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As Chairwom-
an of the Lee 
County Repub-
lican Executive 
Committee, I am 
calling on voters 
and candidates to 
reject the grow-
ing use of attack 
ads ,  neg at ive 

mailers and online smear tactics in 
our local elections. These practices 
have become increasingly common 
in Lee County elections over the last 
decade. They run directly counter to 
the core objectives of the Republican 
Party and undermine the kind of po-
litical process all Lee County voters 
deserve.

The Lee County Republican Execu-

tive Committee exists to advance sev-
en specific objectives, which can be 
found at LeeGOP.org. Political attack 
ads work against every one of them. 
Three are especially harmed: foster-
ing loyalty to the Republican Party, 
promoting an informed electorate 
and seeking qualified Republicans to 
represent us.

Party loyalty is built on shared 
principles, mutual respect and a com-
mitment to advancing Republican val-
ues. Misleading mailers, social media 
smear campaigns and PAC-driven at-
tacks fracture the Party, create dis-
trust and turn neighbors against one 
another instead of uniting us around 
common values and goals. Voters also 
deserve accurate information about 
candidates’ qualifications, public 

records, ideas and policy positions. 
Distorted or highly selective attacks 
do the opposite. They confuse voters, 
bury substance beneath personal ac-
cusations and substitute emotion for 
informed judgment.

This culture of political attacks 
also discourages capable, communi-
ty-minded citizens from running for 
office. Many people who would make 
strong public servants see the person-
al attacks, reputational harm and co-
ordinated smear campaigns directed 
at candidates and decide the cost is 
too high for their families and pro-
fessional lives. When qualified peo-
ple stay on the sidelines, our entire 
community loses.

Political smear campaigns do not 
represent the kind of culture voters 
expect from their leaders. For the fu-
ture of Lee County, I am asking two 
things. First, I ask the electorate to 
reject these tactics. Do not reward 
attack ads. Look beyond glossy neg-
ative mailers and inflammatory so-
cial media posts. Research the candi-
dates at LeeGOP.org/candidates, view 
livestreams from various candidate 
forums, review campaign finance re-
ports, and judge candidates by their 
ideas, records, qualifications, and 
character rather than by the worst 
claims made against them by third 
parties with an agenda.

Second, I ask every candidate to 
refuse to engage in or benefit from 
these practices. Leadership requires 



02www.eastleenews.com
AUGUST 2026

candidates to publicly reject charac-
ter assassination, misleading attacks 
and personal smears, even when 
those attacks are directed at their 
opponents or appear to benefit their 
own campaigns.

Lee County is one of the fast-
est-growing counties in the country. 
We need serious, qualified, and solu-
tions-oriented Republicans who are 
willing to step forward and lead. As a 
community, we suffer when we fail to 
raise the standard of our campaigns.

The Lee County Republican Exec-
utive Committee created the Ethical 
Campaign and Accountability Initia-
tive, known as ECAI, for exactly this 
reason. ECAI calls on Republican 
candidates in Lee County to conduct 
their campaigns with integrity, trans-
parency, respect, accountability and 
substance. Participating candidates 
voluntarily complete a questionnaire 
and sign a written commitment to 
ethical campaign standards. Infor-

mation about ECAI and participating 
candidates is available at LeeGOP.
org/ECAI.

The choice is ours. We can con-
tinue down a path that maligns the 
character and reputation of neighbors 
who are bold enough to step forward, 
deters qualified people from running, 
leaves voters cynical and creates divi-
sions that may be difficult to repair. 
Or we can restore honor to our polit-
ical process, protect the Republican 
Party’s objectives and elect leaders 
based on the strength of their qual-
ifications, records, ideas and policy 
positions.

I urge every Republican in Lee 
County to choose the better path.

A Message From LeeGOP: Be an 
Informed Republican Voter

Republican voters should begin 
preparing now for both the Aug. 18 
primary election and the Nov. 3 gen-
eral election. Review the candidates, 

confirm your registration and voting 
information, and make your decisions 
based on qualifications, records, ideas 
and character rather than attack ads or 
social media accusations.

LeeGOP remains neutral in contest-
ed Republican primaries and endorses 
Republican candidates who are unop-
posed. Voters can visit LeeGOP.org/
Candidates to access candidate web-
sites, watch available forum videos and 
learn more about those seeking office.

Voters should also look for the 
Ethical Campaign and Accountability 
Initiative, or ECAI, badge. The badge 
identifies candidates who completed 
the ECAI questionnaire and signed a 
commitment to campaign with truth-
fulness, transparency, respect and ac-
countability. It is not an endorsement, 
but it provides voters with additional 
information about a candidate’s will-
ingness to publicly accept ethical cam-
paign standards. An asterisk beside a 
candidate’s name identifies a member 
of the Lee County Republican Executive 

Committee and should not be interpret-
ed as an endorsement in a contested 
primary.

For the Aug. 18 primary election, the 
deadline to request a vote-by-mail bal-
lot is Aug. 6. Early voting is scheduled 
for Aug. 8 through Aug. 15, from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Election Day polls will be open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

For the Nov. 3 general election, the 
deadline to register or update a voter 
registration is Oct. 5. The deadline to 
request a vote-by-mail ballot is Oct. 22. 
Early voting is scheduled for Oct. 19 
through Oct. 31, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Election Day polls will be open from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m.

Candidate interviews, community 
updates and local Republican conver-
sations are also available through the 
LeeGOP YouTube channel at @Team-
LeeGOP.

Get informed. Get involved. 
Get ready to vote.
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More Than 100 Trials Prepared Me for the Bench
By Mike Colombo |  Candidate for Lee County Court Judge, Group 5
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I decided to seek this office because 
I believe my legal experience, court-
room background, and life experience 
have prepared me to serve. During 
more than two decades as a trial attor-
ney, I have completed more than 100 
trials through verdict. My experience 
includes representing plaintiffs in civil 
cases, defending clients in criminal and 
civil matters, and serving as a prosecu-
tor for more than 14 years.

I would like voters to know more 
about the experiences that shaped me 
and the qualifications I would bring to 
the bench.

Family, Work and 
Public Service

I was born to Italian immigrant par-
ents who taught me the importance of 
family, loyalty, hard work, integrity, and 
character. My mother, Lydia Colombo, 
was a highly accomplished seamstress 
in New York City during the late 1960s. 
She created custom dresses for prom-
inent clients, including Jacqueline Ken-
nedy, Lynda Bird Johnson, Luci Baines 
Johnson, Happy Rockefeller, Ben Gaz-
zara and Natalie Wood. Her custom 
wedding dress for Lynda Bird Johnson 
in 1967 has been seen by millions.

My mother eventually left her celeb-
rity clients to raise my sister and me. 
My father, who passed away on May 9, 
2026, worked for more than 40 years as 
a service technician after serving our 
country in the United States Air Force.

I grew up watching my parents work 
long hours, often well into the night, to 
put food on the table and send me to 
school. My commitment to public ser-
vice was shaped by their example, in-
cluding my father’s military service and 
their shared belief that honest work 
matters.

Overcoming Challenges 
Through Education

I earned a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology, with a concentration in 
criminal justice, from the University 

of Scranton in Pennsylvania in 1994. 
I later attended Quinnipiac University 
School of Law in Hamden, Connecticut, 
graduating in the top third of my class 
in May 2000.

I have dyslexia, and several school 
professionals advised me that becom-
ing a lawyer was unlikely. I refused to 
accept that conclusion. Like the per-
sistence portrayed in the movie “Rudy,” 
I stood outside the admissions dean’s 
office at a local law school determined 
to learn what I needed to do to earn a 
place there.

After graduating from law school, I 
passed the bar examination on my first 
attempt and was sworn in as an attor-
ney in November 2000.

Experience on Every 
Side of the Courtroom

I began my legal career with the 
State Attorney’s Office in Connecticut, 
where I prosecuted cases and did not 
lose a jury trial during my four years 
there. Wanting to understand other 
areas of law, I later worked as a crim-
inal defense attorney and represented 
plaintiffs in civil cases.

In 2008, I served as lead counsel in 
a civil matter argued before the Con-
necticut Supreme Court against an in-
surance company. I also represented a 
firefighter in an employment-discrim-
ination case against the City of Stam-
ford. That litigation helped establish 
new precedent involving firefighter 
promotional testing.

Early in my career, I learned that 
justice should never depend on the 
size, wealth, or influence of the parties 
involved. The legal profession is about 
justice, and justice must be blind.

Federal Law 
Enforcement Service

In June 2009, I became a special 
agent with the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security. After completing 
the agency’s background-screening 

process and obtaining top-secret clear-
ance, I was stationed along the north-
ern border.

My investigations included human 
trafficking, terrorism, child exploita-
tion, immigration violations, and drug 
trafficking. I was also selected as one 
of the collateral case agents assigned to 
the investigation of the 2010 attempt-
ed bombing in New York City’s Times 
Square.

During my federal service, I was 
admitted to practice law in Florida 
and Georgia. Injuries eventually re-
quired me to return to trial practice 
and brought me to Southwest Florida, 
where my wife’s family lives.

Serving the 20th 
Judicial Circuit

In May 2012, I began working in Lee 
County as an assistant state attorney. 
During more than a decade as a prose-
cutor in the 20th Judicial Circuit, I han-
dled thousands of cases ranging from 
lower-level misdemeanors to serious 
felony matters carrying potential life 
sentences.

I accepted every challenge I was 
given, including several years in the 
Special Victims Unit, where I handled 
some of the circuit’s most difficult and 
sensitive cases. That work required 
preparation, sound judgment, atten-
tion to detail, and respect for everyone 
involved in the judicial process.

In January 2023, I joined the trial 
litigation firm of Suarez, Rios & Wein-
berg, where I handle criminal and civil 
matters. Our firm represents people 
accused of offenses ranging from mis-
demeanors to crimes carrying potential 
life sentences. The firm has also repre-
sented individuals charged in connec-
tion with the events of Jan. 6, 2021, in 
Washington, D.C.

Representing people on different 
sides of the courtroom has strength-
ened my belief that every person is 
entitled to the protections provided by 

the United States Constitution and the 
Florida Constitution. Integrity, fairness, 
and transparency are essential to the 
practice of law and to public confidence 
in the courts.

I am also proud to serve on a Flori-
da Bar professional ethics committee. I 
was appointed in 2023 and reappointed 
in June 2026.

A Family Rooted in Lee County

My wife, Susan, and I have been mar-
ried for more than 20 years. We have 
three sons who have enjoyed play-
ing baseball in the community. Susan 
serves on the San Carlos Babe Ruth 
Baseball Board, and I regularly volun-
teer my time with the organization.

When I am not working, I enjoy fish-
ing and spending time with my family 
at the baseball field. Those experiences 
have kept me connected to the families 
and neighborhoods a county judge is 
elected to serve.

A judge must understand the law, 
manage a courtroom fairly, and treat 
every person with dignity and respect. 
I believe my experience as a prosecutor, 
defense attorney, civil litigator, federal 
special agent, ethics committee mem-
ber, husband and father has prepared 
me for that responsibility.

When legal and real-life experience 
matter, I respectfully ask for your vote 
for Mike Colombo on or before Aug. 18.

Mike Colombo, Candidate for Lee 
County Court Judge, Group 5

Paid by Michael Colombo, 
Non-Partisan, 

for Lee County Court Judge.



Lehigh Acres • 239-369-6161

THINKING OF SELLING?

WHAT IS IT WORTH?

Call Today For a FREE Market 
Analysis of Your Property

NO OBLIGATION!

239-369-6161

RENTALS
Available

STARTING at

$1,300
CALL TODAY!

239-491-3300
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LOTS FOR

SALE!

1/4 Acre Lots   
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LARRY TALBERT      239-671-2015 

larrtlb9@yahoo.com

$625,000 $539,900 

$435,000$400,000

$293,995

$360,000

$350,000

PAMELA DICKINSON  239-878-0837   

pamsellsit@gmail.com

$259,900

ESPY CADET         239-478-5492     

espycadet@gmail.com

$239,900$229,900

BEACON SQUARE 2/2

Features 2 bed/2 bath, all appliances including 
washer & dryer. Large lanai and open patio. 
Quiet street, end unit new A/C in 2024.

CAREFREE TOWNHOUSE 

IN OLYMPIA POINTE

Extra clean 2 bedroom PLUS DEN. 2 and 1/2 
baths with attached garage and screened 
porch. Full appliance package. Gated 
community with clubhouse, pool and more. 

LAKE FRONT 

DOLLHOUSE

3/2 Freshly updated, Super location, New 
tile flooring throughout, Spectacular view, 
Affordable!!

PORT LABELLE

Features 4 bedrooms plus den, 2 baths, 2 car 
garage on an oversized, corner lot. Built in 
2023. Laminate flooring througout.

STUNNING SMART HOME 

PROPERTY

Welcome to this 3 bedroom 2 bath home with 
elegant modern design throughout the house. 
Abundant natural light and high end finishes 
with extra upgrades makes this house a real 
dream.

MIRROR LAKES 3/2 POOL 

HOME

A stunning home with ample space for your 
family with just under 1900 sq. ft. under air. 
The kitchen with updated appliances is a 
chef’s dream. A tranquil canal view from your 
backyard.

The BIG House

Over 2800 sq.ft. 4 bedroom PLUS OFFICE 
(could be fifth bedroom) 2.5 baths, ONE ACRE 
LOT with city water. Features an attached 2 car 
garage, and a BONUS  detached 900 sq. ft. 
building. The total package is only $435,000

AUTO REPAIR SHOP

Established turnkey operation with 
experienced mechanics already in place. 
Fully equipped, has 7 bays and 2 concession 
trailers

COUNTRY LIVING

2.32 Acres perfect for starting a farm, or 
simply enjoy wide open space while still being 
conveniently close to everyday essentials. 
Divided pastures and a massive barn, 3/2 pool 
home with expansive concrete driveway.

RIVERHALL RESIDENCE

Boasts 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, open floor 
plan, kitchen features granite countertops, 
stainless steel appliances, primary bedroom 
with ensuite on first floor, upstairs 3 additional 
bedrooms, one being a secondary primary 
with ensuite and large, fenced back yard.

CONTRACTORS & 

INVESTORS SPECIAL

CASH ONLY! Complete this new construction 
and make it your own. Interior features include 
vinyl plank flooring in living areas, solid surface 
counter tops and vanities, tile flooring in baths, 
quick access to SR82.

3/2 POOL HOME IN 

WEDGEWOOD

Enjoy Florida living with your own private pool. 
Don’t miss this move-in ready gem!

$119,900 

ADELIA PIMENTEL      239-462-4053   

adeliaswfl@gmail.com

ANn TIMIRAOS             239-265-0752 

anatimiraos@gmail.com

dora agado         239-834-0405    

doraagado@aol.com

MARTHA NEAULT        239-822-2822 

marthaneault@gmail.com
LARAQUE MORISSAINT     239-989-4739 

laraquemorissaint1@gmail.com

LUIS GONZALEZ           239-269-9931

luisfganzalez@yahoo.com

$1,500,000 

lynne brantley      239-491-3300    

schirmer5@aol.com

ALEX DESTEFANO       239-687-9942    

destefanoal@gmail.com

ROXANN VEKICH                                239-823-1402

theveks2000@aol.com

CHRIS HERNANDEZ     863-673-5071                     

chris_hdz08@yahoo.com

CBPPI.com • 239-369-6161
1400 Homestead Rd. N.    Lehigh Acres

BelleRealty.com • 863-675-7522
419 W. Hickpochee Ave.    LaBelle



The other after-
noon, I learned an-
other Florida lesson 
the hard way. I was 
outside around 2 
p.m., pulling weeds 
that had been wait-
ing since May. I had 
my gloves on, my 
hat pulled low and 

every intention of finishing just one little 
section. You probably know how that 
goes. One section turns into three, the 
sun keeps climbing and before long the 
heat has gotten ahead of you.

By the time I stood up, my head was 
pounding, my hands felt clumsy and I 
had that foggy, not-quite-here feeling 
that made me stop and think, “This is 
not good.” Then it hit me: I had not had 
a real glass of water since early morning.

As someone who has spent more than 
a decade as an integrative health and 
nutrition coach, I know better. But as 
someone still learning the rhythm of Flor-
ida living, I am discovering that summer 
heat here is not like summer heat in other 
places. It is heavier, wetter and faster to 
take a toll. I went inside, sat under a fan 
and drank a tall glass of filtered water 
with a squeeze of lime. After resting and 
cooling down, I felt like myself again. It 
was a good reminder that in Southwest 
Florida, hydration is not a wellness trend. 
It is common sense, and sometimes it is 
a matter of safety.

Florida Heat Is Different

In many parts of the country, sweat 
evaporates and helps cool the body. In 
Southwest Florida’s heavy humidity, 
sweat does not always evaporate as ef-
ficiently. You may be losing fluid without 
getting the cooling relief your body is 
counting on. That is why a short walk to 

the mailbox, 10 minutes in the garden 
or a quick job in the yard can leave you 
feeling worn out.

Thirst is not always an early warning 
sign. By the time you feel thirsty, your 
body may already be running behind. 
This is especially true for older adults, 
whose thirst signals can become quieter 
with age. The goal is to build small habits 
that keep your body supplied before the 
heat starts taking a toll.

Water Matters, 
but So Do Minerals

Water is still the foundation, and most 
people need more of it, especially in the 
morning and before going outside. But 
during summer heat, particularly if you 
are sweating heavily, your body may need 
more than water alone.

Sweat contains water and minerals, 
including sodium, potassium and magne-
sium. These minerals help your muscles, 
nerves, heart and brain function properly. 
That does not mean everyone needs ex-
pensive electrolyte powders or brightly 
colored sports drinks. Many people can 
support their mineral needs through reg-
ular meals, lightly salted foods, fruits, veg-
etables and simple homemade options.

Coconut water with citrus juice and a 
small pinch of salt can be an inexpensive 
choice for some people. Water with lem-
on or lime can also be refreshing. Anyone 
with kidney disease, heart disease, fluid 
restrictions or medications that affect 
fluid balance should talk with a health 
care provider before adding extra salt or 
electrolyte products. Good health advice 
should never be one-size-fits-all.

Who Needs to Be Extra Careful?

Everyone needs to respect Florida 

heat, but older adults, children, outdoor 
workers, active homeowners, new res-
idents and seasonal visitors should be 
especially mindful. Lawn crews, roof-
ers, farmers, mail carriers, construction 
workers, gardeners and anyone doing 
yard work are asking a great deal of their 
bodies.

People who are not yet accustomed 
to Florida’s summer heat should give 
themselves time to adjust. Hydration 
also becomes more important during 
hurricane season. When the power goes 
out and air conditioning stops, heat can 
quickly become a health issue, especially 
for people with chronic health conditions.

Simple Steps That Help

Start in the morning. Before coffee, 
errands or stepping outside to check the 
garden, drink a full glass of water. Your 
body has gone all night without a refill, 
and starting the day behind can catch up 
with you quickly.

Keep water where you can see it. A 
glass on the kitchen counter, a cup by 
your favorite chair or a bottle in the car 
can remind you to drink throughout the 
day. Most of us do not forget because 
we do not care. We forget because life 
gets busy.

Food can help, too. Cucumbers, water-
melon, oranges, tomatoes, celery, berries, 
leafy greens and soups all add fluid to the 
body. Summer produce can cool, refresh 
and support hydration.

The timing of outdoor chores matters 
as much as the water itself. Whenev-
er possible, save yard work, gardening, 
walking and errands for early morning or 
later in the evening. When you must be 
outside during the hottest part of the day, 
take real breaks. Step into the shade or 

air conditioning every 20 to 30 minutes, 
sit down and drink water. A break is not 
laziness. It is wisdom.

Pay attention to warning signs such as 
headache, dizziness, nausea, weakness, 
muscle cramps, confusion, heavy sweat-
ing or very little urination. Get cool, drink 
fluids and seek medical help if symptoms 
are severe or do not improve.

Because we live in hurricane coun-
try, hydration planning also belongs in 
every home emergency plan. Store at 
least one gallon of water per person per 
day for several days, and do not forget 
pets. Keep simple electrolyte options and 
shelf-stable foods on hand, and make a 
plan to check on vulnerable neighbors if 
the power goes out.

A Neighborly Reminder

One thing I already appreciate about 
this part of Florida is that people still look 
out for one another. That matters in the 
heat. Check on the older gentleman next 
door. Remind the kids to come inside for 
water. Offer the lawn crew a cold drink 
when you are able. Pay attention to the 
friend who says, “I’m fine,” but looks pale, 
tired or confused.

Hydration is ordinary, but it is pow-
erful. It begins with a glass of water, a 
little planning and enough respect for 
the Florida heat to act before your body 
has to shout.

This summer, do not wait until you are 
dizzy, headachy or worn out to take care 
of yourself. Drink before you are thirsty, 
and rest before you are exhausted. In a 
Florida summer, common sense may be 
one of the best health tools we have.

Until next time, be well.
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Under One Roof?

Capability. Commitment. Community. - Call for a Free Quote

LEHIGH ACRES — Champions Chris-
tian Academy (CCA) has completed the 
Florida Department of Education’s 
private school site visit process and 
was found to be in compliance with 
the requirements of Section 1002.421, 
Florida Statutes.

In a letter dated July 20th, the de-
partment said it had reviewed the 
school’s submitted documentation and 
concluded that Champions Christian 
Academy demonstrated compliance 
with the state’s private school site visit 
requirements. The department also 
thanked the school for its continued 
participation in Florida’s scholarship 
programs.

This milestone allows the newly es-
tablished Lehigh Acres private school to 
move forward with its opening for the 
2026-2027 academic year. Champions 
Christian Academy will serve students 
in grades six through 12 from its cam-
pus at 1251 Taylor Lane Ext.

The nonprofit, non-denominational 
Christian school was founded by Lo-
rena Peters, M.S. Ed., co-founder and 
principal, and Dr. Joseph Torregras-
so, co-founder and executive director. 
Its message, “Real Second Chances 
Through Faith and Education,” reflects 
a mission centered on students who 
have fallen behind, become discouraged 
or are at risk of leaving school without 
a diploma.

School leaders say many of the stu-
dents they hope to reach are older mid-

dle and high school students who need a 
more individualized path. Some may be 
several credits behind after years in a 
traditional classroom. By the time they 
arrive, the academic problem may also 
have become personal, with students 
feeling labeled, defeated or forgotten.

“A lot of these students have already 
been made to feel like failures,” Peters 
said in an earlier East Lee County News 
interview. “Before they can care about 
curriculum again, they have to know 
somebody truly cares about them.”

Champions Christian Academy is 
designed to be small, personal and 
faith-centered. Its educational model 
combines personalized coursework, 
small class sizes, teacher support, fam-
ily involvement, credit recovery, grad-
uation planning and Christian values. 
The school also plans to help students 
prepare for employment, technical 
training, college and life after gradu-
ation.

Instruction will be provided through 
Ignitia by Alpha Omega Publications, a 
nationally accredited technology-sup-
ported Christian curriculum. Leaders 
say the program will allow students 
to work at an appropriate pace while 
receiving direct guidance and account-
ability from teachers.

Torregrasso said the school was cre-
ated to stand in the gap for students 
whose learning style and progress may 
not fit a traditional graduation timeline. 
“If a student comes in with only three 

credits, there is no honest way to pre-
tend that student can be measured the 
same as someone who stayed on track 
from freshman year,” he said in the 
earlier article. “But that student’s life 
still matters. Their future still matters.”

Beyond academics, the school is ex-
ploring workforce connections, trade 
partnerships, apprenticeships and re-
lationships with local businesses. Its 
founders believe earning a diploma 
can change more than one student’s 
future by strengthening families and 
helping young people become workers, 
parents, business owners, mentors and 
contributors to the community.

“Our approval by the Florida De-
partment of Education is an incredible 
milestone, but it is only the beginning,” 
Peters said. “This journey has been 
built on faith, perseverance, countless 
hours of hard work, and the unwaver-
ing belief that every child deserves the 
opportunity to succeed.”

Torregrasso added that the academy 
was founded to provide hope, oppor-
tunity and a personalized educational 
experience where every student can 
thrive. “We are excited to partner with 
families and invest in the next genera-
tion of leaders,” he said.

The school participates in Florida 
scholarship programs, including schol-
arships administered through Step Up 
for Students. According to the academy, 
eligible families may qualify for scholar-
ship assistance that covers the full cost 

of tuition. The school is also pursuing 
accreditation through a recognized 
accrediting organization, a separate 
process that generally begins after a 
new school becomes operational and 
establishes a record of educational per-
formance and continued improvement.

Champions Christian Academy is 
also seeking community support, in-
cluding Chromebook donations, tech-
nology resources, church and business 
partners, workforce connections, trade 
and apprenticeship partners, donors 
and sponsors. School leaders have iden-
tified technology access as a priority as 
they prepare to serve students through 
individualized, computer-supported 
instruction.

Enrollment remains open for the 
2026-2027 school year. Families may 
schedule a campus tour Monday – Fri-
day from 8am to 3pm.  Additional in-
formation is available at ccapanthers.
net or by calling 239-634-2694.

Sources: Florida Department of Edu-
cation compliance letter dated July 20, 
2026; Champions Christian Academy 
press release; and the earlier East Lee 
County News article, “Christian School 
Offers At-Risk Youth New Hope.”

Champions Christian Academy will 
offer credit recovery, individualized 
instruction and faith-based support 
for students in grades 6 through 12.

Contact them at: CCAPanthers.net

New Lehigh School Clears State Review, Opens Doors
Special to the East Lee County News

Drink Before You’re Thirsty in Florida Heat
 By Angela Atkins, Integrative Health and Nutrition Coach | YourHealthUnbound.com
 Hometown Health | Simple ideas for healthier living in East Lee County
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Florida’s 19th Congressional Dis-
trict needs a representative who un-
derstands Congress, can evaluate leg-
islation, advocate for federal resources 
and operate an effective district office. 
In evaluating this race, I considered 
the duties of the office, relevant ex-
perience, stated priorities, ability to 
serve District 19 and preparedness to 
navigate the federal government. After 
reviewing those responsibilities and 
Ola Hawatmeh’s experience, I endorse 
Hawatmeh for the United States House 
of Representatives in Florida’s 19th 
Congressional District.

Experience That Fits the Job

A member of Congress must study 
and vote on federal legislation, serve 
on committees, oversee federal agen-
cies, review government spending, and 
represent the district. For Southwest 
Florida, that means addressing wa-
ter quality, hurricane preparedness, 
FEMA, infrastructure, agriculture, 
veterans, Social Security, Medicare, 
housing and small-business concerns. 
It also means maintaining an accessible 
district office capable of helping resi-
dents navigate federal agencies.

Hawatmeh’s strongest qualification 
is her service as a senior policy adviser 
in the office of U.S. Rep. Victoria Spartz 
of Indiana. Hawatmeh says she joined 
the office during a period of major staff 
turnover and assumed substantial 
policy and legislative responsibilities. 
According to Hawatmeh, she met with 
constituents, worked on veterans, ag-
riculture and health care issues, helped 
seek cosponsors for legislation and at-
tended congressional committee hear-
ings. She also describes involvement 
in negotiations surrounding major 
federal spending legislation, Spartz’s 
vote for Mike Johnson as Speaker of the 
House and an amendment associated 
with the Farm Bill.

Hawatmeh has provided East Lee 
County News with information regard-
ing her congressional service, although 
some specific legislative assignments 
and outcomes remain difficult to docu-
ment independently because much of a 
congressional staff member’s work oc-
curs behind the scenes. Voters should 
continue asking for details about the 
legislation and results connected to her 
efforts. Even with those questions, Ha-
watmeh’s congressional employment 
supports her central claim that she 
has firsthand knowledge of the legis-
lative process. Advising a member of 
Congress is not the same as holding the 
office, but her experience provides a 
foundation that could allow her to en-

ter Congress familiar with its proce-
dures, pressures and political realities.

Why That Experience 
Matters Now

With urgent infrastructure, water 
and hurricane-resiliency needs before 
us, experience navigating Congress 
would be a meaningful advantage from 
the first day in office. Communities 
throughout Lee County and Southwest 
Florida are growing rapidly while resi-
dents face pressing concerns involving 
water and sewer expansion, drainage, 
hurricane preparedness, roads and 
the rising cost of public infrastructure. 
Local governments cannot solve all of 
these problems alone.

District 19 needs a representative 
who understands how to identify fed-
eral programs, work with congres-
sional committees, coordinate with 
agencies and advocate for funding. 
Hawatmeh’s experience positions her 
to begin that work with an understand-
ing of how the federal process operates. 
The argument for Hawatmeh is not 
simply that she knows Washington. It 
is that Southwest Florida has immedi-
ate needs requiring someone who may 
be prepared to make Washington work 
more effectively for District 19.

A Focus on Southwest Florida

Hawatmeh describes herself as a 
problem solver. “When there are is-
sues, I find solutions,” she told East 
Lee County News. “As effective as I 
have been in Washington, D.C., I plan 
on being just as effective in Florida’s 
19th.” Her stated priorities include pur-
suing a hurricane evacuation center, 
securing federal assistance for water 
infrastructure and continuing her com-
munity work through the Lee County 
chapter of Moms for America, which 
she founded.

The hurricane and water-infra-
structure priorities are especially 
important to District 19. Eastern Lee 
County and other growing Southwest 
Florida communities face serious wa-
ter, sewer, drainage and storm-resil-
iency challenges. Residents should not 
be forced to bear unaffordable local as-
sessments without every reasonable 
federal funding opportunity being ex-
plored. A member of Congress cannot 
independently award grants or build 
local facilities, but the representative 
can identify federal programs, advo-
cate for funding and help local gov-
ernments navigate federal agencies. 
Hawatmeh’s Washington experience 
could provide a meaningful advantage 

as she begins that work.

Former Cape Coral Mayor 
Backs Hawatmeh

Hawatmeh has also received the 
endorsement of Joe Mazurkiewicz Jr., 
a former four-term Cape Coral mayor, 
a 58-year Southwest Florida resident 
and president of BJM Consulting, Inc. 
Mazurkiewicz served approximately 
10 years as mayor, gaining firsthand 
experience with growth, infrastruc-
ture, public utilities, local budgeting 
and the relationship between local, 
state and federal government. Through 
BJM Consulting, Mazurkiewicz remains 
actively involved in governmental and 
community issues facing Southwest 
Florida.

I am familiar with Mazurkiewicz’s 
public record and his continued in-
volvement in regional growth, infra-
structure and government issues. I am 
encouraged that Mazurkiewicz is sup-
porting Hawatmeh because his local 
knowledge and experience can help her 
deepen her understanding of Lee Coun-
ty and provide valuable guidance as she 
takes on the responsibilities of office. 
That relationship matters. Washing-
ton experience alone is not enough. A 
representative must also have trusted 
local connections capable of identifying 
problems, explaining community needs 
and helping turn federal opportunities 
into practical local results.

Mazurkiewicz’s support creates a 
valuable connection between Hawat-
meh’s congressional experience and his 
decades of work involving Southwest 
Florida government, infrastructure 
and community development. In his 
endorsement letter, Mazurkiewicz said 
he met with several candidates before 
concluding that Hawatmeh’s Washing-
ton experience, determination and pol-
icy knowledge made her the strongest 
choice. He praised her ability to “hit the 
ground running” and advocate for fed-
eral resources involving roads, water 
infrastructure and public utilities.

“Ola is laser-focused on delivering 
federal dollars to clean our water, se-
curing our borders, and protecting 
our way of life,” Mazurkiewicz wrote. 
He said his support was also based on 
spending time with Hawatmeh and 
observing her willingness to listen to 
Southwest Florida’s concerns. “That is 
why she has my complete and uncom-
promising endorsement,” he wrote. 
“She is the leader we need, focused 
solely on us, and she will not stop until 
we win.”

His endorsement carries weight not 
only because he is a former mayor, but 
also because he continues working on 
many of the same growth, utility and 
infrastructure challenges District 19 
faces today.

Why I Am 
Endorsing Hawatmeh

I believe candidates should be mea-
sured against the actual duties of the 
office, not simply by slogans, endorse-
ments or national political messaging. 
Hawatmeh has worked inside a con-
gressional office and participated in 
policy, legislative and constituent mat-
ters. Her business, communications, 
advocacy and community-organizing 
experience further suggests that she 
can build relationships, communicate 
effectively and operate under pressure.

Questions remain about the specific 
legislation she worked on and the de-
tails of her plans for water, hurricane 
preparedness, agriculture and constit-
uent services. Those questions should 
continue to be asked. An endorsement 
does not exempt any candidate from 
scrutiny. However, Hawatmeh possess-
es experience directly connected to the 
position she seeks. She also has the 
support of an experienced local leader 
who understands Lee County’s prob-
lems and can help connect her Wash-
ington knowledge to the immediate 
needs of District 19.

Southwest Florida is not waiting on 
abstract policy debates. Our communi-
ties are dealing now with water infra-
structure, hurricane resiliency, road 
needs, rapid growth and rising costs 
for residents. I believe Hawatmeh’s con-
gressional experience, stated priorities 
and growing local relationships make 
her the candidate best prepared to 
represent District 19 effectively from 
the beginning of her term. For those 
reasons, I endorse Ola Hawatmeh for 
the United States House of Represen-
tatives in Florida’s 19th Congressional 
District.

This endorsement represents the in-
dependent editorial opinion of Katrina 
Salokar, editor and publisher of East Lee 
County News, The ROAR. It was prepared 
and published independently of any ad-
vertising purchased by the candidate or 
her campaign.

OLA
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Ola Hawatmeh Is Prepared to Represent District 19
EDITORIAL ENDORSEMENT | By Katrina Salokar, Editor and Publisher of the East Lee County News, The ROAR
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Lee County is experiencing tre-
mendous growth, and with that 
growth come important decisions 
about our future. The choices we 
make today will determine the qual-
ity of life for generations to come.

Growth Must Be 
Planned Responsibly

I strongly believe that growth 
should pay for growth.

Existing taxpayers should not be 
left responsible for the roads, inter-
sections, utilities, parks, schools, and 
public safety infrastructure needed 
to support new development.

Lee County’s growth has brought 
many opportunities, but we must 
acknowledge that development has 
often moved faster than the infra-
structure needed to support it. Many 
residents experience the consequenc-
es every day through traffic conges-
tion, crowded roads and increased 
pressure on public services.

Moving forward, I believe new de-
velopment should contribute its fair 
share through impact fees, propor-
tionate-share agreements and other 
lawful developer contributions. Flori-
da law requires impact fees to be pro-
portional and reasonably connected 
to the additional infrastructure needs 
created by new construction. Before 
approving major developments, we 
must ask: Who is paying for the in-
frastructure? When will it be built? 
Will existing taxpayers be asked to 
subsidize it?1

Growth itself is not the problem. 
Poorly planned growth is. Respon-
sible growth means ensuring infra-
structure keeps pace with develop-
ment.

Protecting Taxpayers and 
Prioritizing Infrastructure

When considering additional rev-
enue sources, including proposals for 
an infrastructure sales tax, I believe 
government must first demonstrate 
that existing taxpayer dollars are be-
ing spent wisely.

Lee County’s budget has grown 
substantially over time. As revenues 
increase, we must continue evalu-
ating how resources are prioritized 
and whether spending aligns with the 
community’s most important needs. 
Lee County publishes its annual op-
erating and capital budget books for 
public review.2

Instead of asking families to pay 
more, I believe we need a transpar-
ent, long-term infrastructure plan 
that identifies priorities, funding 
sources, timelines, and accountability 
measures. Taxpayers deserve confi-

dence that every dollar is being used 
effectively.

Let the Voters Decide 
on Single-Member Districts

The issue of single-member dis-
tricts is important, and I believe Lee 
County voters should ultimately de-
cide how their commissioners are 
elected. A referendum on the ques-
tion is scheduled for the November 3, 
2026, general election.3

There are valid arguments on both 
sides. Some believe single-member 
districts strengthen representation 
by ensuring commissioners are di-
rectly accountable to residents of 
their own district. Others believe the 
current at-large system encourages 
commissioners to consider the needs 
of the entire county.

My own experience has given me a 
unique perspective. In the 2024 Dis-
trict 5 Republican primary, I received 
approximately 65% of the votes cast 
within District 5, according to a cam-
paign precinct analysis, but the office 
was decided by countywide voting. 
The official countywide result was 
44.67% for my campaign and 55.33% 
for my opponent. Lee County’s char-
ter currently requires commissioners 
to reside in a district but be elected 
countywide.4

However, this issue is much big-
ger than any one candidate or any one 
election.

My position is simple: The people 
should decide. If voters choose sin-
gle-member districts, I will respect 
that decision. If they choose to main-
tain the current system, I will respect 
that as well.

Supporting Smarter Growth

Growth is inevitable. The question 
is whether we manage it responsibly.

If smart growth means approving 
development faster than we build 
roads, drainage systems, utilities, 
and public safety infrastructure, then 
I do not believe we have consistently 
achieved smart growth.

Smarter growth begins with re-
specting the Comprehensive Plan 
and ensuring development decisions 
reflect the long-term interests of the 
community.

When repeated amendments and 
rezonings allow development pat-
terns that exceed what infrastructure 
can support, the result is predictable: 
more traffic, greater strain on public 
services, and impacts to neighbor-
hood character.

I support responsible develop-
ment, but it must be supported by 
adequate infrastructure. I also be-
lieve we must support local builders, 
tradespeople and small businesses 
that invest in our community and 
take pride in their work.

Growth should create opportuni-
ties for local businesses and not sim-
ply reward a model focused only on 
increasing unit counts.

Protecting Conservation 
and Water Quality

I strongly support restoring fund-
ing to Conservation 20/20 because 
protecting our natural resources is 
essential to Lee County’s future.

In 2016, 84% of Lee County voters 
supported continuing the Conserva-
tion 20/20 program. They sent a clear 
message that preserving environ-
mentally sensitive lands, protecting 
water quality, and maintaining our 
quality of life matter.5

As Lee County continues to grow, 
conservation becomes even more im-
portant.

Water quality is also a critical 
concern. Basin Management Action 
Plans, or BMAPs, are state-developed, 
site-specific strategies intended to 
reduce pollutant loads and restore 
impaired waterbodies. We must 
continue investing in stormwater 
improvements, wastewater infra-
structure, septic-system solutions 
and natural lands that help protect 
our waterways.6

Clean water is not only an environ-
mental issue. It is an economic issue 
that affects tourism, fishing, agricul-
ture, property values and our overall 
quality of life.

Government Must Be 
Transparent and Accountable

I believe government works best 
when it operates openly and trans-
parently.

The public deserves access to ac-
curate information and meaningful 
opportunities to participate in deci-
sions that affect their lives.

While the County’s Public Infor-
mation Office serves an important 
purpose, transparency requires more 
than prepared statements. Residents 
and journalists should have reason-
able access to the experts who under-
stand the issues being discussed.

Transparency also means making 
records accessible, explaining deci-
sions clearly and ensuring residents 
have a voice before major decisions 
are finalized.

Government does not exist to 
manage public perception. It exists 
to serve the public.

Moving Lee County Forward

The decisions we make today will 
define the Lee County our children 
and grandchildren inherit tomorrow.

Our community is growing, and 
that growth brings tremendous op-
portunity. It also requires thought-
ful leadership, responsible planning 
and a commitment to doing things 
the right way. We must ensure in-
frastructure keeps pace with devel-
opment, taxpayers are treated as 
partners and not merely a source of 
revenue, natural resources are pro-
tected, and government remains ac-
countable to the people it serves.

The future of Lee County should 
not be shaped by short-term deci-
sions or the interests of a select few. 
It should be guided by what is best 
for the families, businesses and com-
munities that call Lee County home.

My commitment is simple: listen 
to residents, ask the tough questions, 
protect taxpayers, support responsi-
ble growth and make decisions based 
on what will strengthen Lee County 
for generations to come.

Leadership is not only about man-
aging today’s challenges. It is about 
having the courage and vision to 
protect the future we are building 
together.

Sources and Notes
1. Florida Statutes §163.31801, Flor-
ida Impact Fee Act. 
2. Lee County Budget Services, An-
nual Operating and Capital Budget 
Books, including FY 2025-26.
3. Lee County single-member-dis-
trict referendum information; the 
vote is scheduled for Nov. 3, 2026. 
4. Lee County Charter, Article II; 
Lee County Supervisor of Elections, 
official Aug. 20, 2024 primary 
results. The approximately 65% 
within-district figure is identified as 
a campaign precinct analysis, not a 
separately published official dis-
trict-only result.
5. Lee County Conservation 20/20 
land-management records state that 
the 2016 continuation referendum 
passed with an 84% majority. 
6. Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection, Basin Manage-
ment Action Plans. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is candidate 
commentary submitted by Amanda 
Cochran. The views expressed are the 
author’s. East Lee County News added 
source citations for factual context and 
verification.
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ALVA - Public hearings for the Caloosa 
80 proposal have moved from August to 
September, giving residents more time 
to prepare for a land-use decision that 
could shape Alva’s rural future.

The comprehensive plan amendment 
is scheduled for a Lee County Board of 
County Commissioners hearing Wednes-
day, Sept. 2. The related Hearing Exam-
iner, or HEX, hearing is Thursday, Sept. 
17. Residents should confirm final times, 
rooms and agenda links through Lee 
County’s official agenda system.

Why the location matters

The central question is whether Lee 
County should redesignate roughly 92 
acres within a larger 192-acre project 
from Rural to Sub-Outlying Suburban, 
potentially allowing about 720 homes 
and 30,000 square feet of commercial 
development.

The site sits beside Hickey Creek Mit-
igation Park, east of Bateman Road and 
south of Palm Beach Boulevard. The sur-
rounding area is not a built-out suburban 
corridor; it includes low-density homes, 
pasture, open land, conservation areas 
and agricultural uses.

Supporters of Alva’s rural protections 
argue the proposal would introduce a 
suburban pattern where the adopted 
community plan was intended to pre-

serve rural character, agriculture, natural 
resources and lower-intensity develop-
ment.

A planning question, not 
just a growth fight

Opponents say this is not simply resis-
tance to growth. The question is whether 
the requested change is consistent with 
the Lee Plan and the Alva Community 
Plan.

Alva’s Community Plan is intended 
to protect the area’s rural, historic and 
agricultural identity. Residents say Ca-
loosa 80 would increase development 
intensity on land that remains within 
that rural planning framework.

They also warn of precedent: approval 
could be cited in future requests for simi-
lar rural-to-suburban changes along State 
Road 80 and elsewhere in Alva.

Infrastructure and 
public services

Road capacity, emergency services, 
water, sewer, evacuation planning and 
other public-service levels are expected 
to be central issues. Advocates question 
whether existing infrastructure can sup-
port the intensity that could follow the 
land-use change.

They are also concerned that extend-

ing water and sewer into rural land could 
encourage additional suburban growth 
beyond this site.

Wildlife and habitat concerns

Community advocates say the proper-
ty and surrounding area provide habitat 
for documented Florida panthers, Audu-
bon’s crested caracara, gopher tortoises 
and Southern fox squirrels.

Because the site borders Hickey Creek 
Mitigation Park, opponents want habitat 
loss, wildlife corridors, road mortality, 
species surveys, mitigation and cumula-
tive impacts fully addressed before any 
rural-to-suburban conversion.

The broader question is whether de-
velopment should be intensified beside 
conservation land before the long-term 
effects are understood.

Two tracks, two different 
public participation rules

Caloosa 80 involves two government 
processes with different participation 
rules.

For the comprehensive plan amend-
ment, residents may contact County Com-
missioners, submit written comments, 
and attend the Board hearing. This stage 
concerns whether Lee County should 
change its adopted future land-use map 

and planning framework.

The zoning application is quasi-judi-
cial and operates more like a court pro-
ceeding. Residents should not privately 
lobby commissioners, the Hearing Exam-
iner, or their staff about the merits of the 
pending zoning case. Zoning concerns 
should be placed in the public record 
through the formal hearing process.

Lee County guidance states that any-
one who wants to speak at the final BOCC 
zoning hearing must first give verbal 
testimony at the HEX hearing. Written 
comments alone do not preserve that 
opportunity.

Residents who may want to speak 
during the final zoning step should there-
fore attend and speak at the Thursday, 
Sept. 17, HEX hearing.

Bottom line

Caloosa 80 is a test of whether Alva’s 
adopted rural protections will hold as 
development pressure moves east.

For residents who support ‘Keep Alva 
Rural,’ the message is simple: review the 
proposal, prepare comments, follow the 
correct process and show up. The dates 
changed, but the issue did not.

The Caloosa 80 MPD master concept shows proposed roads, development cells, 
preserve areas, access points, a daily-cover soil stockpile and connections to Palm 

Beach Boulevard and nearby roads. Source: master concept 
image provided to East Lee County News.

The master concept image below illustrates the proposed scale and internal 
layout and should be considered alongside the aerial map 

showing the site’s rural setting.

The property is generally east of Bateman Road and south of Palm Beach Bou-
levard, directly beside Hickey Creek Mitigation Park. The aerial image shows the 
surrounding rural pattern of scattered homes, open land, woods and agricultural 

uses. Source: project location map provided to East Lee County News.
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Recently, a friend’s twenty-some-
thing child was worried that AI would 
take their job. The parents worry as 
well.  They’re not wrong to wonder 
— but the part of the story getting 
told isn’t the part that matters. History 
says machines leave us with different 
jobs, not none. It also says the outcome 
depends entirely on who’s managing 
the handoff — and that’s worth asking 
about.

Every major leap in technology 
has come with the same prediction: 
machines will replace us, and we’ll be 
left with nothing to do. The Luddites 
smashed weaving looms in the 1810s, 
certain — correctly, in the short term 
— that automation would end their 
trade. A century later, tractors emptied 
the farms, pushing millions into cities. 
In 1952, economist Wassily Leontief 
warned that humans would become 
like horses: obsolete, replaced by ma-
chines, kept around mostly out of sen-
timent. The fear was serious enough 
that President Johnson convened a 
national commission on automation 
in 1964. Each time, the prediction of 
mass idleness turned out to be wrong. 

New jobs emerged that nobody had the 
imagination to predict beforehand — 
mechanics and gas station owners after 
the automobile, an entire knowledge 
economy after the personal computer.

So no, AI probably won’t leave us 
all sitting at home. New work tends to 
show up eventually. But ‘eventually’ has 
hidden a lot of damage — the jobs that 
show up often don’t always pay as well 
as the ones that disappeared, and they 
rarely go to the same people who lost 
the original ones. Too often, the tran-
sition has simply been left to chance, 
with everyone assuming the market 
would sort it out on its own. It rarely 
does. The transitions that worked were 
the ones where someone planned for 
the disruption before it hit — not after.

The transitions that worked shared 
a pattern: the gains were broad, real 
investment backed the retraining, and 
the timeline gave people room to ad-
just. The GI Bill turned veterans into 
a postwar middle class. Germany’s 
apprenticeship system has retrained 
workers alongside industrial change 
for decades.

The transitions that failed shared 
a different pattern. When Rust Belt 
manufacturing collapsed, no serious 
retraining followed — and Youngstown, 
Flint, and Detroit are still living with the 
cost forty years later. Productivity gains 
flowed to the people who owned the 
machines, not the people who’d been 
replaced by them. And the assumption 
that markets would simply self-correct 
turned out to be wrong at the human 
timescale.

Here’s the part worth sitting with. 
The last time a handful of companies 
got this big, this fast, with this little 
oversight, the wealth piled up at the top 
while the costs landed on everyone else 
— and it took a Depression and a Dust 
Bowl before anyone seriously corrected 
course. The Dust Bowl was the worst 
man-made environmental disaster in 
U.S. history, and it happened because 
nobody was watching what unchecked 
extraction was doing to the land until 
the land gave out. Nobody planned 
for the outcome.  Data center build-
out raises a similar concern, just with 
electricity, water, and noise instead of 
soil. Who’s planning now?  When con-

centrated power goes unquestioned for 
long enough — and the workers most 
likely to be displaced by the machines 
these centers run have the least say in 
any of it. That’s not a prediction. It’s a 
pattern worth watching closely.

We’ve survived this kind of transi-
tion before. We’ve also botched it badly 
enough to take a generation to recover. 
Which one this becomes won’t be de-
cided by the people promising you a 
future without work. People who profit 
from your inattention are rarely the 
ones who’ll warn you to pay attention.

Next month: What a data center is, 
how different types operate, and why 
those differences matter to the com-
munities where they are built.

Clara Byte spent thirty years as a 
mechanic. She got into the habit of 
checking under the hood before be-
lieving what’s on the sticker. Now she 
writes when she can no longer stay 
quiet.

Caloosa 80 Hearings Reset as Alva Prepares
Submitted by Concerned Citizens for Lee County | Special to EastLeeNews.com

CALOOSA 80: KEY DATES AND PARTICIPATION RULES
Topic What residents should know
Comprehensive plan Wednesday, Sept. 2: Contact commissioners, submit written comments and attend 

the BOCC hearing.

HEX zoning hearing Thursday, Sept. 17: To preserve the opportunity to speak at the final BOCC zoning 
hearing, speak on the record at HEX.

Keep the tracks separate Commissioner contact is appropriate on the plan amendment. For zoning, avoid 
private lobbying and place comments in the formal record.

Verify details Confirm times, rooms, and agenda links through Lee County official agendas and 
Alva Inc. updates.

Tech Bros Say AI Will Pay You to Stay Home. It Won’t
By Clara Byte | Special to the EastLeeNews.com

Visit Our Website  
www.EASTLEENEWS.com
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Primary elections often have low 
voter turnout, and many voters leave 
judicial races blank because they are 
hesitant to choose someone about 
whom they know very little. Judicial 
elections are nonpartisan, and candi-
dates must follow rules designed to 
protect the impartiality and indepen-
dence of the courts. Those restrictions 
limit what candidates may say about 
political organizations, other candi-
dates, and issues that could come be-
fore them as judges. So how can voters 
make an informed choice?

The answer is to read, listen, and 
share reliable information. Judicial 
candidates attend forums sponsored 
by charitable and community organi-
zations, while newspapers and social 
media help introduce them to the pub-
lic. Candidates also complete question-
naires for organizations such as the 
League of Women Voters, Ballotpedia, 
and The Florida Bar, which provides 
judicial-election information for voters. 
There are four candidates competing 
for two contested seats in the 20th 
Judicial Circuit. I am a candidate for 
Group 19, and I would like voters to 
know more about the experience I 
would bring to the bench.

A Lifetime of Learning 
and Legal Experience

I believe in working hard and that 
no one is ever too old to learn new 

things or pursue new goals. I was 16 
when I graduated from an arts high 
school in Detroit. I earned a bache-
lor’s degree in psychology from the 
University of Michigan during the 
month I turned 19. I began working 
full time during my final year at Loyola 
University Chicago School of Law and 
received my Juris Doctor at age 22.

My legal career has taken me from 
the homicide unit in Chicago to con-
tracts and business law for four in-
ternational corporations across four 
states. I earned a master’s degree and 
practiced taxation in Pennsylvania, 
became a mediator in Florida, and 
found my calling as a family law attor-
ney at age 39. I have been licensed to 
practice law for more than 45 years, 
have practiced family law in Southwest 
Florida for 30 years, and have been a 
voter for more than 50 years.

I also understand many of the chal-
lenges people bring into court. I have 
experienced operating a business, 
owning a home, parenting, divorce, 
lawsuits, and the deaths of loved ones. 
I have served as a mediator since 1996 
and have participated in the collab-
orative-law movement since 2000. 
The principles used in mediation and 
collaborative law can help make court-
rooms more efficient, and I pledge to 
bring that experience to the bench.

The Temperament to Serve

I believe one of my greatest 
strengths is possessing a judicial de-
meanor. A trial court judge applies the 
law and does not make the law based 
on personal beliefs. A good judge is 
patient, listens carefully, makes de-
cisions, and treats the public and at-
torneys with respect. I experienced 
the responsibilities of judicial deci-
sion-making firsthand while serving 
as a night court child-support hearing 
officer during the 1990s.

Our circuit also needs judges who 
are trained and experienced in family 
law. Although family law is part of 
civil law, it operates under its own 
Rules of Procedure, with the Rules of 
Civil Procedure applied secondarily. 
It requires knowledge of numerous 
chapters of the Florida Statutes, as well 
as an understanding of psychology, fi-
nance, and the practical consequences 
court decisions can have on children, 
parents, property, and a family’s long-
term financial security. A judge with 
substantial family law experience can 
recognize the central issues sooner, 
manage complex cases more effective-
ly, and make decisions grounded in 
both the law and the realities families 
bring into the courtroom.

Experience, Independence and 
Public Confidence

Voters have an opportunity in the 
August election to choose judges based 
on their knowledge, experience, tem-
perament and ability to apply the law 
impartially. A judge must not only be 
impartial but must also give the public 
confidence that judicial decisions will 
not be influenced by political pressure, 
endorsements or campaign contribu-
tions.

I do not accept contributions from 
political committees or endorsements 
from elected officials. I believe the 
public deserves a judge with demon-
strated impartiality, a broad base of 
legal knowledge, significant courtroom 
and professional experience, and an 
understanding of the real-life chal-
lenges faced by the people who come 
before the court.

When deciding how to vote in a ju-
dicial race, learn about each candidate, 
compare their experience and quali-
fications, attend or watch candidate 
forums, and review the information 
they provide. Judicial races may be 
nonpartisan, but they are among the 
most important decisions voters make.

Vera Bergermann is a candidate 
for 20th Judicial Circuit Court Judge, 
Group 19. 

Paid by Vera Bergermann, Non-Par-
tisan, for Circuit Court Judge. 

How Do Voters Choose a Judge? 
By Vera Bergermann, Candidate for 20th Judicial Circuit Court, Group 19 

veraforjudge.com
Paid by Vera Bergermann, Non-Partisan for Circuit Court Judge. This page is maintained by the Vera Bergermann Campaign Committee.

Contributions to the Campaign are being solicited by the Vera Bergermann Campaign Committee.

ELECT THE ATTORNEY THAT BRINGS MORE TO THE BENCH
45 YEARS OF PRACTICING LAW. 

NO SHORTCUTS. NO FAVORS OWED. 

Over the past 
several months 
on the campaign 
trail, I have had 
the privilege of 
speaking with hun-
dreds of employees 
throughout the 
School District of 
Lee County, includ-

ing teachers, bus drivers, custodians, 
cafeteria workers, administrative staff, 
maintenance personnel, security offi-
cers, principals and support profession-
als. Many of those conversations have 
happened quietly in hallways, parking 
lots, restaurants, churches, community 
events and even grocery stores.

What has struck me most is not 
simply what people have shared. It is 
what happens when I ask one simple 
question: “Would you be willing to say 
that publicly?” More often than not, the 
answer is the same: “No. I’m afraid.”

Some fear losing opportunities. 
Some fear being labeled as difficult. 
Others worry about becoming profes-
sionally isolated or facing consequenc-
es they cannot afford while supporting 
their families.

That fear is not just anecdotal. It 
also appears in the numbers. Gallup’s 
current workplace data found that 
only about one in four U.S. employees 
strongly agree that their opinions count 
at work. Whether silence comes from 
personal experience, stories employees 
have heard or the culture they perceive, 
the result is the same: People remain 

reluctant to speak openly.

That should concern every member 
of our community because Lee County’s 
own numbers show the challenge the 
district faces in retaining teachers. The 
district reported a teacher-retention 
rate of 84.4 percent for the 2023-2024 
period. At a May 2025 School Board 
meeting, district officials also reported 
that 197 teachers had been hired since 
Aug. 28, 2024, while 253 had separated 
from the district during that period.

Human Resources Executive Direc-
tor Dr. Shanna Johnston acknowledged 
that improving retention by 1 percent 
per year “is not going to cut it.” School 
Board member William Ribble likewise 
warned that moving the needle at that 
pace would not fix the district’s teach-
er-retention problem.

This is not only a hiring problem. It 
is also a culture problem. Recent Gal-
lup research found that 44 percent of 
K-12 teachers report feeling burned 
out “always” or “very often” and that 
teachers work an average of approxi-
mately 50 hours per week. Burnout and 
silence feed each other. When people 
do not feel safe identifying a problem, 
the problem does not get fixed, and 
the exhaustion created by continually 
working around it only grows.

Public education works best when 
educators and employees feel safe shar-
ing ideas, raising concerns, identifying 
problems, and offering solutions. A 
healthy organization welcomes con-
structive feedback because it under-

stands that those closest to the work 
often have the clearest view of what 
needs improvement. Silence may pre-
serve comfort, but it rarely produces 
excellence. When employees believe 
that speaking honestly could come at a 
personal cost, leaders lose something 
invaluable: the truth.

The people working in our schools 
every day possess knowledge that no 
report can fully capture. They know 
where resources are falling short. They 
understand the challenges students 
face. They recognize inefficiencies, 
safety concerns, staffing issues and 
opportunities for improvement long be-
fore those matters appear on an agenda 
or in a budget document. If those voices 
remain unheard, everyone loses, espe-
cially our students.

Creating a culture in which employ-
ees feel respected and psychologically 
safe is not just a management issue. It is 
a governance issue. Lee County has tak-
en a step in the right direction by estab-
lishing an Organizational Development 
and Retention Department focused on 
retention initiatives, mentorship, pro-
fessional growth, and career stability.

That is a start, but formal programs 
and employee surveys only work when 
people trust that answering honestly 
will not result in retaliation. Building 
that trust is a board-level responsibili-
ty, not just an administrative initiative.

School Board members should foster 
an environment in which transparency 
is encouraged, differing opinions are 

respected, and employees know that 
raising concerns will be viewed as a 
contribution rather than a liability.

As a candidate for the Lee County 
School Board, I want our district to be-
come a place where people feel empow-
ered to speak honestly because they 
know their voices matter. Leadership is 
not measured by how quiet an organi-
zation becomes. It is measured by how 
willing people are to tell the truth.

Our educators and support profes-
sionals deserve to work in an environ-
ment built on trust, respect, and open 
communication. When they thrive, our 
classrooms thrive. When our class-
rooms thrive, our students have the 
opportunity to do the same.

The strongest school districts are 
not those without criticism. They are 
the ones courageous enough to listen.

Sources: Gallup, U.S. Employee En-
gagement Indicators; Gallup and Wal-
ton Family Foundation, Teaching for To-
morrow; School District of Lee County 
public records and presentations; Cape 
Coral Breeze reporting on the May 2025 
Lee County School Board discussion re-
garding teacher hiring and retention.

The views expressed in this com-
mentary are those of the author.

Political advertisement paid for and 
approved by Carline Saintilus, candi-
date for Lee County School Board, Dis-
trict 5.

The Voices We Don’t Hear: No Place for Fear in Schools
By Carline Saintilus, candidate for Lee County School Board, District 5 | Special to EastLeeNews.com
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(239) 674 - 9060
4316 LEE BLVD. UNIT 11, LEHIGH ACRES, FL 33971

INFO@LIGHTHOUSEPET.COM 

DR. LAURA WOODWARD, OWNER

LIGHTHOUSE PET CLINIC 
IS LEHIGH’S PET CLINIC

NNOOWW  OOFFFFEERRIINNGG  PPUUPPPPYY  
TTRRAAIINNIINNGG  CCLLAASSSSEESS!!!!

  CCAALLLL  TTRRAAIINNEERR  MMAARRYY--FFRRAANNCCEESS  
AATT  ((223399))  440000--33661155

Visit Our Website www.EASTLEENEWS.com or
Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/EastLeeCountyNews

FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing In
Residential Properties

Services

Metal & Shingle Roofing
Repairs/New Construction
Roof Inspections
Seamless Gutters
Soffit & Fascia

863-517-9922
Tricoroofing@yahoo.com

FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED

LICENSE #CCC1325814

WE WORK WELL 
UNDER PRESSURE!

239-980-6889
PressureWashingOfFlorida.com

pressurewashingofflorida@gmail.com

OUR SERVICES
Exterior Cleaning

(Houses, Garages, Barns, Pool Cages, Commercial Buildings, and More!)
Roof Wash • Driveways • Docks • Sidewalks

COMMERCIAL 
ROOF WASHING 

DONE RIGHT!

CONDO TOWERS, LARGE COMMERCIAL 
BUILDINGS, AND MORE

*WE DO NOT WALK ON ROOFS*

YOU’RE INVITED!
Network, Socialize, and Connect With 

Professional Women of the Community 

MEETING IS FREE—PLUS THE COST OF LUNCH

SWFLBA.COM • 239-470-5611

3RD FRIDAY of EVERY MONTH 
12:00 PM — 1:00 PM

Sign Up at:
www.SWFLBA.com/ladies-lead-club
 For Locations and Information

KATRINA SALOKAR • 239-470-5611

Rooster’s Produce on Route 80
Open Mon-Sat 9AM to 6PM
Sunday 10AM to 5PM
15500 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL 33920  
(239) 690-3108

While you’re enjoying 
your milkshake, head on 
over to the plant section! 

PEACH MILKSHAKES! 

•  Peaches
• White Peaches
• Donut Peaches
• White & Yellow Nectarine
• Red, cherry, strawberry & black 

plum
• Plumogranate Plumcots
• Fresh squeezed sugar cane
• Frozen rhubarb
• Local fresh watermelons
• Potatoes
• Fresh Lettuce

STONEFRUIT SEASON 
IS OFFICIALLY 

IN FULL SWING!

Supporting Small Farms Everywheres 



OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

—CALL FOR YOUR—

FREE
ESTIMATE
239-898-3528
Licensed & Insured

Bringing You 20 Years of Experience!

SCREEN REPAIR SPECIALS
PER PANEL PRICING

Materials In-Stock GUARANTEED!

haworthbuilders.com

• Decks
• Flooring
• Painting

• Windows
• Room Additions
• Kitchen & Bath Remodels

OPS@HAWORTHBUILDERSFL.COM

CALL TIM TODAY!
(239) 220-8104

SERVING ALL OF EAST LEE COUNTY!SERVING ALL OF EAST LEE COUNTY!
BUILD • REMODEL • IMPROVE

Master Carpenter Since 
Licensed & Insured
CP-12-00865 | CGC151627

DELIVERY
PICK-UP/TAKE-OUT
Delivery Area Includes: Gateway, The
Forum, Buckingham & Most of Lehigh

(239) 491-2203

4316 Lee Blvd, Unit 7 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33971
(239) 491-2203 | www.lehighyummy.com

11:00am–10:00pm
Tuesday-Sunday | Closed Mondays

YOUR GOALS ARE OUR GOALS
Acquire or Build Your Own Franchise to Gain Unlimited Earning Potential

“We will match you with a franchise that works for you 
and guide you through the steps to achieve your goals, 

from the purchasing phase to marketing.”
— Katrina Salokar, Broker, Developer, Consultant

239-470-5611  |  FRANCHISEINFLORIDA.COM
INFO@FRANCHISEOPPORTUNITIESFL.COM

How we can help YOU: How we can help YOU: 
Personalized service
Long term support
EXPERT MARKETING SERVICES

BUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCEBUY OR SELL WITH CONFIDENCE
EXCLUSIVE franchiser toolsEXCLUSIVE franchiser tools
ACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATAACCESS TO INDUSTRY DATA

Call for a free consultation!

Wealth  |  Investments  |  Freedom

• NEW CUSTOM CABINETS 
• CABINET REFACING
• COUNTER TOPS
• BACK SPLASH

Bringing Your Vision to Life

  Naples, FL
  239-281-2854
  Dustin@3Dcabinets.com
  3DCABINETSNAPLES.COM

WESTMINSTER
FLORIST
(239) 368-2375
50 Westminster St N
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 
Monday-Saturday
9:00AM - 5:00PM

1-866-998-6160 • FloristLehighAcres.com
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I’ve Lived it.
Built. Scaled. Sold.

For Owner-Operated Businesses 
Considering an EXIT in the Next 1-3 Years

Denise S. Houghtaling 
CMAP | CBI | CEPA | ABI 
M&A Advisor to Operator-Led Businesses 
239-822-8015 
Denise@DeniseSellsBusinesses.com

Built, Scaled, and Sold Multiple 
Businesses, including a private 
equity exit
 
Experience on Both Sides: 
Buyer & Seller
 
Understands the real risks and 
decisions owners face
 
Focused on maximizing your Exit, 
not just closing a deal

Real operator experience 

Strategic deal positioning 

Exit-focused planning 

Confidential, no-pressure guidance 

       Positioned for stronger 
       offers and better exits

BOUGHT & SOLD 6 BUSINESSES, INCLUDING A PRIVATE EQUITY 

My Experience What You Get Working With Me

Built from the ground up. Scaled into multiple facilities. Successfully exited.

Chain Link • Wood • VinylChain Link • Wood • Vinyl
Metal/Privacy • OrnamentalMetal/Privacy • Ornamental

239-306-3661239-306-3661
Pedro Fuentes, Owner • Se Habla EspañolPedro Fuentes, Owner • Se Habla Español

FENCE_1@AOL.COM • FENCE1CORP.COMFENCE_1@AOL.COM • FENCE1CORP.COM

To place your ad in the Business Billboard call us at (239) 470-5611
BUSINESS   BILLBOARDBUSINESS   BILLBOARD

GatewayMiniSpa.com

HAIR • MASSAGE • FACIAL • NAILS • WAXING • AND MORE

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT (239) 561-1150
13120 Westlinks Terrace, Suite 9  •  Fort Myers, FL 33913

For 25 years, Gateway Mini Spa has been the trusted choice for 
professional spa services, personalized care, and consistently

top-rated experiences. Thank you to our loyal clients and community
for making this milestone possible.
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PARADISECREATIVEGROUP.COM

12801 COMMERCE LAKES DRIVE, #26
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 33913  239.908.4581

READY TO SUPERCHARGE
YOUR BUSINESS?

READY TO SUPERCHARGE
YOUR BUSINESS?

• Web Design
• Social Media
• Graphics & Print
• Revenue Management
• Native Advertising
• SEO & PPC
• E-Commerce

• Destination Marketing
• Public Relations
• Branding
• Full-Service Printing
• Direct & Email Marketing
• Event Management
• Hospitality Management



LOOKING FOR A PROFESSIONAL
FULL SERVICE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANY?

• SHELLIE HAS THE EXPERTISE TO MARKET YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY
• A PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ATTORNEY PREPARED LEASE THAT 

WORKS FOR YOU
• LICENSED & INSURED VENDORS READY TO DO REPAIRS AT 

REASONABLE RATES — NO SURCHARGE
• A MANAGEMENT PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES YOU WITH MONTHLY 

STATEMENTS & CHECKS
• END OF YEAR INCOME STATEMENTS & QUARTERLY INSPECTIONS

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN WHAT OUR 40+ YEARS OF 
TRUSTED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CAN DO FOR YOU

239-369-5892

C. Bagans First
30 Colorado Road, Lehigh Acres, 

FL 33936

Telephone 239-369-5892Shellie Vahue
Property Manager

WE HAVE WELL QUALIFIED TENANTS READY TO MOVE IN TODAY!

BUYERS BEWARE!!!!
Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees when you 
purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction 
fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

Se Habla 
Español

Serving the Lehigh Acres Real Estate Community Since 1979

Realty World C. Bagans First
Realty World International
#1 OFFICE

OVER 2100 SQUARE FEET, 3 bedroom 2.5 
bath with FENCED BACKYARD AND CANAL 
VIEWS, NEW ROOF 2018, NEW HVAC 2024, NEW 
WATER HEATER 2020. Oversized yard, 24x10 
screened lanai plus 10x20 deck overlooking the 
backyard. High ceilings, crown molding, formal 

dining, living room and family room. Kitchen has granite counters, large breakfast 
bar, stainless appliances, French door fridge, built in wine cooler. Extra granite 
topped cabinet space off family room with coffee bar and built in desk. LUXURY 
VINYL PLANK FLOORS, TILE BATHROOMS, PLANTATION SHUTTERS. Primary suite 
has dual walk in closets, dual sinks, soaking tub, tiled walk in shower. Half bath off 
guest hallway, two guest bedrooms, large indoor laundry with extra storage. Twin 
Lake Estates, NO HOA, minutes to I-75, Ft Myers and SWFL airport. NO FLOOD 
INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

3/2 HOME - DOUBLE GARAGE/FENCED BACKYARD

3/2.5 BATH WITH CANAL VIEWS / FENCED YARD

Offered At.......$249,000 

Offered At.......$319,900 

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

Brand new, move in ready, C.O. 
issued and attached to MLS listing. 
3 bed 2 bath on 90x125 lot, high tray 
ceilings, open floor plan, porcelain 
tile throughout. Kitchen has QUARTZ 
counters and breakfast bar, stainless 

appliances. Impact windows and doors. Primary suite has tray ceiling, 
dual walk in closets, dual sink ensuite, frameless glass shower. Guest 
bath also tiled. Indoor laundry, transom window over front door, 
sealed garage floor, covered rear patio overlooking backyard. Quiet 
neighborhood, walking distance to stores, minutes to SR 82, I-75, Ft 
Myers and SWFL airport. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH 
IS THE HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

Affordable 2 bedroom 2 bath GROUND FLOOR 
CORNER UNIT in Golfside Village, common POOL 
and tennis courts just steps away, COVERED 
CARPORT PARKING, NO AGE RESTRICTIONS HERE 
AND PETS ARE OK, NEWER LUXURY VINYL PLANK 
FLOORS THROUGHOUT, new cabinets and GRANITE 

COUTERTOPS in the kitchen with breakfast bar, EXTRA LARGE SINK WITH NEWER FAUCET, 
open tray ceiling in the kitchen with newer LED lighting throughout the condo, newly 
remodeled bathrooms as well with all new tile in the tub and shower areas, NEW CENTRAL 
HEAT AND AIR IN 2021, primary bedroom with walk in closet and ensuite bathroom, access 
to the screened lanai with extra storage cabinet and laundry area, plenty of privacy 
overlooking the nicely landscaped yard and GOLF COURSE, easy maintenance living 
with the exterior all covered by the monthly condo fee, located within walking distance 
to stores etc., I-75, Ft Myers and SWFL International airport just a few minutes away. NO 
FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. 

BRAND NEW 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH HOME

2/2 GROUND FLOOR UNIT IN GOLFSIDE VILLAGE

Offered At.......$275,000 

Offered At.......$127,500 

2 bedroom 2 bath Pinewood Villa 
located on a quiet low traffic Cul De 
Sac, plenty of privacy in the yard and 
plenty of extra parking for up to three 
cars, double driveway with covered 
carport, one enclosed family room/

den with insulated roof etc. for additional living space, plus a 12 X 
12 screened lanai as well, stucco exterior, roll down storm shutters, 
indoor laundry area with full size washer/dryer, in need of some 
cosmetics but priced accordingly, 55+ community, walking distance 
to stores etc., pets OK, Located just off of Homestead Rd just minutes 
to I-75, Ft Myers and SWFL International Airport. NO flood insurance 
required here. Lehigh is the highest elevation in Lee County.

BRAND NEW DUPLEX 6 BEDROOMS 4 BATHROOMS 
WITH EXTRA LONG CONCRETE DRIVEWAY AND 
GARAGES ON EACH SIDE with plenty of extra 
parking, covered front porch, nicely landscaped 
with irrigation system on well, quiet low traffic street 
with single family homes in the area. You can’t beat 

this location just minutes to SR 82, I-75, Ft Myers and the SWFL International Airport, 
READY FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY, C.O. HAS BEEN ISSUED, polished porcelain tile floors 
throughout with five inch baseboards, solid surface countertops in kitchens and bathrooms, 
breakfast bar and large pantry space with stainless steel appliances, primary bedroom 
with private ensuite bathroom with fully tiled walk in shower and tub areas, split bedrooms 
with primary bedroom in the back, LED lighting throughout. Oversized single garages on 
each side with extra storage. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST 
ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

BRAND NEW HOME on a HALF ACRE LOT at the 
end of a QUIET DEAD END STREET in Northeast 
Lehigh. MOVE IN READY 3 BEDROOM 2 BATH 
WITH DEN, closet allows for 4TH BEDROOM. 
C.O. ISSUED. Double door entry to den for 
privacy. 32x32 POLISHED PORCELAIN TILE 

THROUGHOUT, 5 inch baseboards, impact windows. Covered front porch leads 
to great room with cathedral ceilings and tray ceiling in master. Shaker cabinets 
with soft close doors, pendant lighting over breakfast bar, QUARTZ TOPS in 
kitchen and baths, stainless appliances, pantry, dining area off kitchen. Master 
bedroom has walk in closet, dual sinks, tiled walk in shower. Guest bedroom has 
walk in closet. Indoor laundry, covered rear porch overlooking the HALF ACRE 
backyard, double garage with opener, extra long driveway. Minutes to SR 80, 
I-75, Ft Myers.

Your personal retreat awaits just outside the back 
door where you will find peace and serenity every day 
enjoying the common, beautifully landscaped country 
courtyard complete with shuffleboard, gazebo, and 
heated pool, you’ll feel right at home in this move in 
ready villa that combines comfort, style and convenience 
in one exceptional package. Located in Popular Village 

International Condo Assn it includes 2 bedrooms 2 baths with covered carport parking plus additional 
spaces for two more cars, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF IN 2023, NO AGE RESTRICTIONS 
HERE AND PETS OK, NEW WATER HEATER IN 2021, 14 X 10 screened lanai enclosed with vinyl 
windows for weather protection, updated eat in kitchen with newer solid maple cabinets, soft close 
doors and drawers, pantry, all appliances are included, indoor laundry area with full size washer 
and dryer, primary bedroom with walk in closet and ensuite bath with walk in shower and large 
vanity and window, guest bedroom located in front of the unit with guest bathroom for privacy, two 
new higher commodes in bathrooms, newer ceramic tile floors in all wet areas, CENTRAL WATER 
AND SEWER, quiet neighborhood located in front of Country Club Estates, excellent for evening 
or morning walks or bike rides, easy access to I-75, Ft Myers and The SWFL International airport. 
Lehigh is the highest elevation in Lee County. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED.

Affordable 3 bedroom 2 bath home with 
a double garage, NEW DIMENSIONAL 
SHINGLE ROOF IN 2026, NEW “TRANE” 
CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2018, great 
room with cathedral ceilings with decorative 
plant shelf, island counter in the kitchen 

with stainless steel appliances, wood laminate floors throughout the 
house with ceramic tile floors in bathrooms and laundry area, primary 
bedroom with private bath, indoor laundry room with washer and dryer 
and plenty of extra storage, oversized FENCED BACKYARD WITH PLENTY 
OF ROOM, excellent location just minutes to SR 80, I-75, Ft Myers and the 
SWFL International airport. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS 
THE HIGHEST ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

Affordable 3 bedroom 2 bath home with a double 
garage, FENCED BACKYARD, double gate on one 
side for additional RV, truck or boat parking inside 
the fenced area, NEW DIMENSIONAL SHINGLE ROOF 
IN 2024, NEW CENTRAL HEAT AND AIR IN 2025, NEW 
WATER HEATER IN 2020, screened front porch, 

cathedral ceilings and plant shelves, wood floors in the living area with ceramic tile in 
the kitchen, baths and indoor laundry room, breakfast bar and pantry in kitchen with 
all kitchen appliances, primary bedroom with walk in closet and private bath with dual 
sinks, long vanity and walk in shower, built in desk in between the two guest bedrooms, 
double garage with opener plus laundry tub, sliding doors from the main living area to 
the 29 X 10 screened lanai overlooking the backyard plus a 19.5 X 8 open patio, plenty 
of room for entertaining, excellent location just minutes to I-75, Ft Myers and the SWFL 
International Airport. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST ELEVATION 
IN LEE COUNTY.

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com
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2/2 PINEWOOD VILLA

BRAND NEW DUPLEX- 6 BEDROOM 4 BATH 

BRAND NEW 3/2 ON HALF ACRE 2/2 VILLA IN VILLAGE INTERNATIONAL CONDO 3/2 HOME WITH DOUBLE GARAGE 

Offered At.......$105,000 

Offered At.......$499,900 

Offered At.......$350,000 Offered At.......$149,900 Offered At.......$260,000 

Popular Fairways Condo overlooking the GOLF 
COURSE, CORNER END UNIT WITH EXCELLENT 
VIEWS OF THE GOLF COURSE AND NO ROAD 
NOISE, ROOF REPLACED IN FAIRWAYS 1 IN 
2023, NEW WATER HEATER IN 2021, CENTRAL 

HEAT AND AIR REPLACED IN 2018, ceramic tile floors throughout with LUXURY 
VINYL PLANK IN THE BEDROOMS, all appliances in eat in kitchen with pantry and 
tile backsplash, enclosed balcony with sliding doors for additional living area, 
primary bedroom with private ensuite bathroom with walk in shower, best location 
in Fairways, just steps to the common heated pool and parking. Minutes to I-75, 
Ft Myers and the SWFL International Airport. Lehigh is the highest elevation in 
Lee County. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED.

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

FAIRWAYS CONDO OVERLOOKING THE GOLF COURSE

Offered At.......$99,900 

Affordable 3 bedroom 2 bath, double garage in 
Willow Lake South, wide streets, curbs, CENTRAL 
WATER AND SEWER, NO HOA. NEW ROOF 2019, 
NEW ELECTRICAL PANEL 2026, NEW PRIVACY 
FENCE 2022 with double side gate. Den off 
dining area, possible 4TH BEDROOM. Ceramic 

tile and wood laminate floors, newer interior doors, newer insulated windows. 
Eat in kitchen with pantry, GRANITE TOPS AND BACKSPLASH, ALL APPLIANCES 
INCLUDED. NEWER VANITIES AND TOILETS, NEWLY TILED SHOWERS AND TUB in 
both baths. Primary bedroom has dual closets and ensuite with walk in shower. 
Indoor laundry with full size washer/dryer and extra cabinets. 16x12 screened lanai 
plus 12x9 open patio, room to entertain in the backyard. Minutes to I-75, Ft Myers 
and SWFL airport. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST 
ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

3/2 HOME WITH CENTRAL WATER & SEWER

Offered At.......$269,900 

BRAND NEW HOME, 1838 SQUARE FEET, extra 
family room with private 3RD BATHROOM, CITY 
WATER AND SEWER, never lived in. Mirror Lakes, 
quiet dead end street, covered front porch, 
open great room with VOLUME AND COFFERED 
CEILINGS. Ceramic tile throughout. Kitchen has 

island/breakfast bar, wood soft close cabinets, QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS, tile 
backsplash, walk in butler’s pantry. IMPACT WINDOWS AND SLIDERS. Enclosed rear 
family room with mini split AC and private 3rd bath. Primary bedroom has coffered 
ceiling, walk in closet, frameless glass shower, dual sinks. 8 foot doors, brushed 
nickel hardware. Rear patio, room for a pool, indoor laundry, double garage with 
extra high door. READY FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY, C.O. ISSUED. Minutes to SR 
82, I-75, Ft Myers. NO FLOOD INSURANCE REQUIRED. LEHIGH IS THE HIGHEST 
ELEVATION IN LEE COUNTY.

Charlie Bonacolta    239-994-1062    charlisold@gmail.com

BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION 

Offered At.......$250,000 

Nick Bonacolta
Salesman

E-MAIL ADDRESS
nbonacolta@gmail.com

Facebook.com/ 
NickBonacoltaRW

239-887-0468
Nick

Bonacolta

Charlie 
Bonacolta

Broker/Salesman

“A House Sold Name”
239-994-1062
E-MAIL ADDRESS
charlisold@gmail.comCharlie

Bonacolta

Over 40 Years 
Combined Experience!

Realty World 
C. Bagans First 
30 Colorado Road 

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

BUYERS BEWARE: Some Realtors may be charging you transaction fees 
when you purchase your home. Realty World does not charge transaction 

fees. Please call Realty World and save some money at closing.

NICK BONACOLTA
239-887-0468 • nbonacolta@gmail.com

CHARLIE BONACOLTA
239-994-1062 • charlisold@gmail.com


