994-1062 • charlisold@gmail.com


